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14 Big Ten Championships = 15 Straight Bowl Games = 80 Wins in Last 8 Seasons = 14 First-Team All-Americans Since 2010 = 24 Academic All-Big Ten in 2016 


2016 SCHEDULE/RESULTS 
10-3, 7-2 BIG TEN 


DATE OPPONENT TIME (CT) TV 


Sept.3 vs. #5 LSU W, 16-14 ABC 
Lambeau Field College Classic 


Sept. 10 AKRON W, 54-10 BIN 


Sept. 17 GEORGIA STATE WE, ASALY/ BIN 


Sept. 24 at #8 Michigan St.* W, 30-6 BTN 


Octal at #4 Michigan* L, 14-7 ABC 


Oct.15 #2 OHIO STATE* L, 30-23 (0T) ABC 


Oct. 22 at lowa* W, 17-9 ESPN 


Oct.29 #7 NEBRASKA* W, 23-17 (oT) ESPN 


Nov.5 — at Northwestern* W, 21-7 ABC 


Nov. 12  ILLINOIS* W, 48-3 ESPN2 


Nov. 19 at Purdue* W, 49-20 ABC 


Nov. 26 MINNESOTA* W, 31-17 BIN 


Dec. 3 vs. #8 Penn State L, 38-31 FOX 
Big Ten Football Championship Game 


Jan. 2 vs. #12 W. Michigan Noon ESPN 
Goodyear Cotton Bow! Classic 


All times Central. 
* Big Ten Conference game 
Home games in BOLD CAPS played at Camp Randall Stadium. 


TV: ESPN 
= Play-by-Play ....Bob Wischusen 
= Analyst Brock Huard 


® Sideline Reporter ...............cccccccseceseeee Allison Williams 
= Online: WatchESPN.com 
=" Mobile App: ESPN 


NATIONAL RADIO: ESPN RADIO 

mw Play-by-Play 2ccccacscscrsvecccssin cise ecco Brad Sham 
= Analyst 
= Sideline Reporter. 


= Satellite Radio: Sirius 80 / XM 80 


.. Quint Kessenich 


RADIO: BADGER SPORTS NETWORK 

8 Play-by-Play sc.cc.cccscs.cececcsssoncsestnensnerecnees Matt Lepay 
= Analyst Mike Lucas 
= Sideline Reporter. ... Scott Nelson 


= Online: BadgerSportsNetwork.com 
= Mobile App: iHeartRadio (search WIBA) 


SOCIAL MEDIA: #ONWISCONSIN 

= Twitter ..... @BadgerFootball 
= Instagram:.. @badgerfootball 
= Facebook:... ..WisconsinFootball 
..WisconsinBadgers 


MOBILE APP: BADGER GAMEDAY 

The Badger Gameday app for iOS and Android devic- 
es offers everything fans need to keep up with the 
Badgers, whether at home or in their seat at Camp 
Randall Stadium. Badger Gameday is available from 
the App Store and Google Play. 


#8 WISCONSIN (10-3) VS. 412 WESTERN MICHIGAN (13-0) 


JAN. 2, 2017 = NOON (CT) = ARLINGTON, TEXAS = AT&T STADIUM (71,998) = ESPN 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 
Head Coach: Paul Chryst 
Record at WIS: 20-6 (2nd Year) 
Overall: 39-25 (5th Year) 


WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS 
Head Coach: P.J. Fleck 

Record at WMU: 30-21 (4th Year) 
Overall: Same 


GAME 14 


NEW YEAR’S SIX SHOWDOWN AWAITS 


@ Eighth-ranked Wisconsin (10-3 overall, 7-2 Big Ten) makes 
its debut in the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic when it 
faces off with No. 12 Western Michigan (13-0, 8-O MAC) 
in the Badgers’ first appearance in a New Year’s Six game. 


™@ The Badgers are in search of a third-consecutive bowl 
game victory after downing Auburn in the Outback Bowl 
following the 2014 season and topping USC in last year’s 
Holiday Bowl. 


@ The Cotton Bowl marks the fifth all-time meeting between 
Wisconsin and Western Michigan, with the Badgers hold- 
ing a 3-1 lead in the series. The teams are set to meet for 
the first time since the 2000 season. 


All-American T.J. Watt leads a unit 
that ranks No. 4 nationally in scoring 
defense, at 15.5 points per game. 


KEY NOTES TO CONSIDER 


@ At 10-3, Wisconsin has its sixth 10-win season in the last 
eight years. The Badgers had five double-digit win totals in 
the program's first 119 years. 


@ A victory in the Cotton Bowl would give Wisconsin 11 wins in a season for the sixth time in 
school history, and the second time in the last three seasons. 


™@ The Badgers are 17-4 (.810) in their last 21 games, dating back to last season. 


m@ UW has won 10 of its last 12 games away from Camp Randall Stadium, dating back to 2015. 
Both losses (at Michigan and vs. Penn State) came to teams also playing in New Year’s Six bowls. 


@ Wisconsin is led by Big Ten Coach of the Year Paul Chryst, just the fourth coach in league history 
to begin his career at a school with consecuctive 10-win seasons. He joins Michigan’s Fielding 
Yost (1901-02), Ohio State’s Urban Meyer (2012-13) and Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh (2015-16). 


@ After rushing for 241 yards vs. Penn State in the Big Ten Championship Game, the Badgers 
have topped 200-yard mark in six of their last eight games. Senior RB Corey Clement has 
topped the 100-yard mark in five straight contests, and seven of those last eight games. He is 
averaging a Big Ten-leading 108.7 yards per game to go with 14 rushing touchdowns. 


@ The Badgers rank in the top 10 nationally in scoring defense (4th, 15.5 ppg), total defense (7th, 
298.3 ypg), rushing defense (2nd, 96.9 ypg) and pass efficiency defense (9th, 106.8). Wisconsin 
also ranks No. 3 in third-down defense (26.8%) and has allowed opponents to score touchdowns 


on just 42.9% of their red-zone trips, the No. 5 mark nationally. 


Wisconsin is 31-9 (.775) over the 
last three seasons. Among Power 
Five programs, only Alabama 
(39-3, .929), Ohio State (37-3, 
925), Clemson (36-5, .878) and 
Florida State (32-7, .821) have 
more wins and higher winning 
percentages than the Badgers 
over the last three years. 


Senior OLB Vince Biegel and 
senior CB Sojourn Shelton are 
set to play in their 54th games, 
which would match the Badgers’ 
record for career games played. 
Shelton has not missed a game 
in his four-year career and will 
make his 51st career start at 
cornerback. 


Senior RB Corey Clement has 
averaged 123.1 rushing yards 
per game over the Badgers’ last 
eight games (dating back to Oct. 
15). Among players from Power 
Five programs, only Texas’ 
D’Onta Foreman (204.7) has 
recorded a higher average over 
that span. 


Football Contact: Brian Lucas = Office: 608-263-5052 = Cell: 608-513-3987 = E-mail: bmI@athletics.wisc.edu = Twitter: @BrianLucasUW 
Secondary Football Contact: Brian Mason = Office: 608-262-2311 = Cell: 608-279-8659 = E-mail: bn3@athletics.wisc.edu = Twitter: @Brian_Mason 
Athletic Communications Office * University of Wisconsin ® Kellner Hall = 1440 Monroe Street = Madison, WI 53711 
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COVERING THE BADGERS 


COTTON BOWL WEEK MEDIA SCHEDULE 
12/27 12/28 12/29 12/30 12/31 1/1 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

2:30 p.m. 11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 2 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 
News Conference Practice Practice Offense Interviews Media Day News Conference 
(Chryst, Biegel, (Open for 15 minutes (Open for 15 minutes (Rudolph, Clement, (Coach Chryst, (Coach Chryst, 
Ogunbowale) following warmups) following warmups) Deiter, Houston, assistant coaches, Western Michigan 
Hilton Anatole AT&T Stadium AT&T Stadium Ogunbowale, Ramczyk) | offense two-deep, coach P.J. Fleck) 
(Cardinal Room) Omni Dallas defense two-deep) Omni Dallas 

3:30 p.m. (Dallas Ballroom) AT&T Stadium (Dallas Ballroom) 


Defense Interviews 
(Wilcox, Biegel, 
Edwards, Musso, 
Shelton, Watt) 
Omni Dallas 

(Dallas Ballroom) 


COTTON BOWL MEDIA AVAILABILITY 
UW ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS Practice Location: Wisconsin will hold its practices inside AT&T Stadium in Arlington. 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Open Practice Times: The first 15 minutes of the Badgers’ practice sessions on Wednesday, Dec. 28 


~ Office Phone! a d Thursday, Dec. 29 will b he media, including still and video ph hers. All oth 
BpeclnoxPhane: (608) 262-7766 an ursday, sn wi e open to t e me ia including still an vide photographers. All other 
Flere (608) 262-8184 portions of UW’s practices at AT&T Stadium will be closed to the media. 

paddies: 1440 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 Chryst Interviews: Head coach Paul Chryst will be available at the Badgers’ arrival news conference 
= Website: UWBadgers.com on Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 2:30 p.m. at UW's team hotel, the Hilton Anatole in Dallas. Chryst also will 


be available during the Badgers’ media day at AT&T Stadium at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 31, and 
will take part in the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic head coaches press conference at 8:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 1, at the Omni Dallas Hotel. 


BRIAN LUCAS — DIRECTOR 

Chryst Interviews, Credentials 

"= Office: (608) 263-5052 
= Cell: (608) 513-3987 
= Email: bmlI@athletics.wisc.edu 
= Twitter: @BrianLucasUW 


Player and Assistant Coach Interviews: Wisconsin team captains Vince Biegel and Dare 
Ogunbowale will be available during the team’s arrival news conference on Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 2:30 
p.m. at the Hilton Anatole. 

Defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox, OLB Vince Biegel, ILB T.J. Edwards, S Leo Musso, CB 
BRIAN MASON — ASSISTANT DIRECTOR Sojourn Shelton and OLB T.J. Watt will be available at the media hotel, the Omni Dallas, at 3:30 p.m. 
Interviews, Game Notes on Thursday, Dec. 29. 


* Office: (608) 262-2311 Offensive coordinator Joe Rudolph, RB Corey Clement, C Michael Deiter, QB Bart Houston, RB 

= Cell: (608) 279-8659 Dare Ogunbowale and LT Ryan Ramczyk will take part in interviews at the Omni Dallas at 2 p.m. on 

= Email: bm3@athletics.wisc.edu Friday, Dec. 30. 

= Twitter: @Brian_Mason Assistant coaches and all players in Wisconsin's projected two-deep will take part in media day 
activities at AT&T Stadium on Saturday, Dec. 31, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

MEDIA RESOURCES Cell phone numbers will not be made available to the media and players have been instructed 
not to conduct interviews when contacted without prior approval from the Athletic Communications 

CREDENTIAL APPLICATIONS staff 


= www.sportssystems.com/Wisconsin 


Additional Team Events: The Badgers will visit Texas Scottish Rite Hospital in Dallas from 2:30-3:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 29. Please contact Charlie Fiss of the Cotton Bowl staff (charlie@cottonbowl. 
com) for more information on attending this event. 


BIG TEN MEDIA EMAIL LIST 
® office.bigten.org/media 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL FACT BOOK 


* go.wisc.edu/FactB0ok2016 COTTON BOWL MEDIA INFORMATION 

OFFICIAL BIG TEN MEDIA SITE Complete media information on covering the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic is available at 
= www.collegepressbox.com collegepressbox.com. 

WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS (CAMP RANDALL) WISCONSIN FOOTBALL TODAY 


= BadgerWiFi (connect and register with email address) 


The Wisconsin Athletic Communications office sends out its Wisconsin Football Today media 


OFFICIAL SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS email on a daily basis during the season. Media members can sign up by selecting “Wisconsin” and 
"Twitter: @BadgerFootball / @UWBadgers “Football” in the settings of their Big Ten Media List account. Accounts can be created and updated 
"Instagram: @badgerfootball / @wisconsinbadgers by visiting office.bigten.org/media. Contact Adam Augustine (aaugustine@bigten.org) of the Big Ten 
= Facebook: WisconsinFootball / WisconsinBadgers staff with any questions on the email system. 


=Snapchat:  officialbadgers 
= YouTube: WisconsinBadgers 
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WISCONSIN QUICK FACTS 


HEAD COACH PAUL CHRYST 


Hometown: Madison, Wis. 
Alma Mater: Wisconsin, 1988 
Career Record: 39-25 (.609) 
Record at Wisconsin (Big Ten): 20-6 (13-4) 
Bowl Record: 2-1 (.667) 
ASSISTANT COACHES 

= Joe Rudolph (Offensive Coordinator/OL) Sideline 
= Justin Wilcox (Defensive Coordinator/ILB) Booth 
= Inoke Breckterfield (Defensive Line) Sideline 
= Ted Gilmore (Wide Receivers) Sideline 
= Chris Haering (Special Teams) Sideline 
= Jim Leonhard (Defensive Backs) Sideline 
= John Settle (Running Backs) Sideline 
= Tim Tibesar (Outside Linebackers) Sideline 
= Mickey Turner (Tight Ends) Booth 
FOOTBALL STAFF 


= Antonio Fenelus (Graduate Assistant - Defense) 

= Pat Muldoon (Graduate Assistant - Defense) 

= Jeff Duckworth (Graduate Assistant - Offense) 

= Al Johnson (Graduate Assistant - Offense) 

= Jon Budmayr (Quality Control - Offense) 

= Taylor Mehlhaff (Quality Control - Special Teams) 

= Ross Kolodziej (Head Strength & Conditioning Coach) 

= Shaun Snee (Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach) 
= Jamil Walker (Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach) 
= Kyle Costigan (Strength & Conditioning Grad. Assistant) 


TEAM INFORMATION 


2015 Overall Record: 10-3 
2015 Big Ten Record (Finish): 6-2 (T-2nd, West) 
2015 Bowl: Def. USC, 34-31 (Holiday) 
2015 Final Rank (AP/Coaches): 21/21 
Starters Returning/Lost: 11/11 

Offensive Starters Returning/Lost: 5/6 


Returning: RB Dare Ogunbowale, 

WR Robert Wheelwright, LG Michael Deiter, 

RG Beau Benzshawel, RT Jacob Maxwell 

Lost: QB Joel Stave, FB Derek Watt, WR Alex 

Erickson, TE Austin Traylor, LT Tyler Marz, C Dan Voltz 
Defensive Starters Returning/Lost: 6/5 
Returning: DE Conor Sheehy, DE Chikwe Obasih, 
OLB Vince Biegel, ILB Chris Orr, ILB T.J. Edwards, 

CB Sojourn Shelton 

Lost: DE Arthur Goldberg, OLB Joe Schobert, 

CB Darius Hillary, FS Tanner McEvoy, SS Mike Caputo 
Special Teams Starters Returning/Lost: 3/1 
Returning: FG-K Rafael Gaglianone, KO-K Andrew 
Endicott, LS Connor Udelhoven 

Lost: P Drew Meyer 


Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 48/24 
Offensive Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 20/14 
Defensive Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 24/8 
Special Teams Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 4/2 


TEAM HISTORY 

First Year of Football: 1889 
683-489-53 (127) 
364-370-41 (120) 


Record (Years): 


Big Ten Record (Years): 


Big Ten Championships (Last): 14 (2012) 
All-Time Bowl Record: 13-14 
Consensus All-America Selections: 27 
First Team All-Big Ten Selections: 2K) 
CAMP RANDALL STADIUM 

Capacity: 80,321 
Surface: FieldTurf 


Record at Camp Randall Stadium: 348-194-23 (.638) 
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BOWL BONANZA 


@ Wisconsin plays in a bowl game for the 
15th-consecutive season, extending the lon- 
gest active bowl streak in the Big Ten, which 
is tied for the sixth-longest in the nation: 


ACTIVE BOWL STREAKS 

Team Streak (Years) 
1. Florida State 35 
2. Virginia Tech 24 
3. Georgia 20 
4. Oklahoma 18 
5. LSU 17 
6. Wisconsin 15 
__ Boise State 15 


@ Including last year’s win in the Holiday Bowl 
and the Badgers’ fourth Sweet 16 appear- 
ance in five seasons, Wisconsin has qualified 
for a bowl game and earned an NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament invitation in each of 
the last 14 years. That’s the longest such 
streak of two-sport success in NCAA history. 
Michigan State (9 years) and San Diego State 
(6) own the next-longest active runs, though 
the Spartans’ streak will end this season 
after MSU did not become bow! eligible. 


™@ The Badgers are in search of a bowl win for 
the third-consecutive season, something 
UW hasn't accomplished since winning the 
Rose Bowl at the conclusion of the 1998 
and 1999 seasons and the Sun Bowl to close 
out the 2000 season. The Badgers did not 
qualify for a bowl in 2001 — their last sea- 
son without a bowl appearance — but won 
a fourth-straight bowl game by downing 
Colorado in the 2002 Alamo Bowl. 


@ The only other three-game bowl win streak 
in school history came from the 1993-95 
seasons, with UW winning the Rose Bowl, 
Hall of Fame (now Outback) Bowl and 
Copper Bowl in consecutive years. 


@ The Badgers are making their sixth appear- 
ance in a BCS/New Year's Six bowl game, 
and their first outside of the Rose Bowl. 
Since the BCS came into existence in 1998 
(and was replaced by the CFP in 2014), 
Wisconsin has played in the Rose Bow! fol- 
lowing the 1998, 1999, 2010, 2011 and 
2012 seasons. 


@ Wisconsin is 2-0 all-time in bowl games 
played in the state of Texas. The Badgers 
knocked off UCLA in the 2000 Sun Bowl in 
El Paso and toppled Colorado in the 2002 
Alamo Bowl in San Antonio. 


COTTON CONNECTION 


@ UW is just the third member of the Big 
Ten Conference to appear in the Cotton 
Bowl, joining Ohio State (1986 season) and 
Michigan State (2014, ’15 seasons). The 
Buckeyes knocked off Texas A&M, while the 
Spartans followed up a win over Baylor with 
a College Football Playoff semifinal loss to 
Alabama. 


@ While Wisconsin is set to make its first 
appearance in the Cotton Bowl, the game is 
well-known in at least one Badger’s house- 
hold. The famed 1979 “Chicken Soup Game” 
that saw quarterback Joe Montana rally 
Notre Dame for a 35-34 win over Houston 
turned when Steve Cichy recovered a 


TEAM INFORMATION 


blocked punt and returned it 33 yards for 
a touchdown. Cichy’s son, Jack, is a junior 
inside linebacker for the Badgers. 


RUGGED ROAD 


@ In No. 12 Western Michigan, Wisconsin 
will face its seventh ranked opponent of 
the season, a school record. Remarkably, 
the Broncos will be the first ranked squad 
the Badgers have faced this year that isn’t 
among the top 10 of the AP poll at the time 
of the game (No. 5 LSU, No. 8 Michigan 
State, No. 4 Michigan, No. 2 Ohio State, No. 
7 Nebraska and No. 8 Penn State). 


@ The combined cumulative record for 
Wisconsin's 14 opponents this season is 
124-60 (.674). Seven of those opponents 
enter bowl season ranked in the AP Top 25 
(No. 2 Ohio State, No. 5 Penn State, No. 6 
Michigan, No. 12 Western Michigan, No. 19 
LSU, No. 21 lowa and No. 24 Nebraska). 


BACK IN BIG D 


@ Wisconsin is set for its second appearance 
at AT&T Stadium after opening the 2015 
season vs. Alabama in the AdvoCare Classic. 


@ The UW men’s basketball team also has 
played inside the massive venue, facing 
Kentucky in a national semifinal as part of 
the 2014 Final Four. 


@ The Badgers will play their third game of 
the season in an NFL venue after opening 
the season at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, 
Wis., and making their fourth appearance in 
the Big Ten Football Championship Game at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. 


@ The Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic will mark 
Wisconsin's 11th game in an NFL facility 
over the last six seasons. The Badgers have 
played games in seven different NFL stadi- 
ums over that span (since 2011), the homes 
of the Chicago Bears, Dallas Cowboys, 
Green Bay Packers, Houston Texans, 
Indianapolis Colts, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and San Diego Chargers. 


SENIOR SALUTE 


@ A total of 13 Badgers will suit up for the 
final time in their college careers in the 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic: OLB Vince 
Biegel, S Keelon Brookins, RB Corey 
Clement, K Andrew Endicott, QB Bart 
Houston, WR Reggie Love, S Leo Musso, 
RB Dare Ogunbowale, CB Sojourn Shelton, 
TE Eric Steffes, S Serge Trezy, LS Connor 
Udelhoven and WR Robert Wheelwright. 

@ UW's seniors have amassed a 40-13 (.755) 
record over the last four seasons, matching 
the 2007 (40-11, .784) and 2012 (40-14, 
.741) classes for the most wins in a four-year 
period in school history. 


™@ The seniors’ four-year record includes a 26-7 
(.788) mark in Big Ten play and a 10-1 record 
in rivalry trophy games. 


CHRYST CAN COACH 


@ After leading the Badgers to a 10-2 regular- 
season record, including a 7-2 mark in the 
Big Ten and the West Division title, Paul 
Chryst was named Hayes-Schembechler 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


2016 BIG TEN STANDINGS 
Conference Division Overall 
EAST W-L_ Pct. W-L Pct. W-L_ Pct. 


Penn State* Chal gst) Sil xe) alle ASH 
Ohio State* Geil fst? Sail foie) ale EL7/ 


Michigan 7-2. 778 5-1 .833 10-2 .833 
Indiana 45 444 3-3 500 6-6 .500 
Maryland 3-6 333 2-4 333 6-6 .500 
Michigan State 1-8 .111 1-5 167 3-9 .250 
Rutgers 0-9 .000 0-6 .000 2-10 .167 
Conference Division Overall 
WEST W-L_ Pct. W-L Pct. W-L_ Pct. 
Wisconsin* 7-2. 778 6-0 1.000 10-3 .769 
Nebraska 6-3 667 4-2 667 9-3 .750 
lowa 6-3 667 4-2 667 8-4 .667 


Minnesota 5-4 556 3-3 500 8-4 .667 
Northwestern 5-4 .556 3-3 .500 6-6 .500 
Illinois 2-7 222 0-6 000 3-9 .250 
Purdue 1:8 1414-5 ci6y 3-9 250 


* Division champion 


BIG TEN BOWL GAMES (ALL TIMES CENTRAL) 


Monday, Dec. 26 


= Maryland vs. Boston College (ESPN) 
Quick Lane Bowl — Detroit 


Tuesday, Dec. 27 


= Minnesota vs. Washington St. (ESPN) 6 p.m. 
National Funding Holiday Bowl — San Diego, Calif. 


Wednesday, Dec. 28 


= Northwestern vs. #22 Pittsburgh (ESPN) 1 p.m. 
New Era Pinstripe Bowl — Bronx, N.Y. 


1:30 p.m. 


= Indiana vs. Utah (FOX) 7:30 p.m. 
Foster Farms Bowl — Santa Clara, Calif. 

Friday, Dec. 30 

= #24 Nebraska vs. Tennessee (ESPN) 2:30 p.m. 


Franklin American Music City Bowl — Nashville, Tenn. 


= #6 Michigan vs. #10 Florida State (ESPN) 7 p.m. 
Capital One Orange Bowl — Miami Gardens, Fla. 


Saturday, Dec. 31 


= #2 Ohio State vs. #3 Clemson (ESPN) 6 p.m. 
PlayStation Fiesta Bowl — Glendale, Ariz. 


Monday, Jan. 2 

= lowa vs. #20 Florida (ABC) Noon 
Outback Bowl — Tampa, Fla. 

= #8 Wisconsin vs. #12 W. Michigan (ESPN) Noon 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic — Arlington, Texas 

= #9 USC vs. #5 Penn State (ESPN) 4 p.m. 
Rose Bowl Game — Pasadena, Calif. 


BADGERS IN THE RANKINGS 
Date AP Coaches CFP 
Preseason RV RV -- 
Sept. 6 10 16 -- 
Sept. 11 M4 12 -- 
Sept. 18 11 10 -- 
Sept. 25 8 8 -- 
Oct. 2 id 13 -- 
Oct. 10 8 10 -- 
Oct. 16 10 10 -- 
Oct. 23 Ad lel -- 
Oct. 30 8 8 8 
Nov. 6 7 7 7 
Nov. 13 6 6 i 
Nov. 20 5 6 6 
Nov. 27 6 5 6 
Dec. 4 8 8 8 
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Coach of the Year by a vote of the league’s 
coaches. Chryst is the third UW coach to 
be named Big Ten Coach of the Year, join- 
ing Barry Alvarez (1993 and 1998) and Bret 
Bielema (2006). 


@ With 10-3 records in each of his first two 
seasons at the helm of his alma mater, 
Chryst is just the fourth Big Ten coach to 
win at least 10 games in his first two sea- 
sons, joining Michigan's Fielding Yost (1901- 
02), Ohio State’s Urban Meyer (2012-13) 
and Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh (2015-16). 


@ With a win in the Cotton Bowl, Chryst can 
become the third coach in UW history to 
win 11 or more games in a season. Alvarez 
did it in 1998 (11-1). Bret Bielema did it in 
2006 (12-1), ‘10 (11-2) and ‘11 (11-3). 


™@ Chryst owns a 2-1 record in bowl games, 
dropping the 2012 BBVA Compass Bowl 
and winning the 2013 Little Caesars Bowl 
at Pittsburgh and claiming a victory in the 
2015 Holiday Bowl during his debut season 
at Wisconsin (current UW offensive coor- 
dinator Joe Rudolph served as interim head 
coach for Pitt's appearance in the 2015 
Armed Forces Bowl after Chryst was named 
UW’s head coach). 


ALL-AMERICANS 


@ Wisconsin has produced a pair of All- 
Americans in 2016: junior LT Ryan Ramczyk 
and junior OLB T.J. Watt. 


@ Ramczyk is a Consensus All-American in his 
first season at the FBS level, earning first- 
team recognition from the Associated Press 
and Sporting News and second-team nods 
from the FWAA and Walter Camp. Ramczyk, 
who redshirted the 2015 season after trans- 
ferring from Division III UW-Stevens Point, 
has started all 13 games at left tackle. 


@ In addition to the All-America squads rec- 
ognized for Consensus All-America status, 
Ramczyk also was named a first-team All- 
American by ESPN.com, Sports Illustrated, 
USA Today, FOX Sports, CBS Sports and Pro 
Football Focus, among others. 


@ Ramczyk is the seventh Wisconsin offensive 
lineman in the modern era (since 1946) to 
earn Consensus All-America honors: 


CONSENSUS ALL-AMERICA OFFENSIVE LINE 


Year Player Position 
1975 Dennis Lick Tackle 
1994 Corey Raymer Center 
1998 Aaron Gibson Tackle 
1999 Chris McIntosh Tackle 
2006 Joe Thomas Tackle 
2010 Gabe Carimi Tackle 
2016 Ryan Ramczyk Tackle 


@ Watt is an All-American in his first season 
as a starter at outside linebacker, earning 
first-team nods from ESPN.com, Sports 
Illustrated and Sports on Earth and second- 
team laurels from the AP, FOX Sports, CBS 
Sports and Phil Steele. 

@ Watt joins his brother, three-time NFL 
Defensive Player of the Year J.J. Watt, as an 
All-American at Wisconsin. J.J. Watt earned 
first-team laurels as a junior in 2010 before 


GAME NOTES 


declaring for the NFL draft and becoming a 
first-round pick of the Houston Texans. 


@ T.J. Watt ranks in a tie for 12th nationally 
and leads the Big Ten with 10.5 sacks among 
his 14.5 tackles for loss. His 10.5 sacks mark 
are the seventh-best single-season total in 
school history, and the most since O’Brien 
Schofield logged 12 in 2009. Watt is just 
the third UW player in the last 20 years to 
hit double digits in sacks, joining Schofield 
and school record-holder Tom Burke (22 in 
1998). 


@ Watt was a tight end until making the switch 
to linebacker prior to the start of fall camp 
in 2015. After redshirting as a freshman in 
2013, he was slowed by a pair of knee inju- 
ries, causing him to miss the 2014 season 
and also spring practice in 2015. He made 
a strong impression in a part-time role last 
season and has started all 13 games for UW 
in 2016. 


@ Watt enjoyed a career day at Michigan State 
on Sept. 24, recording 3.5 tackles for loss 
and 2.5 sacks — both career highs — as part 
of a six-tackle effort. He also broke up a 
pass and recorded two QB hurries. 


@ Watt followed that effort by recording a 
career-best 11 tackles, including 2.0 TFLs 
and a sack, at Michigan on Oct. 1. 


@ Watt recorded the first interception of his 
career at Purdue on Nov. 19, returning the 
pick 17 yards for a touchdown. 


WINNING WAYS 


™@ Wisconsin has won 80 games since the start 
of the 2009 season, joining Alabama (99 
wins), Ohio State (90), Oregon (83), Florida 
State (83), Stanford (83) and Clemson (82) as 
the only Power Five programs to average 10 
wins over the last eight seasons. 


™@ The Badgers have posted double-digit wins 
for the third straight year, and the eighth 
time in the last 12 seasons (dating back to 
2005). In the 115 seasons prior to that, UW 
had won 10-plus games in a season just 
three times — Big Ten championship seasons 
of 1993, 1998 and 1999. 


@ At 108-38 (.740) since the start of the 2006 
season, Wisconsin ranks No. 7 in terms of 
winning percentage over the last 10 years: 


WINNING PCT., 2006-PRESENT (POWER 5) 


Rk. School Wins Losses Pct. 
“1. Ohio State 1232 0.854 
2. Alabama 12425 832 
3. Oklahoma 114 32 781 
4. LSU 108 34 761 
5. Oregon 109 36 752 
6.TCU 106 35 752 
7. Wisconsin 108 38 .740 
8. Florida State 107 39 733 
9. Clemson 107. 40 728 
10. USC 104-39 727 


™@ The Badgers have won at least 10 games 
seven times since 2006. Only Ohio State 
(10), Alabama (9) and Oklahoma (9) have 
recorded more 10-win seasons during that 
timeframe. 


@ Wisconsin is 63-26 (.708) in Big Ten play 
since the start of the 2006 season. Only 
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CAREER GAMES/STARTS 
Player 12 Sn 4 et 
P Connor Allen om ee oe oO 
OLB Zach Baun a os = 0 
OL Beau Benzschawel — -- 8/8 13/13 
OLB Vince Biegel 2/0 13/2 14/13 13/13 11/11 
5 Evan Bondoc oa os = 1/0 9/0 
CB Titus Booker oe =a oe ceils) 
§ Keelon Brookins om i 7/0 10/0 11/0 
WR Quintez Cephus = = - 13/4 
ILB Jack Cichy S/ON = 13/4 7/7. 
RB Corey Clement 12/0 14/1 4/1 12/12 
ILB_ Ryan Connelly Be =e -- 13/0 13/7 
OL Brett Connors Be 2S aa 2/0 13/4 
RB Taiwan Deal se =e oe 10/2555 /4 
OL Michael Deiter ie se ce key ales alisy/alis} 
OL Jon Dietzen a fe 9/7 
S  D’Cota Dixon i ce GY A0) ley fo) alisy/alis) 
OLB Garret Dooley ee - - 11/0 13/2 
OL lan Dretzka oe 2/0 
OL David Edwards e216 
ILB TJ. Edwards = eo ileal} ale iali, 
K — Andrew Endicott 10/0 14/0 8/0 11/0 
OL Jason Erdmann ee O) 
Ss Arrington Farrar = = - 13/0 13/0 
S Joe Ferguson 4/0 14/1 12/0 13/0 
CB Lubern Figaro oe -- 13/7 11/0 13/4 
WR Ricky Finco =e =e =e -- 12/0 
TE Troy Fumagalli =e -- 14/2 11/4 13/13 
Rafael Gaglianone —-- -- 13/0 13/0 3/0 
OLB Griffin Grady 2 =S =e -- 11/0 
DE Billy Hirschfeld ee ae oe 4/0 11/0 
QB Alex Hornibrook ee = = - 11/9 
QB Bart Houston - 2/0 6/0 7/0 10/4 
FB Alec Ingold st a 10/013/0 
LB Leon Jacobs 13/0 14/1 4/3 13/0 
CB Natrell Jamerson oa 2/03 /On/ 
DE Alec James aa -- 14/2 13/1 12/9 
iS) Patrick Johnson oa os = 2/0 
OLB Tyler Johnson os 7/0 
OL Micah Kapoi ets ts Sel /AOR 2/2 
P Anthony Lotti a os = - 11/0 
WR Reggie Love 5/0 SS 4/2 S/ee 
OL Jacob Maxwell =e oe co aie 7H7/ 
OL David Moorman se oe ee o/0 
Ss Leo Musso 13/19 12/0 13/2)13/43 
TE Zander Neuville a =e 3 /Onet3/0 
DE Chikwe Obasih ct -- 14/7 13/13 13/10 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 8/0 14/0 13/10 13/0 
ILB Chris Orr oe oe ce MOY) AA 
NT Jeremy Patterson = ae os 2/0 2/0 
WR _ Jazz Peavy =e 2 2/07 13/30 13/10 
TE yle Penniston =e - 11/2 
OLB Max Praschak oa os aad = 2/0 
OL Ryan Ramczyk ee oo =e -- 13/13 
FB Austin Ramesh oe ee 2 2a 0/8 
NT Garrett Rand oe i oe as AO) 
P P.J. Rosowski oe es ce 5/0 13/0 
WR George Rushing oe -- 14/1 11/0 13/0 
RB Mark Saari = oe a 1/0 a 
NT Olive Sagapolu =e =e - 13/4 7/3 
RB Bradrick Shaw oa oe aa ee aya 
DE Conor Sheehy =e -- 14/0 13/8 12/11 
CB Sojourn Shelton 13/12 14/12 13/13 13/13 
TE Eric Steffes =) 6/0) (8/07 11/3) 13/5 
WR AJ. Taylor ee ee os -- 12/0 
CB Derrick Tindal ei = 12/2, 12/4 13/13 
CB Serge Trezy oe os 5/0 13/0 
LS Connor Udelhoven 13/0 13/0 13/0 13/0 
OLB T.J. Watt =e see ee 3/08 13/13 
OLB Jake Whalen 4/0 


WR_ Rob Wheelwright 12/0 12/0 9/8 13/9 


Total 
13/0 
11/0 
21/21 
53/39 
10/0 
13/0 
28/0 
13/4 
25/11 
42/14 
26/7 
15/4 
a5/3 
26/26 
9/7 
29/13 
24/2 
2/0 
12/6 
25/24 
43/0 
12/0 
26/0 
43/1 
37/11 
12/0 
38/19 
29/0 
11/0 
15/0 
11/9 
25/4 
23/0 
44/4 
S2/0 
89/42) 
12/0 
7/0 
24/12 
11/0 
32/3 
18/10 
13/0 
51/16 
26/0 
40/30 
48/10 
11/7 
4/0 
28/13 
11/2 
2/0 
13/13 
26/12 
13/0 
18/0 
38/1 
1/0 
21/8 
11/1 
39/19 
53/50 
38/8 
12/0 
37/19 
18/0 
52/0 
26/13 
4/0 
46/17 
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Ohio State (78-11, .876) has a better league 
record over that span. 


Since 2006, Wisconsin has had two Outland 
Trophy winners (Joe Thomas and Gabe 
Carimi), two Doak Walker Award winners 
(Montee Ball and Melvin Gordon), one 
Unitas Golden Arm Award winner (Scott 
Tolzien), one Lott IMPACT Trophy winner 
(J.J. Watt), two Heisman Trophy finalists (Ball 
and Gordon) and 19 first-team All-Americans 
(Thomas, Travis Beckum, Taylor Mehlhaff, 
Kraig Urbik, Carimi, Lance Kendricks, John 
Moffitt, Watt, Ball, Peter Konz, Kevin 
Zeitler, Travis Frederick, Chris Borland, Kyle 
Costigan, Gordon, Rob Havenstein, Joe 
Schobert, Ryan Ramczyk and T.J. Watt). 


BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 


@ Ayear after holding the nation’s top NCAA 


Academic Progress Rate score, Wisconsin 
football posted the second-highest mark 
of any FBS team for 2014-15, matching 
Minnesota and Northwestern at 992. Only 
Duke, at 995, scored higher. 


The Badgers led the nation with an APR 
score of 998 in 2013-14. 


Wisconsin joins Clemson, Duke, 
Northwestern and Stanford as the only 

FBS football teams to earn APR Public 
Recognition Awards from the NCAA in each 
of the last four years. 


The Badgers have ranked in the top five of 
the APR nationally in each of the last four 
seasons, joining Duke and Northwestern as 
the only FBS programs to hold that distinc- 
tion. 


POLL POSITION 


@ With their 23-17 overtime triumph over 


Nebraska on Oct. 29, the Badgers scored 
their third win of the season over a team 
ranked in the top 10 of the Associated 
Press poll, a school record. UW is the first 
Big Ten program to record three top-10 
wins in the regular season since Michigan 
in 2003. 


The Badgers began Big Ten play with four 
of their first five games against teams 
ranked among the nation’s top 10: at No. 8 
Michigan State (Sept. 24), at No. 4 Michigan 
(Oct. 1), vs. No. 2 Ohio State (Oct. 15) and 
vs. No. 7 Nebraska (Oct. 29). 


Adding in then-No. 5 LSU in its season 
opener and then-No. 8 Penn State in the 
Big Ten Football Championship Game, the 
Badgers have faced six squads ranked in the 
top 10 of the AP poll — a school record. 


Wisconsin has previously faced four top-10 
opponents in the same season four times: 
1956, 1959, 1960 and 1961. 


The Badgers are ranked among the top 10 
of the AP poll for the 11th week this season, 
a school record. UW’s previous high was 
the 10 weeks it spent among the top 10 in 
1999. 


Wisconsin’s jump from unranked to No. 
10 after Week 1 matched the best sea- 
son debut by a previously unranked team 
since the AP Top 25 expanded to include 


GAME NOTES 


25 teams in 1988. Arizona also went from 
unranked to No. 10 in 2014. 


@ The Badgers were unranked in the pre- 
season AP Top 25 for the first time since 
2009. UW went on to finish 10-3 that 
season, capping the year by downing Miami 
in the Champs Sports Bowl and holding the 
No. 16 spot in the final AP rankings. 


HOLD ON... 


@ Wisconsin leads the nation in time of pos- 
session, at an average of 35:20 per game. 
Western Michigan ranks No. 4 nationally in 
that category, holding the ball for an average 
of 34:21 per game. 


@ The Badgers are 9-2 this season and 17-3 


under Paul Chryst when holding an advan- 
tage in time of possession. 


™@ The Badgers have topped the 40-minute 
threshold three times this season, including 
a season-best 42:03 to 17:57 advantage 
over Illinois on Nov. 12. That marked UW's 
largest possession time since holding the 
ball for 42:47 against Ohio State on Oct. 10, 
2009. 


@ Prior to this season, UW had topped 40 
minutes in time of possession three times in 
the previous six years combined, with two of 
those instances coming in 2015. 


@ More than half of the possessions by UW 
opponents this season have lasted 2 minutes 
or less (51.5%). 


KEEP IT CLEAN 


@ Including four games this season with one 
penalty or fewer, Wisconsin owns an aver- 
age of just 3.3 flags per game that ranks 
No. 2 nationally behind only Navy (2.5). 
Wisconsin averaged 5.8 penalties per con- 
test last year. 

@ Over its three games from Oct. 15-29, 
Wisconsin was flagged for a TOTAL of two 
penalties (O at lowa, 1 vs. Nebraska, 1 at 
Northwestern). 


@ Not flagged for a penalty vs. Georgia State 
(Sept. 17) and at lowa (Oct. 22), Wisconsin is 
the first Power Five team since at least 2000 
to record multiple penalty-free games in the 
same season. 


@ From the second quarter of their game vs. 
Akron on Sept. 10 to the second quarter 
at Michigan State on Sept. 24, the Badgers 
went seven consecutive quarters without a 
penalty. 


@ The Badgers’ zero-penalty game vs. Georgia 
State on Sept. 17 was their first first pen- 
alty-free effort since Nov. 15, 1997 vs. No. 
1-ranked Michigan. 


OFF AND RUNNING 


@ Including a season-high 363 rushing yards 
vs. Illinois on Nov. 12, the Badgers are aver- 
aging 258.8 rushing yards per game over 
their last four contests. By contrast, UW 
averaged 161.6 yards in its first five games. 


@ Wisconsin topped the 200-yard mark on the 
ground just once in its first five games, log- 
ging 294 yards vs. Akron on Sept. 10. Over 
their last eight games, however, the Badgers 
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have topped the 200-yard plateau six times 
(UW also finished with 190 rushing yards 

at Northwestern but had recorded 227 
before intentionally losing 37 yards on team 
rushes on its final three offensive snaps as it 
attempted to run out the clock). 


Senior RB Corey Clement has rushed for 
100-plus yards in seven of the Badgers’ 
last eight games, averaging 123.1 yards per 
game over that stretch (dating back to Oct. 
15). Among players from Power Five pro- 
grams, only Texas’ D’Onta Foreman (204.7) 
has averaged more rushing yards per game 
over that span. 


Clement has recorded eight 100-yard games 
on the season, second-most among Power 
Five players behind Foreman (11). Clement 
has topped the 100-yard plateau in five 
straight games, and seven of his last eight 
outings. 


During his four-year career, UW is 14-2 
when Clement runs for at least 100 yards. 


At 1,304 on the year, Clement needs 196 
yards to become the 10th player in school 
history to rush for 1,500 yards in a season. 


At 3,021 for his career, Clement is the 12th 
player in school history to rush for 3,000 
yards in a career. 


The Badgers are riding a streak of eight 
straight games with a 100-yard rusher for 
the first time since Melvin Gordon ran for 
100-plus in 10 straight games from Sept. 20 
to Nov. 29, 2014. 


With 123 yards from and 103 from 
Clement and senior RB Dare Ogunobwale 
vs. Illinois, the Badgers had a pair of 100- 
yard rushers in game for the first time since 
the 2015 Outback Bowl (Melvin Gordon, 
215; Clement, 105). 


Ogunbowale recorded his 103 yards vs. 
Illinois on just 7 carries (14.7 avg.), his 
second 100-yard rushing performance in 
the span of three games and the fifth of his 
career. 


Redshirt freshman RB Bradrick Shaw made 
the first start of his career vs. Illinois, lin- 
ing up at running back. He set career highs 
with 19 carries for 80 yards. 


A week later, Shaw recorded 68 yards and 
a career-high 2 touchdowns on 8 carries at 
Purdue. 


PAIR OF PASSERS 


SITUATIONAL RECORDS 

2016 Chryst 
vs. Top 25 opponents (AP/Coaches) SES} 3-5 
vs. Top-10 opponents (AP/Coaches) SS} 3-4 
UW scores first 7-2. 14-3 
Opponent scores first 3-1 6-3 
UW leads after 1st quarter 5-2 11-3 
Opponent leads after 1st quarter 2-0 3-2 
UW leads at halftime 9-2. 18-2 
Opponent leads at halftime 1-1 2-4 
UW leads after 3rd quarter 9-2 17-2 
Opponent leads after 3rd quarter 2-0 3-3 
WISCONSIN OFFENSE 
SCORING: 20+ points 8-2 18-2 
SCORING: 30+ points 5-1 9-1 
TOTAL OFFENSE: 400+ yards 5-2 12-2 
TOTAL OFFENSE: 500+ yards 1-0 2-0 
RUSHING: 200+ yards 5-2 8-2 
RUSHING: 300+ yards 1-0 2-0 
RUSHING ATT: 40 or more o-2 AIS) 
PASSING: 200+ yards 4-1 11-2 
PASSING: 300+ yards -- 2-0 
PASSING ATT: 25 or more 5-2 12-5 
1ST DOWNS: at least 20 7-2 14-3 
3RD DOWN: convert at least 40% 6-2 13-3) 
TURNOVERS: two or less 9-2 18-3 
AVG. FIELD POSITION: 30 or better 8-0 15-1 
WISCONSIN DEFENSE 
SCORING: allow 15 points or less 6-1 12-3 
SCORING: allow 20 points or less 10-1 16-3 
TOTAL OFFENSE: allow 300 yards or less 6-0 13-2 
RUSHING: allow 150 yards or less 9-2 18-4 
RUSHING: allow 100 yards or less 7-1 15-1 
PASSING: allow 150 yards or less 3-0 6-2 
PASSING: allow 100 yards or less -- 1-2 
1ST DOWNS: allow 15 or less 6-0 il 
3RD DOWN: opp. convert 33% or less 9-2 16-3 
TURNOVERS: opponent has two or more 7-1 12-2 
AVG. FIELD POSITION: 30 or worse 8-2 17-3 
AVG. FIELD POSITION: 20 or worse 2-0 2-0 
TEAM COMPARISON 
RUSHING YARDS: UW has more 10-2 19-2 
PASSING YARDS: UW has more 3-0 9-2 
TURNOVERS: UW has fewer 6-1 12-1 
TIME OF POSSESSION: advantage 9-2 17-3 
FIRST DOWNS: UW has more 8-1 17-3 
AVG. FIELD POSITION: UW advantage 8-1 16-1 
PENALTIES: UW has fewer 6-1 13-3 
SPECIAL TEAMS SCORE: UW scores -- 1-0 
WISCONSIN INDIVIDUALS 
RUSHING: 100-yard rusher 7-2 12-2 
PASSING: 200-yard passer 2-1 9-4 
RECEIVING: 100-yard receiver 2-0 4-0 
RUSH/PASS: 100-yd rusher/200-yd passer deal 4-1 


@ Redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook and 


senior Bart Houston have formed a quarter- 
back tandem that has proven successful for 
the Badgers this season. 


Houston started the Badgers’ season 
opener vs. LSU at Lambeau Field, in addi- 
tion to non-conference games vs. Akron and 
Georgia State, with Hornibrook serving as 
the backup. 


Hornibrook then earned his first starting nod 
at No. 8 Michigan State and went on to start 
all nine conference games for UW before 
missing the Big Ten Championship Game 
due to injury. 

The Badgers have been at their best — and 
unbeaten — when both quarterbacks have 
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played, a rotation that began at lowa on Oct. 
22. With both seeing action, the pair com- 
bined to complete 62% of their passes for 
937 yards and 6 touchdowns against just 2 
interceptions over the final six games of the 
conference season, all wins. 


@ In Hornibrook (1,243) and Houston (1,086) 
the Badgers have a pair of 1,000-yard pass- 
ers in a season for the first time since 2001, 
when both Brooks Bollinger (1,257) and Jim 
Sorgi (1,096) hit that mark. 


@ Hornibrook earned a spot on ESPN.com's 
Big Ten All-Freshman squad for a rookie 
season that has seen him complete 58.1 
percent of his passes for 1,243 yards and 8 
touchdowns against 7 interceptions (123.4 
pass efficiency rating). 


@ Only Darrell Bevell, who had 1,479 in 1992, 
has thrown for more yards as a freshman at 
Wisconsin: 


MOST PASSING YARDS, UW FRESHMAN 


Year Player Position 
1,479 Darrell Bevell 1992 
1,243 Alex Hornibrook 2016 
1,133 Brooks Bollinger 1999 
1,104 Joel Stave 2012 
667 Sean Wilson 1989 
DOMINANT DEFENSE 


@ Wisconsin's defense ranks No. 4 nationally, 
allowing just 15.5 points per game. The 
Badgers led the nation in scoring defense 
last year at 13.7 points per contest. 


@ Since 2013, the Badgers have allowed 
opponents an average of just 16.7 points per 
game. That's the second-best mark in the 
country over the last four seasons, trailing 
only Alabama (14.9 ppg). 


@ Wisconsin has allowed fewer than 10 points 
in 8 of 23 games since Paul Chryst became 
head coach in 2015, going 8-0 in those 
games. 


@ The Badgers have allowed 20 offensive 
touchdowns (8 rushing, 12 passing), the 
sixth-fewest of any FBS defense: 


FEWEST OFFENSIVE TDs ALLOWED, FBS 


Team Games Rush Pass Total 
Alabama 13 3 11 14 
Ohio State 12 5 10 15 
LSU 11 7 9 16 
Michigan 12 7 9 16 
Auburn 12 5 12 17 
Wisconsin 13 8 12 20 


™@ The Badgers’ defense was up to the chal- 
lenge against Big Ten foes, allowing just 13.7 
points per game in league play. That’s the 
second-best scoring defense mark of any 
Power Five team against its conference this 
year, trailing only Michigan (11.7 ppg). 


@ Wisconsin has allowed opponents an aver- 
age of just 1.03 points per possession, the 
fourth-best mark in the FBS this season 
behind only Michigan (0.78), Alabama (0.81) 
and Ohio State (0.86). 


@ The Badgers have allowed opponents to 
convert just 26.8% of their third-down 
attempts, the second-best mark of any 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 
(DEFENSE) 


PAUL CHRYST, HEAD COACH 


= Hayes-Schembechler Big Ten Coach of the Year 


= Dodd Trophy Finalist 


= Paul “Bear” Bryant Coach of the Year Finalist 


= George Munger Collegiate Coach of the Year Semifinalist 


VINCE BIEGEL, SR., OLB 


= Second-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 


= Third-team All-Big Ten (media) 


* William V. Campbell Trophy Semifinalist 


JACK CICHY, JR., OLB 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


= Butkus Award Semifinalist 


= Lott IMPACT Trophy Quarterfinalist 


= Lott IMPACT Trophy Player of the Week (Sept. 6, Oct. 17) 


= Big Ten Defensive Player of the Week (Oct. 17) 


RYAN CONNELLY, SO., ILB 


= Big Ten Defensive Player of the Week (Oct. 31) 


D’COTA DIXON, JR., S 


* Third-team All-Big Ten (media) 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (coaches) 
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Power Five program. Michigan (20.9%) leads 
the country in that category. 


UW's school record for lowest opponent's 
third-down percentage is 28.2%, set in 
2006. 


UW held Illinois without a third-down con- 
version (0-for-9) on Nov. 12, the first time 
a Badgers’ opponent has been shut out on 
third down since at least 1998. 


After Purdue converted 3 of its first 4 
attempts on third down on Nov. 19, the 
Badgers did not allow another conversion, 
holding the Boilermakers to an O-for-7 
mark over the final three-plus quarters. 


The Badgers held Minnesota to 3-for-14 
(21.4%) mark on third downs on Nov. 26. 


Through 13 games, the Badgers have 
given up just 16 plays of 20-plus yards 

to opponents in plus territory (2 vs. LSU, 

1 vs. Georgia State, 2 vs. Michigan, 3 vs. 
Ohio State, 1 vs. lowa, 2 vs. Nebraska, 1 vs. 
Northwestern, 1 vs. Minnesota, 3 vs. Penn 
State). 


NO PASSING ZONE 


T.J. EDWARDS, SO., ILB 
= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


ALEC JAMES, JR., DE 
= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (coaches) 


LEO MUSSO, SR., S 
= Team MVP 


* Third-team All-Big Ten (media) 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (coaches) 


= Big Ten Sportsmanship Award 


CHIKWE OBASIH, JR., DE 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


CONOR SHEEHY, JR., DE 


* Third-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (media) 


SOJOURN SHELTON, SR., CB 
= First-team All-Big Ten (media) 


= Second-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 


DERRICK TINDAL, JR., CB 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


T.J. WATT, JR., OLB 


= First-team All-America (ESPN.com, Sports Illustrated, 
Sports On Earth) 


= Second-team All-America (Associated Press, CBS Sports, 
FOX Sports, Phil Steele) 


= First-team All-Big Ten (consensus) 


= Lott IMPACT Trophy Quarterfinalist 


= Walter Camp Defensive Player of the Week (Sept. 25) 


= Big Ten Defensive Player of the Week (Sept. 26) 


@ The performance of Wisconsin's secondary 


during Big Ten play is the latest example of 
the impact first-year defensive backs coach 
Jim Leonhard has made on the Badgers. A 
three-time All-America safety for UW who 
went on to a 10-year NFL career, Leonhard 
is in his first year as a coach at any level. 


The Badgers have recorded 21 interceptions 
on the season, the most of any Power Five 
program and their highest total since log- 
ging 22 picks in 2002 (when Leonhard set 
UW’s individual single-season record with 
11 INTs). 


With senior S Leo Musso (5), junior S D’Cota 
Dixon (4) and senior CB Sojourn Shelton (4), 
Wisconsin is the only Power Five program 

in the country to have three players with at 
least 4 interceptions this season. 


Wisconsin ranks ninth nationally and third 
among Big Ten teams in passing efficiency 
defense, with opponents posting a pass effi- 
cieny rating of 106.8. Ohio State (91.4) leads 
the nation, followed by Michigan (91.9). 


Wisconsin ranks in a tie with Indiana for 
fourth among Power Five teams with 75 
passes defended (21 interceptions, 54 pass 
breakups). UW trails only Colorado (85), 
Auburn (78) and UCLA (76). 


Wisconsin's defense recorded a season-high 
12 passes defended (2 interceptions and 

10 pass breakups) vs. Nebraska, following 
that performance with 7 passes defended (7 
PBUs) at Northwestern, another 7 vs. Illinois 
(4 INTs, 3 PBUs) and 10 vs. Minnesota (4 
INTs, 6 PBUs). 


The Badgers’ 4 interceptions vs. Illinois 

on Nov. 12 (2 by Leo Musso, 1 by D’Cota 
Dixon, 1 by Ryan Connelly) were their most 
since recording four picks in a 70-23 win 
over Northwestern on Nov. 27, 2010. UW 
then grabbed another 4 picks (2 by Sojourn 
Shelton, 1 by Musso, 1 by Leon Jacobs) vs. 
Minnesota on Nov. 26. 
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@ The Badgers’ 10 pass breakups vs. Nebraska 
marked their highest total since knocking 
down 10 passes vs. Oregon State on Sept. 
10, 2011. 


COMPLEMENTARY CORNERS 


@ Senior CB Sojourn Shelton has 4 INTs and 
12 pass breakups. Junior CB Derrick Tindal 
has recorded 3 interceptions and 11 pass 
breakups on the season. 


@ With 30, Shelton (16) and Tindal (14) have 
combined for the second-most passes 
defended of any pair of teammates in the 
Power Five leagues. They trail only the 43 
of Colorado’s Tedric Thompson (22) and 
Ahkello Witherspoon (21), who rank 1-2 in 
the FBS in passes defended. 


@ Shelton owns 41 passes defended in his 
career to rank sixth in UW history. 


@ Shelton also has 32 pass breakups in his 
career, moving him past first-year UW 
defensive backs coach Jim Leonhard (29 
from 2001-04) for fourth on the Badgers’ 
career list in that category. 


RED MEANS STOP 


@ Opponents have scored touchdowns on just 
42.9% (15 of 35) of their red-zone trips vs. 
the Badgers this season, giving UW the fifth- 
best mark in the FBS. LSU (26.7%, 8 of 30) 
leads the country in opponent red-zone TD 
percentage, followed by Ohio State (33.3%), 
Auburn (34.2%) and Alabama (35.0%). 


@ In conference play, UW allowed just 10 
touchdowns in 27 red-zone trips by its 
opponents (a Big Ten-best 37.0%). 


@ Overall, in 32 red-zone attempts, opponents 
have scored 15 touchdowns and converted 
12 field goals (77.1% scoring percentage) 
against the Badgers. 


NOWHERE TO RUN 


@ Dating back to last season, Wisconsin has 
held its opponents under 100 yards rush- 
ing in 13 of the last 20 games. The Badgers 
are 12-1 in those contests, with the lone 
loss coming to Penn State in the Big Ten 
Championship Game. 


@ Overall, Wisconsin is 15-1 under Paul Chryst 
when holding an opponent to 100 rushing 
yards or less. 


@ This season, UW has held 8 of 13 opponents 
under the century mark. The Badgers rank 
second in the FBS, allowing 96.9 rushing 
yards per game. Alabama (63.4 ypg) is the 
only team to rank ahead of the Badgers. 


WELCOME FRESHMEN 


@ A total of 20 freshmen have made their 
Badgers debuts so far this season: 


@ True Freshmen (6): WR Quintez Cephus 
(LSU), OLB Griffin Grady (Akron), P Anthony 
Lotti (Akron), S Patrick Johnson (Akron), NT 
Garrett Rand (LSU), WR A.J. Taylor (LSU) 


@ Redshirt Freshmen (14): P Connor Allen 
(LSU), OLB Zack Baun (LSU), CB Titus 
Booker (LSU), OL Jon Dietzen (LSU), OL 
lan Dretzka (Akron), OL David Edwards 
(LSU), OL Jason Erdmann (Akron), QB Alex 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 
(OFFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS) 


COREY CLEMENT, SR., RB 


= First-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 


= Second-team All-Big Ten (media) 


BEAU BENZSCHAWEL, SO., OL 


= Second-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 
= Third-team All-Big Ten (media) 


MICHAEL DEITER, SO., OL 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


JON DIETZEN, R-FR., OL 


= ESPN.com Big Ten All-Freshman Team 


TROY FUMAGALLI, JR., TE 


= Second-team All-Big Ten (coaches) 
= Third-team All-Big Ten (media) 


RAFAEL GAGLIANONE, JR., K 


= Big Ten Special Teams Player of the Week (Sept. 5) 
= Rose Bowl Game Big Ten Player of the Week (Sept. 5) 


ALEX HORNIBROOK, R-FR., QB 


= ESPN.com Big Ten All-Freshman Team 
= Big Ten Freshman of the Week (Sept. 26) 
= Rose Bowl Game Big Ten Player of the Week (Sept. 26) 


DARE OGUNBOWALE, SR., RB 


= Burlsworth Trophy Semifinalist 
= Rose Bowl Game Big Ten Player of the Week (Oct. 31) 


JAZZ PEAVY, JR., WR 


= Honorable mention All-Big Ten (consensus) 


RYAN RAMCZYK, JR., LT 


= Consensus first-team All-America (Associated Press, 
Sporting News, ESPN.com, Sports Illustrated, CBS Sports, 
FOX Sports, USA Today, Pro Football Focus) 


= Second-team All-America (FWAA, Walter Camp, Phil Steele) 
= First-team All-Big Ten (consensus) 


Hornibrook (Akron), OLB Tyler Johnson 
(LSU), OL David Moorman (LSU), TE Kyle 
Penniston (LSU), OLB Max Praschak (Illinois), 
RB Bradrick Shaw (LSU), OLB Jake Whalen 
(Illinois) 


CALLING THE SHOTS 


@ UW head coach Paul Chryst developed 
a reputation for building highly-efficient 
offenses during his time as the Badgers’ 
offensive coordinator from 2006-11. Over 
his last two seasons (2010-11), the Badgers 
averaged 42.9 points per game, ranking 
third among Power Five teams over that 
timeframe — only Oregon (46.5 ppg) and 
Oklahoma State (46.5) averaged more. 


™@ Chryst has continued as the Badgers’ 
playcaller in his return to Madison, put- 
ting him among a small group of Power 
Five head coaches that also call offensive 
plays. He joins Georgia Tech’s Paul Johnson, 
Washington State’s Mike Leach and Kansas’ 
David Beaty in that club. 


FINISHING MOVES 


@ Since Paul Chryst took over as head coach 
for the 2015 season, the Badgers are 3-1 in 
games decided by four points or fewer. 


™@ The Badgers have executed three fourth- 
quarter comebacks this season, scoring wins 
over LSU, Georgia State and Minnesota after 
trailing in the final period. 


@ Wisconsin has put together fourth-quarter 
comebacks five times under head coach Paul 
Chryst. Chryst has been part of a combined 
13 fourth-quarter comebacks as offensive 
coordinator (2005-11) and head coach 
(2015-present) at Wisconsin: 


CHRYST’S FOURTH-QUARTER COMEBACKS 


Date Opp. Trailed Final 

11/26/16 Minnesota 10-17 31-17 
9/17/16 GeorgiaState 13-17 23-17 
9/3/16 vs. LSU 13-14 16-14 
12/30/15 vs. USC 20-21 23-21 
10/10/15 at Nebraska 20-21 23-21 
12/3/11 vs. Michigan St. 34-39 42-39 
10/23/10 at lowa 24-30 31-30 
11/22/08 Cal Poly 29-35 36-35 
11/15/08 Minnesota 17-24 35-32 
9/8/07 at UNLV 9-10, 12-13 20-13 
10/28/06 Illinois 20-24 30-24 
10/15/05 at Minnesota 17-27, 24-34 38-34 
9/24/05 = Michigan 6-13 23-20 

FAMILIAR FACES 


@ Wisconsin's football staff includes 13 
former Badgers players: head coach Paul 
Chryst; assistant coaches Jim Leonhard, 
Joe Rudolph and Mickey Turner; graduate 
assistants Jeff Duckworth, Antonio Fenelus, 
Al Johnson and Pat Muldoon; quality con- 
trol coordinators Jon Budmayr and Taylor 
Mehlhaff; and strength and conditioning 
coaches Ross Kolodziej, Jamil Walker and 
Kyle Costigan. 

@ Among FBS programs, only BYU (9), Air 
Force (7) and Boise State (5) have more 
alumni among their 10-person coaching 
staff than the Badgers (4: Chryst, Leonhard, 
Rudolph, Turner). 


GAME NOTES 


WALK-ON WAY 


@ A total of nine players on UW's current ros- 
ter began their careers as walk-ons before 
later earning scholarships: 


SCHOLARSHIPS EARNED BY WALK-ONS 


Name Walked On_ Scholarship 
LS Connor Udelhoven 2012 2014 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 2012 2015 
S Joe Ferguson 2013 2014 
TE Troy Fumagalli 2013 2014 
ILB Jack Cichy 2013 2015 
K Andrew Endicott 2013 2015 
ILB Ryan Connelly 2014 2015 
TE Zander Neuville 2014 2015 
OL Brett Connors 2014 2016 


@ Since 1990, the Badgers have had 91 walk- 
ons earn scholarships. 


@ Including 2016 NFL Draft pick Joe Schobert 
(Cleveland) and free agent signees Alex 
Erickson (Cincinnati) and Joel Stave 
(Minnesota), a total of 19 players that start- 
ed their UW careers as walk-ons since 1990 
have gone on to make NFL rosters. 


PIPELINE TO THE PROS 


@ Wisconsin currently boasts 27 players in 
the NFL: 


BADGERS IN THE NFL (27) 

Player at UW Pos. NFL Team 
Beau Allen 2010-13 DL Philadelphia’ 
Jonathan Casillas 2005-08 LB NV. Giants 
Marcus Cromartie 2008-12 DB_ San Francisco 
2012-15 WR Cincinnati 
2009-12 OL Dallas 
2011-14 RB San Diego 
Ryan Groy 2010-13 OL Buffalo 

Rob Havenstein 2010-14 OL Los Angeles 
Darius Hillary (P) 2011-15 CB Cleveland 
Lance Kendricks 2008-10 TE Los Angeles 
DeAndre Levy 2005-08 LB _ Detroit : 
Chris Maragos 2008-09 DB Philadelphia 
Tyler Marz (P) 2011-15 OL _ Tennessee 
Tanner McEvoy 2013-15 WR Seattle 

Brad Nortman 2008-11 P Jacksonville 
Joe Schobert 2012-15 LB Cleveland — 
Joel Stave (P) 2011-15 QB _ Kansas City 
Joe Thomas 2003-06 OL Cleveland 
Scott Tolzien 2009-10 QB _ Indianapolis 
Austin Traylor (P) 2011-15 TE Denver 


Alex Erickson 


Travis Frederick 


Melvin Gordon 


Kraig Urbik 2005-08 OL Miami 

Rick Wagner 2009-12 OL Baltimore 
Derek Watt 2011-15 FB San Diego 
JJ. Watt 2009-10 DE Houston 
James White 2010-13 RB New England 


Russell Wilson 2011 QB Seattle 
Kevin Zeitler 2009-11 OL Cincinnati 


(P) — Practice Squad 
(I) — Injured Reserve 


m@ UW saw two players selected in the 2016 
NFL Draft — OLB Joe Schobert (4th round, 
Cleveland) and FB Derek Watt (6th round, 
San Diego) — giving the Badgers a total of 
23 draft picks over the last six years, includ- 
ing 12 players taken in the first 75 picks. 


@ Wisconsin was the only program to land 
three players among the top 25 of NFL 
Network’s “Top 100 Players of 2016” list: 
Houston DE and three-time NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year J.J. Watt (3rd), Seattle QB 
Russell Wilson (17th) and Cleveland OL Joe 
Thomas (23rd). 
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SERIES HISTORY: WESTERN MICHIGAN 


@ Overall: Wisconsin leads, 3-1 
@ At Neutral Sites: First meeting 


ALL-TIME MEETINGS 


Year Rank Result Score Location 
1963 7/- Ww 41-0 Madison 
1981 =/- Ww 21-10 Madison 
1988 =/- L 14-24 Madison 
2000 4/- Ww 19-7 Madison 


SERIES HISTORY 


@ Wisconsin is 3-1 all-time vs. Western Michigan, 
including a 19-7 victory in the teams’ most recent 
meeting in 2000 at Camp Randall Stadium. 


@ Western Michigan’s lone win in the series came in 
the 1988 season opener, with the eventual MAC 
champion Broncos claiming a 24-14 victory at Camp 
Randall over a UW squad that included senior Paul 
Chryst. 


@ This will be the third encounter between the teams 
in which the Badgers are ranked in the top 10 of the 
Associated Press poll. They were ranked No. 7 in 
1963 (a 41-0 win) and No. 4 in 2000 (a 19-7 win). 


@ Wisconsin owns a 31-2 record against the current 
membership of the Mid-American Conference, with 
both losses coming in 1988 — including that 24-14 
setback to Western Michigan in the Badgers’ season 
opener. 


WISCONSIN-WMU CONNECTIONS 


@ Western Michigan head coach P.J. Fleck was part 
of the Northern Illinois squad that was downed by 
the 18th-ranked Badgers, 24-21, at Camp Randall 
Stadium in 2002. Fleck filled in as the Huskies’ punt 
returner that day, recording six fair catches. 


@ Current UW strength and conditioning coach Ross 
Kolodziej recorded a safety in the teams’ last meeting 
in 2000, tackling Western Michigan QB Jeff Welsh in 
the end zone to provide the final margin of 19-7. 


@ Wisconsin Director of Player Personnel and External 
Operations Henry Mason was an assistant coach 
at Western Michigan from 1991-94 before joining 
the Badgers’ staff. Mason coached wide receivers at 
Wisconsin from 1995 to 2007. 


@ Wisconsin TE Troy Fumagalli and Western Michigan 
DB Austin Guido were teammates at Waubonsie 
Valley (Ill.) High School. 


@ Wisconsin P Connor Allen and Western Michigan OL 
Mike Caliendo were teammates at Brookfield (Wis.) 
East High School. 


MATCHUP 


LAST MEETING 


#4 WISCONSIN 19, WESTERN MICH. 7 
AUG. 31, 2000 


MADISON, Wis. — Playing without 11 
players suspended just hours before 
kickoff, fifth-ranked Wisconsin earned 
a sloppy 19-7 victory over Western 
Michigan. 


Earlier, the Badgers had 11 players 
suspended for three games and 15 others 
for one game for extra benefits they 
received from a local shoe store. 


The two-time defending Rose Bowl 
champions also began life without Ron 
Dayne, college football's all-time leading 
rusher and the reigning Heisman winner. 


Dayne’s replacement, junior Michael 
Bennett, carried 30 times for 128 yards. 
He ran 5 yards for a touchdown with 9:31 
remaining to give Wisconsin a 17-7 lead. 


Jeff Welsh tossed a 2-yard touchdown 
pass late in the second quarter to 
Mobolaji Afariogun late in the second 
quarter to account for the only offense for 
Western Michigan. 


On their second drive of the game, QB 
Brooks Bollinger found Lee Evans with a 
42-yard pass that put the ball inside the 
Broncos’ 10-yard line, setting up a 21-yard 
field goal by Vitaly Pisetsky. 


With Nick Davis suspended, Josh Hunt 
returned punts. With 4:53 before halftime, 
he took a punt on the 11, broke a tackle 
and returned it 89 yards for a score to 
give the Badgers a 10-0 advantage. 


The Badgers were still ahead by only 

a field goal in the fourth quarter, but 
Bennett scored an 8-yard TD run with 
9:31 left and defensive tackle Ross 
Kolodziej dropped Welsh in the end zone 
for a safety to provide the final margin. 


STATISTICAL MATCHUP: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


CATEGORY wis NCAA BIG TEN WMU NCAA MAC 
Scoring Offense 28.7 66th 5th 43.5 8th 1st 
Total Offense 383.7 87th 9th 496.7 16th 2nd 
Rushing Offense 204.5 42nd 4th 237.0 22nd 2nd 
Passing Offense 179.2 106th 9th 259.7 41st 4th 
Passing Efficiency 131.9 64th 5th 180.1 3rd 2nd 
Time of Possession 35:20 1st ist 34:21 Ath 1st 
Scoring Defense 15.5 4th 3rd 19:5: 16th 1st 
Total Defense 303.0 7th 3rd 353.0 25th 1st 
Rushing Defense 96.9 2nd 1st 151.2 45th 4th 
Passing Defense 206.1 36th 7th 201.8 32nd 3rd 
Passing Efficiency Def. 106.8 11th 3rd 118.9 25th 2nd 
QB Sacks 2.5 31st 5th 2.0 73rd 3rd 
Tackles for Loss 5.5 88th 11th 5:3 95th 10th 
Net Punting 34.3 116th 12th 39.4 28th 3rd 
Punt Returns 6.81 85th 10th 11.79 15th 2nd 
Kickoff Returns 19.8 85th 9th 20.9 67th 3rd 
Turnover Margin +0.85 8th 2nd +1.46 2nd 1st 
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THE CHRYST FILE 


@ Career Record (5th Season): 39-25 (.609) 


= Record at Wisconsin: 20-6 (2nd Season) 


13-4 (2nd Season) 


= Big Ten Record: 


= Bowl Record: 2-1 (.667) 
= Birthdate: Nov. 17, 1965 
= Hometown: Madison, Wis. 
= Alma Mater: Wisconsin, 1988 (Political Science) 


Quarterback (Wisconsin, 1985-87) 
= Family: Wife Robin, daughters Katy and JoJo, son Danny 


= Playing Experience: 


BOWL GAME EXPERIENCE 


@ Overall Bowl Game Record: 8-5 (.615) 


Year School Bowl Result (Opponent) 


2002 WIS Alamo W, 31-28 (Colorado) 
2003 ORST Las Vegas W, 55-14 (New Mexico) 
2004 ORST Insight W, 38-21 (Notre Dame) 
2005 WIS Capital One W, 24-10 (Auburn) 
2006 WIS Capital One W, 17-14 (Arkansas) 
2007 WIS Outback L, 21-17 (Tennessee) 
2008 WIS Champs Sports _L, 42-13 (Florida State) 
2009 WIS Champs Sports W, 20-14 (Miami) 

2010 WIS Rose L, 21-19 (TCU) 


2011 WIS Rose L, 45-38 (Oregon) 


2012 PITT BBVA Compass _L, 38-17 (Ole Miss) 
2013 PITT Little Caesars W, 30-27 (Bowling Green) 
2015 WIS Holiday W, 23-21 (Holiday) 


HEAD COACH PAUL CHRYST 


HEAD COACH PAUL CHRYST 


SECOND SEASON 


It’s safe to say Paul Chryst’s homecoming is off to a strong start. The Madison native and former 
Wisconsin player and assistant coach has led the Badgers to a 20-6 mark over his first two seasons at 
the helm, securing a bowl win and a Big Ten West Division championship along the way. 

Chryst is just the fourth coach in Big Ten history — and the first at Wisconsin — to record 10-win 
seasons in each of his first two years on the job. 

In his first season as head coach, Chryst led Wisconsin to a 10-3 record in 2015 — a run that con- 
cluded with a victory over USC in the Holiday Bowl. The Badgers boasted the nation’s stingiest defense, 
allowing just 13.7 points per game, with first-team All-American and Big Ten Linebacker of the Year Joe 
Schobert leading the way with his 19.5 tackles for loss and 9.5 sacks. UW also ranked No. 2 nationally in 
total defense, allowing only 268.5 yards per game, and was one of four FBS teams to give up less than 
100 rushing yards per game. 

Offensively, first-team All-Big Ten selection, senior WR Alex Erickson made 77 catches and fell just 
one reception shy of matching the Badgers’ single-season school record. Senior Joel Stave finished his 
career as UW's all-time winningest quarterback while ranking No. 2 in school history in passing yards, 
touchdowns, completions and attempts. 

A former Wisconsin player and assistant coach and a Madison native, Chryst returned to his roots 
when he was named the Badgers’ 30th head coach on Dec. 17, 2014. 

Before spending the previous three seasons as the head coach at Pittsburgh, where he led the 
Panthers to three consecutive bowl appearances, Chryst oversaw the most explosive offenses in UW 
history as the Badgers’ offensive coordinator. Wisconsin averaged 34.1 points and 416.3 yards of total 
offense in Chryst’s seven years as offensive coordinator. Both marks were the best in the Big Ten over 
that span. During those seven seasons, Wisconsin claimed a pair of Big Ten titles and compiled a 70-22 
(.761) record, winning at least 10 games five times. 

With current Indianapolis Colts quarterback Scott Tolzien at the helm in 2010, UW averaged more 
than 40.0 points a game for the first time in school history, ranking fifth in the country at 41.5 per con- 
test. On the way to their first Big Ten title since 1999, the Badgers scored at least 70 points three times. 

Individually, Tolzien won the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award and left tackle Gabe Carimi won 
the Outland Trophy. Running back John Clay was a Doak Walker Award finalist while tight end Lance 
Kendricks and left guard John Moffitt joined Carimi as first-team All-Americans. 

The following season, UW did the unthinkable and improved upon that dynamic season. In the one 
and only year they were united, Chryst and quarterback Russell Wilson combined on a season for the 
ages. Wilson set the FBS record for pass efficiency (191.8) in addition to school records for passing yards 
(3,175) and passing touchdowns (33, second-most in Big Ten history). 

Not to be outdone, junior running back Montee Ball etched his own name in the NCAA record 
book, tying Barry Sanders’ single-season record with 39 touchdowns. Ball ran for 1,923 yards and was a 
Heisman Trophy finalist. For the second-straight season, the Badgers had three first-team All-Americans 
with center Peter Konz and guard Kevin Zeitler joining Ball. 

The Badgers averaged a school-record 44.1 points per game, sixth-best in the country. In fact, UW 
led the conference in scoring in each of Chryst’s last three seasons, with the final two ranking among the 
top five in the league’s modern era. 


CHRYST YEAR-BY-YEAR 


Year Team Position Record Conf. Bowl Game 
1989 West Virginia Graduate Assistant 8-3-1 -- Gator 

1990 West Virginia Graduate Assistant 4-7 -- 

1991 San Antonio (WLAF) Running Backs, Tight Ends 4-6 -- 

1992 San Antonio (WLAF) Running Backs, Tight Ends 7-3 -- 

1993 UW-Platteville Offensive Coordinator/QBs 3-7 2-5 

1994 Ottawa (CFL) Quarterbacks 4-14 -- 

1995 Illinois State Offensive Coordinator/QBs 5-6 3-3 

1996 Saskatchewan (CFL) Offensive Coordinator/QBs 5-13 -- 

1997 Oregon State Offensive Coordinator/QBs 3-8 0-8 

1998 Oregon State Offensive Coordinator/QBs 5-6 2-6 

1999 San Diego (NFL) Tight Ends 8-8 -- 

2000 San Diego (NFL) Tight Ends 1-15 -- 

2001 San Diego (NFL) Tight Ends 5-11 -- 

2002 Wisconsin Tight Ends 8-6 2-6 Alamo 

2003 Oregon State Offensive Coordinator/QBs 8-5 4-4 Las Vegas 
2004 Oregon State Offensive Coordinator/QBs 7-5 5-3 Insight Bowl 
2005 Wisconsin Co-Offensive Coordinator/TEs 10-3 5-3 Capital One 
2006 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 12-1 7-1 Capital One 
2007 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 9-4 5-3 Outback 

2008 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 7-6 3-5 Champs Sports 
2009 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 10-3 5-3 Champs Sports 
2010 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 11-2 7-1 Rose 

2011 Wisconsin Offensive Coordinator/QBs 11-3 6-2 Rose 

2012 Pittsburgh Head Coach 6-7 3-4 BBVA Compass 
2013 Pittsburgh Head Coach 7-6 3-5 Little Caesars 
2014 Pittsburgh Head Coach/QBs 6-6 4-4 Armed Forces 
2015 Wisconsin Head Coach 10-3 6-2 Holiday 

2016 Wisconsin Head Coach 10-3 7-2 Cotton 

Head Coaching Totals (5th season) 39-25 23-17 4 Bowl Games 
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BADGERS AT CAMP RANDALL 

@ Since start of 2004 season: 78-10 (.886) 

Date Opponent Result Score 
9/4/04 UCF Ww 34-6 
9/11/04 UNLV Ww 18-3 
9/25/04 Penn State Ww 16-3 
10/2/04 Illinois Ww 24-7 
10/23/04 Northwestern Ww 24-12 
11/6/04 Minnesota Ww 38-14 
9/3/05 Bowling Green Ww 56-42 
9/10/05 Temple Ww 65-0 
9/24/05 Michigan Ww 23-20 
10/1/05 ndiana Ww 41-24 
10/22/05 Purdue Ww 31-20 
11/12/05 lowa L 10-20 
9/9/06 Western Illinois Ww 34-10 
9/16/06 San Diego State Ww 14-0 
10/7/06 Northwestern Ww 41-9 
10/14/06 Minnesota Ww 48-12 
10/28/06 llinois Ww 30-24 
11/4/06 Penn State Ww 13-3 
11/18/06 Buffalo Ww 35-3 
9/1/07 Washington State Ww 42-21 
9/15/07 The Citadel Ww 45-31 
9/22/07 jlowa Ww 17-13 
9/29/07 Michigan State Ww 37-34 
10/20/07 Northern Illinois Ww 44-3 
10/27/07 ndiana Ww 33-3 
11/10/07 Michigan Ww S7-21 
8/30/08 Akron Ww 38-17 
9/6/08 Marshall Ww 51-14 
10/4/08 Ohio State L 17-20 
10/11/08 Penn State L 7-48 
10/25/08 Illinois Ww 27-17 
11/15/08 Minnesota Ww 35-32) 
11/22/08 Cal Poly Ww 36-35 (OT) 
9/5/09 Northern Illinois Ww 28-20 
9/12/09 Fresno State W 34-31 (20T) 
9/19/09 Wofford Ww 44-14 
9/26/09 Michigan State Ww 38-30 
10/17/09 lowa L 10-20 
10/31/09 Purdue Ww 37-0 
11/14/09 Michigan Ww 45-24 
9/11/10 San Jose State Ww 27-14 
9/18/10 Arizona State Ww 20-19 
9/25/10 Austin Peay Ww 70-3 
10/9/10 Minnesota Ww 41-23 
10/16/10 Ohio State Ww 31-18 
11/13/10 Indiana Ww 83-20 
11/27/10 Northwestern Ww 70-23 
9/1/11 UNLV Ww 51-17 
9/10/11 Oregon State Ww 35-0 
9/24/11 South Dakota Ww 59-10 
10/1/11 Nebraska Ww 48-17 
10/15/11 Indiana Ww 59-7 
11/5/11 Purdue Ww 62-17 
11/26/11 Penn State Ww 45-7 
9/1/12 Northern lowa Ww 26-21 
9/15/12 Utah State Ww 16-14 
9/22/12 UTEP Ww 37-26 
10/6/12 Illinois Ww 31-14 
10/20/12 Minnesota Ww 38-13 
10/27/12 Michigan State L 13-16 (OT) 
day all Ohio State L 14-21 (OT) 
8/31/13 UMass Ww 45-0 
9/7/13 Tennessee Tech Ww 48-0 
9/21/13 Purdue Ww 41-10 
10/12/13 Northwestern Ww 35-6 
ey do: BYU Ww 27-17 
11/16/13 Indiana Ww 51-3 
11/30/13 Penn State L 24-31 
9/6/14 Western Illinois Ww 37-3 
9/20/14 Bowling Green Ww 68-17 
9/27/14 South Florida Ww 27-10 
10/11/14 Illinois Ww 38-28 
10/25/14 Maryland Ww 52-7 
11/15/14 Nebraska Ww 59-24 
11/29/14 Minnesota Ww 34-24 
9/12/15 Miami (Ohio) Ww 58-0 
9/19/15 Troy Ww 28-3 
9/26/15 Hawai'i Ww 28-0 
10/3/15 lowa L 6-10 
10/17/15 Purdue Ww 24-7 
10/31/15 Rutgers Ww 48-10 
ally PAYA) Northwestern L 7-13 
9/10/16 Akron Ww 54-10 
9/17/16 Georgia State Ww 27-13 
10/15/16 Ohio State [E 23-30 (OT) 
10/29/16 Nebraska Ww 23-17 (OT) 
11/12/16 Illinois Ww 48-3 
11/26/16 Minnesota Ww 31-17 


CAMP RANDALL STADIUM 


CAMP RANDALL STADIUM 


@ One of the nation’s most historic college football venues, Camp Randall Stadium also happens to 
be one of the intimidating for opposing teams, and Wisconsin has made the most of the home- 
field advantage that the raucous atmosphere provides. 


™@ Since the start of the 2004 season, the Badgers have compiled a 78-10 record (.886) at Camp 
Randall Stadium. Among Power Five programs, only Ohio State (83-9, .902) and Oklahoma (70-8, 


.897) have won a higher percentage of their home games in 


that time frame. OLDEST STADIUMS 
™@ The Badgers have allowed 10 or fewer points at home on m@ Camp Randall is among the 
32 occasions since the start of the 2004 season. oldest facilities in the FBS: 
@ Eight of Wisconsin's shutouts since 1999 (65-0 vs. Temple 1. Georgia Tech 1913 
in 2005; 14-0 vs. San Diego State in 2006; 37-0 vs. Purdue 2. Mississippi State 1914 
in 2009; 35-0 vs. Oregon State in 2011; 45-0 vs. UMass 3. Cincinnati 1916 
and 48-0 vs. Tense Tech in 2013; 58-0 vs. Miami (Ohio); 4. Wisconsin 1917 
28-0 vs. Hawai'i in 2015) have occurred at Camp Randall 5. Oklahoma State 1920 
seca 6. Washington 1920 
@ Including its 31-18 win over Ohio State in 2010, Wisconsin 7. Kansas 1921 
owns a 4-5 record all-time against No. 1 teams in Camp 8. Stanford 1921 
Randall Stadium. 9. Tennessee 1921 
@ Including its unblemished home record in 2014, UW has 10. Ohio State 1922 
compiled a 7-0 record at Camp Randall Stadium five times 
(2006, 2007, 2010, 2011, 2014). 
@ Wisconsin won 21 consecutive games at Camp Randall from CAPACITIES 
Oct. 31, 2009 to Oct. 27, 2012. That is the second-longest = Camp Randall seating capaci- 
home winning streak in school history, trailing only the 25 in ties through the years: 
a row the Badgers won from 1900-03. = 1917 10,000 
@ Camp Randall Stadium, which opened in 1917, is the fourth- #1921 14,000 
oldest stadium in the FBS. The only older on-campus facili- #1925 29,783 
ties are: Georgia Tech (1913), Mississippi State (1914) and = 1926 38,293 
Cincinnati (1916). = 1932 32,700 
™@ The Camp Randall grounds were used as a Civil War training = 1937 36,000 
site. It also held Confederate soldiers, many of whom died = 1940 45,000 
and were laid to rest on the west side of Madison. The area #1951 51,000 
known as “soldiers rest” is the northernmost Confederate = 1955 52,788 
cemetery in the United States. = 1958 63,435 
m@ Camp Randall Stadium served as a living quarters for stu- « 1966 77,280 
dents and military personnel during the 1940s. Dormitories = 1986 77,280 
were built underneath the east side stands. Approximately = 1987 76,293 
150 men lived there. #1991 77,745 
™@ Though it has only been a tradition at Camp Randall * 1998 76,129 
Stadium since 1998, “Jump Around” is now a defining part * 2001 76,634 
of UW game day. Between the third and fourth quarters, = 2005 80,321 


“Jump Around” by House of Pain is played and the 80,000- 

plus fans delight in doing as the tune instructs. “Sump 

Around” was crowned the winner of Sports Illustrated’s “Greatest College Football Traditions” 
bracket in 2012 and was named the nation’s best tradition in votes contested by SiriusKM College 
Sports Nation in 2014 and 2015. 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


WISCONSIN DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB 12 Alex Hornibrook (R-Fr.) OR 13 Bart Houston (Sr.) 

RB 6 Corey Clement (Sr.) 23 Dare Ogunbowale (Sr.) / 7 Bradrick Shaw (R-Fr.) 
FB 20 Austin Ramesh (Jr.) 45 Alec Ingold (So.) 

WR 15 Rob Wheelwright (Sr.) 87 Quintez Cephus (Fr.) 
WR 11 Jazz Peavy (Jr.) 17 George Rushing (Jr.) / 84 A.J. Taylor (Fr.) 
TE 81 Troy Fumagalli (Jr.) 44 Eric Steffes (Sr.) / 49 Kyle Penniston (R-Fr.) 
LT 65 Ryan Ramczyk (Jr.) 64 Brett Connors (So.) 

LG 67 Jon Dietzen (R-Fr.) 75 Micah Kapoi (So.) 

Cc 63 Michael Deiter (So.) 64 Brett Connors (So.) 
RG 66 Beau Benzschawel (So.) 75, Micah Kapoi (So.) 

RT 79 David Edwards (R-Fr.) 64 Brett Connors (So.) 
DEFENSE 

DE 57 Alec James (Jr.) 96 Billy Hirschfeld (So.) 
NT 94 Conor Sheehy (Jr.) 65 Olive Sagapolu (So.) 
DE 34 Chikwe Obasih (Jr.) 96 Billy Hirschfeld (So.) 
OLB 47 Vince Biegel (Sr.) 5 Garret Dooley (Jr.) 

ILB 43 Ryan Connelly (So.) 32 Leon Jacobs (Jr.) 

ILB 53 T.J. Edwards (So.) 51 Griffin Grady (Fr.) 
OLB 42 T.J. Watt (Jr.) 56 Zack Baun (R-Fr.) 

CB 25 Derrick Tindal (Jr.) 12 Natrell Jamerson (Jr.) 
Ss 14 D’Cota Dixon (Jr.) 21 Arrington Farrar (So.) 
FS 19 Leo Musso (Sr.) 22 Patrick Johnson (Fr.) 
CB 8 Sojourn Shelton (Sr.) 31 Lubern Figaro (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

P 15 Anthony Lotti (Fr.) 38 PJ. Rosowski (So.) 

FG 37 Andrew Endicott (Sr.) 38 PJ. Rosowski (So.) 

KO 38 PJ. Rosowski (So.) 37 Andrew Endicott (Sr.) 
LS 60 Connor Udelhoven (Sr.) 85 Zander Neuville (So.) 
H 90 Connor Allen (R-Fr.) 38 PJ. Rosowski (So.) 

PR 11 Jazz Peavy (Jr.) 6 Corey Clement (Sr.) 
KR 12 Natrell Jamerson (Jr.) 23 Dare Ogunbowale (Sr.) 
COACHING STAFF 


PAUL CHRYST JOE RUDOLPH JUSTIN WILCOX INOKE BRECKTERFIELD TED GILMORE 
HEAD COACH OFFENSIVE COORD./OL DEFENSIVE COORD./ILB DEFENSIVE LINE WIDE RECEIVERS 
(SIDELINE) (SIDELINE) (BOOTH) (SIDELINE) (SIDELINE) 


Li. 


CHRIS HAERING JIM LEONHARD JOHN SETTLE TIM TIBESAR MICKEY TURNER 
SPECIAL TEAMS DEFENSIVE BACKS RUNNING BACKS OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS TIGHT ENDS 
(SIDELINE) (SIDELINE) (SIDELINE) (SIDELINE) (BOOTH) 


DEPTH CHART 


CAREER GAMES/STARTS 

Pos. Name GP/GS 
CB Sojourn Shelton 53/50 
OLB Vince Biegel 53/39 
LS — Connor Udelhoven 52/0 
S Leo Musso 51/16 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 48/10 
WR_ Rob Wheelwright 46/17 
ILB Leon Jacobs 44/4 
S Joe Ferguson 43/1 
K Andrew Endicott 43/0 
RB Corey Clement 42/14 
DE  Chikwe Obasih 40/30 
DE Conor Sheehy 39/19 
DE Alec James 39/12 
TE Troy Fumagalli 38/19 
TE Eric Steffes 38/8 
WR_ George Rushing 38/1 
CB Derrick Tindal 37/19 
CB _Lubern Figaro 37/11 
WR_ Reggie Love 32/3 
CB Natrell Jamerson 32/1 
s D’Cota Dixon 29/13 
K Rafael Gaglianone 29/0 
WR _ Jazz Peavy 28/13 
§ Keelon Brookins 28/0 
OL Michael Deiter 26/26 
OLB T.J. Watt 26/13 
FB Austin Ramesh 26/12 
ILB Ryan Connelly 26/7 
s Arrington Farrar 26/0 
TE Zander Neuville 26/0 
ILB—T.J. Edwards 25/24 
ILB Jack Cichy 25/11 
QB Bart Houston 25/4 
OL Micah Kapoi 24/12 
OLB Garret Dooley 24/2 
FB Alec Ingold 23/0 
OL Beau Benzschawel 21/21 
NT Olive Sagapolu 21/8 
OL Jacob Maxwell 18/10 
P P.J. Rosowski 18/0 
CB Serge Trezy 18/0 
OL Brett Connors 15/4 
RB Taiwan Deal 15/3 
DE Billy Hirschfeld 15/0 
OL Ryan Ramczyk 13/13 
WR Quintez Cephus 13/4 
P Connor Allen 13/0 
CB Titus Booker 13/0 
OL David Moorman 13/0 
NT Garrett Rand 13/0 
OL David Edwards 12/6 
OL Jason Erdmann 12/0 
WR_ Ricky Finco 12/0 
S Patrick Johnson 12/0 
WR_ AJ. Taylor 12/0 
QB Alex Hornibrook 11/9 
ILB) = Chris Orr 11/7 
TE Kyle Penniston 11/2 
RB Bradrick Shaw 11/1 
OLB Zach Baun 11/0 
OLB. Griffin Grady 11/0 
P Anthony Lotti 11/0 
Ss Evan Bondoc 10/0 
OL Jon Dietzen 9/7 
OLB Tyler Johnson 7/0 
NT Jeremy Patterson 4/0 
OLB Jake Whalen 4/0 
OL lan Dretzka 2/0 
OLB Max Praschak 2/0 
RB Mark Saari 1/0 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


WISCONSIN ROSTER 


ALPHABETICAL 


No. Name 

90 Allen, Connor 

56 Baun, Zack 

49 Bell, Christian 

66 Benzschawel, Beau* 
90 Benzschawel, Luke 
61 Biadasz, Tyler 

47 Biegel, Vince*** 

13 Bondoc, Evan* 

9 Booker, Titus 

34 Brodner, Sam 

24 Brookins, Keelon* 
51 Burks, Noah 

26 Burrell, Eric 


OLB 
S 


29 Carriere-Williams, Dontye CB 


87 Cephus, Quintez 
48 Cichy, Jack** 

6 Clement, Corey 
43 Connelly, Ryan* 
64 Connors, Brett* 
10 Currens, Seth 
28 Deal, Taiwan* 
63 Deiter, Michael* 

67 Dietzen, Jon 

14 Dixon, D’Cota* 

5 Dooley, Garret* 

TL Dretzka, lan 

19 Dunn, Jack 

79 Edwards, David 

53 Edwards, T.J.* 

37 Endicott, Andrew*** 
78 Erdmann, Jason 

73 Estes, Kevin 

21 Farrar, Arrington* 
36 Ferguson, Joe** 

31 Figaro, Lubern** 

86 Finco, Ricky 

81 Fumagalli, Troy** 
27 Gaglianone, Rafael** 
51 Grady, Griffin 

14 Groshek, Garrett 
48 Herl, Mitchell 

41 Hescock, Jake 

39 Hintze, Zach 

96 Hirschfeld, Billy* 

12 Hornibrook, Alex 
82 Houden, Henry 

13 Houston, Bart*** 
98 Howe, Kraig 

45 Ingold, Alec* 

32 Jacobs, Leon** 

12 Jamerson, Natrell** 
57 James, Alec** 

5 James, Chris 

22 Johnson, Patrick 

59 Johnson, Tyler 

75 Kapoi, Micah* 

62 Kasl, Patrick 

24 Krumholz, Adam 

29 Laufenberg, Troy 
42 Lloyd, Gabe 

15 Lotti, Anthony 

97 Loudermilk, Isaiahh 
1 Love, Reggie*** 

9 Lyles, Karé 

58 Maskalunas, Mike 
30 Maternowski, Aaron 


eK 


WR 
ILB 
RB 
ILB 
OL 


FB 


Wt. 
167 
231 
247 
321 
259 
291 
245 
203 
190 
218 
218 
231 
184 
189 
195 
233 
227 
235 
306 
208 
224 
325 
333 
197 
247 
322 
178 
285 
238 
173 
324 
263 
220 
195 
182 
193 
248 
219 
211 
209 
254 
252 
175 
290 
219 
204 
235 
268 
238 
238 
188 
266 
208 
203 
239 
334 
291 
186 
189 
240 
186 
277 
225 
214 
217 
239 


Yr./El. 
S0./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jr./So. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Sr.#/Sr. 
Jr. /So, 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Sr./Jr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Sr./Jr. 
Sr./Sr. 
Jr. /S0. 
dr. fS0. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jr./S0. 
Jr./So. 
So./Fr. 
Jr./Jr. 
Sr/Jir. 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Jr./So. 
Sr./Sr. 
So./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
So./So. 
Sr./Jr. 
Jr./Jr. 
Jr./So. 
Sr./Jr. 
Jr./Jr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Jr./So. 
So./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Sr.#/Sr. 
So./Fr. 
So./So. 
Sr/Jr 
Jr/Jr. 
Sr./Jr. 
Jr./Jr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Jr. f/S0. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Sr.#/Sr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 


Hometown (High School/Last School) 
New Berlin, Wis. (Brookfield East) 
Brown Deer, Wis. (Brown Deer) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Hoover/Alabama) 
Grafton, Wis. (Grafton) 

Grafton, Wis. (Grafton) 

Amherst, Wis. (Amherst) 

Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. (Lincoln) 
Madison, Wis. (Edgewood) 

Round Lake Beach, Ill. (Grayslake North) 
Glen Ellyn, Ill. (Glenbard West) 

St. Paul, Minn. (Tartan) 

Carmel, Ind. (Carmel) 

Severn, Md. (McDonogh School) 
Miami, Fla. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
Macon, Ga. (Stratford Academy) 
Somerset, Wis. (Hill Murray) 
Glassboro, N.J. (Glassboro) 

Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie) 
New Berlin, Wis. (West) 
Pickerington, Ohio (Central) 

Capitol Heights, Md. (DeMatha) 
Curtice, Ohio (Genoa) 

Black Creek, Wis. (Seymour) 

Oak Hill, Fla. (New Smyrna Beach) 
Rochester, III. (Rochester) 

Delafield, Wis. (Kettle Moraine) 
Madison, Wis. (Edgewood) 

Downers Grove, III. (North) 

Lake Villa, Ill. (Lakes Community) 
Roseville, Calif. (Jesuit) 

Richfield, Wis. (Slinger) 

San Marcos, Calif. (San Marcos) 
Atlanta, Ga. (Woodward) 

Madison, Wis. (Memorial) 

Everett, Mass. (Everett) 

Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead/UW-Whitewater) 
Aurora, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley) 

Sao Paulo, Brazil (Chattanooga (Tenn.) Baylor) 
Dublin, Ohio (Coffman) 

Amherst Junction, Wis. (Amherst) 
Middleton, Wis. (Middleton) 
Pittsfield, Mass. (Salisbury School) 
Fond du Lac, Wis. (St. Mary’s Springs) 
Okauchee, Wis. (Arrowhead) 

West Chester, Pa. (Malvern Prep) 
Madison, Wis. (Memorial) 

Dublin, Calif. (De La Salle) 

Dayton, Ohio (Archbishop Alter) 
Green Bay, Wis. (Bay Port) 

Santa Clarita, Calif. (Golden Valley) 
Ocala, Fla. (Vanguard) 

Brookfield, Wis. (East) 

Chicago, Ill. (Notre Dame College Prep/Pittsburgh) 
Washington, D.C. (The Bullis School) 
Menasha, Wis. (Menasha) 

Kapolei, Hawaii (Kapolei) 

Wyoming, Minn. (Forest Lake) 
Stoughton, Wis. (Stoughton) 
Waunakee, Wis. (Waunakee) 

Green Bay, Wis. (Northeast Wisconsin Lutheran) 
Flowery Branch, Ga. (West Hall) 
Howard, Kan. (West Elk) 

Boynton Beach, Fla. (Spanish River) 
Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 

Long Grove, Ill. (Adlai E. Stevenson) 
Slinger, Wis. (Slinger) 


ROSTER 


NUMERICAL 

No. Name Pos. 
1 Reggie Love WR 
5 Garret Dooley OLB 
5 Chris James RB 
6 Corey Clement RB 
7 Bradrick Shaw RB 
8 Sojourn Shelton CB 
9 Titus Booker CB 
9 Karé Lyles QB 
10 Seth Currens S 
11 Nick Nelson CB 
11 Jazz Peavy WR 
12 Alex Hornibrook QB 
12 ~~ Natrell Jamerson CB 
13 Evan Bondoc Ss 
13 Bart Houston QB 
14 D’Cota Dixon S 
14 Garrett Groshek QB 
15. Anthony Lotti P 
15 Robert Wheelwright WR 
17 George Rushing WR 
18 Caesar Williams CB 
19 Jack Dunn WR 
19 Leo Musso 5 
20 Austin Ramesh FB 
20 = Cristian Volpentesta DB 
21 ~~ Arrington Farrar Ss 
21° Mark Saari RB 
22 Patrick Johnson Ss 
23 Dare Ogunbowale RB 
23 Mason Stokke ILB 
24 Keelon Brookins 5 
24 Adam Krumholz WR 
25 Derrick Tindal CB 
26 — Eric Burrell 5 
27 Rafael Gaglianone K 
27 Kendric Pryor WR 
28 Taiwan Deal RB 
28 Blake Mielke Ss 
29  Dontye Carriere-Williams CB 
29 ‘Troy Laufenberg RB 
30 = Aaron Maternowski FB 
30 =Serge Trezy CB 
31. Lubern Figaro 5 
32 Leon Jacobs ILB 
34 Sam Brodner RB 
34 Chikwe Obasih DE 
36 Joe Ferguson 5 
37. Andrew Endicott K 
37 Bret Verstegen S 
38 PJ. Rosowski P 
39 Zach Hintze K 
39 Jake Whalen OLB 
41 Jake Hescock TE 
41 Max Praschak OLB 
42 Gabe Lloyd TE 
42 TJ. Watt OLB 
43 Ryan Connelly ILB 
43 Peter Roy WR 
44 Eric Steffes Te 
45 Alec Ingold FB 
46 Jack Popp WR 
46 Nick Thomas ILB 
47 Vince Biegel OLB 
48 Jack Cichy ILB 
48 Mitchell Herl TE 
49 Christian Bell OLB 
49 Kyle Penniston TE 
50. — Chris Orr ILB 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN ROSTER 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr./EL. Hometown (High School/Last School) No. Name Pos. 
52 Maxwell, Jacob* OL 6-6 313 Jr./So. Greendale, Wis. (Greendale) 51 ~~ Noah Burks OLB 
28 Mielke, Blake S 6-2 199 So./Fr. Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead) 51 Griffin Grady OLB 
68 Moorman, David OL 6-5 305 So./Fr. Northville, Mich. (Northville) 52 Jacob Maxwell OL 
19 Musso, Leo*** S 5-10 194 Sr.#/Sr. Waunakee, Wis. (Waunakee) 52 David Pfaff DE 
11 Nelson, Nick CB 5-11 204 Jr/Jr. Glenarden, Md. (Suitland/Hawai’i) 53 TJ. Edwards ILB 
85 Neuville, Zander* TE 6-5 270 Jr./So. Waupaca, Wis. (Waupaca) 56 Zack Baun OLB 
34 Obasih, Chikwe** DE 6-3 267 Sr./Jr. Brookfield, Wis. (Central) 57. Alec James DE 
23 Ogunbowale, Dare*** RB 5-11 205 Sr.#/Sr. Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 58 Mike Maskalunas ILB 
50 Orr, Chris* ILB 6-0 227 So./So. DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto) 59 Tyler Johnson OLB 
92 Patterson, Jeremy* NT 6-3 350 Jr./So. Screven, Ga. (Wayne County) 60 Connor Udelhoven LS 
1:1, Peavy, Jazz* WR 6-0 184 Sr./Jr. Kenosha, Wis. (Tremper) 61 ‘Tyler Biadasz OL 
49 Penniston, Kyle TE 6-4 236 So./Fr. Orange, Calif. (Mater Dei) 62 Patrick Kasl OL 
52 Pfaff, David DE 6-2 269 So./Fr. Mequon, Wis. (Homestead) 63 Michael Deiter OL 
46 Popp, Jack WR 6-2 201 Fr./Fr. Mequon, Wis. (Homestead) 64 Brett Connors OL 
41 Praschak, Max OLB 6-2 210 So./Fr. Somerset, Wis. (Somerset) 65 Ryan Ramczyk OL 
95 Preston, Keldric OLB 6-4 259 Fr./Fr. Tampa, Fla. (Robinson) 65 Olive Sagapolu NT 
27 Pryor, Kendric WR 5-11, 179 Fr./Fr. Hazel Crest, Ill. (Homewood-Flossmoor) 66 Beau Benzschawel OL 
65 Ramczyk, Ryan OL 6-6 314 Sr./Jr. Stevens Point, Wis. (Stevens Point Area/UW-Stevens Point) 66 Kelly Thomas DE 
20 Ramesh, Austin** FB 6-1 251 Sr./Jr, Land O’ Lakes, Wis. (Northland Pines) 67 Jon Dietzen OL 
93 Rand, Garrett NT 6-2 274 Fr./Fr. Chandler, Ariz. (Hamilton) 68 David Moorman OL 
74 Roberge, Gunnar NT 6-4 281 So./Fr. Seymour, Wis. (Seymour) 68 Hegeman Tiedt DE 
38 Rosowski, P.J.* P 6-3 211 Jr./So. Stoughton, Wis. (Stoughton) 71. Cole Van Lanen OL 
43 Roy, Peter WR 6-0 187 Jr./So. Muskego, Wis. (Muskego) 73 Kevin Estes OL 
17 Rushing, George** WR 6-1 192 Jr/Jr. Miramar, Fla. (Cardinal Gibbons) 74 Gunnar Roberge NT 
21 Saari, Mark RB 6-0 207 Jr./So. Montreal, Wis. (Hurley) 75 Micah Kapoi OL 
65 Sagapolu, Olive* NT 6-2 340 So./So. Huntington Beach, Calif. (Mater Dei) 77 lan Dretzka OL 
7 Shaw, Bradrick RB 6-1 211 So./Fr. Birmingham, Ala. (Hoover) 78 Jason Erdmann OL 
94 Sheehy, Conor** DE 6-4 288 Jr/Jr. Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 79 David Edwards OL 
8 Shelton, Sojourn*** CB 5-9 168 Sr./Sr. Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Plantation) 81 Troy Fumagalli TE 
44 Steffes, Eric*** TE 6-5 262 Sr.#/Sr. Mount Calvary, Wis. (St. Mary's Springs) 82 Henry Houden WR 
23 Stokke, Mason ILB 6-2 217 Fr./Fr. Menomonie, Wis. (Menomonie) 84 AJ. Taylor WR 
84 Taylor, A.J. WR 5-11 194 Fr./Fr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 85 Zander Neuville TE 
66 Thomas, Kelly DE 6-6 274 So./Fr. Racine, Wis. (St. Catherine’s) 86 Ricky Finco WR 
46 Thomas, Nick ILB 6-2 240 So./Fr. Bradenton, Fla. (IMG Academy) 87  Quintez Cephus WR 
68 Tiedt, Hegeman DE 6-4 235 Fr./Fr. Burlington, Wis. (Burlington) 90 = Connor Allen P 
25 Tindal, Derrick** CB 5-11 175 Jr/Jr. Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Boyd Anderson) 90 _ Luke Benzschawel TE 
30 Trezy, Serge* CB 6-2 201 Sr.#/Sr. Orlando, Fla. (Agape/Eastern Arizona) 92 Jeremy Patterson NT 
60 Udelhoven, Connor*** LS 6-0 228 Sr.#/Sr. St. Paul, Minn. (Cretin-Derham Hall) 93. Garrett Rand NT 
71 Van Lanen, Cole OL 6-5 287 Fr./Fr. Green Bay, Wis. (Bay Port) 94 Conor Sheehy DE 
37 Verstegen, Bret S 5-11 183 So./Fr. Kimberly, Wis. (Kimberly) 95 Keldric Preston OLB 
20 Volpentesta, Cristian DB 5-9 191 Fr./Fr. Highland Park, III. (Highland Park) 96 Billy Hirschfeld DE 
42 Watt, T.J.* OLB 6-5 243 Sr./Jr. Pewaukee, Wis. (Pewaukee) 97 — \Isaiahh Loudermilk DE 
39 Whalen, Jake OLB 6-1 236 So./Fr. Wausau, Wis. (West) 98 Kraig Howe DE 
15 Wheelwright, Robert*** WR 6-3 211 Sr./Sr. Columbus, Ohio (Walnut Ridge) 

18 Williams, Caesar CB 6-0 179 Fr./Fr. Grand Prairie, Texas (South) 

*- letters won | # - indicates fifth-year senior 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 

56 Zack Baun BONN 10 Rafael Gaglianone HA-fy-el / GAH-glee-ah-no-nee 65 Ryan Ramczyk RAM-check 
66 Beau Benzschawel BEN-shawl 14 Garrett Groshek GROW-sheck 20 Austin Ramesh RAM-ish 
90 Luke Benzschawel BEN-shawl 39 Zach Hintze HINTS 74 Gunnar Roberge ROW-berge 
61 Tyler Biadasz bee-AH-dish 12 Alex Hornibrook HORN-ee-brook 38 PJ. Rosowski rah-ZOW-skee 
47 Vince Biegel BEE-gull 41 Henry Houden HOW-den 43 Peter Roy (rhymes with “boy”) 
24 Keelon Brookins KEY-len 12  Natrell Jamerson nuh-TRELL / JAME-er-son 21° Mark Saari (“sorry”) 
26 Eric Burrell buh-REL 75 Micah Kapoi kah-POY 65 Olive Sagapolu oh-LEE-vay / SONG-ah-poe-loo 
29 Dontye Carriere-Williams DON-tay / CARE-ee-er 62 Patrick Kasl (“castle”) 94 Conor Sheehy SHEE-hee 
87 Quintez Cephus SEE-fuss 9 Karé Lyles kuh-RAY 8 Sojourn Shelton SO-jurn 
48 Jack Cichy SITCH-ee 30 Aaron Maternowski MATTER-now-skee 23 Mason Stokke STAH-kee 
6 Corey Clement CLEM-ent 28 Blake Mielke MEEL-kee 25 Derek Tindal TIN-del 
63 Michael Dieter DEE-ter 85 Zander Neuville NEV-ell 30 Serge Trezy Surge / TREH-zee 
73 Kevin Estes ESS-tess 34 Chikwe Obasih CHEEK-way / oh-BAH-see 60 Connor Udelhoven YOU-del-ho-ven 
21 Arrington Farrar fah-RAHR 23 Dare Ogunbowale DAR-ay / oh-goon-bo-WALL-ay 37 Bret Verstegen ver-STAY-gen 
31 Lubern Figaro LOO-bern / fih-GAHR-oh 52 David Pfaff FOFF 30 Jake Whalen WAY-len 
81 Troy Fumagalli foo-mah-GAH-lee 29 Max Praschak PRAH-shock 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


RECORD BOOK UPDATES 


INDIVIDUAL CAREER SACKS 
1. Tarek Saleh, 1993-96 33 
RUSHING YARDS 2. Tom Burke, 1995-98 32 
1. Ron Dayne, 1996-99 7,125 3. Mike Thompson, 1991-94 28 
2. Montee Ball, 2009-12 5,140 4. — Tim Jordan, 1983-86 27 
3. Melvin Gordon, 2011-14 4,915 5. Wendell Bryant, 1998-2001 24 
4. Anthony Davis, 2001-04 4,676 6. John Favret, 1996-00 22 
5. James White, 2010-13 4,015 7. Don Davey, 1986-90 21 
6. PJ. Hill, 2006-08 3,942 8. Vince Biegel, 2012-present 20.5 
7. Billy Marek, 1972-75 3,709 
8. Brent Moss, 1991-94 3,428 PASSES DEFENDED 
9. Terrell Fletcher, 1991-94 3,414 1. Mike Echols, 1998-2001 62 
10. John Clay, 2008-10 3,413 2. Jamar Fletcher, 1998-2000 57 
11. Alan Ameche, 1951-54 3,345 3: Scott Starks, 2001-04 52 
12. Corey Clement, 2013-present 3,021 4, Jim Leonhard, 2001-04 50 
13. Larry Emery, 1983-86 2,979 5. Jeff Messenger, 1991-94 44 
6. Sojourn Shelton, 2013-present 41 
RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS 
1. Montee Ball, 2009-12 77 PASS BREAKUPS 
2. Ron Dayne, 1996-99 71 1. Mike Echols, 1998-01 49 
3. James White, 2010-13 45 2. Scott Starks, 2001-04 45 
Melvin Gordon, 2011-14 45 3. Jamar Fletcher, 1998-00 36 
5. Billy Marek, 1972-75 44 4. Sojourn Shelton, 2013-present 32 
6 Anthony Davis, 2001-04 42 
P.J. Hill, 2006-08 42 
8. John Clay, 2008-10 41 INDIVIDUAL SEASON 
9. Corey Clement, 2013-present 35 
10. Brent Moss, 1991-94 34 EESSING ARDS FRESHMEN 
1. Darrell Bevell, 1992 1,479 
AVERAGE PER CARRY (MIN. 300 ATT.) 5 aan Cullneor 1999 “ 
1. Melvin Gordon, 2011-14 7.79 - * : 
2. James White, 2010-13 6.24 ee — 
3: Ron Dayne, 1996-99 5.84 
4. Montee Ball, 2009-12 5.56 AGS 
5. Terrell Fletcher, 1991-94 5.56 = Ue aa 
6. Corey Clement, 2013-present 5.45 = mre ae voce 3 
i eee eae ~~ O'Brien Schofield, 2009 12 
8. Michael Bennett, 1999-2000 5.39 5. Tim Jordan, 1985 rr 
TOTAL TOUCHDOWNS Peni ins ee “ 
1. Montee Ball, 2009-12 83 ee aa 
2 Ron Dayne, 1996-99 7 8. Mike Thompson, 1993 10 
3, Melvin Gordon, 2011-14 49 ea SU eae = 
- : 10. Joe Schobert, 2015 9.5 
4. James White, 2010-13 48 
moe aq PASSES DEFENDED 
: : 1. Mike Echols, 2000 25 
4 eee i Jim Leonhard, 2002 25 
: 3. Jamar Fletcher, 2000 21. 
9. Corey Clement, 2013-present 37 Jamar Fletcher, 1998 19 
10. Brent Moss, 1991-93 34 Scott Starks, 2003 19 
6. Jamar Fletcher, 1999 17 
TACKIES FOR LOSS Devin Smith, 2012 17 
o1_—_late Saleh eve adi 8. LaMar Campbell, 1996 16 
2: Mike Thompson, 1991-94 57 Jack Ikegwuonu, 2007 16 
Sia Jom Burke, A 72-28 ae Sojourn Shelton, 2016 16 
4. Chris Borland, 2009-13 50 
5: Don Davey, 1987-90 49 PASS BREAKUPS 
eee gs 1. Mike Echols, 2000 19 
7 Anttaj Hawthorne, 2001-04 42.5 2. Scott Starks, 2003 18 
8. Matt Shaughnessy, 2005-08 41.5 3. Jack Ikegwuonu, 2007 15 
9. ends Bryant 1998-01 41 4 Jamar Fletcher, 2000 14 
10. Darryl Sims, 1980-84 39 Jim Leonhard, 2002 14 
11. Mike Taylor, 2009-12 38.5 6. Troy Vincent, 1994 13 
Vince Biegel, 2012-present 38.5 Allen Langford, 2008 13 
13. JJ. Watt, 2009-10 36.5 Devin Smith, 2012 13 
14. Joe Schobert, 2012-15 35.5 9. Ken Dixon, 1976 12 
Jamar Fletcher, 1998 12 
Mike Echols, 1999 12 
Mike Echols, 2001 12 
Marcus Cromartie, 2012 12 
Sojourn Shelton, 2016 12 


RECORD BOOK UPDATES 


TEAM SEASON 
FIELD GOALS 
1. 22 1992 
2. 211 2007 
3. 20 1984 
20 2008 
5. 19 1998 
19 2014 
19 2016 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 
1. 32 1992 
2 27 2015 
3. 26 1984 
26 2016 
RUSHING YARDS ALLOWED PER GAME 
4, 66.8 yards (601 yards/9 games) 1951 
2: 88.2 yards (1,147 yards/13 games) 2009 
3. 92.2 yards (1,106 yards/12 games) 1998 
4. 95.4 yards (1,240 yards/13 games) 2015 
5: 96.9 yards (1,260 yards/13 games) 2016 
6. 102.5 yards (1,333 yards/13 games) 2013 
RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS ALLOWED 
45 5 (12 games, 1998 
2: 7 (12 games, 2004 
3: 8 (13 games, 2009 
8 (13 games, 2013 
8 (13 games) 2016 
6. 9 (11 games, 1990 
9 (13 games, 2006 
9 (13 games, 2010 
INTERCEPTIONS 
1. 26 (12 games) 1981 
2. 23 (9 games, 1949 
23 (9 games, 1958 
23 (10 games) 1959 
23 (12 games) 1984 
6. 22 (10 games) 1970 
22 (11 games) 1975 
22 (14 games) 2002 
9. 21 (four times, most recently 2016) 
THIRD-DOWN PCT. DEFENSE 
1. .268 2016 
2. .282 2006 
3. .284 2014 
4. 306 2013 
5. 2302 2004 
312 2015 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


BOWL GAME RECORDS (INDIVIDUAL) 


14.6 Darrell Bevell vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
14.2 John Stocco vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
13.7 Scott Tolzien vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


MOST POINTS SCORED 

24 — Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

18 Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

17 Gary Kroner vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

14 Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

13 Todd Gregoire vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 


MOST TOUCHDOWNS 
4 — Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

Gary Kroner vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

Brent Moss vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
John Clay vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


NON-OFFENSIVE SCORING PLAYS 

Ernest Von Heimburg safety vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

11-yard interception return by Andy Crooks vs. Georgia, Outback 

(Jan. 1, 2005) 

19-yard interception return by Jeff Messenger vs. Duke, Hall of 

Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

46-yard interception return by Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Rose 

(Jan. 1, 1999) 

82-yard interception return by Cyril Weems vs. Utah, Copper 

(Dec. 27, 1996) 

33-yard fumble return by Louis Nzegwu vs. Oregon, Rose 

Jan. 2, 2012) 

91-yard kickoff return by Kenzel Doe vs. South Carolina, 
Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


MOST PASSING YARDS 

401 Ron Vander Kelen vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

301 John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

296 Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

260 Scott Tolzien vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
217 Joel Stave vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

206 John Stocco vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
203 Michael Howard vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
183 Randy Wright vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
170 John Stocco vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

169 Jim Sorgi vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 


MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
48 Ron Vander Kelen vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
34 — John Stocco vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
29 — Michael Howard vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
27 Mike Samuel vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
John Stocco vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
27 — Joel Stave vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 
Joel Stave vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
26 James Haluska vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
26 — Scott Tolzien vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
25 — Dale Hackbart vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 
25 — Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


MOST PASS COMPLETIONS 
33 Ron Vander Kelen vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
9 Michael Howard vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, '84) 
19 Scott Tolzien vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
9 — Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
8 Joel Stave vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
5 John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
14 — John Stocco vs. Arkansas, Capital One, Jan. 1, 2007) 
4 
4 
3 


yler Donovan vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
Joel Stave vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 
Jim Sorgi vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 


MOST YARDS PER PASS COMPLETION 

20.3 Randy Wright vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
20.1 John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

17.1. Mike Samuel vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

15.6 Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

15.0 Brooks Bollinger vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

14.7 John Stocco vs. Arkansas, Capital One, Jan. 1, 2007) 
14.7 Dustin Sherer vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 


MOST PASSING TOUCHDOWNS 


2 Ron Vander Kelen vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

2 Randy Wright vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
2 Randy Wright vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
2 Brooks Bollinger vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

2 Brooks Bollinger vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

2 John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

2 John Stocco vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

2 Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
LONGEST PASSES 

87 — Randy Wright vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
54 — Brooks Bollinger vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

52 — Darrell Bevell vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

45 — John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

43 Jess Cole vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

43 John Stocco vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

43 Dustin Sherer vs. Florida St., Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
39 John Stocco vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

38 James Haluska vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

38 Russell Wilson vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


LONGEST PASSING TOUCHDOWNS 


87 


54 
38 


30 


22 


Randy Wright to Tim Stracka vs. Kansas State, 
ndependence (Dec. 11, 1982) 

Brooks Bollinger to Lee Evans vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 
Russell Wilson to Jared Abberderis vs. Oregon, Rose 

Jan. 2, 2012) 

John Stocco to Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Capital 

One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

John Stocco to Paul Hubbard vs. Arkansas, Capital One 
Jan. 1, 2007) 


MOST NET RUSHING YARDS 


Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
Brian Calhoun vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
Ron Dayne vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Montee Ball vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

Brent Moss vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

P.J. Hill vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Melvin Gordon vs. S. Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 


errell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
Brent Moss vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

Ron Dayne vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

Montee Ball vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

Brian Calhoun vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
Alan Ameche vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Anthony Davis vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
Melvin Gordon vs. S. Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


MOST RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS 


Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

Brent Moss vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
John Clay vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


MOST NET YARDS PER RUSH ATTEMPT (Min. 10 Att.) 


P.J. Hill vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

P.J. Hill vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

Brian Calhoun vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

Joe Armentrout vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
John Clay vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


6.2 Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
6.0 Montee Ball vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 
LONGEST RUSHES 

64 — Ron Dayne vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

60 Brian Calhoun vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
54 — Alan Ameche vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

54 — Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

53 Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

52 Mike Samuel vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

52. John Clay vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
50 PJ. Hill vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

49 Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
46 PJ. Hill vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
LONGEST RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS 

54 — Ron Dayne vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

53 Melvin Gordon vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 

49 Terrell Fletcher vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
40 — Ron Dayne vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

38 Mike Samuel vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 


Receiving 


MOST RECEIVING YARDS 
173 (6 rec.), Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
163 (11 rec.), Pat Richter vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
128 (7 rec.), Lance Kendricks vs. Miami, Champs Sports 

Dec. 29, 2009) 
119 (4 rec.), Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
104 (9 rec.), Nick Toon vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
87 (1 rec.), Tim Stracka vs. Kansas State, Independence 

Dec. 11, 1982) 
86 (3 rec.), Lee Evans vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 
85 (5 rec.), Jeff Nault vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
83 (5rec.), Brandon Williams vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
82 (5rec.), Travis Beckum vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
MOST RECEPTIONS 
11 Pat Richter vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
9 ick Toon vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
7 Garrett Graham vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
7 Lance Kendricks vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, ‘09) 
6 Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
6 Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
6 Garrett Graham vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, ‘09) 
5 Done 10 times, MR: Alex Erickson vs. USC, 


Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST YARDS PER RECEPTION* 


29.8 
28.8 


18.5 


18.3 


18.3 


17.0 


16.6 


16.4 


16.0 


15.2 


4 rec.) Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
6 rec.), Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Capital One 

Jan. 2, 2006) 

4 rec.), Jonathan Orr vs. Auburn, Capital One 

Jan. 2, 2006) 

4 rec.), Paul Hubbard vs. Arkansas, Capital One 

Jan. 1, 2007) 

7 rec.), Lance Kendricks vs. Miami, Champs Sports 

Dec. 29, 2009 
5 rec.), Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State 
Dec. 13, 1981 
5 rec.), Brandon Williams vs. Colorado, Alamo 
Dec. 28, 2002 
5 rec.), Travis Beckum vs. Arkansas, Capital One 
Jan. 1, 2007) 
4 rec.), David Keeling vs. Kansas State, Independence 
Dec. 11, 1982 
5 rec.), Chris Chambers vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


*minimum four receptions 


MOST RECEIVING TOUCHDOWNS 


1 


Many times, MR: Austin Traylor vs. USC, 
Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


LONGEST RECEPTIONS 

87 Tim Stracka vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
54 Lee Evans vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

52 Tony Simmons vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

45 — Jonathan Orr vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

43 Garrett Graham vs. Florida St., Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
43 Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


43 Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
39 — Brandon Williams vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

38 Kenton Peters vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

38 — Jared Abberderis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


MOST PUNTING YARDS 

347 (8 punts) Kevin Stemke vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

312 (7 punts) Drew Meyer vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

310 (7 punts) Ken DeBauche vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

299 (7 punts) Ken DeBauche vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

268 (6 punts) Ken DeBauche vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1,‘08) 

266 (6 punts) Brad Nortman vs. FSU, Champs (Dec. 27, 2008) 

244 (6 punts) George Winslow vs. Kansas St., Independence 

(Dec. 11, 1982) 

239 (6 punts) Drew Meyer vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

229 (6 punts) Sam Veit vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

220 (6 punts) David Greenwood vs. Tennessee, Garden State 
(Dec. 13, 1981) 


MOST PUNT ATTEMPTS 

Kevin Stemke vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Ken DeBauche vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

Ken DeBauche vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
Drew Meyer vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

David Greenwood vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
George Winslow vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
Sam Veit vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

Ken DeBauche vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
Brad Nortman vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Drew Meyer vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


DAAMAAWDAWAAOINNNO® 


HIGHEST PUNTING AVERAGE (Min. 4 Punts) 

44.7 (6 punts) Ken DeBauche vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
44.6 Drew Meyer vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 
44.3 Ken DeBauche vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
44.3 Brad Nortman vs. Florida State, Champs Sports 

, 2008) 
Kevin Stemke vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
Kevin Stemke vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
Ken DeBauche vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
Scott Cepicky vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame 

, 1984) 
Kevin Stemke vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
George Winslow vs. Kansas St., Independence 
Dec. 11, 1982) 


o 
ray 
OQ 
~ 
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LONGEST PUNTS 

61 George Winslow vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
58 Ken DeBauche vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

57 Brad Nortman vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

56 Kevin Stemke vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

56 Brad Nortman vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

55 Brad Nortman vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
54 Ken DeBauche vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

54 — Drew Meyer vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

53 Wendall Gulseth vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

53 Pat Richter vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 


MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS 

75 (2 returns) Thad McFadden vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame 

(Dec. 29, 1984) 

49 (3 returns) Keith Jackson vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

35 (3 returns) Jim Leonhard vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

34 (2 returns) Brandon Williams vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

(3 returns) Jim Leonhard vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

32 (2 returns) Archie Roy Burks vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

26 (2 returns) William Smith vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

26 (2 returns) Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 

22 (3 returns) Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State 
(Dec. 13, 1981) 


OST PUNT RETURNS (Min. 3 Returns) 
Paul Shwaiko vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
Jim Leonhard vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
Jim Leonhard vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
David Gilreath vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
Jared Abbrederis vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 


wwnwnwnre 


HIGHEST PUNT RETURN AVERAGE (Min. 3 Returns) 

16.3 (3 ret.) Keith Jackson vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
11.6 (3 ret.) Jim Leonhard vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

11.3 (3 ret) Jim Leonhard vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


7.3 (3 ret.) Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State 
(Dec. 13, 1981) 
LONGEST PUNT RETURNS 


67 — Thad McFadden vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
25 — David Gilreath vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

24 Keith Jackson vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

21 William Smith vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

20 — Jim Leonhard vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

19 Brandon Williams vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
17 William Hutchinson vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

16 Archie Roy Burks vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

15 — Archie Roy Burks vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

15 Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 


Kickoff Returns 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 

201 Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 

142 Kenzel Doe vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
100 Michael Jones vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
99 Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
96 Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
92 David Gilreath vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

82 Kevin Huntley vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

79 Michael Bennett vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

66 ick Davis vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

66 David Gilreath vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURNS 

8 Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 

5 Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
5 Brandon Williams vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

4 Michael Jones vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
4 Kevin Huntley vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
4 

4 


David Gilreath vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 
Kenzel Doe vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


HIGHEST KICKOFF RETURN AVERAGE (Min. 3 Returns) 
35.5 (4 returns) Kenzel Doe vs. South Carolina, Capital One 
Jan. 1, 2014) 

32.0 (3 returns) Thad McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State 
Dec. 13, 1981) 

30.6 (3 returns) David Gilreath vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
25.1. (8 returns) Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose 

Jan. 1, 2012) 

25.0 (4 returns), Michael Jones vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame 
Dec. 29, 1984) 

22.0 (3 returns), Nick Davis vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
21.6 (3 returns), Louis Holland vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
20.5 (4 returns), Kevin Huntley vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
19.8 (5 returns), Brandon Williams vs. Auburn, Music City 

Dec. 31, 2003) 
19.6 (3 returns), Aaron Stecker vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996 


LONGEST KICKOFF RETURNS 
91* Kenzel Doe vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014 
60 — David Gilreath vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

60 Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 

54 — Michael Bennett vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

44 had McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981 
42 ick Davis vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
36 had McFadden vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981 
31 Jerone Pettus vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

29 Keith Jackson vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

29 — Jared Abbrederis vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 1, 2012) 

* Touchdown 


Interceptions 


MOST INTERCEPTIONS 
1 24 times, MR: Sojourn Shelton vs. USC, 
Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST INTERCEPTION RETURN YARDS 

82 Cyril Weems vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

46 Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

24 Pete Monty vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

20 — Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

19 — Jeff Messenger vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
18 — Aaron Henry vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


17 Jason Suttle vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

13 Darius Jones vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
11 Andy Crooks vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
9 Chris Hein vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURNS 

82 — Cyril Weems vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

46 Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

24 Pete Monty vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

20 — Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

19 — Jeff Messenger vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
18 — Aaron Henry vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

17 Jason Suttle vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

13 Darius Jones vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
11 Andy Crooks vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
9 Chris Hein vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


Field Goals 


MOST FIELD GOALS 

4 Todd Gregoire vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
3 Rafael Gaglianone vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

2 John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

2 Mike Allen vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

2 Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

2 Philip Welch vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
2 Philip Welch vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
2 Philip Welch vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 

2 Rafael Gaglianone vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


OST FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS 

odd Gregoire vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

aylor Mehlhaff vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
Philip Welch vs. vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

Rafael Gaglianone vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

Vitaly Pisetsky vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Mike Allen vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

Philip Welch vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Philip Welch vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
Jack Russell vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
Rafael Gaglianone vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MUNONNYUNNNWWWHWOHRZ® 


LONGEST FIELD GOALS MADE 

52 Taylor Mehihaff vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
48 John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

46 Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

44 Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

43 John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

41 Philip Welch vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
40 Todd Gregorie vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
40 Matt Davenport vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

38 John Hall vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

37 Mike Allen vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

37 Philip Welch vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
37 Philip Welch vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 


LONGEST FIELD GOALS ATTEMPTED (All 40-Yarders) 

53 (missed) Taylor Mehlhaff vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

52 (made) — Taylor Mehihaff vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

48 (made) — John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
6 (made) Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
4 (made) Mike Allen vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

43 (made) John Hall vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
2 
1 


missed) Jack Russell vs. S. Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
made) Philip Welch vs. Florida State, Champs Sports 
(Dec. 27, 2008) 

Todd Gregorie vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame 

(Dec. 29, 1984) 

40 (made) Matt Davenport vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 


40 (made) 


GAME-WINNING FIELD GOALS 
37 Mike Allen vs. Colorado in OT, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
25 — Rafael Gaglianone vs. Auburn in OT, 
Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
29 — Rafael Gaglianone vs. USC, 2:27 4th quarter, 
Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
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MOST TACKLES 

Jim Melka vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
Craig Raddatz vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
Jason Doering vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

im Krumrie vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 


4 
14 
4 
3 
3 Pete Monty vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 


Jason Doering vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
Donnel Thompson vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
Mike Taylor vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
im Krumrie vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
Chris Borland vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


fo} 
n 
si 


TACKLES FOR LOSS (at least 2) 
Jonathan Casillas vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
Guy Boliaux vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
om Burke vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

om Burke vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
Nick Greisen vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000 
Jeff Mack vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002 
Joe Schobert vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
Jack Cichy vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
om Burke vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996 
Ben Herbert vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Wendell Bryant vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Darius Jones vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

Mark Zalewski vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

Joe Stellmacher vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
DeAndre Levy vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Chris Borland vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
O'Brien Schofield vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
J.J. Watt vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


RUNNY NYNUNYNYNWwWBHWWWHWwWAZ 


MOST TACKLE FOR LOSS YARDAGE 

23 Jack Cichy vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

20 Ben Herbert vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

13 Tom Burke vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

3 Nick Greisen vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

Jonathan Casillas vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
DeAndre Levy vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
Jason Chapman vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
Nick Hayden vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
Wendell Bryant vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Mike Herrington vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
David Greenwood vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
OBrien Schofield vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


COCO +=MWw 


MOST QUARTERBACK SACKS 
3. Jack Cichy vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
2 Ben Herbert vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
2 DeAndre Levy vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
2 OBrien Schofield vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
1 Done 32 times (MR: Michael Caputo vs. Auburn, 

Outback, Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST QUARTERBACK SACKS YARDAGE 

23 Jack Cichy vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015 
20 Ben Herbert vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
13 DeAndre Levy vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
12 Mark Shumate vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
12 Jason Chapman vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
11 ick Greisen vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000 
1 ick Hayden vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

10 Mike Herrington vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
10 — David Greenwood vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
10 O'Brien Schofield vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
9 Pete Monty vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


Pass Breakups 


MOST PASS BREAKUPS (at least 2) 

Matt VandenBoom vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
Jamar Fletcher vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

James Nettles vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

John Favret vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Gary Kroner vs. USC, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

David Greenwood vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
Jody O'Donnell vs. Kansas St., Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
Leonard Taylor vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

Wendell Bryant vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Roger Knight vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Brett Bell vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

Jonathan Casillas vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
J.J. Watt vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
Michael Caputo vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
Michael Caputo vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


Blocked Kicks/Punts 


ALL BLOCKED KICKS / PUNTS BY WISCONSIN 

Ben Strickland blocked punt vs. Arkansas, Capital One 
(Jan. 1, 2007) 

Tarek Saleh blocked 45-yard field goal attempt vs. Utah, Copper 
(Dec. 27, 1996) 

Mike Echols blocked 23-yard field goal attempt vs. Stanford, 
Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Elijah Hodge blocked 29-yard field goal attempt vs. Tennessee, 
Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


MMMM MMMMMHM MH WW FFE 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 
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BOWL GAME RECORDS (TEAM) 


MOST POINTS SCORED 

38 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

38 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

38 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

37 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
34 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

34 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


FEWEST POINTS ALLOWED 

3 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
7 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

9 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

10 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

10 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST POINTS, BOTH TEAMS 
83 (Oregon 45, UW 38), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

(Southern California 42, UW 37), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
69 (UW 38, UCLA 31), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

(UW 34, Auburn 31), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

(UW 31, Colorado 28), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 


FEWEST POINTS, BOTH TEAMS 
7 (Southern California 7, UW 0), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
(UW 14, Kansas State 3), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
(UW 17, Stanford 9), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
31 (UW 17, Arkansas 14), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
(UW 24, Auburn 10), Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
(UW 20, Miami 14), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


WIDEST MARGIN OF VICTORY 

(UW 38, Utah 10), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
(UW 34, Duke 20), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

14 (UI 24, Auburn 10), Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
( 
U 


UW 14, Kansas State 3), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
W 17, Stanford 9), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


MOST TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 

5 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
5 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

5 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

5 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

4 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

4 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

4 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


FEWEST TOUCHDOWNS ALLOWED 

0 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

1 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

1 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST TOUCHDOWNS SCORED BY ... 
Rushing 

4 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

4 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

4 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

3 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
3 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

3 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


Passing 

2 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

2 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

2 vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
2 vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

2 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

2 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

2 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

2 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

2 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


Interceptions 
1 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
1 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

1 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

1 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


Kickoff Returns 
1 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


Punt Returns 
Never 


Fumble Returns 


1 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


Blocked Punt Returns 
Never 


FEWEST TOUCHDOWNS ALLOWED BY... 
Rushing 

0 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

0 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 

0 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

0 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 

111 times (MR: Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009)) 


Passing 

0 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
0 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

0 by Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

0 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

0 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

0 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

0 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

0 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

19 times (MR: USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST POINTS AFTER TOUCHDOWN SCORED 
5 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

5 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

5 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

5 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

4 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 


MOST FIELD GOALS SCORED 

4 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

3 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

2 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

2 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

2 vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
2 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

2 vs. TCU, Rose Bow! (Jan. 1, 2011) 

2 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST SAFETIES SCORED 
vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 


MOST TWO-POINT CONVERSION ATTEMPTS 
vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

1 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

1 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 


MOST TWO-POINT CONVERSIONS 
vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

1 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
1 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


MOST POINTS BY QUARTERS 
First 


4 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

14 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

3 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

10 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
0 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

10 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

0 vs. TCU, Rose Bowl (Jan. 1, 2011) 


Second 
7 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

17 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

4 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

14 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

4 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

14 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


Third 

14 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

10 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

7 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

7 vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
7 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

7 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

7 vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

7 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


Fourth 

23 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
14 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
14 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

10 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

8 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

8 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


MOST POINTS BY QUARTERS, BOTH TEAMS 
First 

28 (UW 14, Oregon 14), Rose, (Jan. 2, 2012) 

24 (TCU 14, UW 10), Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

21 (Colorado 14, UW 7), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

20 (Tennessee 13, UW 7), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
17 (Washington 17, UW 0), Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

17 (UW 14, Utah 3), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

(UCLA 10, UW 7), Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

(UW 10, Arkansas 7), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 


Second 

(UW 17, UCLA 14), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

(UW 14, Oregon 14), Rose, (Jan. 2, 2012) 

21 (Tennessee 14, UW 7), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
(UW 14, South Carolina 6), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
(UW 13, USC 7), Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


Third 

21 (Southern California 14, UW 7), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
21 (Georgia 14, UW 7), Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

17 (Florida State 14, UW 3), Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
17 (UW 10, Oregon 7), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012 
17 (UW 14, Auburn 3), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


Fourth 

(UW 23, Southern California 7), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

(Auburn 14, UW 10), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

(Auburn 14, UW 8), Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

21 (UW 14, Tennessee 7), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

(UW 14, Duke 7), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
(Florida State 14, UW 7), Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
(South Carolina 14, UW 7), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


T 


MOST POINTS IN A HALF 
First 
vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996 
28 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
24 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

17 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

17 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
17 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


w 


nm 


Second 

30 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
24 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

20 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

15 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

14 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
14 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

14 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

14 vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 


MOST POINTS IN A HALF, BOTH TEAMS 
First 


56 (UW 28, Oregon 28), Rose, (Jan. 2, 2012) 

45 (UW 24, UCLA 21), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

35 (UW 21, Colorado 14), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
35 (Tennessee 21, UW 14), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
34 (UW 31, Utah 3), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
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Second 

51 (UW 30, Southern California 21), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

41 (UW 24, Auburn 17), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

38 (Florida State 28, UW 10), Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
31 (South Carolina 21, UW 10), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
30 (UW 20, Duke 10), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


HIGHEST TIME OF POSSESSION 

39:15 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
37:18 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

36:35 vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

35:42 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

33:28 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


Scoring Drives 


LONGEST SCORING DRIVES 

By Plays 

16 (FG, 71 yards, 8:33) vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

16 (TD, 75 yards, 6:35) vs. S. Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 

14 (FG, 65 yards, 6:58) vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

14 (FG, 47 yards, 7:04) vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

13 (TD, 83 yards, 7:06) vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

FG, 64 yards, 2:48) vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

12 (TD, 80 yards, 3:13) vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

D, 79 yards, 6:43) vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996 

D, 80 yards, 4:41) vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 199) 

D, 70 yards, 5:22) vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

D, 86 yards, 5:06) vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
FG, 71 yards, 4:51) vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015 

12 (TD, 64 yards, 6:15) vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015 
Y 


ards (at least 80 yards) 


322. 


T 
T 
T 
T 


TD, 7 plays, 3:32) vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
TD, 5 plays, 2:10) vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015 
TD, 8 plays, 3:17) vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
TD, 1 play, 0:13) vs. Kansas St. Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
TD, 12 plays, 5:06) vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
TD, 10 plays, 4:59) vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
TD, 10 plays, 2:04) vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 
TD, 13 plays, 7:06) vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
83 (TD, 6 plays, 2:11) vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
T 
T 
Tl 
T 
T 
T 
Tl 
T 


ays, N/A) vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
ays, 3:13) vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
ays, 2:54) vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
ays, 3:31) vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
plays, 4:41) vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

ays, 2:15) vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

ays, 2:03) vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

ays, 1:44) vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000 
ays, 1:34) vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
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By Time of Possession (at least 5:00) 
8:33 (FG, 16 plays, 71 yards) vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
7:06 (TD, 13 plays, 83 yards) vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
7:04 (FG, 14 plays, 47 yards) vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

6:58 (FG, 14 plays, 65 yards) vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
6:43 (TD, 12 plays, 79 yards) vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
6:35 (TD, 16 plays, 75 yards) vs. S. Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
6:15 (TD, 12 plays, 64 yards) vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
5:32 (TD, 10 plays, 77 yards) vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

5:22 (TD, 12 plays, 70 yards) vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 
5:12 (TD, 9 plays, 70 yards) vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, ‘08) 
5:06 (TD, 12 plays, 86 yards) vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST FIRST DOWNS 

32 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
31 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

24 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

23 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

22 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
22 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

22 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


O 


FEWEST FIRST DOWNS ALLOWED 

12 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
13 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

14 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

14 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

15 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

15 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 


MOST FIRST DOWNS, BOTH TEAMS 

52 (UCLA 31, UW 21), Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

(UW 31, Auburn 21), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

49 (Tennessee 27, UW 22), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
(UW 32, Southern California 15), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
(UCLA 25, UW 22), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 


FEWEST FIRST DOWNS, BOTH TEAMS 

26 (UW 14, Kansas State 12), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
29 (Washington 16, UW 13), Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

30 (UW 16, Stanford 14), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
31 
33 ( 


(UW 17, Miami 14), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
UW 18, Auburn 15), Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
33 (Arkansas 18, UW 15), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 


MOST FIRST DOWNS BY 

Rushing 

20 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

16 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
14 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

13 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

13 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 


Passing 

23 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
14 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

13 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

12 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

11 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

11 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 


Penalty 

5 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

4 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

3 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

3 vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
3 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

3 vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 


FEWEST FIRST DOWNS ALLOWED BY 
Rushing 
by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

2 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

3 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

4 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
4 by Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

4 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

4 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


Passing 

4 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

4 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

7 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
8 by Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

8 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

8 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


Penalty 
0 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

0 by UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

0 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

0 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

0 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

0 by Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

0 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
0 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


Total Net Yards 


MOST NET YARDS GAINED 

548 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

521 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

508 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

497 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

486 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 


FEWEST NET YARDS ALLOWED 

192 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
200 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

233 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
236 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

249 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


MOST NET YARDS GAINED, BOTH TEAMS 
1,129 (Oregon 621, UW 508) Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
1,035 (UCLA 538, UW 497), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


956 (UW 521, Auburn 435), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
(UI 446, Duke 399), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
853 (UW 486, Southern California 367), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 


FEWEST NET YARDS GAINED, BOTH TEAMS 

506 (UW 314, Kansas State 192), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
(UW 346, Colorado 200), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

(Arkansas 368, UW 201), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

586 (UW 353, Southern California 233), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
(UW 331, Stanford 259), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


MOST YARDS PER PLAY 

7.9 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 
7.6 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

7.2 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

7.1 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

6.5 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


FEWEST YARDS PER PLAY BY OPPONENT 
2.8 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
3.2 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

3.5 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

3.6 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
4.2 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS GAINED 

400 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

349 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

343 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

293 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
285 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


FEWEST RUSHING YARDS ALLOWED 

-5 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

48 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

61 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

65 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
65 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS GAINED, BOTH TEAMS 
619 (UW 400, Auburn 219), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
557 (Oregon 345, UW 212), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

507 (UW 362, UCLA 145), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

462 (UW 250, UCLA 212), Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

452 (UW 349, Utah 103), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 


FEWEST RUSHING YARDS GAINED, BOTH TEAMS 

181 (Southern California 114, UW 67), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
196 (UW 131, Kansas State 65), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
221 (UW 226, Stanford -5, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

Arkansas 232, UW -5), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

231 (UW 170, Miami 61), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


nO 
ine} 
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MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 

54 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

53 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

52 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
51 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

48 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

48 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 


FEWEST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 

28 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
28 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

29 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

35 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

36 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 


MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS BY OPPONENT 
44 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

43 by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

43 by Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

41 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

41 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 


FEWEST RUSHING ATTEMPTS BY OPPONENT 
23 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

26 by TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

27 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

28 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

29 by Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

29 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


HIGHEST AVERAGE PER RUSH 
7.8 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 
7A vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 
7.1 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 
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6.8 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
5.9 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
5.9 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


LOWEST AVERAGE PER RUSH ALLOWED 
-0.2 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

1.3 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
2.0 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
2.1 by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
2.3 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

2.3 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST NET YARDS PASSING 

419 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
301 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

296 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

260 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
217 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


FEWEST NET YARDS PASSING ALLOWED 

77 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

127 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
136 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

137 by Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

137 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST NET YARDS PASSING, BOTH TEAMS 

672 (UW 419, Southern California 253), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
572 (UCLA 418, UW 154), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

572 (UW 296, Oregon 276), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

527 (Tennessee 315, UW 212), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
520 (Tennessee 365, UW 155), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


FEWEST NET YARDS PASSING, BOTH TEAMS 

240 (UW 163, Colorado 77), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

240 (UW 83, Stanford 157), Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

290 (UW 153, Washington 137), Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

310 (UW 183, Kansas State 127), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
327 (Southern California 185, UW 142), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 


MOST PASS ATTEMPTS 

49 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
37 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
36 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

34 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

32 vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

30 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 


FEWEST PASS ATTEMPTS 

6 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

14 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

6 vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
17 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

7 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 


MOST PASS ATTEMPTS BY OPPONENT 
49 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

46 by Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

43 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

43 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

42 by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


FEWEST PASS ATTEMPTS BY OPPONENT 
3 by Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

18 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

20 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
20 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

23 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

23 by TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

23 by Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST PASS ATTEMPTS, BOTH TEAMS 

79 (Tennessee 42, UW 37), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
69 (UW 49, Southern California 20), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
68 (Georgia 41, UW 27), Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

68 (Tennessee 43, UW 25), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

66 (Duke 46, UW 20), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

66 (UW 34, Arkansas 32), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 


FEWEST PASS ATTEMPTS, BOTH TEAMS 
37 (UW 17, Stanford 20), Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

42 (UW 24, Colorado 18), Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
44 (TCU 23, UW 21), Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

45 (UW 32, Washington 13), Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 


49 (Stanford 35, UW 14), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 


MOST PASS COMPLETIONS 

34 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
19 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

19 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

19 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

18 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


FEWEST PASS COMPLETIONS BY OPPONENT 
7 by Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

9 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

10 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

11 by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

13 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
13 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 


HIGHEST PASS COMPLETION PERCENTAGE 
.731 (19-26) vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


.731 (19-26) vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

.694 (34-49) vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
.633 (19-30) vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
.621 (18-29) vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


LOWEST PASS COMPLETION PERCENTAGE BY OPPONENT 
371 (13-35) by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 

455 (15-33) by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

463 (19-41) by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

468 (15-32) by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

478 (11-23) by Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 


HIGHEST PASS COMPLETION PERCENTAGE, BOTH TEAMS 
.750 (UW 16-26, S. Carolina 23-26), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
.740 (UW 19-26, Oregon 18-24), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

.638 (UW 34-49, Southern Calif. 10-20), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

.625 (UW 19-26, Miami 16-30), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
.615 (UW 14-36, Georgia 26-29), Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 


LOWEST PASS COMPLETION PERCENTAGE, BOTH TEAMS 
.373 (UW 9-24, Kansas State 13-35), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
439 (UW 14-34, Arkansas 15-32), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

456 (UW 12-27, Georgia 19-41), Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

467 (UW 14-32, Washington 7-13), Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

481 (UW 14-37, Tennessee 24-42), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


MOST YARDS PER PASS COMPLETION 

20.3 vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
20.1 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

17.1 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

15.6 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

15.1 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


FEWEST YARDS PER PASS COMPLETION BY OPPONENT 
8.6 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

9.0 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

9.1 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

9.1 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

9.8 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 


Third-Down Conversions 


MOST THIRD DOWNS CONVERTED 

8 vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

8 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

7 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
7 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

7 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

7 vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

7 vs. Stanford (Jan. 1, 2013) 


FEWEST THIRD DOWNS CONVERTED BY OPPONENT 
2 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

3 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

3 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

3 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

4 by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

4 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

4 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 

4 by Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST THIRD DOWNS CONVERTED, BOTH TEAMS 
16 (Utah 11, UW 5), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

15 (UCLA 10, UW 5), Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

15 (UW 8, UCLA 7), Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

15 (Tennessee 9, UW 6), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


14 (UW 7, Georgia 7), Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 
14 (UW 8, Oregon 6), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012 


FEWEST THIRD DOWNS CONVERTED, BOTH TEAMS 
7 (UW 4, Stanford 3), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000, 
7 (Auburn 4, UW 3), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015 
(UW 5, Arkansas 3), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
(UW 6, Miami 2), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
( 

( 


8 
8 
9 (Kansas State 5, UW 4), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
9 (Georgia 6, UW 3), Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
HIGHEST THIRD-DOWN CONVERSION PCT. 
.615 (8-13) vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
.556 (5-9) vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

.545 (6-11) vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
.533 (8-15) vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

500 (6-12) vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 


LOWEST 3RD-DOWN CONVERSION PCT. BY OPPONENT 
.182 (2-11) by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

.214 (3-14) by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

.214 (3-14) by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

.267 (4-15) by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

.272 (3-11) by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 


Interceptions 


MOST INTERCEPTIONS 

4 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

4 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

3 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

2 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
2 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

2 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 


FEWEST INTERCEPTIONS BY OPPONENT 
0 by Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

0 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
0 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

0 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

0 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

0 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

0 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

0 by Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
0 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

0 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST INTERCEPTION RETURN YARDS 
125 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

46 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

28 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

21 vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

20 vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 


MOST PENALTIES 

13 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

12 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

12 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

8 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

75 times (MR: vs. Auburn, Capital One, Jan. 2, 2006) 


FEWEST PENALTIES 

2 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

2 vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

2 vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
3 vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

3 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

3 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

3 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST PENALTIES BY OPPONENT 

12 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
12 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

9 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
9 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

9 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

9 by Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 

9 by Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


FEWEST PENALTIES BY OPPONENT 

2 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

3 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
4 by TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 
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4 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
5 4 times (MR: Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008)) 


MOST PENALTIES, BOTH TEAMS 

21 (UW 12, UCLA 9), Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

Southern California 12, UW 7), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
UW 13, Kentucky, 6) Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
UW 12, Duke 5), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 
UCLA 9, UW 7), Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

Arkansas 12, UW 4), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 


FEWEST PENALTIES, BOTH TEAMS 

5 (UW 3, Utah 2), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

South Carolina 4, UW 2), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
Tennessee 5, UW 2), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

Southern California 6, UW 2), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
Florida State 7, UW 2), Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
UW 6, Miami 3), Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


MOST YARDS PENALIZED 

133 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
89 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994 
86 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

77 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
73 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


FEWEST YARDS PENALIZED 
10 vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

15 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
18 vs. Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

20 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
20 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


MOST YARDS PENALIZED AGAINST OPPONENT 
123 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

95 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

94 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

93 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

85 by Washington, Rose (Jan. 1, 1960) 

85 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

85 by Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 


FEWEST YARDS PENALIZED AGAINST OPPONENT 
11 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

20 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

20 by TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

23 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 

27 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 


MOST YARDS PENALIZED, BOTH TEAMS 

184 (UCLA 95, UW 89), Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

182 (UW 133, Kentucky 49), Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
170 (Southern California 93, UW 77), Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
158 (Arkansas 123, UW 35), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
157 (Tennessee 84, UW 73), Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


FEWEST YARDS PENALIZED, BOTH TEAMS 

(South Carolina 23, UW 15), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
2 (UW 31, Utah 11), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

1 (UW 41, TCU 20), Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

Tennessee 60, UW 10), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

6 (Oregon 56, UW 20), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


MOST PUNTS 

8 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

7 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

7 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

6 7 times (MR: vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015)) 


m 


FEWEST PUNTS 

0 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
1 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

2 vs. Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

2 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

3 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

3 vs. TCU, Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 

3 vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


MOST PUNTS BY OPPONENT 

8 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

8 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
8 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

8 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 

7 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


FEWEST PUNTS BY OPPONENT 

2 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

2 by Utah, Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

3 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

3 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

3 by UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 

3 by Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

3 by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


MOST PUNTS, BOTH TEAMS 
16 (UW 8, Stanford 8), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 
5 (Arkansas 8, UW 7), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
4 (Kansas State 8, UW 6), Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
13 (Southern California 8, UW 5), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
3 (UW 7, Georgia 6), Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
3 (UW 6, Tennessee 7), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


FEWEST PUNTS, BOTH TEAMS 

3 (South Carolina 3, UW 0), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
4 (UW 2, Utah 2), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

(Duke 4, UW 1), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

(Oregon 3, UW 2), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 
( 

( 


TCU 4, UW 3), Rose (Jan. 1, 2011) 
Auburn 4, UW 3), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


NNO 


MOST PUNT YARDS 

347 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

312 vs Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

310 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 
299 vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
268 vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


MOST PUNT YARDS BY OPPONENT 

411 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
306 by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

295 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

294 by Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
274 by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST PUNT YARDS, BOTH TEAMS 

653 (UW 347, Stanford 306), Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

607 (Southern California 411, UW 196), Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
585 (UW 312, Stanford 273) Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

568 (UW 299, Arkansas 269), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
563 (UW 268, Tennessee 295), Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


FEWEST PUNT YARDS, BOTH TEAMS 

101 (South Carolina 101, UW 0), Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
144 (UW 82, Utah 42), Copper (Dec. 27, 1996) 

208 (Duke 170, UW 38), Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

227 (Oregon 138, UW 89), Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

262 (Auburn 183, UW 79), Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 


HIGHEST PUNTING AVERAGE (Min. 5 Punts) 
44,7 (6 punts) vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
44.6 (7 punts) vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

44.3 (7 punts) vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

44.3 (6 punts) vs. Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
43.6 (5 punts) vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

HIGHEST PUNTING AVG. BY OPPONENT (Min. 5 Punts) 
51.4 (8 punts) by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

48.2 (5 punts) by Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
45.7 (6 punts) by Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

45.5 (6 punts) by Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 

45.2 (6 punts) by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 


MOST PUNT RETURNS 

7 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 

4 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

3 6 times (MR: vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2013) 


S 
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MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS 

78 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 
69 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1953) 
49 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

35 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

34 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


MOST PUNT RETURNS BY OPPONENT 
5 by Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
5 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 


4 by Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
4 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 
3.5 times (MR: by Colorado, Alamo, Dec. 28, 2002) 


MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS BY OPPONENT 
45 by Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

29 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

29 by Florida State, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
26 by Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 

21 by UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 


Kickoff Returns 


MOST KICKOFF RETURNS 

8 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

5 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
5 vs. Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

5 vs. Duke, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2, 1995) 

5 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

5 vs. Auburn, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 

5 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 2005) 

5 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 

201 vs. Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

160 vs. South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014) 
119 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
104 vs. Georgia, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

103 vs. Tennessee, Outback (Jan. 1, 2008) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURNS BY OPPONENT 

5 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

5 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

5 by Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

5 by USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 

4 8 times (MR: by South Carolina, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2014)) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS BY OPPONENT 
180 by Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 

141 by Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 

133 by Kentucky, Hall of Fame (Dec. 29, 1984) 

128 by Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

125 by Oregon, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 


Tackles for Loss 


MOST TACKLES FOR LOSS 

10 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

9 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
9 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

9 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

9 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
9 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


MOST TACKLES FOR LOSS YARDAGE 

55 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
44 vs. Southern California, Rose (Jan. 1, 1963) 
44 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

43 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

39 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


Quarterback Sacks 


MOST QUARTERBACK SACKS 

5 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
5 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
4 vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

4 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

4 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


MOST QUARTERBACK SACKS YARDAGE 
51 vs. Tennessee, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 
38 vs. Auburn, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 

26 vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

25 vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
23 vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 
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Weather Conditions 


WARMEST TEMPERATURES AT KICKOFF 

82 and sunny, Rose (Jan. 2, 2012) 

78 and clear and sunny, Champs Sports (Dec. 27, 2008) 
74 and clear, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

73 and slightly hazy, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

73 and cloudy, Capital One (Jan. 2, 2006) 


COLDEST TEMPERATURES AT KICKOFF 

35 and sunny, Garden State (Dec. 13, 1981) 

38 and light drizzle, Independence, (Dec. 11, 1982) 
50 and clear and cool, Outback (Jan. 1, 1998) 

50 and mostly sunny, Music City (Dec. 31, 2003) 
50 and clear, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 


Attendance 


HIGHEST ATTENDANCE 

101,500, Rose, Rose Bow! Stadium (Jan. 1, 1953) 
101,237, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 1994) 
100,809, Rose, Rose Bow! Stadium (Jan. 1, 1960) 
98,698, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 1963) 
94,118, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 2011) 
93,872, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 1999) 
93,731, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 2000) 
93,359, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 1, 2013) 
91,245, Rose, Rose Bowl Stadium (Jan. 2, 2012) 
62,414, Outback, Raymond James Stadium (Jan. 1, 2005) 
61,384, Hall of Fame, Tampa Stadium (Jan. 2, 1995) 


LOWEST ATTENDANCE 

24,684, Independence, Independence Stadium (Dec. 11, 1982) 
42,122, Copper, Arizona Stadium (Dec. 27, 1996) 

44,023, Outback, Raymond James Stadium (Jan. 1, 2015) 
47,300, Hall of Fame, Legion Field (Dec. 29, 1984) 

48,329, Holiday, Qualcomm Stadium (Dec. 30, 2015) 


GAMES STARTING AT 6 P.M. OR LATER 
Copper Bowl (Arizona Stadium), Tucson, Ariz., 7:10 p.m. 
Hall of Fame Bowl (Legion Field), Birmingham, Ala., 7:05 p.m. 
Independence Bowl (Independence Stadium), 
Shreveport, La., 7:05 p.m. 
Alamo Bowl (Alamodome), San Antonio, Texas, 7:02 p.m. 
Champs Sports Bowl (Florida Citrus Bowl Stadium), 
Orlando, Fla., 7:06 p.m. 
Holiday Bow! (Qualcomm Stadium), San Diego, Calif., 7:40 p.m. 


Comeback Wins 


13 (20-7) vs. UCLA, Sun (Dec. 29, 2000) 
a -14) vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1999) 

7 (21-14) vs. Colorado, Alamo (Dec. 28, 2002) 
7 (7-0) vs. Miami, Champs Sports (Dec. 29, 2009) 
7 (14-7) vs. Auburn, Outback (Jan. 1, 2015) 

6 (9-3) vs. Stanford, Rose (Jan. 1, 2000) 

4 (7-3) vs. Arkansas, Capital One (Jan. 1, 2007) 
3 (3-0) vs. Kansas State, Independence (Dec. 11, 1982) 
3 (3-0) vs. UCLA, Rose (Jan. 1, 1994) 

1 (21-20) vs. USC, Holiday (Dec. 30, 2015) 


BOWL GAME RECORDS 
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CAREER STATISTICS 


56 ZACK BAUN 


@ OLB =So./Fr. = 6-3 = 231 
Brown Deer, Wis. (Brown Deer) 
BAUN CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2016 11/0 9 6 15 35-18 00-0 1 0 0 0O 
Tot. 11/0 9 6 15 35-18 00-010 0 0 


BAUN CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 1 2 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 O 1 10-11 00-0 100 0-0 0 
Michigan State 2 0 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 1 1 2 05-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 3 3 6 10-6 00-0 0 00 00 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BAUN CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 6 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 


Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (3x) MR vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Sacks: - 
Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


47 VINCE BIEGEL 


@ OLB = Sr.#/Sr. = 6-4 = 245 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. (Lincoln) 


BIEGEL CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2012 2/0 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0 0 0O 
2013 13/2 19 6 25 30-14 209 0 0 0 2 
2014 14/13 38 18 56 165-67 75-43 2 2 0 2 
2015 13/13 31 35 66 140-81 80-64 0 0 0 O 
2016 11/11 25 14 39 50-13 30-110 0 0 1 
Tot. 53/39113 73 186 38.5-175 20.5-1272 2 0 5 
BIEGEL CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2012 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Utah State 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
UTEP 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2013 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
UMass 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Tenn. Tech 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atArizonaSt. 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 1 0 1 10-5 10-5 00-0 0-0 0 
at Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 4 0 4 10-4 10-4 0 0-0 0-0 1 
at Illinois 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BYU 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Indiana 2 0 2 10-5 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Minnesota 2 O 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Penn State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 
vs S.Carolina 3 O 3 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2014 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 4 4 05-6 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Ill. 4 0 4 10-5 10-5 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green 2 3 5 05-1 00-0 1 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 1-0 0-0 0 
atN’western 4 1 5 10-3 10-3 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 4 2 6 20-12 10-9 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 1 2 15-5 00-0 0 1-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 5 0 5 10-4 10-4 00-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 6 1 7 40-22 3.0-19 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Nebraska 5 0 5 20-6 0.0-0 1 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 3 1 4 05-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 3 3 6 10-11 1.0-11 0 00 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 1 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 1 0 1 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 3 2 5 10-3 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) 2 2 4 25-13 1.0-6 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 3 1 4 15-8 10-7 0 00 0-0 0 
Hawai’i 0 4 4 05-5 05-5 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 2 7 9 05-1 05-1 000 0-0 0 


Nebraska 3 3 6 15-4 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 2 2 4 0.0-00.0-00 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 3 2 5 2.0-142.0-14 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 2 1 3 10-12 1.0-12 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 3 11 14 1.5-111.0-10 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 6 0O 6 20-10 10-9 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 2 2 4 10-1 10-1 0 00 00 0 
Akron 2 0 2 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 1 0 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 3 2 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 1 O 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 3 1 4 10-1 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 
Purdue 3 0 3 10-4 10-4 0 00 00 0 
Minnesota 3 5 8 10-6 10-6 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 6 2 8 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
BIEGEL CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 14 vs. Northwestern, Nov. 21, 2015 
Tackles for Loss: 4.0 vs. Purdue, Nov. 8, 2014 

Sacks: 3.0 vs. Purdue, Nov. 8, 2014 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: 1 (5x) MR vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 


13 EVAN BONDOC 


@ S=Jr./So. = 6-1 = 203 
Madison, Wis. (Edgewood) 
BONDOC CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2014 Redshirt season 


2015 1/0 0 O O 00-0 0000 0 0 0O 
2016 9/0 1 0 1 00-0 0000 0 0 0 
Tot. 10/0 1 0 1 00-0 00-00 00 0 
BONDOC CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Akron 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BONDOC CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 1 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 

Tackles for Loss: = -- 

Sacks: - 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


9 TITUS BOOKER 


@ CB=So./Fr.= 5-11 = 190 
Round Lake Beach, III. (Grayslake North) 


BOOKER CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 13/0 5 1 6 000 0000 00 0 
Tot. 13/0 5 1 6 00-0 00-00 0 0 0 


BOOKER CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 1 0 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


CAREER STATISTICS 


Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 

0 0 0 ie) 


vs Penn State 


BOOKER CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 4vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 

Sacks: - 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: -- 


24 KEELON BROOKINS 


@S#Sr/Jr.= 5-108 218 
St. Paul, Minn. (Tartan) 


BROOKINS CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2014 7/0 2 0 2 00-0 0000 0 0 0O 
2015 11/0 2 0 2 10-2 0000 00 0 
2016 11/0 1 0 1 000 0000 00 0 
Tot. 29/0 5 0 5 10-2 00-00 00 0 
BROOKINS CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Western Ill. 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) 1 O 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 1 0 1 10-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO0 O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


BROOKINS CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 2 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 
Tackles for Loss: 1.0 vs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 
Sacks: = 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: -- 


87 QUINTEZ CEPHUS 


@ WReFr,/Fr.= 6-12195 
Macon, Ga. (Stratford Academy) 


CEPHUS CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2016 13/4 3 7 te) 2.3 
Totals 13/4 3 7 0 2.3 


© © 


CEPHUS CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS_ Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2016 13/4 4 94 O 235 57 
Totals 13/4 4 94 0 23.5 57 
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CEPHUS CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Akron 0 00 O 1 10 O 10 
Georgia State 1¢) 0 0 O 0 oOo O0O 0 
Michigan State 0 0 0 O o oOo oO 0 
Michigan (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Ohio State (0) 00 O Oo o © 0 
lowa (0) 00 O 1 57 O 57 
Nebraska (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (0) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 2 10 0 8 1 5 0 5 
Minnesota 0 00 0 1. :22 0 :22 
vs Penn State 1 -3 0 -3 o 0 0 0 
CEPHUS CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: 2 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Rush Yards: 10 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Rush TDs: - 
Long Rush: 8 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Receptions: 1 (4x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


Receiving Yards: 57 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Receiving TDs: - 
Long Reception: 57 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 


48 JACK CICHY 


@ ILB=Sr./Jr. = 6-2 = 233 
Somerset, Wis. (Hill Murray) 


CICHY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2013 4/0 1 0 1 000 0000 00 0 
2014 Redshirt season 

2015 13/4 32 28 60 80-52 50-38 0 0 0 4 
2016 7/7 45 15 60 7.0-15 15-32 0 0 2 
Tot. 24/11 78 43 12115.0-67 65-41 2 0 0 6 


CICHY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
2013 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Tenn. Tech 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BYU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Indiana 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 1 1 2 104 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami (Ohio) O 1 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 1 4 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 2 3 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
lowa 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 3 5 8 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Maryland 8 2 10 3.0-18 2.0-15 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 5 6 11 1.0-7 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Minnesota 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vs. USC 6 3 9 3,0-23 3.0-23 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 5 3 8 10-5 00-0 10-0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Georgia State 8 O 8 10-1 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Michigan State 4 2 6 1.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 11 415 35-7 10-2 100 0-0 0 
lowa 6 410 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
CICHY CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 15 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 

Tackles for Loss: 3.5 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 

Sacks: 3.0 vs. USC, Dec. 30, 2015 


Interceptions: -- 
Passes Defended: 1 (6x) MR vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 


6 COREY CLEMENT 


@ RB=Sr./Sr. = 5-11 = 227 
Glassboro, N.J. (Glassboro) 


CLEMENT CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 12/0 67 547 7 8.2 75 
2014 14/1 147 949 9 65 72 
2015 4/1 48 221 5 46 58 
2016 12/12 292 1304 14 45 68 
Totals 42/14 554 3021 35 55 75 


CLEMENT CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 12/0 1 9 te) 90 9 
2014 14/1 14 119 2 85 28 
2015 4/1 2 19 ie) 95 13 
2016 12/12 10 104 Oo 104 26 
Totals 42/14 27 251 2 93 28 


CLEMENT CAREER PUNT RETURN STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 


2013 12/0 te) (0) te) 00 600 
2014 14/1 te) (0) e) 00 600 
2015 4/1 te) (0) te) 00 600 
2016 12/12 2 28 Oo 140 24 
Totals 42/14 2 28 0 140 24 
CLEMENT CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 
2013 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
UMass 16 101 1 23 o 0 0 0 
Tennessee Tech 13 149 2 75 o 0 OO 0 
at Arizona St. 2 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 13 83 1 39 o 0 0 0 
at Ohio State (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Northwestern 4 19 0 9 1 9 0 9 
at Illinois 7 54 1 24 0 0 0 0 
at lowa (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 11 108 2 33 o 0 0 0 
at Minnesota 10) O- 0° «660 o 0 0 0 
Penn State 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 
vs S. Carolina 1 32 0 32 o 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 15 45 1 7 0 0 0 0 
Western Ill. 9 57 0 21 3 35 1 22 
Bowling Green 16 111 2 23 1 #6 0 - 6 
South Florida 16 77 O 20 1 28 O 28 
at N’western 6 22 0 13 1 15 O 15 
Illinois 13 164 1 72 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 17. 90 1 15 o 0 0 0 
at Rutgers 14 131 2 43 1 6 0 6 
at Purdue 8 23 0 8 2 0 0 2 
Nebraska 5 22 1 417 Oo 0 0 0 
at lowa 1 -10 -1 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 7 89 1 31 1 6 0 6 
vs Ohio State 5 14 0 4 2 12 O 12 
vs Auburn 15 105 O 43 2 11 #1 7 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 8 16 0 5 2 19 O 13 
Rutgers 11 115 3 58 o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 10 24 1 10 o 0 0 0 
vs. USC 19 66 1 12 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 21 86 1 12 0 0 0 0 
Akron 21 111 2 27 o 0 0 0 
Michigan State 23 54 2 22 1 3 0 -3 
Michigan 17 68 O 19 o 0 0 0 
Ohio State 25 164 0 68 1 18 O 18 
lowa 35 134 1 34 211 0 9 
Nebraska 19 82 0 41 0 0 0 0 
Northwestern 32 112 1 15 2 11 0 7 
Illinois 25 123 3 23 1 24 O 24 
Purdue 27 112 1 «13 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 26 100 2 11 o 0 0 0 
vsPenn State 21 164 1 67 3 43 O 26 


CLEMENT CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNT RETURNS 


2016 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
Ohio State 4 4 te) 40 4 
lowa (¢) (e) te) 00 600 
Nebraska 1 24 O 240 24 


CLEMENT CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 35 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 

Rush Yards: 164 (3x) MR vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 
Rush TDs: 3 (2x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 

Long Rush: 75 (TD) vs. Tenn. Tech, Sept. 7, 2013 
Receptions: 3 (2x) MR vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 


Receiving Yards: 43 vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 4 (2x) MR vs. Auburn, Jan. 1, 2015 
Long Reception: 28 vs. South Florida, Sept. 27, 2014 
Punt Returns: 1 (2x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Punt Return Yards: 24 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 

Punt ReturnTDs:  -- 

Long Punt Return: 24 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


CAREER STATISTICS 


43 RYAN CONNELLY 


@ ILB = Jr./So. = 6-3 = 235 
Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie) 


CONNELLY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 12/0 8 7 15 10-3 00-0 0 0 0 0O 
2016 13/7 32 22 54 60-10 0000 11 4 
Tot. 25/7 40 29 69 70-13 00-00 11 4 


CONNELLY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) O 3 3 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 3 1 4 05-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 4 0 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 4 3 7 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 2 1 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Nebraska 7 411 20-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Northwestern 5 3 8 1.0-1 0.00 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 4 6 15-4 00-0 0 0-01-12 1 
Purdue 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 2 3 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsPenn State 6 2 8 15-3 00-0 01-12 0-0 0 
CONNELLY CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 11 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


Tackles for Loss: 2.0 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Sacks: - 

Interceptions: 1vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Passes Defended: 2 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


28 TAIWAN DEAL 


@ RB«Jr./So. = 6-1 =» 224 
Capitol Heights, Md. (DeMatha) 


DEAL CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 10/2 117 503 6 43 17 
2016 5/1 30 155 (e) 52 12 
Totals 15/3 147 658 6 45 17 


DEAL CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS_ Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 


2015 10/2 1 4 te) 40 4 
2016 5/1 te) (¢) te) 00 60 
Totals 15/3 1 4 0 40 4 
DEAL CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 6 14 0 4 1 4 0 4 
Miami (Ohio) 14 45 2 9 o 0 0 0 
Troy 16 84 0 13 0 0 0 0 
Hawai'i 26 147 2 17 o 0 0 0 
lowa 15 59 0 10 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 4 8 0 5 o 0 0 0 
Maryland 9 42 0 14 0 0 0 0 
Northwestern 3 6 0 6 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 22, 90 2 13 o 0 O 0 
vs. USC 2 8 0 4 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Akron 12 58 O 12 o 0 0 0 
Georgia State 7 34 0 10 o 0 0 0 
Illinois 6 41 0 11 o oOo © 0 
Purdue 4 200 9 o 0 0 0 
DEAL CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: 26 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 
Rush Yards: 147 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Rush TDs: 2 (3x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 28, 2015 
Long Rush: 17 vs. Hawai’i, Sept. 26, 2015 
Receptions: 1 vs. Alabama, Sept. 5, 2015 

Receiving Yards: 4 vs. Alabama, Sept. 5, 2015 

Receiving TDs: - 


Long Reception: 4vs. Alabama, Sept. 5, 2015 


14 D’COTA DIXON 


@ S*Jr/Jr. = 5-10 = 197 
Oak Hill, Fla. (New Smyrna Beach) 


DIXON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2014 3/0 0 3 3 00-0 00-0 0 0 
2015 13/0 11 5 16 00-0 00-0 0 0 
201613/13 30 23 53 25-15 10-9 1 1 
Tot. 29/13 41 31 72 25-15 10-9 1 1 


DIXON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
2014 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 


vs LSU 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Ill 0 3 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green O O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 5 4 9 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Miami(Ohio) O 1 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 1 1 2 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 1 
Akron 0 1 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 2 1 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State4 3 7 10-9 10-9 1 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 2 2 4 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Ohio State 5 4 9 05-5 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 1 
lowa 4 2 6 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 3 0 3 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 1-5 2 
Northwestern 5 2 7 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 0 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-01-40 1 
Purdue 1 1 2 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 2 2 4 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vsPennState 3 1 4 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
DIXON CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 9 (2x) MR vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 


Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Sacks: 1.0 at Michigan State, Sept. 24, 2016 
Interceptions: 1 (4x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Passes Defended: 2 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


5 GARRET DOOLEY 


@ OLB=Sr./Jr. = 6-3 = 247 
Rochester, Ill. (Rochester) 


DOOLEY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2013 Redshirt season 

2014 Did not play 

2015 11/0 0 3 3 000 0000 00 0 
2016 13/2 23 16 39 65-35 35-25 0 0 0 O 
Tot. 24/2 23 19 42 65-35 35-25 0 0 0 O 
DOOLEY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Miami (Ohio) O O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 1 2 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 5 2 7 1.0-101.0-10 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 4 0 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 4 3 7 25-10 05-2 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 4 3 7 10-8 10-8 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 2 O 2 1.0-2 0.00 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 1 2 05-1 05-1 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 1 1 05-4 05-4 0 0-0 00 0 
vs Penn State 1 O 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
DOOLEY CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 7 (3x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


Tackles for Loss: 
Sacks: 
Interceptions: 
Passes Defended: 


2.5 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
1.0 (2x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


53 T.J. EDWARDS 


@ ILB = Jr./So. = 6-1 = 238 
Lake Villa, Ill. (Lakes Community) 


EDWARDS CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 13/13 41 43 84 65-11 00-0 10 0 4 
2016 12/11 44 35 79 85-34 30-24 0 0 2 4 
Tot. 25/24 85 78 163 15.0-45 30-24 1 0 2 8 


EDWARDS CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 6 612 10-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Miami(Ohio) 1 1 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 2 2 4 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
lowa 3 4 7 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 5 4 9 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 7 916 15-2 00-0 100 00 0 
Illinois 2 2 4 15-4 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Rutgers 1 2 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 3 2 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 2 6 8 1.0-1 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 4 2 6 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 3 1 4 10-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Akron 1 1 2 101 10-1 000 00 0 
Georgia State 6 5 11 10-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO 4 4 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 1 
Michigan 7 411 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 5 4 9 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 2 5 7 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Nebraska 5 1 6 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 4 2 6 1.5-9 10-8 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Illinois 2 3 5 20-3 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 3 0 3 1.0-151.0-15 0 0-0 1-0 1 
Minnesota 8 311 20-4 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsPennState 1 3 4 0.0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


EDWARDS CAREER HIGHS 


Tackles: 

Tackles for Loss: 
Sacks: 
Interceptions: 
Passes Defended: 


37 ANDRE 


16 vs. Purdue, Oct. 17, 2015 

2.0 (2x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
1.0 (3x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 

1 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 

2vs. Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 


W ENDICOTT 


@ K«Sr/Sr. = 5-9 #173 


Roseville, Ca 


lif. (Sesuit) 


ENDICOTT CAREER KICKING STATISTICS 


Year G/S FGM 
2013 10/0 0) 
2014 14/0 (e) 
2015 8/0 0 
2016 11/0 12 
Tot. 43/0 12 


FGA FG% Lg PAT PAT% 
0 .000 0) 0-0 .000 
0.000 0) 0-0 .000 
0 .000 0) 0-0 .000 

18 667 46 32-34 941 
18 667 46 32-34 .941 


ENDICOTT CAREER KICKOFF STATISTICS 


Year G/S_ No. 
2013 10/0 57 
2014 14/0 90 
2015 8/0 36 


Yards Avg. 
3325 58.3 
5535 61.5 
2169 60.5 


CAREER STATISTICS 


2016 11/0 2 94 47.0 
Tot. 43/0 185 11123 60.1 


ENDICOTT CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2013 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
Purdue 00 00 #5 303 606 10 00 
at Ohio State 0-0 O O 4 233 582 0 0 0-0 
Northwestern 0-0 O O 6 382 637 2 0 0-0 
at Illinois 00 00 9 529 588 10 00 
at lowa 00 00 3 163 543 00 0-0 
BYU 00 00 6 359598 10 0-0 
Indiana 00 00 9 556 618 3 0 0-0 
at Minnesota 0-O O O 5 259 518 0 0 0-0 
Penn State 0-0 OO 5 235 470 0 0 0-0 
vsS.Carolina 0-0 O O 5 306 612 10 0-0 
Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2014 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vs LSU 00 00 5 314 628 0 0 0-0 
Western Ill 0-0 O 0 4 245 612 0 0 0-0 
Bowling GreenO-O O O 12 755 629 6 O 0-0 
South Florida 0-O O O 6 387 645 3 0 0-0 
at N’western 0-0 O O 3 164 547 0 0 0-0 
Illinois 00 00 7 436 623 10 0-0 
Maryland 00 00 9 576 6440 4 0 0-0 
at Rutgers 00 00 8 473 591 2 0 0-0 
at Purdue 00 00 7 372531 01 00 
Nebraska 0-0 0 0 10 632 632 3 0 00 
at lowa 00 00 6 381 635 3 0 0-0 
Minnesota 00 00 6 363 605 3 0 00 
vs Ohio State 0-0 OO 1 65 650 00 0-0 
vs Auburn 00 00 6 372 620 3 0 0-0 
Field Goals __Kickoffs PAT 
2015 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vsAlabama 0-0 0 0 4 256 640 10 0-0 
Miami (Ohio) 0-0 O O 10 639 639 5 O 0-0 
Troy 00 00 #5 310 620 0 0 0-0 
Hawai'i 0-0 00 5 270 540 0 0 0-0 
Nebraska 00 00 6 342570 3 1 00 
Purdue 00 OO 2 110550 01 00 
Northwestern 0-0 0 0 1 55 550 0 0 0-0 
Minnesota 0-0 00 3 177590 0 0 00 
Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2016 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vs LSU 00 00 1 42 420 00 0-0 
Michigan St. 1-1 41 0 O 0 00 00 3-4 
Ohio State 3-3 46 0 1 52520 0 0 2-2 
lowa 1-3 36 0 O 0 00 00 2-2 
Nebraska 12 44 0 O 0 00 00 2-3 
Northwestern 2-4 40 0 ie) 0 00 00 1-1 
Illinois 2-2 37 0 O 0 00 00 66 
Purdue 00 00 0 0 00 00 7-7 
Minnesota 1-1 33 0 e) 0 00 00 44 
vs Penn State 1-2 23 0 O 00000 44 
ENDICOTT CAREER HIGHS 
FG Made: 3 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 


FG Attempted: 4 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 

Long FG: 46 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 

PAT Made: 7 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 

PAT Attempted: 7 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 

Kickoffs: 12 vs. Bowling Green, Sept. 20, 2014 
Kickoff Yards: 755 vs. Bowling Green, Sept. 20, 2014 
Kickoff Average: 64.5 vs. South Florida, Sept. 27, 2014 
Touchbacks: 6 vs. Bowling Green, Sept. 20, 2014 


21 ARRINGTON FARRAR 


@ S#So./So. = 6-2 = 220 
Atlanta, Ga. (Woodward) 


FARRAR CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 12/0 5 1 6 00-0 00-0 0 0 0 O 
2016 13/0 5 2 7 00-0 00-0 10 0 0 
Tot. 25/0 10 3 13 00-0 00-0100 0 


FARRAR CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Miami (Ohio) O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
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GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN CAREER STATISTICS 


Northwestern 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FERGUSON CAREER HIGHS FINCO CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNT RETURNS 
Minnesota 0 O 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Tackles: 5 vs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 2016 Ret Yds TD Avge Lg 
vs. USC 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Tackles forLoss: 0.5 vs. LSU, Aug. 30, 2014 Akron 1 45 0 150 15 
2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD Sacks: -- Georgia State (0) (0) (0) 0.0 O 
vs LSU 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 10-0 0-0 0 Interceptions: - Michigan State ie) (0) ie) 00 60 
Akron 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Passes Defended:  -- Michigan 0 0 0 0.0 6~O 
Georgia State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Ohio State 0 0 0 0.0 «OO 
Michigan State 1 1 2 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 lowa 0 0 0 0.0 =6~O 
Michigan 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Nebraska 0 0 0 0.0 6~O 
Ohio State 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 31 LUBERN FIGARO Northwestern 0 0 e) 0.0 «#0 
lowa 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 @ S«Jr./Jr.= 6-0 = 182 Illinois 1 Z 0 10 1 
Nebraska 0 1 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Everett, Mass. (Everett) Purdue 0 0 0 0.0 60 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Minnesota 0 ie} 0 0.0 =6~O 
Illinois 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FIGARO CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS vs Penn State 0 0 0 0.0 O 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2014 13/7 12 12 24 15-2 00010%1 1 FINCO CAREER HIGHS 
vs Penn State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2015 11/0 1 0 1 000 0000 00 0 Rush Attempts: -- 

2016 13/4 21 8 29 10-1 0001 00 7 Rush Yards: - 
FARRAR CAREER HIGHS Tot.37/11 34 20 54 25-3 00-02 01 8 Rush TDs: == 
Tackles: 2 (3x) MR at Michigan St., Sept. 24, 2016 Long Rush: = 
Tackles for Loss: -- FIGARO CAREER GAME-BY-GAME Receptions: * 
Sacks: = 2014 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD Receiving Yards: -- 
Interceptions: -- vs LSU 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Receiving TDs: = 
Passes Defended: -- Western Ill. 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Long Reception: —-- 

Bowling Green 1 1 2 05-0 00-0 0 0-01-43 1 Punt Returns: 1 (2x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 

South Florida 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 10-0 0-0 0 Punt Return Yards: 15 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
36 JOE FERGUSON at N’western 1 3 4 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Punt ReturnTDs:  -- 
Bi lie tal tat Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Long Punt Return: 15 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
@S#Sr./r.=6-12195 at Rutgers Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 

Madison, Wis. (Memorial) hairs oa nea | es ees : 
lebraska .0- .0- -( : 

FERGUSON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS Minnesota 2 2 4 10-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 81 TROY FUMAGALLI 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD vs Ohio State 2 O 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 @ TE«#Sr./r.= 6-6 = 248 
2013 4/0 1 0 1 000 000000 0 vsAubun 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 00-0 00 0 Naperville, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley) 
2014 14/1 4 9 13 05-0 0000 00 1 2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
2015 12/0 2 8 10 000 0000 00 0 Miami(Ohio) O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FUMAGALLI CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
2016 13/0 4 3 7 000 0000 00 0 Troy 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
Tot. 43/1 11 20 31 05-0 00-00 00 1 Hawai'i 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2014 = 14/2 14 187 0 134 28 

lowa 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2015 11/4 28 313 1 11.2. 31 
FERGUSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME Nebraska 0 O 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2016 = 13/13 41 497 1 12.1. 30 
2013 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Totals 38/19 83 997 2 #120 31 
Tenn. Tech 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Rutgers 0 O 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atArizonaSt. 0 O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FUMAGALLI CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Northwestern 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Rushing Receiving 
at Ohio State 1 O 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD vs. USC 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 vs LSU 0 0 0 10) 0 0 0 0 
vs LSU 0 4 4 05-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD Western Ill. (0) 00 0 1 10 O 10 
Western Ill. 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 vs LSU Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Bowling Green 10) 00 O 1 22 O 22 
Bowling GreenO 1 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Akron 2 0 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 South Florida 0 00 oO 1 14 O 14 
South Florida O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Georgia State 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 at N’western (0) 00 O 1. 11-0 11 
atN’westen O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Michigan State 2 O 2 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 Illinois 10) 0 0 10) 1 12 O 12 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Michigan 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 Maryland 0 0 0 0 T1417 0 17 
Maryland 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Ohio State 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 at Rutgers (e) 00 O 1 18 O 18 
at Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 lowa 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 1 0-0 00 1 at Purdue 0 00 0 1 28 0 28 
at Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Nebraska 0 00 O 12 0 1 
Nebraska 2 0 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Northwestern 1 1 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 3 at lowa 0 00 O 1. “12. 0 12 
at lowa 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Illinois 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Purdue 3 1 4 10-1 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 vs Ohio State 10) 0 0 O 2 24 0 19 
vs Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Minnesota 1 0 1 10-0 100 00-0 0-0 1 vs Auburn 0 0 0 0 2 18 O 14 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 vs Penn State 3 0 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Rushing Receiving 
2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vsAlabama O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FIGARO CAREER HIGHS vs Alabama (0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Miami (Ohio) 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Tackles: 4 (6x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 Troy 0 00 0 1 10 4 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 lowa (0) 00 O 322 0 12 
Hawai’i 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Sacks: - Nebraska (0) 00 O 6 60 1 23 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Interceptions: 1 vs. Bowling Green, Sept. 20, 2014 Purdue (0) 00 oO 4 45 O 28 
Purdue 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Passes Defended: 3 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 Illinois (0) 00 0 5 52 O 21 
Illinois 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Rutgers 0 00 O 3 55 O 31 
Rutgers 1 4 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Maryland 10) 0 0 0 2 14 0 9 
Maryland 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Northwestern 0 00 O 2 28 O 22 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 86 RICKY FINCO Minnesota 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 3 3 00-0 0.00 000 00 0 B WReJr/So. = 5-8 = 193 vs. USC 0 00 0 2 3 019 
vs. USC 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 7 2 Rushin Receivin; 
2016 UT ATTot TFLY Sk-Y FF FR INTPD Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead/UW-Whitewater) ooie ane vai TD ig Rec va 1D Lg 
vs LSU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 00 0-0 0 FINCO CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS vs LSU 0 00 O 7100 0 27 
Akron Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG Akron 0 0 0 0 2 16 O 10 
Georgia State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2016 12/0 fe) 0 fe) 00 «0 Georgia State 0 00 O 1 41° °O 14 
Michigan State1 O 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Totals 12/0 0 (0) 0 0.0 O Michigan State (0) 00 oO 4 42 0 19 
Michigan 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Michigan 0 00 0 2 12 0 7 
Ohio State 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FINCO CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS Ohio State 0 00 0 7 84 0 30 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C_ LG lowa 0 00 O 2 38 1 21 
Nebraska 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2016 12/0 0 0 0 00 0 Nebraska 0 00 0 4 48 0 30 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Totals 12/0 0 0 0 0.0 O Northwestern 0 00 0 2 18 O 13 
Illinois 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Illinois 10) 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 FINCO CAREER PUNT RETURN STATISTICS Purdue 0 0 0 0 3 52 0 28 
Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 Year GP/GS Ret Yds T Avg Lg Minnesota (0) 00 O 4 46 O 14 
vs Penn State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 2016 12/0 2 16 fe) 80 15 vs Penn State (0) 0 0 0 3 30 O 19 

Totals 12/0 2 16 0 80 15 
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FUMAGALLI CAREER HIGHS 


Receptions: 7 (2x) MR vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 100 vs. LSU, Sept. 3, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 1 (2x) MR at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 


Long Reception: 31 vs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 


27 RAFAEL GAGLIANONE 


@ KeJr/Jr. = 5-11 8219 
Sao Paulo, Brazil (Chattanooga (Tenn.) Baylor) 


GAGLIANONE CAREER KICKING STATISTICS 

Year G/S FGM FGA FG% Lg PAT PAT% 
2014 13/0 19 22 864 51 59-61 .967 
2015 13/0 18 27 667 49 40-40 1.000 
2016 3/0 7 8 875 48 10-10 1.000 
Tot. 29/0 44 57 .772 51 109-111 .982 


GAGLIANONE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


Field Goals _ Kickoffs PAT 
2014 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vs LSU 1-151 0 O 0 00 00 3-3 
Wester Ill O-1 0 0 2 120 600 0 0 5-5 
Bowling Green 2-2 43 0 ie} 0 000 89 
South Florida 2-2 24 0 O te) 000 33 
at N’western 0-1 0 0 O (e) 000 2-2 
Illinois 12 44 0 O 0 000 5-5 
Maryland 1-136 0 O te) 000 66 
at Rutgers 3-346 0 O (e) 000 44 
at Purdue 2-2 31 0 O (¢) 000 44 
Nebraska 1-126 0 O te) 000 88 
at lowa 2-2 50 0 O (0) 000 23 
Minnesota 2-2 38 O ie) 0 000 44 
vs Auburn 2-2 29 0 ie) 0 000 44 

Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2015 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vsAlabama 1-2 43 0 O 0 00 00 2-2 
Miami (Ohio) 3-3 38 O O 0 00 00 = 5-5 
Troy 01 00 0 00000 44 
Hawai'i 01 00 0 0 00 00 44 
lowa 2-3 46 0 O 0 00 00 0-0 
Nebraska 3-5 46 0 O 0 00 00 2-2 
Purdue 1-2 28 1 O 0 00 00 3-3 
Illinois 1-126 0 O 0 00 00 3-3 
Rutgers 2-2 49 0 O 0 00 00 66 
Maryland 1-2 28 0 O 0 00 00 3-3 
Northwestern 0-0 O O e) 0 00 00 1-1 
Minnesota 1-2 46 0 (e) 0 00 00 44 
vs. USC 3-333 0 O 0 00 00 2-2 

Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2016 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vs LSU 3-3 48 0 O 0 00 00 1-1 
Akron 1-133 0 O 0 00 00 7-7 


Georgia State 3-4 41 0 O 0 00 00 22 


GAGLIANONE CAREER HIGHS 


Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


GRADY CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 2 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 

Sacks: - 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


96 BILLY HIRSCHFELD 


@ DE ®=4Jr./So. = 6-6 = 290 
Okauchee, Wis. (Hartland Arrowhead) 


HIRSCHFELD CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 4/70 2 1 3 102 0000 00 1 
2016 11/0 1 1 2 000 00-00 00 0O 
Tot. 15/0 3 2 5 10-2 00-00 00 1 


HIRSCHFELD CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Miami(Ohio) 1 O 1 1.0-2 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


Troy 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


HIRSCHFELD CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 1 (5x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (2x) MR vs. Troy, Sept. 19, 2015 
Sacks: - 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: 1 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 


12 ALEX HORNIBROOK 


@ QB =So./Fr. = 6-4 = 219 

West Chester, Pa. (Malvern Prep) 
HORNIBROOK CAREER PASSING STATISTICS 
Year G/S C A _ Int YdsTD Pct Lg Effic 


2016 11/9 104 179 7 1243 8 .581 57 123.4 
Tot. 11/9 104 179 7 1243 8 .581 57 123.4 


HORNIBROOK CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PASSING 


FG Made: 3 (6x) MR vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 
FG Attempted: 5 at Nebraska, Oct. 10, 2015 

Long FG: 51 vs. LSU, Aug. 30, 2014 

PAT Made: 8 vs. Nebraska, Nov. 15, 2014 

PAT Attempted: 8 vs. Nebraska, Nov. 15, 2014 

Kickoffs: 2 vs. Western Ill., Sept. 6, 2014 

Kickoff Yards: 120 vs. Western Ill., Sept. 6, 2014 
Kickoff Average: 60.0 vs. Western Ill., Sept. 6, 2014 

51 GRIFFIN GRADY 


@ OLB«Fr./Fr.= 6-38 211 
Dublin, Ohio (Coffman) 
GRADY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2016 11/0 2 2 4 00-0 00-00 0 0 0O 
Tot. 11/0 2 2 4 00-0 00-00 00 0 


GRADY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


2016 Start AttCmp Int Pct Yards TD Effic 
Akron 5 5 0 1000 61 1 2685 
Georgia St. 12 8 1 667 122 1 1629 
Michigan St. * 26 16 1 615 195 1 129.5 
Michigan * 25 9 3 360 88 1 548 
Ohio State * 28 16 1 571 214 1 1260 
lowa * 19 11 0 579 197 O 145.0 
Nebraska * 16 10 1 625 71 #1 107.9 
Northwestern * 19 11 0 579 92 O 98.46 
Illinois * 12 7 0 583 85 1 1453 
Purdue . 9 7 0 778 89 1 197.5 
Minnesota . 8 4 0 500 29 O 80.5 


HORNIBROOK CAREER HIGHS 

Completions: 16 (2x) MR vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Attempts: 28 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 

Yards: 214 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 


Touchdowns: 4 (8x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Interceptions: 3 at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 
Long Pass: 57 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 


CAREER STATISTICS 


13 BART HOUSTON 


@ QB = Sr.#/Sr. = 6-4 = 235 
Dublin, Calif. (De La Salle) 


HOUSTON CAREER PASSING STATISTICS 

Year G/S C A _ Int Yds TD Pct Lg Effic 
2013 2/0 1 1 0 8 01.000 8 167.2 
2014 6/0 1 3.0 6 1 333 6 1601 
2015 7/0 27 47 2 281 3 574 23 120.2 
2016 10/4 85 129 3 1086 5 659 47 144.7 
Tot. 25/4 114 180 5 1381 9 .633 47 138.7 


HOUSTON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PASSING 


2013 Start AttCmp Int Pct Yards TD Effic 
UMass 1 1 0 1000 8 O 167.2 
Tenn. Tech. 0 00 0.0 0 Oo 0.0 
2014 Start AttCmp Int Pct Yards TD Effic 
Western Ill. 1 1 0 100.0 6 1 4804 
Bowling Green 2 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Nebraska 0 00 0.0 0 Oo 0.0 
2015 Start AttCmp Int Pct Yards TD Effic 
Miami (Ohio) 6 4 0 667 27 1 159.5 
Troy 0 1 0 .000 0 Oo 0.0 
Hawai'i 2 1 0 500 22 O 1424 
Illinois 33.22 2 667 232 2 133.6 
Rutgers 2 0 0° .000 0 OO 0.0 
Norhwestern 1 0 0 .000 Oo Oo 0.0 
vs. USC 2 0 0 .000 0 Oo 0.0 
2016 Start AttCmp Int Pct Yards TD Effic 
vs LSU * 31 19 2 613 205 O 103.9 
Akron * 22 15 O 682 231 2 1864 
Georgia State * 18 10 0 556 91 O 98.0 
lowa 6 4 0 667 59 1 2043 
Nebraska 7 4 1 #571 43 O 802 
Northwestern 3 2 0 667 51 O 209.5 
Illinois 1 1 0 1,000 7 1 4888 
Purdue 6 5 O £833 102 1 2811 
Minnesota 144 9 0 643 123 O 138.1 
vs Penn State 21 16 O 762 174 O 1458 
HOUSTON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNTING 

2014 P Yds Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ 120 
Maryland 1 52 520 52 0001 0 
at Rutgers 4 142 355 40 0000 1 
Nebraska 1 18 180 18 0000 0 
Minnesota 1 31 310 31 0000 0 
HOUSTON CAREER HIGHS 

Completions: 22 at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 

Attempts: 33 at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 


Yards: 232 at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 


Touchdowns: 2 (2x) MR vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Interceptions: 2 (2x) MR vs. LSU, Sept. 3, 2016 
Long Pass: 47 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 


Punts: 4 at Rutgers, Nov. 1, 2014 
Punting Yards: 142 at Rutgers, Nov. 1, 2014 
Punting Average: 52.0 vs. Maryland, Oct. 25, 2014 
Long Punt: 52 vs. Maryland, Oct. 25, 2014 


45 ALEC INGOLD 


@ FB=So./So. = 6-2 = 238 
Green Bay, Wis. (Bay Port) 


INGOLD CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 10/0 49 131 6 2.7 26 
2016 13/0 18 44 2 24 6 
Totals 23/0 67 175 8 26 26 


INGOLD CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 


2015 10/0 te) 0 te) (one) 
2016 13/0 6 55 2 92 19 
Totals 23/0 6 55 2 9.2 19 
INGOLD CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Hawai'i 7 60 O 26 o 0 0 0 
lowa 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 8 14 1 6 o 0 0 0 
Purdue oo 19 2. 7 o 0 0 0 
Illinois 13 26 1 8 0 0 0 0 
Rutgers 6 9 0 6 0 0 © Oo 
Maryland 3 -1 1 1 o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 o 0 OO 0 
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Minnesota 3 4 1 2 o 0 0 0 
vs. USC (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 

2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 1. 2-0 2 
Akron 2 40 2 1 6 1 6 
Georgia State 1 40 4 2 13 0 12 
Michigan State 3 13 0 6 o ad © 0 
Michigan 1 2 0 2 o 0 0 0 
Ohio State te) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
lowa fe) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1 1.0: 1 0 0 0 0 
Northwestern 2 5 0 3 o 0 0 0 
Illinois 3 8 0. 3 1 $15 Oo 15 
Purdue 4 6 1 3 119 1 19 
Minnesota 1 1.4 1 0 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
INGOLD CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: 13 vs. Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 
Rush Yards: 60 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 
Rush TDs: 2 vs. Purdue, Oct. 17, 2015 
Long Rush: 26 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 
Receptions: 2 vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 19 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 4 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Long Reception: 19 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
32 LEON JACOBS 
@ ILB=Sr./Jr. = 6-2 = 238 

Santa Clarita, Calif. (Golden Valley) 
JACOBS CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2013 13/0 4 3 7 105 00-00 0 0 0 
2014 14/1 18 10 28 20-11 15-100 0 0 0O 
2015 4/3 5 5 10 204 05-30 00 0 
2016 13/0 22 11 33 10-7 10-70 01 1 
Tot. 44/4 49 29 78 60-27 30-200 0 1 1 
JACOBS CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
2013 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
UMass 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Tenn. Tech 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atArizonaSt. 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 0 1 10-5 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 1 0 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BYU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Indiana 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Penn State 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsS.Carolina 1 O 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Il. 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green 2 2 4 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida 1 O 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at N’westen O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 8 4 12 2.0-111.5-10 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 2 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 3 2 5 000 000 0 0 00 
Miami(Ohio) 1 3 4 10-3 05-3 0 0 00 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 000 0 0 00 
Hawai'i 1 0 1 101 000 0 0 00 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 2 0 2 10-7 10-7 0 0:0 00 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State4 1 5 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 7 411 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 3 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


3 2 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-01-25 1 
1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


Minnesota 
vs Penn State O 


JACOBS CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 12 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 
Tackles for Loss: 2.0 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 
Sacks: 1.5 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 


Interceptions: 1vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Passes Defended: 1 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


12 NATRELL JAMERSON 


@ CBeJr/Jr.= 5-11 = 188 
Ocala, Fla. (Vanguard) 


JAMERSON CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2014 12/0 41 23 O 230 23 
2015 13/0 te) (0) te) 00 600 
2016 7/1 te) (0) te) 00 600 
Totals 32/1 1 23 0 23.0 23 
JAMERSON CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2014 12/0 (e) (e) te) 00 600 
2015 13/0 0 (0) te) 00 600 
2016 7/1 te) (0) te) 00 600 
Totals 32/1 0 0 0 0.0 =O 
JAMERSON CAREER KICK RETURN STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
2014 12/0 1 21 O 210 21 
2015 13/0 20 448 1 224 98 
2016 7/1 12 253 Oo 211 39 
Totals 32/1 33 722 1 219 98 
JAMERSON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
201412/0 3 1 4 000 0000 00 0 
2015 13/0 10 4 14 05-2 00-0 0 00 0 
2016 7/1 15 2 17 10-2 0000 00 4 
Tot. 32/1 28 7 35 15-4 00-00 00 4 
JAMERSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME RUSH/RECEIVE 
Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Western Ill. (¢) 00 O oo 0 0 0 
Bowling Green 0 00 O 0 oO 0 0 
South Florida (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at N’western (¢) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Illinois 1 23 0 23 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at Rutgers 10) 00 oO 0 oO 0 0 
at Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
at lowa 10} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Miami (Ohio) (e) 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Troy (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Hawai'i (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
lowa (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Purdue 10) 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Rutgers 10) 00 O 0 oO O0O 0 
Maryland (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 10) 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs. USC (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Akron (0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 10) 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 10) 00 0 o 0 0 0 


JAMERSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME KICK RETURNS 


2014 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
Maryland 1 21 Oo 210 21 
2015 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
vs Alabama 4 84 O 210 33 


ICS 


CAREER STATIST 
Miami (Ohio) 1 28 O 280 28 
Troy 2 48 O 240 26 
Hawai'i 1 17 Oo 170 17 
lowa 2 25 O 12:5, 17 
Nebraska (e) 0 (e) 00 60 
Purdue 1 10 Oo 100 10 
Illinois 4 64 oO 160 31 
Rutgers 0 0 0 0.0 =O 
Maryland 3 125 1 41.7 98 
Northwestern (e) 10) te) 0.0 6~O 
Minnesota 0 0 0 0.0 60 
vs. USC 2 47 O 235 24 
2016 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
vs LSU 2 34 Oo 170 17 
Akron 1 26 O 260 26 
Northwestern e) 10) (e) 0.0 «0 
Illinois 2 47 O 235 25 
Purdue 3 61 0 203 39 
Minnesota 1 23 O 230 23 
vs Penn State 3 62 O 207 23 
JAMERSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME DEFENSE 
2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Western Ill. 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling GreenO O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 1 0 1 0.0-0 0.00 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami (Ohio) O O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 1 0 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs USC 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 5 0 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 2 
vs Penn State 3 0 3 0.0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


JAMERSON CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 
Rush Yards: 

Rush TDs: 

Long Rush: 
Receptions: 
Receiving Yards: 
Receiving TDs: 

Long Reception: 
Kickoff Returns: 
Kickoff Return Yards: 
Long Kickoff Return: 
Tackles: 

Tackles for Loss: 
Sacks: 

Interceptions: 
Passes Defended: 


1vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 
23 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 


23 vs. Illinois, Oct. 11, 2014 


4 (2x) MR at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 
125 at Maryland, Nov. 7, 2015 

98 (TD) at Maryland, Nov. 7, 2015 
5 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 


2 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


57 ALEC JAMES 


@ DE=Sr./Jr.=6 


-3 = 266 


Brookfield, Wis. (East) 
JAMES CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT 
2014 14/2 5 3 
2015 12/1 7 10 
2016 12/9 13 10 
Tot.38/12 25 23 


Tot TFL-Yd 
8 15-2 
17 .2.0-4 
23 3.5-20 
48 7.0-26 


Sk-Yd 
0.0-0 0 
1.0-2 0 

3.5-20 1 
4.5-22 1 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2! 


016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


JAMES CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 2 0 2 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Il. 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green O 2 2 O.5-1 00-0 0 1-0 0-0 1 
South Florida 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atN’westen O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 1 1 2 102 10-2 000 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) O 1 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 2 5 7 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 1 0 1 10-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 2 1 3 10-9 10-9 0 0:0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 0 1 10-1 10-1 000 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 1 1 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 2 0 2 10-9 10-9 0 0:0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 4 4 8 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 100 00 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 1 2 05-1 05-1 000 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 


JAMES CAREER HIGHS 


Tackles: 8 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (6x) MR at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 
Sacks: 1.0 (4x) MR at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 


Interceptions: -- 
Passes Defended: 1 (3x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


22 PATRICK JOHNSON 


59 TYLER JOHNSON 


@ OLB = So./Fr. = 6-3 = 239 
Menasha, Wis. (Menasha) 


JOHNSON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 7/0 0 O O 00-0 0000 0 0 0 
Tot. 7/0 0 0 O 00-0 00-00 00 0 


JOHNSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


at Purdue 
Minnesota 


2014 

vs LSU 
Western Ill. 
Bowling Green 
South Florida 
at N’western 
Illinois 
Maryland 

at Rutgers 

at Purdue 
Nebraska 

at lowa 
Minnesota 

vs Ohio State 
vs Auburn 


2015 

vs Alabama 
Miami (Ohio) 
Troy 

Hawai'i 

lowa 
Nebraska 
Purdue 
Illinois 
Rutgers 
Maryland 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
vs. USC 


CAREER STATISTICS 


(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 

Rushing Receiving 

Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
1 45 1 45 1. <2) 0: -2 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 oO 1 13 O 13 
(0) 00 oO 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 oO 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 oO 0 0 0 0 

Rushing Receiving 

Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
(0) 00 oO 0 0 0 0 
1 60 6 0 0 0 0 
1 60 6 0 0 0 0 
1 18 O 18 0 0 0 0 
1 20 2 1 26 O 26 
1 10 1 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 2 15 O 11 
(0) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
1 60 6 1 14 O 14 
(0) 00 oO 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
(0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
(0) 0 Oo oO 0 0 0 0 


LOVE CAREER HIGHS 


@ S=Fr./Fr.= 5-11 = 203 

Washington, D.C. (The Bullis School) 
JOHNSON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2016 12/0 2 1 3 00-0 00-00 0 0 0O 
Tot. 12/0 2 1 3 00-0 00-00 00 0 


JOHNSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Akron 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 1 0 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


JOHNSON CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 2 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 

Sacks: - 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: -- 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
JOHNSON CAREER HIGHS 
Tackles: - 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 
Sacks: -- 
Interceptions: -- 
Passes Defended: -- 
15 ANTHONY LOTTI 
@ P«Fr./Fr.= 6-0 = 186 

Flowery Branch, Ga. (West Hall) 
LOTTI CAREER PUNTING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Punts Yds Avg In-20 Lg 
2016 11/0 48 1798 37.5 24 60 


Totals 11/0 48 


179 


8 37.5 24 60 


LOTTI CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNTING 


2016 P Yds 
Akron 2. A 
Georgia State 2 72 
Michigan State 5 204 
Michigan 5 174 
lowa 4 123 
Nebraska 5 196 
Northwestern 7 261 
Illinois 4 148 
Purdue 3 105 
Minnesota 7 301 
vs Penn State 4 139 


LOTTI CAREER HIGHS 
Punts: 

Punting Yards: 
Punting Average: 
Long Punt: 


Avg 
37.5 
36.0 
40.8 
34.8 
30.8 
39.2 
37.3 
37.0 
35.0 
43.0 
34.8 


1 REGGIE LOVE 


Lg Blk TB FC 50+ 120 
42 0000 1 
42 002 0 1 
48 0010 2 
40 0000 2 
37 0000 2 
49 0010 0 
53 003 1 6 
464 0010 2 
41 0000 2 
60 0111 4 
39 002 0 2 


7 (2x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
301 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 

43.0 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 

60 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


@ WR: Sr#/Sr. = 6-3 = 225 
Boynton Beach, Fla. (Spanish River) 


LOVE CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 
Yds TD Y/C LG 


Year GP/GS Att 


2012 5/0 0 0 0 0.0 60 
2013 Did not play 

2014 14/2 1 45 1 450 45 
2015 13/1 7 38 0 54 18 
2016 Has not played 


Totals 32/3 8 


8. 


3 1 104 45 


LOVE CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Yds TD Y/C LG 


Year GP/GS Rec 


2012 5/0 1 19 Oo 190 19 
2013 Did not play 

2014 14/2 2 15 0 75 13 
2015 13/1 4 55 O 138 26 
2016 Has not played 


Totals 32/3 7 


8 


9 0 12.7 26 


LOVE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


Rushing 
2012 
Utah State (e) 0 0 
UTEP (0) 0 0 
at Nebraska 10) 0 0 


Receiving 


Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 


te) 1 19 O 19 
te) o 0 0 0 
0 o 0 0 0 


Rushing Attempts: 1 (7x) MR vs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 


Rushing Yards: 45 vs. LSU, Aug. 30, 2014 

Rushing TDs: 1 vs. LSU, Aug. 30, 2014 

Long Rush: 45 vs. LSU, Aug. 30, 2014 
Receptions: 2 (2x) MR vs. Purdue, Oct. 17, 2015 
Receiving Yards: 26 vs. lowa, Oct. 3, 2015 

Receiving TDs: - 


Long Reception: 26 vs. lowa, Oct. 3, 2015 


19 LEO MUSSO 


@ S=Sr.#/Sr. = 5-10 = 194 
Waunakee, Wis. (Waunakee) 


MUSSO CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2013 13/1 7 8 15 105 0000 01 1 
2014 12/0 4 7 11 000 0000 00 0 
2015 13/2 5 3 8 000 0000 12 3 
201613/13 44 21 65 30-5 0000 15 6 
Tot. 51/16 60 39 99 40-10 00-0 0 2 8 10 
MUSSO CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2013 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
UMass 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Tenn. Tech 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 00-0 1-0 1 
atArizonaSt. O 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 2 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Ohio State 4 1 5 10-5 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BYU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Indiana 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Penn State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsS.Carolina O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Bowling Green O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at N’western O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) 1 O 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 2-4 3 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Troy Oo 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Hawai'i 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 1-0 0-0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
vs. USC 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPI 
vs LSU 2 3 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 
Georgia State 4 1 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Michigan State5 O 5 0.0-0 00-0 01-66 0-0 
Michigan 3 4 7 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Ohio State 2 3 5 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
lowa 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Nebraska 4 2 6 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Northwestern 9 O 9 1.0-1 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 
Illinois 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 2-16 
Purdue 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 
Minnesota 4 2 6 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 
vs Penn State 4 2 6 1.0-2 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 
MUSSO CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 9 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (3x) MR vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 201: 
Sacks: - 


2 (2x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
3 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 


Interceptions: 
Passes Defended: 


85 ZANDER NEUVILLE 


CSCRRPNODDOORVCOROTDTACCCOCCCCCCO 


6 


@ TE®=Jr./So. = 6-5 "270 
Brookfield, Wis. (Central) 


NEUVILLE CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 13/0 ie) 0) ie) 00 ©6060 
2016 13/0 ie) 0) te) 00 ©6460 
Totals 26/0 0 1) 0 0.0 «0 


NEUVILLE CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 13/0 ie) 0) ie) 00 600 
2016 13/0 ie) 0) te) 00 ©6060 
Totals 26/0 0 1) 0 00 6~0 


NEUVILLE CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd 


201513/0 0 O O 00-0 0000 0 0 
2016 13/0 0 O O 00-0 0000 0 0 
Tot. 26/0 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0 0 


NEUVILLE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME RUSH/RECEIVE 


Sk-Yd FF FR INTPD 
1 


ie) 
1 


Rushing Receiving 

2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Akron 0 00 O o 0 0 0 
Georgia State 1¢) 0 0 O o oOo oO 0 
Michigan State 0 0 0 O 0 oOo oO 0 
Michigan 0 00 O o 0 0 0 
Ohio State (0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
lowa 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska (e) 00 O oO oOo oO 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 0 00 0O o 0 0 0 
NEUVILLE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME - DEFENSE 

2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami (Ohio) O O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs. LSU 0 0 O 00-0 
Akron 0 0 0 00-0 
Georgia State 0 O O 0.0-0 
Michigan StateO O O 00-0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 0.0-0 
lowa 0 0 0 0.0-0 
Nebraska 0 O O 0.0-0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 
Illinois 0 0 0 0.0-0 
Purdue 0 O 0 0.0-0 
Minnesota 0 O O 0.0-0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 0.0-0 


NEUVILLE CAREER HIGHS 
Rushing Yards: - 
Rushing TDs: - 
Long Rush: - 
Receptions: -- 
Receiving Yards: —-- 
Receiving TDs: - 
Long Reception: = -- 
Tackles: - 
Tackles for Loss: -- 
Sacks: - 
Interceptions: - 


Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
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Passes Defended: 1 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 13, 2015 


34 CHIKWE OBASIH 


ooo0o00o0o0oCc0cC0cC0oO00 


@ DE=Sr./Jr. = 6-2 = 267 
Brookfield, Wis. (Central) 


OBASIH CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT 
2014 14/7 8 13 21 2.5-10 
201513/13 19 22 41 5.0-15 
201613/10 8 12 20 1.5-8 
Tot. 40/30 35 47 82 9.0-33 


Tot TFL-Yd 


Sk-Yd 
1.5-8 
1.0-9 
1.5-8 

4.0-25 


OBASIH CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs LSU 1 5 6 05-1 
Western Ill. 0 O O 0.0-0 
Bowling Green 1 2 3 00-0 
South Florida 1 1 2 0.0-0 
at N’western 2 O 2 00-0 
Illinois 1 $12 15-9 
Maryland Oo 1 1 00-0 
at Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 
Purdue 0 O 0 0.0-0 
Nebraska 0 1 1 00-0 
at lowa 0 O O 0.0-0 
Minnesota 0 1 1 00-0 
vs Ohio State O 1 1 05-0 
vs Auburn 2 0 2 0.0-0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs Alabama 41 5 10-1 
Miami(Ohio) O 1 1 0.0-0 
Troy 4 1 5 0.0-0 
Hawai'i 0 0 O 00-0 
lowa 1 $12 15-2 
Nebraska 2 1 3 = 00-0 
Purdue 0 4 4 1.0-9 
Illinois 0 3 3 0.0-0 
Rutgers 1 1 2 00-0 
Maryland 2 2 4 15-3 
Northwestern 2 5 7 0.0-0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 
vs. USC 2 2 4 0.0-0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs LSU 2 1 3 00-0 
Akron 0 0 O 00-0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 
Michigan StateO O O 00-0 
Michigan 0 2 2 05-1 
Ohio State 0 3 3 0.0-0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 
Nebraska 3 2 5 0.0-0 
Northwestern 1 1 2 0.0-0 
Illinois 0 1 1 00-0 
Purdue 0 O 0 0.0-0 
Minnesota 2 1 3 10-7 
vs Penn State 0 1 1 0.0-0 


Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
1.0-7 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
1.0-9 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.5-1 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
1.0-7 
0.0-0 


FF FRINTP 


D 
1 
te) 
2) 
3 


INTPD 


0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 


INTP| 


0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 


INTP| 


0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
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CAREER STATISTICS 


OBASIH CAREER HIGHS 


Tackles: 7 vs. Northwestern, Nov. 21, 2015 
Tackles for Loss: 1.5 (3x), MR vs.Maryland, Nov. 7, 2015 
Sacks: 1.0 (3x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: 1 (3x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


23 DARE OGUNBOWALE 


@ RB = Sr.#/Sr. = 5-11 = 205 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 8/0 ie) 0) te) 00 €600 
2014 14/0 34 193 1 5.7 21 
2015 13/10 194 819 7 42 35 
2016 13/0 86 484 4 5.6 48 
Totals 48/10 314 1496 12 48 48 
OGUNBOWALE CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 8/0 ie) 0) te) 00 600 
2014 14/0 ie) 0) ie) 00 600 
2015 13/10 36 299 1 83 35 
2016 13/0 22 180 1 8.2 34 
Totals 48/10 58 479 2 83 35 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER KICK RETURN STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
2013 8/0 0 0 te) 00 600 
2014 14/0 1 19 Oo 190 19 
2015 13/10 te) 0 te) 00 600 
2016 13/0 10 213 oO 213 41 
Totals 48/10 11 232 0 211 41 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2013 8/70 3 0 3 00-0 00-00 0 0 0O 
2014 14/0 7 3 10 00-0 00-00 0 0 0O 
201513/10 1 0 1 00-0 00-00 0 0 0 
2016 12/0 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0 0 0O 
Tot. 47/10 13 3 16 00-0 00-00 0 0 0 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME RUSH/RECEIVE 


Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Bowling Green 14 94 O 21 0 oOo O 0 
South Florida 2 5 0 4 o 0 0 0 
at N’western 0 00 O o 0 0 0 
Illinois 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 1 16 0 16 o 0 0 0 
at Rutgers 5 17 0 6 o oOo O0O 0 
at Purdue 2 -1 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 10 62 1 12 o 0 0 0 
at lowa te) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Auburn 10) 0 0 10) o 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 3 9 0 5 6 39 O 12 
Miami (Ohio) 16 112 1 35 3 25 O 18 
Troy 14.75 1 17 i120 2 
Hawai'i 15: 85 1 11 o 0 0 0 
lowa 11 28 0 11 4 43 0 27 
Nebraska 18 117 0 32 o 0 0 0 
Purdue 18 56 1 12 6 51 O 15 
Illinois 16 42 0 9 5 63 O 35 
Rutgers 14 41 1 24 2 26 O 16 
Maryland 19 47 1 «#21 3°16 1 #7 
Northwestern 4 2 0 2 312 0 9 
Minnesota 33 155 1 18 14 1 041 
vs. USC 13 50 0 17 2 21, 0 11 
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Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 9 44 0 14 4. 4. OQ 4 
Akron 4 180 9 o 0 0 0 
Georgia State 20 65 1 19 2 12 0 7 
Michigan State 9 55 O 16 o oOo O0O 0 
Michigan 2 3 0 2 3.23 1. 17 
Ohio State 7 23 0 9 2 0 0 4 
lowa 2 10 0 6 4 51 O 26 
Nebraska 11 120 1 39 1 -1 O -1 
Northwestern 3 12 0 7 1 2 0 -2 
Illinois 7 103 0 48 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 2 (2) 0 O 3 62 O 34 
Minnesota 4 Pe 8 1 6 O 6 
vs Penn State 6 26 1 9 4 28 0 10 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


KICK RETURNS 

2014 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
vs Auburn 1 19 0 190 19 
2016 Ret Yds TD Avg Lg 
vs LSU te) ¢) te) 00 600 
Akron 2 36 O 180 24 
Georgia State 1 41 Oo 410 41 
Michigan State 2 37 0 18.5 19 
Michigan 1 18 Oo 180 18 
Ohio State 2 36 Oo 180 19 
lowa 0 ie} 0 0.0 6~O 
Nebraska 2 45 O 230 25 
Northwestern (e) 0 (e) 0.0. 6~O 
Illinois te) 0 (e) 00 600 
Purdue 10} 0 0 0.0 6~O 
Minnesota 0 0 0 0.0 =6«~O 
vs Penn State 0 0 0 0.0 «#0 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER GAME-BY-GAME DEFENSE 


2013 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
atArizonaSt. O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BYU 0 0 0 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsS.Carolina 1 O 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2014 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Il. 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
BowlingGreenO 1 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atN’western 1 O 1 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


OGUNBOWALE CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 33 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 28, 2015 

Rush Yards: 155 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 28, 2015 
Rush TDs: 4 (13x) MR vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 
Long Rush: 48 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Receptions: 6 (2x) MR vs. Purdue, Oct. 17, 2015 
Receiving Yards: 63 at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 

Receiving TDs: 1 (2x) MR at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 
Long Reception: 35 at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 

Kickoff Returns: 2 (3x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


Kickoff Return Yds: 45 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Long Kickoff Ret.: 41 vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 


Tackles: 
Tackles for Loss: —-- 
Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


50 CHRIS ORR 


2 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 8, 2014 


@ ILB=So./So. = 6-0 = 227 
DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto) 


ORR CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd 
2015 10/6 24 22 46 2.0-11 
2016 1/1 0 O O 0.0-0 
Tot. 11/7 24 22 46 2.0-11 


ORR CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs Alabama 0 2 2 00-0 
Miami(Ohio) 1 3 4 0.0-0 
Troy 11 314 10-5 
Hawai'i 3 1 4 0.0-0 
lowa 4 4 8 0.0-0 
Nebraska 1 2 3 00-0 
Purdue 3 4 7 05-5 
Illinois 0 2 2 00-0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 
vs. USC 0 11 05-1 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
vs LSU 0 0 O 0.0-0 


ORR CAREER HIGHS 
Tackles: 

Tackles for Loss: 
Sacks: - 
Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: 


Sk-Yd 
0.5-5 
0.0-0 
0.5-5 


Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.5-5 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 
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0-0 
INTPD 


0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


14 vs. Troy, Sept. 19, 2015 
1.0 vs. Troy, Sept. 19, 2015 


92 JEREMY PATTERSON 


@ NT «Jr./So. = 6-3 = 350 


Screven, Ga. (Wayne County) 


PATTERSON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
00-00 0 0 0 
00-00 0 0 0 


2015 2/0 0 O 
2016 2/0 0 O 
Tot. 4/0 0 O 


0 0.0-0 
0 0.0-0 


PATTERSON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 
Purdue 0 O O 0.0-0 


PATTERSON CAREER HIGHS 
Tackles: - 
Tackles for Loss: —-- 
Sacks: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


11 JAZZ PEAVY 


@ WR=Sr./Jr. = 6-0 = 184 
Kenosha, Wis. (Tremper) 


Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 

Sk-Y 
0.0-0 
0.0-0 


PEAVY CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds 
2014 2/0 te) (0) 
2015 13/3 te) (¢) 
2016 13/11 18 268 


Totals 28/14 18 268 


FF FR 
0 0-0 
0 0-0 
FF FR 
0 0-0 
0 0-0 


PEAVY CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds 
2014 2/0 10) 0 
13/3 20 268 
2016 = 13/11 43 635 
Totals 28/14 63 903 


T Y/Cc 
0 0.0 
ie) 0.0 
1 149 
1 149 

T Y/C 
ie) 0.0 
Oo 13.4 
5 148 
5 143 


1 (2x) MR vs. Troy, Sept. 19, 2015 


0 00-0 0000 00 0 


INTPD 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 
INTPD 
0-0 0 
0-0 0 


CAREER STATISTICS 


PEAVY CAREER PUNT RETURN STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Ret Yds TD Avg 
2014 2/0 te) (e) 0 0.0 
2015 13/3 2: 9 te) 45 
2016 13/11 17 99 0 5.8 
Totals 28/14 19 108 0 5.7 


PEAVY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME RUSH/RECEIVE 


Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD 
Maryland 0 0 0 0 o Oo 0 
at Rutgers 10) 00 0 0 oOo O 

Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD 
vs Alabama 0 00 0 1 14 0 
Miami (Ohio) 0 0 Oo O 2 15 O 
Troy 0 00 O 3 18 #O 
Hawai'i (¢) 00 O Oo oO 0 
lowa (e) 00 O 0 oO 0 
Nebraska 0 00 0 4 44 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 2 48 O 
Illinois (0) 00 O 0 oO 0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 O o Oo 0 
Maryland 0 00 0 2°31 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 5 88 O 
Minnesota 0 00 0 1. ‘10. 0: 
vs. USC (e) 00 O 0 oO 0 

Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD 
vs LSU 0 00 O 2. 41, 0: 
Akron 1 23 0 23 7100 2 
Georgia State 1 8 0 8 3 67 O 
Michigan State 10) 00 0 4 96 O 
Michigan 2 23 0 17 1 #7 0 
Ohio State 6 70 0 28 4 76 1 
lowa 1 3.0 3 3 26 O 
Nebraska 1 2 0 2 3 25 O 
Northwestern 1 46 0 46 4 73 0 
Illinois 1 5 30, <5 3.29 #1 
Purdue 0 00 0 1 25 «|1 
Minnesota 3 83 O 71 4 47 0 
vs Penn State 1 5 0 5 4 53 0 


PEAVY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNT RETURNS 


2015 Ret Yds TD Avg 
Hawai'i 1 0 te) 0.0 
Rutgers 1 9 0 9.0 
2016 Ret Yds TD Avg 
Akron 2 4 0 2.0 
Georgia State 2 15 0 75) 
Michigan 3 21 0 7.0 
lowa 1 10 oO 10.0 
Northwestern 2 25 ie) 12.5 
Illinois 2 14 te) 7.0 
Purdue 2 2 0 1.0 
Minnesota 2 8 0 40 
vs Penn State 1 0 0 0.0 


PEAVY CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 6 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Rush Yards: 83 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Rush TDs: 1 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 
Long Rush: 71 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Receptions: 7 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 100 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 2 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 


Long Reception: 
Punt Returns: 
Punt Return Yds: 
Long Punt Ret.: 


3 at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 
25 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 
15 vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 


49 KYLE PENNISTON 


Lg 


42 vs. Northwestern, Nov. 21, 2015 


@ TE=So./Fr. = 6-4 = 236 
Orange, Calif. (Mater Dei) 


PENNISTON CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 11/2 0 0 0 0.0 
Totals 11/2 0 0 0 0.0 


PENNISTON CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 11/2 6 102 2 17.0 
Totals 11/2 6 102 2 17.0 


LG 
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PENNISTON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 0 oO 0 
Akron (0) 00 O Oo oO 0 
Georgia State 1¢) 00 0 3 35 14 
Michigan State 0 0 0 O o Oo O 
Michigan (e) 00 O Oo oO 0 
lowa (¢) 00 0 1 54 0O 
Northwestern 0 00 0 Oo oO O 
Illinois (¢) 00 O 1é$7A 
Purdue 0 00 0 Oo oO 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 Oo 0 O 
vs Penn State 0 00 0 1 6 O 


PENNISTON CAREER HIGHS 

Rush Attempts: -- 

Rush Yards: - 

Rush TDs: - 

Long Rush: - 

Receptions: 3 vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 54 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 1 (2x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Long Reception: 54 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 


41 MAX PRASCHAK 


@ OLB = So./Fr. = 6-2 = 210 
Somerset, Wis. (Somerset) 


PRASCHAK CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2015 Redshirt season 
2016 2/0 1 0O 1 00-0 0.0-0 
Tot. 2/0 1 0O 


PRASCHAK CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


Illinois 1 
Purdue 


PRASCHAK CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 1vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 

Sacks: = 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: -- 


20 AUSTIN RAMESH 


000 0 
1 00-0 00-00 00 0 


@ FBeSr./Jr.= 6-1 = 251 
Land O’ Lakes, Wis. (Northland Pines) 


RAMESH CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 


2014 7/2 ie) 0) ie) 00 ©6060 
2015 9/2 ie) 0) ie) 00 ©6060 
2016 10/9 16 48 2 30 7 
Totals 26/13 16 48 2 30 7 


RAMESH CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 


2014 7/2 3 18 1 60 9 
2015 9/2 1 12 oO 120 12 
2016 10/9 3 24 te) 80 14 
Totals 26/13 7 54 1 7.7 «14 
RAMESH CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Western Ill. (0) 00 O 1.3 4. 33 
Bowling Green 10) 0 0 O 1 6 0 6 
South Florida 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at N’western te) 00 O 7, 9! <9 
Illinois 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 

Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Hawai'i 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
lowa 0 00 1 12 O 12 
Nebraska (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Rutgers 10) 00 O O° 6° OO 
Maryland (e) 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 


Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 2 10 0 7 46411 0.41 
Akron 4 12 1 5 o 0 0 0 
Georgia State 1 1 0 1 0 oO O0O 0 
Michigan State 2 9 0 5 o 0 0 0 
Michigan 2: 4 0 2 o 0 0 0 
Ohio State 2 7 1 #4 o 0 0 0 
lowa 1 10 1 1 14 O 14 
Nebraska 0 00 0 1 -1 =O -1 
Minnesota 1 3.0 3 o 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 1 1 0 4 o 0 0 0 


RAMESH CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 4 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 

Rush Yards: 12 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 

Rush TDs: 1 (2x) MR vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Long Rush: 7 vs. LSU, Sept. 3, 2016 

Receptions: 1 (6x) MR at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 14 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 

Receiving TDs: 1 vs. Western Ill., Sept. 6, 2014 


Long Reception: 14 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 


93 GARRETT RAND 


@ NT = Fr./Fr. = 6-2 = 274 
Chandler, Ariz. (Hamilton) 
RAND CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2016 13/0 3 2 5 00-0 00-00 0 0 0O 
Tot. 13/0 3 2 5 00-0 00-00 00 0 


RAND CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 1 1 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
RAND CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 3 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 

Tackles for Loss: — -- 

Sacks: - 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: -- 


38 P.J. ROSOWSKI 


@ Pw Jr/So.= 6-35 211 
Stoughton, Wis. (Stoughton) 


ROSOWSKI CAREER PUNTING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Punts Yds Avg In-20 Lg 
2015 5/0 1 40 40.0 Oo 40 
2016 13/0 15 550 36.7 3 51 
Totals 18/0 16 590 369 3 51 


ROSOWSKI CAREER KICKING STATISTICS 

Year G/S FGM FGA FG%- Lg PAT PAT% 
2015 5/0 te) 0 .000 0) 0-0 .000 
2016 13/0 te) 0 .000 (0) 0-0 .000 
Tot. 18/0 0 0 .000 1) 0-0 .000 


ROSOWSKI CAREER KICKOFF STATISTICS 
Year G/S No. Yards Avg. 
2015 5/0 8 500 62.5 
2016 13/0 74 4707 63.6 
Tot. 18/0 82 5207 63.5 


ROSOWSKI CAREER GAME-BY-GAME PUNTING 


2015 P Yds Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ 120 
Miami (Ohio) 1 40 400 40 0000 0 
lowa te) 0 00 00000 0 
Rutgers 0 0 00 0 0000 0 
Maryland te) 0 00 00000 0 
Minnesota 0 0 00 0 0000 0 


CAREER STATI 


STICS 


2016 P Yds Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ 120 
vs LSU 4 163 408 51 00041 2 
Akron te) 0 00 00000 0 
Georgia St. te) 0 00 00000 0 
Michigan St. te) 0 00 0 0000 0 
Michigan 4 147 368 42 003 0 0 
Ohio State 5 178 356 44 002 0 1 
lowa 1 28 280 28 0000 0 
Nebraska 1 34 340 34 0000 0 
Northwestern O 0 00 0 000 0 0 
Illinois te) 0 00 00000 0 
Purdue te) 0 00 00000 0 
Minnesota 0 0 00 0 0000 0 
vs Penn State 0O 0 00 0 0000 0 
ROSOWSKI CAREER GAME-BY-GAME KICKING 

Field Goals __Kickoffs PAT 
2015 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
Miami(Ohio) 0-0 O O O 0 00 00 OO 
lowa 00 00 1 62620 00 0-0 
Rutgers 00 00 3 186 620 10 0-0 
Maryland 00 00 3 192 6440 0 0 0-0 
Minnesota 00 00 1 60600 00 00 

Field Goals _Kickoffs PAT 
2016 M-A Lg Bk No Yds Avg TB OB M-A 
vs LSU 00 00 4 260 650 3 0 0-0 
Akron 00 00 9 558 620 5 1 0-0 
GeorgiaSt. 0-0 0 0 6 386 643 5 0 0-0 
Michigan St. 0-0 O O 6 385 642 2 0 0-0 
Michigan 00 0 0O 2 130650 10 00 
Ohio State 00 00 #5 325 650 4 0 0-0 
lowa 00 00 4 250 625 2 0 0-0 
Nebraska 00 00 4 260 650 2 0 0-0 
Northwestern 0-0 O O 5 323 6446 4 0 0-0 
Illinois 00 00 9 569 632 6 0 0-0 
Purdue 0-0 0 0 8 503 620 6 0 0-0 
Minnesota 00 00 6 372 620 50 00 
vsPenn State 0-0 O 0 6 386 643 2 0 0-0 
ROSOWSKI CAREER HIGHS 
Punts: 5 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Punting Yards: 178 vs. Ohio State, Oct. 15, 2016 
Punting Average: 40.8 vs. LSU, Sept. 3, 2016 
Long Punt: 51 vs. LSU, Sept. 3, 2016 
FG Made: - 
FG Attempted: -- 
Long FG: - 
PAT Made: - 
PAT Attempted: -- 
Kickoffs: 9 (2x) MR vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Kickoff Yards: 569 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Kickoff Average: 65.0 (3x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Touchbacks: 6 (2x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
17 GEORGE RUSHING 
B@ WRedJr/Jr.= 6-1 2192 

Miramar, Fla. (Cardinal Gibbons) 
RUSHING CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2014 14/1 5 62 O 124 24 
2015 11/0 1 10 Oo 100 10 
2016 13/0 10 109 Oo 109 19 
Totals 38/1 16 181 0 11.3 24 
RUSHING CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Att Yds TD y/C LG 
2014 14/1 5 33 te) 66 16 
2015 11/0 2 7 (e) 35 6 
2016 13/0 te) 0 te) 0.0 6~O 
Totals 38/1 7 40 0 5.7 16 
RUSHING CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 

2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Western Ill. 0 00 O 1 10 O 10 
Bowling Green 2 8 0 5 Oo a © Oo 
South Florida 1 8 0 8 o 0 0 0 
at N’western (e) 0 Oo O o 0 0 0 
Illinois 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Maryland (e) 00 0 1.13 © 13 
at Rutgers 1 10 1 2 32 O 24 
at Purdue 0 00 0 1. F -O- 7 
Nebraska 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at lowa (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
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vs Ohio State 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Auburn 1 16 0 16 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Miami (Ohio) (0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Troy 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Hawai'i 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
lowa fi 60 6 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska (e) 00 O Oo oO oO 0 
Purdue 1 1 0 1 o 0 0 0 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Rutgers i¢) 00 O Oo @ 0 0 
Maryland (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 1 10 O 10 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 2 18 O 11 
Akron 0 00 O 2 14 #O 13 
Georgia State (0) 00 O 2 26 O 19 
Michigan State 0 0 0 O 2 24 O 15 
Michigan (e) 00 O Oo oO © 0 
Ohio State te) 00 O o 0 0 0 
lowa (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska te) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 14 15 O 15 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 10) 00 0 1 12 O 12 
vs Penn State 0 00 0 o 0 O 0 


RUSHING CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 2 vs. Bowling Green, Sept. 20, 2014 
Rush Yards: 16 vs. Auburn, Jan. 1, 2015 

Rush TDs: -- 

Long Rush: 16 vs. Auburn, Jan. 1, 2015 

Receptions: 2 (5x) MR at Michigan St., Sept. 24, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 32 vs. Rutgers, Nov. 1, 2014 

Receiving TDs: - 


Long Reception: 24 vs. Rutgers, Nov. 1, 2014 


21 MARK SAARI 


@ RB = Jr./So. = 6-0 = 207 
Montreal, Wis. (Hurley) 


SAARI CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 


2015 1/0 3 0 te) 00 3 
2016 Has not played 
Totals 1/0 3 0 0 0.0 3 
SAARI CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Miami (Ohio) 3 00 3 o 0 0 0 


SAARI CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 3 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Rush Yards: Ovs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Rush TDs: - 

Long Rush: 3 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Receptions: -- 

Receiving Yards: —-- 

Receiving TDs: - 

65 OLIVE SAGAPOLU 


@ NT =So./So. = 6-2 = 340 
Huntington Beach, Calif. (Mater Dei) 


SAGAPOLU CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 13/4 1 6 7 10-4 00-00 0 0 0O 
2016 8/4 8 5 13 10-6 1060 00 0 
Tot. 21/8 9 11 20 20-10 10-6000 0 


SAGAPOLU CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami (Ohio) O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 4 4 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


Rutgers 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 1 0 1 104 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 2 3 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 2 0 2 10-6 10-6 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 2 1 3 0.0-0 0.00 0 0-0 0-0 0 
SAGAPOLU CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 5 at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 

Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (2x) MR vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Sacks: 1.0 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended: -- 

7 BRADRICK SHAW 


@ RB=So./Fr.= 6-1 = 211 
Birmingham, Ala. (Hoover) 


SHAW CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 

Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 11/1 88 457 5 5.2 35 
Totals 11/1 88 457 5 5.2 35 


SHAW CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS_ Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 


2015 Redshirt season 
2016 11/1 1 6 te) 60 6 
Totals 11/1 1 6 0 6.0 6 
SHAW CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Akron 9 74 1 35 o 0 0 0 
Georgia State 15 62 0 19 Oo oO 0 0 
Ohio State 1 60 6 0 0 0 0 
lowa 1 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 2 23 1 21 o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 11 54 O 25 o 0 O 0 
Illinois 19 80 1 12 1 6 0 6 
Purdue 8 68 2 33 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 7 20 0 8 o 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 15 62 0 20 o 0 0 0 
SHAW CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: 19 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Rush Yards: 80 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Rush TDs: 2 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 
Long Rush: 35 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receptions: 1vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 6 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 
Receiving TDs: - 


Long Reception: 6 vs. Illinois, Nov. 12, 2016 


94 CONOR SHEEHY 


@ DE@Jr./Jr. = 6-4 = 288 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Marquette) 


SHEEHY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2014 14/70 1 1 2 101 0000 0 0 0 
2015 13/8 8 23 31 30-9 20-70 0 0 1 
2016 12/11 12 15 27 40-19 25-18 1 0 0 0O 
Tot. 39/19 21 39 60 80-29 45-25 100 1 


SHEEHY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Ill. 1 0 1 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at N’western O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


CAREER STATISTICS 


Nebraska 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Ohio State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami (Ohio) O 2 2 05-3 05-3 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 1 2 3 103 10-3 000 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 3 3 05-1 05-1 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 3 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 3 4 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 3. 2 5 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vs. USC 1 1 2 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 2 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO 2 2 1.0-2 05-1 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 2 1 3 1.0-101.0-10 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 4 1 5 1.5-7 10-7 1 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 1 1 05-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 1 2 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
SHEEHY CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 5 (2x) MR at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: 1.5 at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 
Sacks: 1.0 (3x) MR at Northwestern, Nov. 5, 2016 


Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended: 1 at Minnesota, Nov. 28, 2015 


8 SOJOURN SHELTON 


@ CB#Sr./Sr. = 5-9 = 168 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. (Plantation) 


SHELTON CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2013 13/12 31 5 36 00-0 000 1 0 4 11 
2014 14/12 24 9 33 10-1 0000 00 6 
2015 13/13 20 9 29 00-0 0001 01 8 
2016 13/13 20 8 28 10-1 000 0 1 4 16 
Tot. 53/50 95 31 126 20-2 00-0 2 1 9 41 
SHELTON CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2013 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
UMass 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 0 
Tenn. Tech 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atArizonaSt. 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 4 1 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-01-10 0 
at Ohio State 5 O 5 00-0 00-0 10-0 0-0 2 
Northwestern 2 1 3 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 1-0 0 
at Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at lowa 4 0 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
BYU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Indiana 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 00-0 1-0 1 
at Minnesota 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Penn State 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsS.Carolina 5 O 5 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Western Il. 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green 1 1 2 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida 3 2 5 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at N’western 3 2 5 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Maryland 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Rutgers 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 1 0 1 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
at lowa 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vs Ohio State 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Miami (Ohio) 3 O 3 0.0-0 00-0 1 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 3 4 7 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Hawai'i 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
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lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Illinois 4 1 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Rutgers 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs. USC 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 00-0 1-0 1 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Akron 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 1-9 0-0 1 
Georgia State 2 O 2 10-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Michigan State 2 1 3 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-8 2 
Michigan 3 1 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 4 0 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
lowa 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 2 2 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 3 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Illinois 0 2 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Minnesota 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-02-40 2 
vs Penn State 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
SHELTON CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 7 vs. Troy, Sept. 19, 2015 

Tackles for Loss: 1.0 (2x) MR vs. Georgia St., Sept. 17, 2016 
Sacks: = 


Interceptions: 
Passes Defended: 


44 ERIC STEFFES 
m TE = Sr.#/Sr. = 6-3 = 262 


2 vs. Minnesota, Nov. 26, 2016 
3 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


Mount Calvary, Wis. (St. Mary's Springs) 


STEFFES CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 6/0 te) (¢) te) 00 60 
2014 8/0 e) (¢) e) 00 600 
2015 11/3 1 4 te) 40 4 
2016 13/4 e) (¢) 0 00 600 
Totals 38/7 1 4 0 40 4 
STEFFES CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 6/0 te) (e) te) 00 600 
2014 8/0 te) 0 (e) 00 600 
2015 11/3 3 50 O 167 19 
2016 13/4 7 34 1 49 14 
Totals 38/7 10 84 1 84 19 
STEFFES CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 
2013 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Tennessee Tech O 00 0 o 0 O 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
at Illinois 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Indiana (0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
at Minnesota 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
Penn State 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Western Ill. (e) 0 Oo O o 0 0 0 
Bowling Green 10) 00 O Oo 0 ©. 0 
South Florida 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
at N’western (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Maryland te) 00 O Oo oO oO 0 
at Rutgers 0 0 0 O o oOo oO 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama 0 O20. “0 o 0 0 0 
Miami (Ohio) 7 40 4 0 0 0 0 
Troy (¢) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Hawai'i (0) 00 O 1 19 O 19 
lowa 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska (e) 0 Oo O 1 15 © 15 
Purdue (0) 0 Oo O 1 16 O 16 
Illinois 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 0 00 0 Oo oOo oO 0 
Northwestern 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 Oo 0 0. ..0 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (e) 00 0 12 0 2 
Akron 0 00 O 1 8 O 8 


Georgia State 
Michigan State 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
lowa 
Nebraska 
Northwestern 
Illinois 
Purdue 
Minnesota 

vs Penn State 


ooo0o0000 0000 
ooo000o00c000 
ooo0o0oc0o0o0c00 0 
ooo000000cC0C0 0 
PORODODOONO 

OWOOGDWDWDOONO 
ooo0o0o0o0co0coOR”O 
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STEFFES CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 1 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Rush Yards: 4vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Rush TDs: - 

Long Rush: 4 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Receptions: 2 at Michigan State, Sept. 24, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 19 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 
Receiving TDs: 1 at Michigan State, Sept. 24, 2016 


Long Reception: 19 vs. Hawai'i, Sept. 26, 2015 


84 A.J. TAYLOR 


@ WRe.Fr./Fr.= 5-11 = 194 
Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 
TAYLOR CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 
Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 


2016 12/0 4 19 ie) 48 23 
Totals 12/0 4 19 0 48 23 


TAYLOR CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


OoOwooo0o0co0coRrRo 


RB 
A 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2016 12/0 3 53 O 17.7 35 
Totals 12/0 3 53 0 17.7 35 
TAYLOR CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 

2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU 1 -10 -1 0 0 0 0 
Akron (e) 00 O 2 39 O 35 
Georgia State 0 00 oO 1 14 O 14 
Michigan State O 00 O o 0 0 0 
Ohio State (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
lowa 2 24 0 23 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Northwestern 1 4 0 -4 o 0 0 0 
Illinois 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Purdue (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 10) 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Penn State 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 


TAYLOR CAREER HIGHS 


Rush Attempts: 2 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Rush Yards: 24 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Rush TDs: - 

Long Rush: 23 at lowa, Oct. 22, 2016 
Receptions: 2 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receiving Yards: 39 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receiving TDs: - 


Long Reception: 35 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 


25 DERRICK TINDAL 


@ CBeJr/r.=5-11#175 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Boyd Anderson) 


TINDAL CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd 


Sk-Yd FF FR INTPD 


2014 12/2 10 0 10 106 106000 1 
2015 12/5 18 14 32 05-1 0000 00 5 
2016 13/138 27 5 32 050 000 1 0 3 14 
Tot. 37/20 55 19 74 20-7 10-6 1 0 3 20 
TINDAL CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 

2014 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Western Ill. 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Bowling Green 2 0 2 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
South Florida O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
atN’western 4 0 4 10-6 1.0-6 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
at lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


CAREER STATISTICS 


vs Ohio State 1 O 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) 1 6 7 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Troy 5 3 8 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Hawai'i 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 1 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 00 00 2 
Purdue 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Maryland 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs USC 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 3 0 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-01-43 2 
Akron 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 10-0 0-0 2 
Georgia State 3 2 5 00-0 00-0 00-0 0-0 1 
Michigan StateO 1 1 05-0 00-0 0 0-0 1-0 2 
Michigan 4 0 4 00-0 00-0 0 0-01-46 1 
Ohio State 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
lowa 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 2 0 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 
Northwestern 4 0 4 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 2 1 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vs Penn State 4 1 5 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
TINDAL CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 8 vs. Troy. Sept. 19, 2015 

Tackles for Loss: 1.0 at N’western, Oct. 4, 2014 

Sacks: 1.0 at N’western, Oct. 4, 2014 


Interceptions: 1 (3x) MR at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 
Passes Defended: 2 (6x) MR vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 


30 SERGE TREZY 


@ CB = Sr.#/Sr. = 6-2 = 201 
Orlando, Fla. (Agape/Eastern Arizona) 


TREZY CAREER RUSHING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Att Yds TD Y/C LG 
2015 5/0 6 18 ie) 30 7 
2016 12/0 te) (0) ie) 00 600 
Totals 17/0 6 18 0 3.0 7 


TREZY CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 


2015 5/0 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0 0 0O 
201612/0 1 0 1 00-0 0000 0 0 0O 
Tot. 17/0 2 1 3 00-0 00-00 00 0 


TREZY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME - RUSH/RECEIVE 


Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Hawai'i 2 9 0 9 o 0 0 0 
lowa (¢) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at Nebraska 0 0 Oo O o 0 0 0 
Rutgers 4 90 4 o oOo 0 0 
at Maryland (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
TREZY CAREER GAME-BY-GAME - DEFENSE 
2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Nebraska O O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
at Maryland 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 0 O O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan StateO O O 0.0-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
TREZY CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: Avs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 
Rush Yards: 9 (2x) MR vs. Rutgers, Oct. 31, 2015 
Rush TDs: - 
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Long Rush: - 
Tackles: 2 at Maryland, Nov. 7, 2015 
Tackles for Loss: = -- 
Sacks: - 
Interceptions: - 
Passes Defended:  -- 


42 T.J. WATT 


@ OLB=Sr./Jr.= 6-5 = 243 
Pewaukee, Wis. (Pewaukee) 


WATT CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2013 Redshirt season 
2014 Did not play (injury) 
2015 13/0 4 4 8 15-5 0000 0 0 
2016 13/13 35 24 59 145-83 105-74 1 1 1 4 
Tot. 26/13 39 28 67 16.0-88 10.5-74 1 1 1 


WATT CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2015 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs Alabama 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Miami(Ohio) O 1 1 05-1 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Troy 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Hawai'i 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 1 2 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 0 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Rutgers 0 1 1 05-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Maryland 1 0 1 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Northwestern 0 O O 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
vs. USC 0 1 1 O5-2 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
2016 UT AT Tot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
vs LSU 4 3 7 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Akron 3 0 3 10-11 1.0-11 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Georgia State 1 1 2 10-151.0-15 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Michigan State 3. 3 6 3.5-122.5-10 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Michigan 8 3 11 2.0-13 1.0-11 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Ohio State 1 4 5 05-2 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
lowa 4 1 5 15-8 15-8 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Nebraska 1 2 3 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Northwestern 2 0 2 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Illinois 0 3 3 10-3 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 1 
Purdue 1 1 2 103 10-3 0 0-01-17 1 
Minnesota 4 2 6 15-9 15-9 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vs Penn State 3 1 4 15-7 10-7 1 1-0 00 0 
WATT CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 11 at Michigan, Oct. 1, 2016 

Tackles for Loss: 3.5 at Michigan State, Sept. 24, 2016 
Sacks: 2.5 at Michigan State, Sept. 24, 2016 
Interceptions: 1 at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 


Passes Defended: 1 (7x) MR at Purdue, Nov. 19, 2016 


39 JAKE WHALEN 


@ OLB = So./Fr. = 6-1 = 236 
Wausau, Wis. (West) 


WHALEN CAREER DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 

Year G/S UT AT Tot TFL-Yd Sk-Yd FF FRINTPD 
2015 Redshirt season 

2016 4/0 0 1 1 000 0000 0 0 0 
Tot. 4/0 0 1 1 00-0 00-00 00 0 


WHALEN CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 


2016 UT ATTot TFL-Y Sk-Y FF FR INTPD 
Illinois 0 0 O 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Purdue 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
Minnesota 0 0 O 00-0 00-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 
vsPennState 0 1 1 00-0 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 0 


WHALEN CAREER HIGHS 

Tackles: 1vs. Penn State, Dec. 3, 2016 
Tackles for Loss: — -- 

Sacks: = 

Interceptions: - 

Passes Defended:  -- 


15 ROBERT WHEELWRIGHT 


@ WRe=Sr./Sr. = 6-28 211 
Columbus, Ohio (Walnut Ridge) 


WHEELWRIGHT CAREER RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Year GP/GS Rec Yds TD Y/C LG 
2013 12/0 2 9 te) 45 6 
2014 12/0 1 17 1 170 17 
2015 9/8 32 416 4 13.0 30 
2016 13/10 33 436 1 132 47 
Totals 46/18 68 878 6 12.9 47 
WHEELWRIGHT CAREER GAME-BY-GAME 
Rushing Receiving 
2013 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Tenn. Tech 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 6 
at Arizona St. 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Purdue 0 00 0 1 #3 0 3 
at Ohio State (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Northwestern 0 oO 0. 0 o 0 0 0 
at Illinois (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
at lowa 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 
BYU (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
at Minnesota 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Penn State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
vs S. Carolina 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2014 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
Western Ill. (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Bowling Green 0 0 0 O o oOo O0O 0 
at N’western (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
Illinois (e) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Maryland (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
at Rutgers 0 00 oO 0 oOo O0O 0 
at Purdue 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
Nebraska (e) 00 O o 0 0 0 
at lowa (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 0 00 0 1 17 #1 «17 
vs Ohio State 0 00 0 o 0 0 0 
vs Auburn 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Receiving 
2015 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs Alabama (0) 00 O 2 18 1 15 
Miami (Ohio) (e) 00 O 6 79 2 16 
Troy (0) 00 O 2 50 O 30 
Hawai'i 0) 00 O o 0 0 0 
lowa (0) 00 O 4 33 0 10 
Nebraska (¢) 00 O 5 81 O 30 
Purdue (0) 00 O 6 61 O 15 
Illinois (0) 00 O 3 47 1 23 
vs. USC (¢) 00 O 4 47 0 21 
Rushing Receiving 
2016 Att YdsTD Lg Rec Yds TD Lg 
vs LSU (e) 00 O 4 60 27 
Akron (0) 00 O 4 99 0 47 
Georgia State (¢) 00 0 4 35 0 14 
Michigan State 0 00 O 3 34 O 17 
Michigan (0) 00 O 3 46 O 24 
Ohio State (0) 00 O 2 36 O 21 
lowa (0) 00 O 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1 60 6 5 43 1 16 
Northwestern 0 00 0 3 28 O 17 
Illinois (0) 00 O 1 11 #O 11 
Purdue (0) 00 O 2 25 O 20 
Minnesota 0 00 0 2 19 O 16 
vs Penn State 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 
WHEELWRIGHT CAREER HIGHS 
Rush Attempts: 1vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Rush Yards: 6 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Rush TDs: - 
Long Rush: 6 vs. Nebraska, Oct. 29, 2016 
Receptions: 6 (2x) MR vs. Purdue, Oct. 17, 2015 


Receiving Yards: 99 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 
Receiving TDs: 2 vs. Miami (Ohio), Sept. 12, 2015 
Long Reception: 47 vs. Akron, Sept. 10, 2016 


CAREER STATISTICS 
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GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 


GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

vs. LSU AKRON GSU MSU MICH OSU IOWA NEB NU ILL PUR MINN PSU 
QB Houston Houston Houston Hornibrook Hornibrook Hornibrook Hornibrook Hornibrook  Hornibrook = Hornibrook Hornibrook Hornibrook — Houston 
RB Clement Clement Deal Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement Clement 
RB -- Ss - es -- es - a = Shaw -- ee - 
FB Ramesh Ramesh Ramesh Ramesh Ramesh - Ramesh Ramesh - - -- Ramesh -- 
WR) Wheelwright Wheelwright Wheelwright Wheelwright Wheelwright Wheelwright Cephus Wheelwright Cephus Cephus Cephus Wheelwright Wheelwright 
WR_ Peavy Peavy Peavy Peavy Peavy Peavy Peavy Peavy -- -- -- Peavy Peavy 
TE — Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli Fumagalli 
TE - -- a -- = Steffes “9 as Steffes Steffes Steffes ae Steffes 
TE = fe a a a -- a ee Penniston $a Penniston ae a 
LT = Ramczyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk Ramczyk Ramcezyk 
LG Kapoi Dietzen Kapoi Deiter Deiter Deiter Deiter Dietzen Dietzen Dietzen Dietzen Dietzen Dietzen 
Cc Deiter Deiter Deiter Connors Connors Connors Connors Deiter Deiter Deiter Deiter Deiter Deiter 
RG Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel Benzschawel 
RT = Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell Maxwell Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards 
DEFENSE 

vs. LSU AKRON GSU MSU MICH OSU IOWA NEB NU ILL PUR MINN PSU 
DE Sheehy Obasih Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Obasih Obasih Obasih Obasih Obasih Obasih Obasih 
NT  Sagapolu -- -- Sagapolu -- Sagapolu Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Sheehy Sagapolu 
DE James James Obasih Obasih James James James James James - James James -- 
OLB Biegel Biegel Biegel Biegel Dooley Dooley Biegel Biegel Biegel Biegel Biegel Biegel Biegel 
ILB_ Cichy Cichy Cichy Cichy Cichy Cichy Cichy Connelly Connelly Connelly Connelly Connelly Connelly 
ILB) Orr Connelly Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards Edwards 
OLB Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt Watt 
CB Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton Shelton 
FS Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso Musso 
SS Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon Dixon 
CB Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal Tindal 
DB -- Jamerson Figaro -- Figaro -- -- -- -- Figaro -- -- Figaro 


GAME CAPTAINS 


vs. LSU 

Akron 

Georgia State 

at Michigan State 
at Michigan 
Ohio State 

at lowa 
Nebraska 

at Northwestern 
Illinois 

at Purdue 
Minnesota 


vs. Penn State 


OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biege' 
OLB Vince Biege' 
OLB Vince Biege' 
OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biege' 
OLB Vince Biegel 
OLB Vince Biege' 
OLB Vince Biege' 


RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 
RB Dare Ogunbowale 


RB Dare Ogunbowa 


oO 


CB Sojourn Shelton 
S Leo Musso 
ILB Leon Jacobs 
DE Chikwe Obasih 
ILB Jack Cichy 
DE Conor Sheehy 
DE Alec James 
OLB Garret Dooley 
S Leo Musso 
OLB T.J. Watt 


S Leo Musso 


QB Bart Houston 


OL Michael Deiter 
OL Ryan Ramczyk 
RB Corey Clement 


LS Connor Udelhoven 


K Rafael Gaglianone 


RB Corey Clement 
OL Ryan Ramczyk 
OL Michael Deiter 


Senior Class 


S Leo Musso 


OL Michael Deiter 
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SCORING DRIVES 


WISCONSIN 

OPP. PLAYS YDS TIMETYPE QTR/TIME START SCORING PLAY 

LSU 9 24 4:32 FG 2nd/4:13 L386  Gaglianone 30-yd FG 

LSU 5 15 3:11 FG 2nd/0:54 L45  Gaglianone 48-yd FG 

LSU 5 58 6:29 TD 3rd/10:55 W42 _ Clement 5-yd run 

LSU 8 48 2:33 FG 4th/3:47  W23 _ Gaglianone 47-yd FG 
AKRON 13 83 6:55 TD 1st/8:05 W417 Clement 4-yd run 

AKRON 53 3:32 TD 2nd/13:45 W47~ Clement 1-yd run 

AKRON 73 4:12 TD  2nd/4:58 W27 Houston to Peavy, 13-yd pass 
AKRON 67 0:57 TD 2nd/2:10 W33 _ Houston to Peavy, 34-yd pass 
AKRON 12 57 6:44 FG = 3rd/6:25 W28_ Gaglianone 33-yd FG 
AKRON 8 83 4:22 TD = 3rd/1:07 W417 — Hornibrook to Ingold, 6-yd pass 
AKRON 63 3:27 TD 4th/11:17 W837 Ramesh 1-yd run 

AKRON 3 44 1:23 TD  4th/7:54 A44 Shaw 35-yd run 

GSU 15 52 7:40 FG 1st/7:20 W25  Gaglianone 41-yd FG 

GSU 10 58 5:09 FG 1st/0:51 W32 Gaglianone 28-yd FG 

GSU 6 69 2:56 TD 3rd/2:58 W31 Ogunbowale 2-yd run 

GSU 8 59 4:03 TD  4th/7:25 W41 — Hornibrook to Penniston, 1-yd pass 
GSU 7 19 2:17 FG 4th/3:36 G42  Gaglianone 41-yd FG 

MSU 16 65 7:38 TD 1st/025 W35_ Hornibrook to Steffes, 1-yd pass 
MSU 6 28 2:40 TD = 2nd/7:14 M28 Clement 1-yd run 

MSU 10 54 5:40 FG  3rd/4:58 W23_ Endicott 41-yd FG 

MSU 4 5 0:06 TD = 3rd/3:52 M5 Clement 5-yd run 

MICH 5 31 2:25 TD  3rd/8:03 M31 — Hornibrook to Ogunbowale, 17-yd pass 
OSU 52 3:48 FG  1st/9:03 W20_ Endicott 46-yd FG 

OSU 95 1:08 TD 1st/6:17. W5  Hornibrook to Peavy, 24 yds 
OSU 13. 61 5:56 FG  2nd/2:47 W25_ Endicott 32-yd FG 

OSU 10 61 1:43 FG = 2nd/0:14 W35_ Endicott 22-yd FG 

OSU 11 81 6:11 TD 4th/7:54 W19 Ramesh 4-yd run 

IOWA 8 58 4:45 TD 1st/5:08 WO9 ~ Hornibrook to Fumagalli, 17-yd pass 
IOWA 4 62 2:04 TD 3rd/7:20 W38 _ Clement 1-yd run 

IOWA 9 62 4:01 FG 4th/1:24 W20_ Endicott 36-yd FG 

NEB 2 51 0:43 TD 1st/9:38 W49 Shaw 21-yd run 

NEB 2 25 3:18 FG 2nd/6:53 50 Endicott 44-yd FG 

NEB 13. 73 6:36 TD  3rd/8:17 W27 — Hornibrook to Wheelwright, 9-yd pass 
NEB 4 25 - TD OT N25  Ogunbowale 11-yd run 

NU 7 34 3:13 FG 2nd/11:11 W44_ Endicott 40-yd FG 

NU 5 68 2:25 TD = 2nd/7:33  W32 _ Peavy 46-yd run 

NU 7 22 3:14 FG  3rd/8:06 N32 _ Endicott 28-yd FG 

NU 9 45 4:32 TD 4th/8:57 N45 Clement 2-yd run 

ILL 4 51 1:49 TD 1st/9:25 W49 Clement 2-yd run 

ILL 2 8 0:44 TD Ast/6:59 18 Clement 4-yd run 

ILL 6 78 3:04 TD 1st/0:13  W22  Hornibrook to Peavy, 8-yd pass 
ILL 7 43 2:42 TD = 2nd/12:24 143 Houston to Penniston, 7-yd pass 
ILL 4 -9 1:11 FG  2nd/0:04 110 Endicott 37-yd FG 

ILL 11 58 6:22 FG  3rd/7:10 W239 Endicott 21-yd FG 

ILL 11 70 6:09 TD 4th/14:18 W30 = Clement 2-yd run 

ILL 12 75 7:53 TD 4th/5:01 W25 Shaw 3-yd run 

PUR 10 87 4:30 TD  2nd/8:34 W413 Ingold 1-yd run 

PUR 8 54 4:30 TD 2nd/3:03 W46_ Shaw 7-yd run 

PUR 1 19 0:07 TD = 2nd/2:49 P19 Houston to Ingold, 19-yd pass 
PUR 5 65 1:47 TD 2nd/0:51 W35 _ Shaw 33-yd run 

PUR 10 62 5:24 TD  3rd/3:23 W38 _ Hornibrook to Peavy, 25-yd pass 
PUR 15 74 8:28 TD 4th/7:41 W26 = Clement 6-yd run 

MINN 10 80 5:34 TD  2nd/9:19 W20 Ingold 1-yd run 

MINN 12. 60 5:57 FG  3rd/9:03 W25_ Endicott 33-yd FG 

MINN 3 19 1:17 TD 4th/11:58 M19 Clement 2-yd run 

MINN 3 87 1:19 TD 4th/6:42 W413 Clement 2-yd run 

MINN 1 8 0:05 TD 4th/6:15 M8 Ogunbowale 8-yd run 

PSU 14 81 8:00 TD 1st/5:27. W19 Ramesh 1-yd run 

PSU 2 72 0:45 TD 1st/3:06 W28 Clement 67-yd run 


SCORING DRIVES 


PSU 5 42 2:31 TD = 2nd/5:15 P42 Ogunbowale 7-yd run 
PSU 9 70 4:06 FG  3rd/0:16 W25_ Endicott 23-yd FG 
OPPONENTS 


OPP. PLAYS YDS TIME TYPE QTR/TIME START SCORING PLAY 

LSU 2 41 #0:18 TD  3rd/4:21 W411 Harris to Dural, 10-yd pass 
AKRON 8 60 2:10 FG = 2nd/0:00 A25_ O'Leary 32-yd FG 

GSU 10 49 4:25 FG = 3rd/6:00 G23 ten Lohuis 45-yd FG 

GSU 6 75 2:39 TD  3rd/0:19 G25 Manning to Davis, 13-yd pass 
GSU 3 68 1:06 TD 4th/11:36 G32 Neal 9-yd run 

MSU 7 16 1:31 FG  1st/8:03 W47_ Geiger 48-yd FG 

MSU 15 162 ‘5:51 FG = 2nd/1:18 M15 Geiger 48-yd FG 

MICH 11. 77 4:41 TD 2nd/14:56 M23 Hill 1-yd run 

MICH 4 64 1:53 TD  4th/7:56 M36 Speight to Darboh, 46-yd pass 
OSU 11 67 3:31 FG  1st/2:46 025 Durbin 25-yd FG 

OSU 9 56 3:16 FG = 2nd/8:43 021 Durbin 40-yd FG 

OSU 13. 47 4:54 TD = 3rd/2:52 047 Barrett 1-yd run 

OSU 6 38 2:39 TD 4th/14:09 O38 Barrett 8-yd run 

OSU 9 61 3:57 FG  4th/3:57 025 Durbin 31-yd FG 

OSU 5 25 - TD OT 025 Barrett to Brown, 7-yd pass 
IOWA 6 20 2:45 FG = 2nd/3:49 W44 Duncan 41-yd FG 

IOWA 8 51 0:54 FG = 2nd/0:00 120 Recinos 47-yd FG 

IOWA 6 16 0:41 FG 4th/0:43, = =W23 Duncan 25-yd FG 

NEB 6 42 2:12 TD 2nd/13:41 W42 = Ozigbo 1-yd run 

NEB 14 75 5:58 TD 4th/13:45 N25 Armstrong 2-yd run 

NEB 11 52 5:53 FG  4th/3:43 N30 Brown 35-yd FG 

NU 8 87 1:02 TD = 2nd/0:39 N13. Thorson to Carr, 13-yd pass 
ILL 9 65 3:32 FG  4st/3:22 122 McLaughlin 31-yd FG 

PUR 14 55 5:07 FG 1st/4:56 P34 Dellinger 28-yd FG 

PUR 1 75 0:14 TD = 2nd/2:38 P25  Blough to Yancey, 75-yd pass 
PUR 9 28 3:42 FG = 3rd/8:47, »=W41_ Dellinger 30-yd FG 

PUR 8 73 3:26 TD 4th/4:15 P27  Blough to Yancey, 10-yd pass 
MINN 12. 72 4:49 FG  1st/10:11 M25 Carpenter 21-yd FG 

MINN 1 13 0:05 TD = 2nd/9:05 W413 Leidner to Wolitarsky, 13-yd pass 
MINN 7 68 2:10 TD = 2nd/0:53 M32 Leidner 3-yd run 

PSU 5 75 1:56 TD 1st/1:10 P25 McSorley to Gesicki, 33-yd pass 
PSU 8 90 1:27. TD 2nd/0:58 P10 McSorley to Blacknall, 40-yd pass 
PSU 1 70 0:14 TD 3rd/10:58 P30 McSorley to Blacknall, 70-yd pass 
PSU 8 64 3:17. TD = 3rd/4:22 P37 Barkley 1-yd run 

PSU 4 81 1:30 TD 4th/13:41 P19 McSorley to Barkley, 18-yd pass 
PSU 9 58 4:38 FG  4th/5:14 P36 Davis 24-yd FG 
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BIG PLAYS (SCRIMMAGE PLAYS THAT GAINED AT LEAST 20 YARDS) 


BIG PLAYS 


TEAM TOTALS RUSH (TDs) PASS (TDs) 

Wisconsin 21 (5) 34 (3) 

Opponents 10 (0) 36 (5) 

WISCONSIN OPPONENTS 

YARDS PLAY OPP. QTR. DESCRIPTION YARDS PLAY OPP. QTR. DESCRIPTION 

21 Pass LSU Ast Houston to Wheelwright (2-3 on WIS 47) 20 Run LSU 3rd Fournette (2-6 on LSU 21) 

27 Pass LSU 3rd Houston to Fumagalli (1-10 on WIS 42) 31 Pass LSU 3rd Harris to Fournette (1-10 on WIS 41) 
20 Pass LSU 4th Houston to Fumagalli(1-10 on WIS 33) 38 Run AKRON 2nd Ball (3-2 on AKRON 32) 

47 Pass AKRON 1st Houston to Wheelwright (1-10 on WIS 44) 27 Pass AKRON 2nd Woodson to Lane (1-10 on AKRON 35) 
23 Run AKRON 1st Peavy (1-10 on WIS 47) 35 Pass AKRON 2nd Woodson to Natson (2-11 on AKRON 24) 
27 Run AKRON 2nd Clement (1-10 on WIS 27) 20 Pass GSU 2nd Manning to Davis (1-10 on GSU 18) 

28 Pass AKRON 2nd Houston to Wheelwright (2-5 on WIS 38) 38 Pass GSU 3rd Manning to Davis (2-5 on GSU 28) 

34* Pass AKRON 2nd Houston to Peavy (1-10 on AKRON 34) 40 Pass GSU 3rd Manning to Smith (3-9 on GSU 26) 

35 Pass AKRON 4th Hornibrook to Taylor (3-5 on AKRON 37) 20 Pass GSU 3rd Manning to Davis (2-9 on WIS 33) 

35* Run AKRON 4th Shaw (3-1 on AKRON 35) 60 Pass GSU 4th Manning to Smith (2-11 on GSU 31) 

24 Pass GSU Ast Houston to Peavy (1-10 on WIS 32) 27. Pass MSU 4th O'Connor to Corley (1-10 on MSU 19) 
29 Pass GSU 3rd Hornibrook to Peavy (3-10 on WIS 31) 40 Pass MSU 4th O'Connor to Corley (1-10 on MSU 15) 
29 Pass GSU 4th Hornibrook to Penniston (1-10 on GSU 46) 23 Pass MICH Ast Speight to Butt (2-8 at MICH 13) 

25 Pass MSU Ast Hornibrook to Peavy (3-10 on WIS 35) 22 Run = MICH Ast Evans (2-4 at MICH 29) 

23 Pass MSU 2nd Hornibrook to Peavy (3-12 on MSU 30) 20 Pass MICH 2nd Speight to Perry (2-10 at MICH 44) 

31 Pass MSU 3rd Hornibrook to Peavy (3-8 on WIS 39) 24 Pass MICH 3rd Speight to Chesson (2-10 at WIS 49) 
24 Pass MICH Ast Hornibrook to Wheelwright (3-7 on WIS 28) 46* Pass MICH 4th Speight to Darboh (1-10 at WIS 46) 

20 Pass MICH 2nd Hornibrook to Wheelwright (3-3 on WIS 32) 21 Run OSU Ast Barrett (1-10 at WIS 32) 

28 Pass OSU Ast Hornibrook to Fumagalli (1-10 on WIS 20) 29 Pass OSU 2nd Barrett to Baugh (2-10 at OSU 21) 

68 Run OSU Ast Clement (1-10 on WIS 5) 25 Pass OSU 2nd Barrett to Samuel (3-13 at OSU 47) 
24* Pass OSU Ast Hornibrook to Peavy (3-7 on OSU 24) 22 Run OSU 3rd Barrett (1-10 at WIS 36) 

28 Run OSU 2nd Peavy (1-10 on WIS 21) 21 Pass OSU 3rd Barrett to Brown (3-5 on WIS 33) 

30 Pass OSU 2nd Hornibrook to Fumagalli (3-6 on OSU 40) 43 Pass OSU 4th Barrett to Wilson (2-11 at OSU 36) 

36 Pass OSU 4th Hornibrook to Peavy (3-9 on WIS 20) 21 Pass IOWA 4th Beathard to Wadley (2-15 on WIS 28) 
20 Run OSU 4th Clement (2-9 on OSU 43) 36 Pass NEB Ast Armstrong to Westerkamp (3-8 on WIS 40) 
21 Pass OSU 4th Hornibrook to Wheelwright (3-10 on OSU 25) 25 Pass NEB 4th Armstrong to Morgan (2-10 on WIS 46) 
23 Run IOWA Ast Taylor (1-10 on WIS 44) 28 Run NU 2nd Jackson (3-1 on NU 22) 

26 Pass IOWA Ast Hornibrook to Ogunbowale (3-5 on WIS 27) 28 Pass NU 2nd Thorson to Dickerson (4-1 on WIS 41) 
54 Pass IOWA 2nd Hornibrook to Penniston (2-8 on WIS 41) 32 Pass NU 3rd Thorson to Carr (3-5 on NU 38) 

57 Pass IOWA 3rd Hornibrook to Cephus (1-10 on WIS 38) 22 Pass NU 4th Thorson to Carr (3-18 on NU 13) 

21 Pass IOWA 4th Houston to Fumagalli (2-8 on WIS 22) 35 Pass ILL 2nd George to Hardee (2-9 on ILL 40) 

34 Run IOWA 4th Clement (3-1 on WIS 29) 22 Run — ILL 3rd Foster (1-20 on ILL 15) 

30 Pass NEB Ast Hornibrook to Fumagalli (1-10 on WIS 49) 48 Pass PUR Ast Blough to Yancey (1-10 on PUR 10) 

21* Run NEB Ast Shaw (1-10 on NEB 21) 75" Pass PUR 2nd Blough to Yancey (1-10 on PUR 25) 

39 Run NEB 4th Ogunbowale (2-8 on WIS 14) 34 Run PUR 4th Lankford-Johnson (2-3 on PUR 34) 

41 Run NEB 4th Clement (1-10 on WIS 25) 32 Run MINN Ast Leidner (2-10 on MINN 41) 

32 Pass NU 2nd Houston to Peavy (3-11 on WIS 43) 21 Pass MINN Ast Leidner to Wolitarsky (1-10 on MINN 2) 
46* Run NU 2nd Peavy (1-10 on NU 46) 35 Pass MINN 2nd Leidner to Wolitarsky (1-10 on MINN 43) 
25 Run NU 2nd Shaw (1-10 on WIS 31) 22 Pass MINN 3rd Leidner to Still (1-10 on MINN 25) 

23 Run — ILL Ast Clement (2-1 on ILL 25) 25 Pass MINN 3rd Leidner to Smith (1-10 on WIS 40) 

48 Run ILL Ast Ogunbowale (2-2 on WIS 22) 22 Run PSU Ast Barkley (1-10 on PSU 25) 

24 Pass ILL Ast Hornibrook to Clement (2-9 on ILL 29) oor Pass PSU Ast McSorley to Gesicki (1-10 on WIS 33) 
21 Run — ILL 3rd Clement (2-7 on WIS 33) 40* Pass PSU 2nd McSorley to Blacknall (1-10 on WIS 40) 
31 Run PUR 2nd Shaw (2-9 on WIS 14) 70* Pass PSU 3rd McSorley to Blacknall (1-10 on PSU 30) 
34 Pass PUR 2nd Houston to Ogunbowale (3-12 on WIS 43) 38 Pass PSU 3rd McSorley to Hamilton (1-10 on PSU 19) 
20 Pass PUR 2nd Houston to Wheelwright (2-14 on PUR 40) 25 Pass PSU 4th McSorley to Hamilton (1-10 on WIS 43) 
33* Run PUR 2nd Shaw (2-5 on PUR 33) 

25* Pass. PUR 3rd Hornibrook to Peavy (3-10 on PUR 25) * Play resulted in a touchdown 

28 Pass PUR 4th Hornibrook to Fumagalli (3-3 on WIS 44) 

22 Pass MINN 2nd Houston to Cephus (2-12 on MINN 30) 

21 Pass MINN 2nd Houston to Fumagalli (1-10 on WIS 25) 

71 Run MINN 4th Peavy (1-5 on WIS 18) 

24 Pass PSU Ast Houston to Peavy (3-12 on PSU 27) 

67* Run PSU Ast Clement (2-5 on WIS 33) 

26 Pass PSU 3rd Houston to Clement (1-10 on WIS 39) 

20 Run PSU 3rd Shaw (2-7 on PSU 32) 


* Play resulted in a touchdown 
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SPECIAL TEAMS TACKLES so0.ass:sn 


PLAYER S-A__ TOT LSU AKR GSU MSU MICH OSU IOWA ___NEB NW ILL PUR MINN PSU 
Figaro, Lubern 4-1 5 0-1 - 1-0 - - - - - - 0-1 - 1-0 1-0 
Jacobs, Leon 4-1 5 2 -- - a - oad 2-0 1-0 - 0-1 - 1-0 - 
Dooley, Garret 2-3 5 0-1 - - 0-1 -- 1-0 - - 1-0 0-1 a -- - 
Baun, Zack 3-1 4 1-0 -- -- 2-0 -- -- - es - - - -- 0-1 
Farrar, Arrington 2-2 4 - -- oa 0-1 1-0 1-0 a 0-1 - es a -- es 
Connelly, Ryan 1-3 4 - -- - 0-1 ee -- -- 1-1 -- 0-1 -- -- -- 
Ferguson, Joe 1-3 4 - 0-1 - 1-0 -- - - 0-1 - 0-1 - - en 
Edwards, T.J. 2-1 3 - - - 7 a 0-1 - 1-0 -- - - 1-0 - 
Jamerson, Natrell 2:1 3 0-1 -- -- -- A - -- os -- 1-0 es 1-0 on 
Rosowski, P.J. 2-1 3 - 0-1 - - - - - ao a 7 1-0 a 1-0 
Watt, T.J. 2-1 3 es a a 0-1 1-0 =e ae 7 fe -- 7 1-0 
Biegel, Vince 1-2 3 0-1 -- a - -- a - oo aa 0-1 - -- 1-0 
Johnson, Patrick 1-1 2: ee 0-1 os ee - = = = a -- me ee 1-0 
Bondoc, Evan 1-0 1 = -- = = = = is ae - - 1-0 = - 
Brookins, Keelon 1-0 1 ee - = a = oe a =e = 1-0 ee =e -- 
Cichy, Jack 1-0 1 3 1-0 == = - = = a - - ne -- -- 
Musso, Leo 1-0 1 aa Rs or ca a aa 1-0 a a -- a - -- 
Ogunbowale, Dare 1-0 1 2 -- == = ns = = 1-0 -- = ne - -- 
Ramesh, Austin 1-0 1 = 1-0 ss ee a = 2 = me - a ee -- 
Trezy, Surge 1-0 1 - -- a - 1-0 a - oo - -- - - -- 
Benzschawel, Beau 0-1 1 ae Es = a2 - 0-1 aa aa a - Be = -- 
Booker, Titus 0-1 1 a 0-1 -- a = -- Sa a - 7 = -- es 
Dixon, D’Cota 0-1 1 om - - a - 0-1 - -- -- - a -- -- 
Grady, Griffin 0-1 1 -- - - a -- 0-1 a -- -- en a -- Be 
Udelhoven, Connor 0-1 1 a -- - -- - - -- 0-1 - -- -- - - 
Whalen, Jake 0-1 1 a - - -- - - - a - oF a -- 0-1 
SCORING DRIVE ANALYSIS GAME-OPENING DRIVES 2ND HALF-OPENING DRIVES 
WISCONSIN OPPONENTS WISCONSIN OPPONENTS WISCONSIN OPPONENTS 
YARDS TD FG TD FG GAME Pl-Yds Time Pts Pl-Yds Time Pts GAME PIl-Yds Time Pts Pl-Yds Time Pts 
Negative 0) ‘ll 0) 0) LSU U2) GR se Sie LSU S33 igs) VID) SS AO) se 
0-9 4 0) 0) 0) INAS aS) eps) 1D) SRL AKR 12-57 6:44 FG 3-6 1:51 -- 
10-19 2 2 1 2 GSU 52520740 Game -(12) el 20 ee GU GY Sl = Sy ie os 
20-29 2 3 1 2 MISU Gash Hole TSAO) MSY  seil @80 = ile Oe = 
30-39 al 1 1 0) Miele] OS Sgil7/ se RE PRS =e MICH 5-31 2:25 TD 9-42 4:32 -- 
40-49 4 ‘ll 4 1 QSU ses sei FG Gi Ao) QSU 35 2 ee SHO) 
50-59 7 6 1 5 IOWA 10-52 4:59 -- 3-4 1:18 -- ONWA Geil) SHO) = RTs 
60-69 8 4 3 4 NEB 3-5 3 OO S20 NEBI1357.3)16:36Nn TID 3-2 yee 23 eee 
70-79 Z il 5 2 NU B23) PEO) SS) ee NU 3-4 1:32 -- 3-4 040 -- 
80-89 Z 0) 2 0 ILL 6-17. 3:18 -- 3-(4) 0:28 -- ILL WASH) GP RG eye) 
90-99 il 0) 1 0) PUR 9-24 4:57. -- 14-55 5:07. FG FUR Of O00 = dbl) Pes 
MINN 8-25 4:20  -- 12-72 4:49 FG MINN 12-60 5:57, FG 7-61 2:47 -- 
PSU 14-81 8:00 TD 3-7 1:33 -- PSU ei Sil lerfo) OD) 
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LAST TIME IT HAPPENED 


INDIVIDUAL 


THE LAST TIME... 


@ 40 Rushing Attempts 
Wisconsin: 43, Brian Calhoun vs. Bowling Green (Sept. 4, 2005) 
Opponent: 43, Laurence Maroney, Minnesota (Oct. 15, 2005) 


@ 50 Rushing Attempts 
Wisconsin: 50, Ron Dayne vs. Minnesota (Nov. 9, 1996) 
Opponent: | Under research 


@ 100 Yards Rushing 
Wisconsin: 164, Corey Clement vs. Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 
Opponent: 138, Leonard Fournette, LSU (Sept. 3, 2016) 


@ 200 Yards Rushing 
Wisconsin: 200, Melvin Gordon at lowa (Nov. 22, 2014) 
Opponent: 220, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State (Dec. 6, 2014) 


@ 300 Yards Rushing 
Wisconsin: 408, Melvin Gordon vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: 377, Anthony Thompson, Indiana (Nov. 11, 1989) 


@ 400 Yards Rushing 
Wisconsin: 408, Melvin Gordon vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: Has not happened 


@ Two 100-Yard Rushers 
Wisconsin: 123, Corey Clement and 103, Dare Ogunbowale 
vs. Illinois (Nov. 12, 2016) 
Opponent: 159, LaMichael James and 155, De’Anthony Thomas, 
Oregon (Jan. 2, 2012) 


@ Three 100-Yard Rushers 
Wisconsin: 253, Melvin Gordon; 158, Tanner McEvoy and 
111, Corey Clement vs. Bowling Green (Sept. 20, 2014) 
Opponent: Has not happened 


@ Two 200-Yard Rushers 
Wisconsin: 216, Melvin Gordon and 202, Montee Ball 
vs. Nebraska (Dec. 1, 2012) 
Opponent: Has not happened 


@ Quarterback Rushed for 100 Yards 
Wisconsin: 158, Tanner McEvoy vs. Bowling Green (Sept. 20, 2014) 
Opponent: 140, Taylor Martinez, Nebraska (Dec. 1, 2012) 


@ Two Rushing TDs 
Wisconsin: 2, Corey Clement vs. Minnesota (Nov. 26, 2016) 
Opponent: 2, J.T. Barrett, Ohio State (Oct. 15, 2016) 


@ Three Rushing TDs 
Wisconsin: 3, Corey Clement vs. Illinois (Nov. 12, 2016) 
Opponent: — 3, Derrick Henry, Alabama (Sept. 5, 2015) 


@ Four Rushing TDs 
Wisconsin: 4, Melvin Gordon vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: 4, Marion Grice, Arizona State (Sept. 14, 2013) 


@ Five Rushing TDs 
Wisconsin: 5, Melvin Gordon vs. Bowling Green (Sept. 20, 2014) 
Opponent: 6, Levron Williams, Indiana (Oct. 6, 2001) 


@ Six Rushing TDs 
Wisconsin: | Has not happened 
Opponent: 6, Levron Williams, Indiana (Oct. 6, 2001) 


@ 300 Yards Passing 
Wisconsin: 322, Joel Stave, Purdue (Oct. 17, 2015) 
Opponent: 384, Trace McSorley, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


@ 400 Yards Passing 
Wisconsin: 423, Darrell Bevell at Minnesota (Oct. 23, 1993) 
Opponent: 403, Colt Brennan, Hawaii (Nov. 25, 2005) 


Three Touchdown Passes 
Wisconsin: 3, Joel Stave vs. Miami (Ohio) (Sept. 12, 2015) 
Opponent: 4, Trace McSorley, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Four Touchdown Passes 
Wisconsin: 4, Russell Wilson at Minnesota (Nov. 12, 2011) 
Opponent: 4, Trace McSorley, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Five Touchdown Passes 
Wisconsin: 5, Jim Sorgi vs. Michigan State (Nov. 15, 2003) 
Opponent: 5, Omar Jacobs, Bowling Green (Sept. 3, 2005) 


Non-QB Touchdown Pass 
Wisconsin: | James White (RB) to Sam Arneson vs. Nebraska (Dec. 1, 2012) 
Opponent: Bruce Ellington to Connor Shaw, South Carolina (Jan. 1, 2014) 


10 Pass Receptions 
Wisconsin: 10, Alex Erickson at Illinois, Oct. 24, 2015 
Opponent: 12, Austin Carr, Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2016) 


100 Receiving Yards 

Wisconsin: 100, Jazz Peavy vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 

Opponent: 155, Saeed Blacknall and 118 DaeSean Hamilton, 
Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


200 Receiving Yards 
Wisconsin: 207, Jared Abbrederis at Ohio State (Sept. 28, 2013) 
Opponent: 206, Charles Rogers, Michigan State (Oct. 27, 2001) 


Two Touchdown Receptions 
Wisconsin: 2, Jazz Peavy vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 
Opponent: 2, Saeed Blacknall, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Three Touchdown Receptions 
Wisconsin: 3, Garrett Graham vs. Michigan State (Sept. 26, 2009) 
Opponent: 3, Devin Smith, Ohio State (Dec. 6, 2014) 


Four Touchdown Receptions 
Wisconsin: 4, Jonathan Orr at Northwestern (Oct. 8, 2005) 
Opponent: Under research 


Five Touchdown Receptions 
Wisconsin: 5, Lee Evans vs. Michigan State (Nov. 15, 2003) 
Opponent: Under research 


Two 100-Yard Receivers 

Wisconsin: 119, Jared Abbrederis and 104, Nick Toon 
vs. Oregon (Jan. 2, 2012) 

Opponent: 155, Saeed Blacknall and 118 DaeSean Hamilton, 
Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


100-Yard Rusher & 100-Yard Receiver 

Wisconsin: 111, Corey Clement and 100, Jazz Peavy 
vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 

Opponent: 220, Ezekiel Elliott (rush) and 137, Devin Smith (rec.), 
Ohio State (Dec. 6, 2014) 


100-Yard Rusher and Receiver (Same Player) 
Wisconsin: 122 (rush) and 128 (rec.), Brian Calhoun 

at Northwestern (Oct. 8, 2005) 
Opponent: Under research 


Non-blocked Punt Return For TD 
Wisconsin: 82 yds., Kenzel Doe vs. Utah State (Sept. 15, 2012) 
Opponent: 55 yds., JoJo Natson, Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 


Blocked Punt Return For TD 
Wisconsin: David Gilbert blocked, Aaron Henry 
returned for TD vs. Purdue (Oct. 31, 2009) 
Opponent: Bennie Fowler recovered blocked punt in end zone 
at Michigan State (Oct. 22, 2011) 
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@ Kickoff Return For Touchdown 
Wisconsin: 98 yds., Natrell Jamerson at Maryland (Nov. 7, 2015) 
Opponent: 96 yds., Duane Bennett, Minnesota (Nov. 12, 2011) 


@ Interception Return For Touchdown 
Wisconsin: 17 yds., T.J. Watt at Purdue (Nov. 19, 2016) 
Opponent: 21 yds., Tre’Davious White, LSU (Sept. 3, 2016) 


@ Fumble Return For Touchdown 
Wisconsin: 12 yds., Ryan Connelly vs. Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 
Opponent: 4 yds., Joey Bosa, Ohio State (Dec. 6, 2014) 


@ Blocked Punt 
Wisconsin: A.J. Jordan at Rutgers (Nov. 1, 2014) 
Opponent: Ryan Shazier, Ohio State (Oct. 29, 2011) 


@ Blocked PAT Kick 
Wisconsin: | Konrad Zagzebski, vs. UTEP (Sept. 22, 2012) 


THE LAST TIME... 


Blocked PAT Kick Returned For 2-Point Defensive Conversion 

Wisconsin: | Konrad Zagzebski blocked, Devin Smith returned 
vs. UTEP (Sept. 22, 2012) 

Opponent: | Under Research 


Blocked Field Goal 
Wisconsin: | Conor Sheehy vs. Georgia State (Sept. 17, 2016) 
Opponent: Anthony Brown, Purdue (Oct. 17, 2015) 


Blocked Field Goal Returned For TD 

Wisconsin: | Reggie Cribbs blocked, Jim Leonhard returned 86 yds. 
vs. UNLV (Sept. 11, 2004) 

Opponent: Under research 


Converted Two-Point PAT 
Wisconsin: Alec Ingold run at Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2016) 
Opponent: Anthony Jennings pass to Trey Quinn, LSU (Aug. 30, 2014) 


Opponent: Jordan Nielsen, Utah State (Sept. 15, 2012) @ Safety 
Wisconsin: Team safety, vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 
Opponent: Team safety, Michigan State (Oct. 22, 2011) 
TEAM 
@ Shutout @ Six Rushing Touchdowns 
Wisconsin: 28-0 vs. Hawai'i (Sept. 26, 2015) Wisconsin: 7, vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: 0-59 vs. Ohio State (Dec. 6, 2014) Opponent: 7, Indiana (Oct. 6, 2001) 


@ Scored 40 points 
Wisconsin: | Wisconsin 49, Purdue 20 (Nov. 19, 2016) 
Opponent: Ohio State 59, Wisconsin O (Dec. 6, 2014) 


@ Scored 50 Points 
Wisconsin: | Wisconsin 54, Akron 10 (Sept. 10, 2016) 
Opponent: Ohio State 59, Wisconsin O (Dec. 6, 2014) 


@ Scored 60 Points 
Wisconsin: | Wisconsin 68, Bowling Green 17 (Sept. 20, 2014) 
Opponent: Indiana 63, UW 32 (Oct. 6, 2001) 


@ Scored 70 Points 
Wisconsin: | Wisconsin 70, Nebraska 31 (Dec. 1, 2012) 
Opponent: Has not happened 


@ Scored 80 Points 
Wisconsin: | Wisconsin 83, Indiana 20 (Nov. 13, 2010) 
Opponent: Has not happened 


@ Rushed for 200 Yards 
Wisconsin: 241, vs. Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 
Opponent: 238, Alabama (Sept. 5, 2015) 


@ Rushed for 300 Yards 
Wisconsin: 363, vs. Illinois (Nov. 12, 2016) 
Opponent: 345, Oregon (Jan. 2, 2012) 


@ Rushed for 400 Yards 
Wisconsin: 400, vs. Auburn (Jan. 1, 2015) 
Opponent: 411, Minnesota (Oct. 15, 2005) 


@ Rushed for 500 Yards 
Wisconsin: 581, vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: — Has not happened 


@ Negative Rushing Yardage 
Wisconsin: -26, vs. Northwestern (Nov. 21, 2015) 
Opponent: -3, Miami (Ohio) (Sept. 12, 2015) 


@ Rushed for Fewer Than 50 Yards 
Wisconsin: -26, vs. Northwestern (Nov. 21, 2015) 
Opponent: 39, Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2016) 


@ Rushed for Fewer Than 100 Yards 
Wisconsin: 71, at Michigan (Oct. 21, 2016) 
Opponent: 51, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Seven Rushing Touchdowns 
Wisconsin: 7, vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: 7, Indiana (Oct. 6, 2001) 


Passed for 200 Yards 
Wisconsin: 256, at lowa (Oct. 22, 2016) 
Opponent: 384, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Passed for 300 Yards 
Wisconsin: 322, Purdue (Oct. 17, 2015) 
Opponent: 384, Penn State (Dec. 3, 2016) 


Passed for 400 Yards 
Wisconsin: 423, at Minnesota (Oct. 23, 1993) 
Opponent: 403, Hawaii (Nov. 25, 2005) 


Passed for 500 Yards 
Wisconsin: | Has not happened 
Opponent: Has not happened 


Passed for Fewer Than 100 Yards 
Wisconsin: 92, vs. Illinois (Nov. 12, 2016) 
Opponent: 60, Northwestern (Nov. 21, 2015) 


Five Passing Touchdowns 
Wisconsin: 5, vs. Michigan State (Nov. 15, 2003) 
Opponent: 5, Bowling Green (Sept. 3, 2005) 


Gained 500 Yards Total Offense 
Wisconsin: 586, vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 
Opponent: 502, Alabama (Sept. 5, 2015) 


Gained 600 Yards Total Offense 
Wisconsin: 627, vs. Nebraska (Nov. 15, 2014) 
Opponent: 621, Oregon (Jan. 2, 2012) 


Gained 700 Yards Total Offense 
Wisconsin: 756, vs. Bowling Green (Sept. 20, 2014) 
Opponent: — Has not happened 


30 First Downs In A Game 
Wisconsin: 32, vs. Akron (Sept. 10, 2016) 
Opponent: 32, Arizona State (Sept. 14, 2013) 


Held Under 10 First Downs 
Wisconsin: 8, at Michigan (Oct. 1, 2016) 
Opponent: 8, Rutgers (Oct. 31, 2015) 
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GAME 1 


GAME SUMMARIES 


WISCONSIN 16, #5 LSU 14 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 3 (LAMBEAU FIELD / 77,823) 
LAMBEAU FIELD COLLEGE CLASSIC 


GREEN BAY, Wis. — Rafael Gaglianone booted the 47-yard field goal in the fourth 
quarter. Wisconsin's defense backed up their strong-legged kicker with a late-game 
interception. 


The Badgers staved off the fifth-ranked Tigers’ desperate last-ditch drive for a 16-14 
victory when safety D’Cota Dixon intercepted a pass with 57 seconds left. 


The Badgers defense pitched a shutout well into the third quarter, forcing two fumbles 
and frustrating LSU QB Brandon Harris. But Wisconsin led just 6-O at halftime after 
squandering early scoring chances, including a stop on fourth-and-1 from the LSU 23. 


Quarterback Bart Houston, making his first career start, was 19 of 31 for 205 yards 
with two interceptions. Corey Clement ran for 86 yards and a touchdown on 21 car- 
ries. 


But in the end, the Badgers celebrated at Lambeau Field, home of the NFL’s Green Bay 
Packers. 


Heisman Trophy hopeful Leonard Fournette ran for 138 yards on 23 carries for LSU 
but walked gingerly to the sideline after his final carry, a 15-yard run with less than 2 
minutes left. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
LSU 0) 6) 14 6) 14 
Wisconsin 0 6 7 3 16 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 


2nd 4:13 WIS — Gaglianone, R. 30 yd field goal, 9-24 4:12 

0:54 WIS — Gaglianone, R. 48 yd field goal, 5-15 0:55 
3rd 10:55 WIS Clement, Corey 5 yd run (Gaglianone, R. kick), 5-58 1:56 

5:28 LSU _ T. White 21 yd interception return (C. Delahoussaye kick) 

4:21 LSU Travin Dural 10 yd pass from Brandon Harris (C. Delahoussaye kick), 2-41 0:18 
4th 3:47. WIS — Gaglianone, R. 47 yd field goal, 8-48 4:27 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

LSU — Fournette, Leonard 23-138; Guice, Derrius 2-3; Harris, Brandon 4-minus 15. 
WIS — Clement, Corey 21-86; Ogunbowale, Dare 9-44; Ramesh, Austin 2-10; Deal, 
Taiwan 1-2; Taylor, A.J. 1-minus 1; Houston, Bart 5-minus 1 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
LSU — Harris, Brandon 12-21-2-131. 
WIS — Houston, Bart 19-31-2-205 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

LSU — Dural, Travin 5-50; Fournette, Leonard 3-38; Dupre, Malachi 3-24; Smith, 
DeSean 1-19. 

WIS — Fumagalli, Troy 7-100; Wheelwright, Rob 4-60; Rushing, George 2-18; Peavy, 
Jazz 2-11; Ramesh, Austin 1-11; Ingold, Alec 1-2; Steffes, Eric 1-2; Ogunbowale, 
Dare 1-1 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


LSU Wis 
14 21 

5 8 

8 11 

1 2 

126 134 
29 42 
4.3 3.2 

0 1 

141 156 
15 22 
131 205 
12-21-2 19-31-2 
6.2 6.6 
10.9 10.8 
1 0) 

257 339 
50 73 
5:1 4.6 
2-1 1-1 
Dror 2-99 
7-227 4-163 
32.4 40.8 
32.4 40.0 
2 2 

) 1 

) 0) 

2 0) 
3-183 5-302 
61.0 60.4 
49.7 41.0 
0 3 
1-3-0 0-0-0 
3.0 0.0 
2-22-0 2-34-0 
11.0 17.0 
2-21-1 2-43-0 
1-6-0 0-0-0 
0 0) 
23:03 36:57 
1:53 13:07 
6:15 8:45 
8:19 6:41 
6:36 8:24 
2 of 10 3 of 15 
Oof1 Oof1 
1-1 2-3 
1-1 1-3 
0-1 1-3 
2-8 2-10 
2-2 1-1 
0-0 3-3 
14 3 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 2 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#10 WISCONSIN 54, AKRON 10 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 10 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 77,331) 


MADISON, Wis. — No. 10 Wisconsin showed off its offensive balance in the 2016 
home opener. The Badgers rushed for 294 yards and passed for another 292 yards ina 
54-10 win over Akron. It was its first game with more than 290 in each category since 
at least 1996. 


Corey Clement ran for 111 yards and two scores, Jazz Peavy finished with 100 yards 
and caught two touchdowns and Wisconsin stuffed Akron’s spread offense, limiting 
the Zips to 224 yards and just 10 first downs. 


Wisconsin's defense recorded a safety and forced two turnovers to build a 30-10 
halftime lead. Akron’s only touchdown came on JoJo Natson’s 55-yard punt return in 
the second. 


Bart Houston was 15 of 22 for 231 yards, while freshman Alex Hornibrook made his 
collegiate debut going 5-for-5 for 61 yards with a touchdown pass. Another freshman, 
Bradrick Shaw, saw his first action toting nine carries for 74 yards, including a 35-yard 
touchdown run. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Akron (0) 10 (0) (6) 10 
Wisconsin 9 21 10 14 54 
SCORING SUMMARY 
Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
ist 08:05 WIS Clement, Corey 4 yd run (Gaglianone kick), 13-83 6:55 
02:28 WIS _ Team Safety 
2nd 13:45 WIS — Clement, Corey 1 yd run (Gaglianone kick), 8-53 3:32 
04:58 WIS Peavy, J. 13 yd pass from Houston, B. (Gaglianone kick), 9-73 4:12 
03:12 AKR_ Natson, JoJo 55 yd punt return (O'Leary, Tom kick) 
02:10 WIS Peavy, J. 34 yd pass from Houston, B. (Gaglianone kick), 3-67 0:57 
00:00 AKR_ OlLeary, Tom 32 yd field goal, 8-60 2:10 
3rd 06:25 WIS — Gaglianone, R. 33 yd field goal, 12-57 6:44 
01:07 WIS _ Ingold, A. 6 yd pass from Hornibrook, A. (Gaglianone kick), 8-83 4:22 
4th 11:17 WIS Ramesh, Austin 1 yd run (Gaglianone kick), 7-63 3:27 
07:54 WIS — Shaw, Bradrick 35 yd run (Gaglianone kick), 3-44 1:23 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

AKRON -— Ball, Warren 7-71; Morgan, Manny 3-25; Jones, Denzel 4-6; Edwards, Van 
2-3; Chapman, T. 2-minus 4; Woodson, Thomas 3-minus 13. 

WIS — Clement, Corey 21-111; Shaw, Bradrick 9-74; Deal, Taiwan 12-58; Peavy, Jazz 
1-23; Ogunbowale, Dare 4-18; Ramesh, Austin 4-12; Ingold, Alec 2-4; Houston, Bart 
2-minus 6. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
AKRON — Woodson, Thomas 9-19-1-108; Chapman, T. 5-6-0-28. 
WIS — Houston, Bart 15-22-0-231; Hornibrook, A. 5-5-0-61. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

AKRON — Young, Anthony 4-32; Natson, JoJo 3-44; Lane, Jerome 3-43; Smith, Kwad. 
1-10; Wolf, Austin 1-3; Goodman, Tyrell 1-3; Ball, Warren 1-1. 

WIS — Peavy, Jazz 7-100; Wheelwright, Rob 4-99; Taylor, A.J. 2-39; Fumagalli, Troy 
2-16; Rushing, George 2-14; Cephus, Quintex 1-10; Steffes, Eric 1-8; Ingold, Alec 1-6. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


AKRON wis 
10 32 

4 12 

4 18 

2 2 

88 294 

2d: 52 
4.2 5.3 

0 4 

110 306 
22 12 
136 292 
14-25-1 20-27-0 
5.4 10.8 
9.7 14.6 

6) 3 

224 586 
46 82 
4.9 741 
2-1 0-0 
8-66 3-40 
6-247 2-75 
41.2 37.5 
38.0 10.5 
2 1 

fe) 6) 

0 0) 

1 0) 
3-165 9-558 
55.0 62.0 
34.3 42.9 
6) 5 
2-54-1 3-19-0 
27.0 6.3 
3-47-0 3-62-0 
15.7 20.7 
0-0-0 1-0-0 
0-0-0 1-9-0 
0 0) 
19:08 40:52 
1:13 13:47 
5:38 9:22 
3:54 11:06 
8:23 6:37 
1 of 10 10 of 15 
Oof 1 Oof1 
1-1 6-7 
0-1 5-7 
1-1 1-7 
1-6 4-20 
1-1 7-7 
4-1 1-1 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 3 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#9 WISCONSIN 23, GEORGIA STATE 17 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 17 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 79,883) 


MADISON, Wis. — Backup quarterback Alex Hornibrook led No. 9 Wisconsin to three 
scoring drives in the second half, helping the Badgers to a 23-17 win over Georgia 
State. 


Hornibrook took over for Bart Houston late in the third quarter. The freshman finished 
8 of 12 for 122 yards, including a 1-yard touchdown pass to Kyle Penniston with 7:25 
left to give the Badgers the lead for good, 20-17. 


Houston, a senior making his third career start, was 10 of 18 for 91 yards. 


Georgia State’s Conner Manning threw for a career-high 269 yards and a score. Kyler 
Neal’s 9-yard touchdown run with 11:36 left gave the Panthers a brief lead before the 
Badgers defense reasserted itself. 


The Badgers didn’t commit a penalty during the game, marking the first time since 
Nov. 15, 1997 that the Badgers were not flagged for an infraction. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Georgia State 0 0 10 7 17 
Wisconsin 6 0 7 10 23 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 

1st 7:20 WIS  Gaglianone, R. 41 yd field goal, 15-52 7:40 


ist 0:51 WIS — Gaglianone, R. 28 yd field goal, 10-58 5:09 

3rd 6:00 GSU _ ten Lohuis, R. 45 yd field goal, 10-49 4:25 

3rd 2:58 WIS  Ogunbowale, D. 2 yd run (Gaglianone, R. kick), 6-69 2:56 

3rd 0:19 GSU Davis, R. 13 yd pass from Manning, C. (ten Lohuis, R. kick), 6-75 2:39 
4th 11:36 GSU _ Neal, Kyler 9 yd run (ten Lohuis, R. kick), 3-68 1:06 

4th 7:25 WIS Penniston, K. 1 yd pass from Hornibrook, A. (Gaglianone kick), 8-59 4:03 
4th 3:36 WIS — Gaglianone, R. 41 yd field goal, 7-19 2:17 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

GSU — Neal 15-41; Boyd 1-9; Dorn 2-5; Smith 1-5; Scaife 1-0; Kirk 2-minus 1. 

WIS — Ogunbowale, Dare 20-65; Shaw, Bradrick 15-62; Deal, Taiwan 7-34; Houston, 
Bart 3-14; Peavy, Jazz 1-8; Ingold, Alec 1-4; Ramesh, Austin 1-1. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
GSU — Manning, 20-29-0-269; Smith, 0-1-0-0. 
WIS — Houston, Bart 10-18-0-91; Hornibrook, A. 8-12-1-122. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

GSU — Davis 8-93; Rucker 6-38; Smith 5-131; Dorn 1-7. 

WIS — Wheelwright, Rob 4-35; Peavy, Jazz 3-67; Penniston, Kyle 3-35; Rushing, 
George 2-26; Ingold, Alec 2-13; Ogunbowale, Dare 2-12; Taylor, A.J. 1-14; Fumagalli, 
Troy 1-11. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


GSU Wis 
12 25 

2 11 

10 13 

0 1 

33 187 
24 49 
1.4 3.8 

1 1 

65 202 
32 15 
269 213 
20-30-0 18-30-14 
9.0 7.1 
13.4 11.8 
1 1 
302 400 
54 79 
5.6 5.1 
1-0 1-1 
5-45 0-0 
5-204 2-72 
40.8 36.0 
37.8 36.0 
) i 

1 6) 

6) 0) 

fe) 2 
4-263 6-386 
65.8 64.3 
38.2 42.3 
2 5 
0-0-0 2-15-0 
0.0 yf) 
1-7-0 2-60-0 
7.0 30.0 
1-0-0 0-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
0 0) 
22:32 37:28 
2211, 12:49 
9:01 5:59 
8:18 6:42 
3:02 11:58 
4 of 13 8 of 16 
1 of 2 1 of 1 
3-3 3-5 
2-3 2-5 
1-3 1-5 
de5 1-15 
2-2 2-2 
1-2 3-4 

ve 0) 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 4 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#11 WISCONSIN 30, #8 MICHIGAN STATE 6 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 (SPARTAN STADIUM / 75,505) 


EAST LANSING, Mich. — By the time Alex Hornibrook’s first start was over, there 
wasn’t much question about whether he could handle one of the toughest road tests 
in the Big Ten. 


Hornibrook threw for 195 yards and a touchdown, and 11th-ranked Wisconsin turned 
its early-season showdown with No. 8 Michigan State into a rout, beating the Spartans 
30-6. The Badgers have now tallied two top-10 wins for the first time since 1962. 


The freshman quarterback outplayed fifth-year senior Tyler O’Connor, his Michigan 
State counterpart. The Badgers were the better team in the first half and then out- 
scored the Spartans 17-0 in the third quarter. 


Michigan State was down 13-6 early in the third and had the ball in Wisconsin ter- 
ritory when LJ Scott’s fumble bounced to Wisconsin’s Leo Musso in the secondary. 
O’Connor was the only player with a decent shot at him on the return, and Musso 
spun past the quarterback and went all the way to the end zone for a 66-yard touch- 
down. 


O’Connor finished 18 of 38 for 224 yards with three interceptions. 


Running back Corey Clement returned from a one-game absence due to injury by run- 
ning for two touchdowns for Wisconsin. The Badgers defense didn’t allow a touch- 
down, held MSU to just 75 yards rushing and forced four turnovers. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Wisconsin 7 6 17 6) 30 
Michigan State 3 3 (6) 9 6 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 

ist 8:03 MSU Geiger 48 yd field goal, 7-16, 1:31 

ist 0:25 WIS — Steffes 1 yd pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick), 16-65 7:38 
2nd 7:14 WIS — Clement 1 yd run (kick failed), 6-28 2:40 

2nd 1:18 MSU _ Geiger 40 yd field goal, 15-62, 5:51 

3rd 13:10 WIS Musso 66 yd fumble recovery (Endicott kick) 
3rd 4:58 WIS — Endicott 41 yd field goal, 10-54 5:40 

3rd 3:52 WIS Clement 5 yd run (Endicott kick), 1-5 0:06 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Ogunbowale 9-55; Clement 23-54; Ingold 3-13; Ramesh 2-9; Hornibrook 
4-minus-9. 

MSU — Scott 14-61; Lewerke 1-16; London 1-6; O’Connor 7-5; Corley 2-3; Holmes 
1-0. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook 16-26-1-195. 
MSU — O’Connor 18-38-3-224; Lewerke 2-4-0-26. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Peavy 4-96; Fumagalli 4-42; Wheelwright 3-34; Rushing 2-24; Steffes 2-2; 
Clement 1-minus-3. 

MSU — Price 5-58; Madaris 5-49; Corley 4-84; Shelton 3-23; Stewart 1-16; Lyles 1-10; 
Sokol 1-10. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis MSU 
15 21 

5 4 

9 15 

1 2 

122 75 
41 27 
3.0 2.8 

2 0) 

139 114 
17 39 
195 250 
16-26-1 20-43-3 
TS 5.8 
12.2 12.5 
1 0) 

317 325 
67 70 
4.7 4.6 
1-1 1-1 
7-67 5-35 
5-204 3-153 
40.8 51.0 
38.2 44.3 
2 1 

) 2 

0 1 

1 al 
6-385 3-184 
64.2 61.3 
44.2 49.0 
2 0) 
0-0-0 1-13-0 
0.0 13.0 
2-37-0 4-70-0 
18.5 17.5 
3-8-0 1-4-0 
1-66-1 0-0-0 
0 0) 
32:48 27:12 
10:44 4:16 
5:26 9:34 
7:24 7:36 
9:14 5:46 
7 of 16 4 of 13 
2 of 2 Oof 2 
3-3 0-2 
3-3 0-2 
0-3 0-2 
4-20 2-11 
3-4 0-0 
1-1 2-2 
13 3 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 5 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#4 MICHIGAN 14, #8 WISCONSIN 7 
SATURDAY, OCT. 1 (MICHIGAN STADIUM / 111,846) 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — The No. 8 Wisconsin football team suffered its first loss of the 
season as No. 4 Michigan held on to beat the Badgers 14-7 at Michigan Stadium. 


Wisconsin (4-1, 1-1) had the ball at their 8 with 2:59 and no timeouts left with a 
chance to beat a third team ranked in the top 10 after topping LSU and Michigan State 
earlier this year. 


The Badgers went for it on fourth-and-10 from its 8, with no timeouts left, and Alex 
Hornibrook’s deep pass was picked off by Michigan’s Jourdan Lewis. 


Hornibrook, in his second start, threw a game-tying, 17-yard TD pass to Dare Ogun- 
bowale midway through the third quarter. 


But Michigan’s Wilton Speight threw a tiebreaking, 46-yard touchdown pass to Amara 
Darboh midway through the fourth quarter that proved to be the difference. 


UW senior Corey Clement became the 16th player in program history to rush for 
2,000 yards in a career. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Wisconsin 0 0 7 0 7 
Michigan 0 7 0 7 14 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 

2nd 14:56 MICH Hill 1 yd run (Allen kick), 11-77, 4:41 


3rd 8:03 
4th 7:56 


WIS 
MICH 


Ogunbowale 17 yd pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick), 5-31 2:25 
Darboh 46 yd pass from Speight (Tice kick), 4-64 1:53 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Clement 17-68; Peavy 2-23; Ramesh 2-4; Ogunbowale 2-3; Ingold 1-2; 
Hornibrook 3-minus-16. 

MICH — Smith 17-66; Isaac 8-48; Evans 8-34; Chesson 2-8; Morris 1-2; Hill 2-2; 
Crawford 1-0; Speight 5-minus-30. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook 9-25-3-88. 
MICH — Speight 20-30-1-219. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Wheelwright 3-46; Ogunbowale 3-23; Fumagalli 2-12; Peavy 1-7. 

MICH — Darboh 6-87; Chesson 5-52; Butt 3-31; Perry 2-26; Smith 2-9; Evans 1-9; 
Poggi 1-5. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis MICH 
8 21 

4 11 

4 8 

6) 2 

71 130 

28 44 
2:5 3.0 

) 1 

100 165 
29 35 

88 219 
9-25-3 20-32-1 
3.5 6.8 
9.8 10.9 

1 1 

159 349 
53 76 
3.0 4.6 
1-0 0-0 
3-30 6-45 
9-321 7-326 
35.7 46.6 
33.6 43.6 
2 4 

) 4 

fe) 0) 

3 al 
2-130 3-194 
65.0 64.7 
45.5 42.0 
1 2 
3-21-0 2-19-0 
7.0 9.5 
1-18-0 1-14-0 
18.0 14.0 
1-46-0 3-9-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
fe) 0) 
24:19 35:41 
7:46 7:14 
6:29 8:31 
3:25 11:35 
6:39 8:21 
4of 15 3 of 15 
Oof1 Oof 0 
1-1 1-3 
1-1 1-3 
0-1 0-3 
4-32 2-13 
1-1 2-2 
0-0 0-3 

7 0) 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 6 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#2 OHIO STATE 30, #8 WISCONSIN 23 (OT) 
SATURDAY, OCT. 15 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 81,541) 


MADISON, Wis. — After leading for three quarters, No. 8 Wisconsin fell to No. 2 Ohio 
State, 30-23, in overtime at a sold-out Camp Randall Stadium. 


Tied up 23-23 at the end of regulation, OSU’s J.T. Barrett threw a 7-yard touchdown 
pass to receiver Noah Brown to capitalize on the Buckeye’s overtime possession and 
earn the go-ahead score. Wisconsin’s ensuing drive down to the four-yard line ended 
with a sack of quarterback Alex Hornibrook on fourth-and-goal to the end the night- 
time nailbiter. 


Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst dug deep into the playbook to throw off the Buckeyes in 
the first half, running receiver Jazz Peavy on jet sweeps and passing out of tight forma- 
tions. The Badgers created third-down situations for Hornibrook, including picking up 
another first down in the fourth quarter after faking a run before he threw a shovel 
pass to tight end Troy Fumagalli for a four-yard gain. 


The offensive-minded Chryst showed creativity that should keep Wisconsin’s op- 
ponents guessing for the rest of the season. Corey Clement ran for 164 yards on 

25 carries for Wisconsin (4-2, 1-2), earning yards for the Badgers’ balanced offense. 
Wisconsin collected 236 yards rushing and Hornibrook compiled a career-high 214 
yards passing. The Badgers were also the first team in the country this year to score a 
rushing touchdown against the Buckeyes. 


Barrett ran for two touchdowns for the Buckeyes (6-0, 3-0 Big Ten), who passed their 
toughest road test of the season against the Badgers. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 OT F 
Ohio State 3 3 7 10 7 30 
Wisconsin 10 6 0 7 0 23 
SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 

1st 9:03 WIS — Endicott 46 yd field goal 8-52, 3:48 

1st 6:17 WIS Peavy 24 yd pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick) 4-95, 1:08 
1st 2:46 OSU Durbin 25 yd field goal 11-67, 3:31 

2nd 8:43 OSU Durbin 40 yd field goal 9-56, 3:16 

2nd 2:47. WIS — Endicott 32 yd field goal 13-61, 5:56 

2nd 0:14 WIS — Endicott 22 yd field goal 10-61, 1:43 

3rd 2:52 OSU Barrett 1 yd run (Durbin kick), 13-47, 4:54 

4th 14:09 OSU Barrett 8 yd run (Durbin kick), 6-38, 2:39 

4th 7:54 WIS Ramesh 4 yd run (Endicott kick), 11-81, 6:11 

4th 3:57. OSU Durbin 31 yd field goal 9-61, 3:57 

OT 15:00 OSU Brown7 yd pass from Barrett (Durbin kick) 4-25, 0:00 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Clement 25-164; Peavy 6-70; Ogunbowale 7-23; Ramesh 2-7; Shaw 1-6; 
Hornibrook 5-minus-34. 

OSU — Barrett 21-92; Weber 11-46; Samuel 12-46; Wilson 1-1. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook 16-28-1-214. 
OSU — Barrett 17-29-1-226. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Fumagalli 7-84; Peavy 4-76; Wheelwright 2-36; Ogunbowale 2-0; Clement 
1-18. 

OSU — Samuel 6-58; Brown 4-48; Campbell 2-18; Wilson 1-43; Baugh 1-29; Clark 
1-12; Hill 1-10; McLaurin 1-8. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis OsU 
22 23 

13 12 

9 10 

) 1 
236 185 
46 45 
5.1 41 

1 2 

272 215 
36 30 
214 226 
16-28-1  17-29-1 
7.6 7.8 
13.4 13.3 
1 1 

450 411 
74 74 
6.1 5.6 
1-0 2-0 
4-35 4-40 
5-178 4-215 
35.6 53.8 
33.6 47.8 
1 1 

) 2 

) 1 

2 1 
6-377 3-389 
62.8 64.8 
41.0 42.2 
4 4 
1-4-0 3-10-0 
4.0 3.3 
2-36-0 2-31-0 
18.0 15.5 
1-0-0 1-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
) 0 
32:09 27:51 
6:29 8:31 
10:18 4:42 
5:10 9:50 
10:12 4:48 
6 of 15 6 of 15 
Oof1 2 of 2 
3-4 4-5 
1-4 2-5 
2-4 2-5 
2-12 4-34 
2-2 3-3 
3-3 3-3 

) 7 
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GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 7 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#10 WISCONSIN 17, IOWA 9 
SATURDAY, OCT. 22 (KINNICK STADIUM / 70,585) 


IOWA CITY, lowa — Corey Clement ran for 134 yards and a touchdown as 10th- 
ranked Wisconsin used a stout defense to beat lowa, 17-9. 


Alex Hornibrook had 197 yards passing for the Badgers (5-2, 2-2 Big Ten), who won 
for the fourth straight time in lowa City. 


Back-to-back narrow losses to Ohio State and Michigan gave Wisconsin a two-game 
losing streak, but the Badgers shut down a late lowa surge to snap that run — and next 
week they get division favorite Nebraska at home. 


Backup Bart Houston threw a touchdown pass for Wisconsin, and Clement’s 1-yard 
TD run put the Badgers ahead 14-6 midway through the third quarter. Houston, the 
senior who had ceded the starting job to Hornibrook, was 4 of 6 passing for 59 yards 
and led the Badgers to their first touchdown. Houston’s package included some read 
option plays, giving the Badgers a different look. 


Wisconsin was carried by its defense. The Badgers allowed just 236 yards on 60 plays 
and held the Hawkeyes (5-3, 3-2) without a touchdown for the first time all season - 
just a week after lowa scored 49 points against Purdue. Quarterback C.J. Beathard had 
153 yards passing for lowa, which lost its third straight at home. 


The Badgers overcame two missed field goals and a fumble that lowa recovered in its 
own end zone, and their defense stopped lowa 11 times on 13 third downs. 


Down 14-6 midway through the fourth quarter, lowa finally found some life in the 
passing game. But the Hawkeyes drive stalled out at the Wisconsin 20, and Ferentz 
elected for a field goal to get within five. Freshman Keith Duncan pushed his kick wide 
right, though, and Clement broke a tackle in the backfield on 3rd-and-1 for a 34-yard 
gain with less than four minutes left. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 

Wisconsin 0) 7 7 3 17 

lowa 0 6 0 3 9 

SCORING SUMMARY 

Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 

2nd 10:06 WIS — Fumagalli 17 pass from Houston (Endicott kick), 8-58 4:45 


3:49 IOWA Duncan 41 field goal, 6-20 2:45 

0:00 IOWA Recinos 47 field goal, 8-51 0:54 
3rd 7:20 WIS — Clement 1 run (Endicott kick), 4-62 2:04 
4th 1:24 WIS Endicott 36 field goal, 9-62 4:01 

0:43. IOWA Duncan 25 field goal, 6-16 0:41 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Clement, Corey 35-134; Taylor, A.J. 2-24; Ogunbowale, D. 

2-10; Houston, Bart 1-8; Shaw, Bradrick 1-8; Peavy, Jazz 1-3; Ramesh, Austin 

1-1; Team 2-minus 4; Hornibrook, A. 3-minus 17. 

IOWA — Wadley, Akrum 10-44; Daniels, LeShun 10-35; Beathard, C.J. 6-5; McCarron, 
Riley 1-minus 5; Scheel, Jay 0-4. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook, A. 11-19-0-197; Houston, Bart 4-6-0-59. 
IOWA — Beathard, C.J. 17-33-0-153. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Ogunbowale, D. 4-51; Peavy, Jazz 3-26; Fumagalli, Troy 2-38; Clement, Corey 
2-11; Cephus, Quintez 1-57; Penniston, Kyle 1-54; Ramesh, Austin 1-14; Steffes, Eric 
1-5. 

IOWA — Wadley, Akrum 7-72; McCarron, Riley 6-47; Fant, Noah 1-14; Daniels, LeShun 
1-8; Scheel, Jay 1-6; Smith, Jerminic 1-6. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis IOWA 
20 14 

9 5 

10 9 

1 0) 

167 83 
48 27 
3.5 3.1 

1 0) 

189 101 
22 18 
256 153 
15-25-0 17-33-0 
10.2 4.6 
17.1 9.0 
1 6) 

423 236 
73 60 
5.8 3.9 
1-1 2-0 
0-0 5-30 
5-151 8-329 
30.2 41.1 
30.2 37.4 
2 2 

) 2 

fe) a 

1 3 
4-250 3-154 
62.5 51.3 
2/5 34.7 
2 2 
1-10-0 1-0-0 
10.0 0.0 
0-0-0 2-90-0 
0.0 45.0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
0 0) 
37:02 22:58 
9:12 5:48 
9:10 5:50 
9:41 5:19 
8:59 6:01 
8 of 17 2 of 13 
0 of O Oof O 
3-5 2-3 
2-5 0-3 
1-5 2-3 
2-10 2-18 
2-2 0-0 
1-3 3-4 

fe) 3 
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GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 8 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#11 WISCONSIN 23, #7 NEBRASKA 17 (OT) 
SATURDAY, OCT. 29 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 80,833) 


MADISON, Wis. — Dare Ogunbowale scored on an 11-yard run in overtime, and No. 
11 Wisconsin held on to beat No. 7 Nebraska, 23-17, at Camp Randall Stadium as the 
Badgers scored their third win of the season over a top-10 team. 


On Nebraska’s ensuing overtime possession, the Badgers stopped Nebraska on fourth- 
and-8 from the 23 after defensive back D’Cota Dixon swatted away a pass to the end 
zone from Tommy Armstrong Jr. intended for Stanley Morgan Jr. 


With its sixth win, Wisconsin is bowl eligible for the 15th-consecutive season, extend- 
ing the longest active bowl streak in the Big Ten. 


The Badgers improved to 3-0 against Huskers since the Freedom Trophy’s inception in 
2014 and have won five of their six games vs. Nebraska since it joined the Big Ten in 
2011. 


Nebraska gained respect after coming back from a 10-point deficit in the fourth quar- 
ter. Drew Brown's 35-yard field goal with 3:43 left tied it at 17. 


Wisconsin had a chance to win it with 1:43 left, but Andrew Endicott’s 45-yard fleld- 
goal try went wide left. 


But a tough-as-nails defense bailed out the Badgers again. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 OT F 
Nebraska 0 dy, 0 10 0 17 
Wisconsin 7 3 7 0 6 23 
SCORING SUMMARY 
Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
1st 9:38 WIS = Shaw 21 run (Endicott kick), 2-51 0:43 
2nd 13:41 NEB Ozigbo 1 run (Brown kick), 6-42 2:12 

6:53 WIS Endicott 44 field goal, 7-25 3:18 
3rd 8:17 WIS Wheelwright 9 pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick), 13-73 6:36 
4th 13:45 NEB Armstrong 2 run, 14-75 5:58 

3:43. NEB Brown 25 field goal, 6-16 0:41 
OT 15:00 WIS Ogunbowale 11 run (kick failed), 5-25 0:00 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

NEB — Newby, Terrell 17-77; Armstrong, Tommy 13-39; Ozigbo, Devine 10-33; 
Wilbon, Mikale 2-2; Pierson-El, De’Mornay 1-2; Westerkamp, Jordan 1-minus-1. 
WIS — Ogunbowale, Dare 11-120; Clement, Corey 19-82; Shaw, Bradrick 2-23; 
Wheelwright, Rob 1-6; Peavy, Jazz 1-2; Ingold, Alec 1-1; Team 1-minus 1; Houston, 
Bart 2-minus 10. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
NEB — Armstrong, Tommy 12-31-2-153. 
WIS — Hornibrook, Alex 10-16-1-71; Houston, Bart 4-7-1-43. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

NEB — Morgan Jr, Stanley 5-58; Westerkamp, Jordan 3-62; Reilly, Brandon 2-19; 
Pierson-El, De’Mornay 1-14; Newby, Terrell 1-0. 

WIS — Wheelwright, Rob 5-43; Fumagalli, Troy 4-48; Peavy, Jazz 3-25; Ogunbowale, 
Dare 1-minus-1; Ramesh, Austin 1-minus-1. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis 


NEB 
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GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 9 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#8 WISCONSIN 21, NORTHWESTERN 7 
SATURDAY, NOV. 5 (RYAN FIELD / 42,016) 


EVANSTON, III. — No. 8 Wisconsin kept hope alive for a shot at the Big Ten West 
Division title after defeating Northwestern 21-7 on the road. 


Corey Clement ran for 106 yards and a touchdown and Jazz Peavy scored on a 46- 
yard run to lead the Badgers in scoring. 


Wisconsin's defense proved dominant again as the Badgers’ shut down a Northwest- 
ern offense that’s held its own against the Big Ten’s best this season. Conor Sheehy 
forced a big fumble when he sacked Clayton Thorson with the Wildcats threaten- 
ing early in the fourth quarter. That led to Clements’ 2-yard TD run that made it a 
14-point game and preserved the third straight win for the Badgers. 


The victory snapped Wisconsin’s 17-year losing streak at Northwestern’s Ryan Field. 
The Badgers’ last win here in Evanston dates back to 1999. Several big plays by Peavy 
and a fumble recovery by D’Cota Dixon with Northwestern threatening early in the 
fourth helped change that. 


The Wildcats drove to the 19 early in the quarter, but with the ball on the 30, Thorson 
fumbled as he was sacked by Sheehy. Dixon returned the recovery 22 yards to the 
Wildcats 45, and Clement ran it in from the 2. The two-point conversion run by Alec 
Ingold made it 21-14 with 8:51 left. 


Alex Hornibrook played most of the game and completed 11 of 19 passes for 92 yards, 
and the Badgers rolled up 333 yards while holding a large edge in time of possession 
(40:25-19:35). 


Thorson completed 28 of 52 for 277 yards and a touchdown. Austin Carr added 132 
yards receiving, including a 13-yard TD late in the first half, but Justin Jackson ran for 
42 yards. 


Wisconsin held Northwestern to a season low 39 yards rushing. The Wildcats entered 
the game averaging 139. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Wisconsin 0 10 3 8 21 
Northwestern 6) 7 0 0 7 
SCORING SUMMARY 
Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
2nd 11:11 WIS Endicott 40 field goal, 7-34, 3:13 

7:33 WIS Peavy 46 run (Endicott kick), 5-68, 2:25 

0:39 NU Carr 13 pass from Thorson (Mitchell kick), 8-87, 1:02 
3rd 8:06 WIS Endicott 28 field goal, 7-22, 3:14 
4th 8:57 WIS — Clement 2 run (Ingold run), 9-45, 4:32 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Clement, Corey 32-106; Shaw, Bradrick 11-54; Peavy, Jazz 1-46; Ogunbowale, 
Dare 3-12; Houston, Bart 2-6; Ingold, Alec 2-5; Hornibrook, Alex 2-2; Taylor, A.J. 
1-minus-4; Team 3-minus-37. 

NU — Jackson, Justin 13-42; Thorson, Clayton 6-minus-3. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook, Alex 11-19-0-92; Houston, Bart 2-3-0-51. 
NU — Thorson, Clayton 28-52-0-277. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Peavy, Jazz 4-73; Wheelwright, Rob 3-28; Fumagalli, Troy 2-18; Clement, Corey 
2-11; Rushing 1-18; Ogunbowale, Dare 1-minus-2. 

NU — Carr 12-132; Scanlan 5-46; Nagel, Flynn 4-37; Dickerson 2-30; Vault, Solomon 
1-15, Jackson, Joe. 1-1 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis NU 
20 14 

11 2 

8 12 

1 0) 

190 39 
57 19 
3.3 2:1 

2 0) 

238 55 
48 16 
143 277 
13-22-0 28-52-0 
6.5 5.3 
11.0 99 
0 1 

333 316 
79 71 
4.2 4.5 
0-0 1-1 
1-10 5-28 
7-261 8-318 
37.3 39.8 
37.1 36.6 
6 2 

1 1 

0 0) 

3 2 
5-323 2-104 
64.6 52.0 
41.2 33.0 
4 1 
2-25-0 1-1-0 
12.5 1.0 
1-13-0 1-17-0 
13.0 17.0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
1-22-0 0-0-0 
fe) 0) 
40:25 19:35 
10:15 4:45 
10:24 4:36 
10:21 4:39 
9:25 5:35 
7 of 19 5 of 18 
Oof 1 1 of 4 
2-3 1-2 
1-3 1-2 
1-3 0-2 
2-15 0-0 
1-1 1-1 
2-4 0-0 

8 0) 
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GAME 10 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#7 WISCONSIN 48, ILLINOIS 3 
SATURDAY, NOV. 12 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 79,340) 


MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin celebrated Homecoming in a big way, rolling to a 48-3 
victory against Illinois. Corey Clement ran for 123 yards and three touchdowns and 
the seventh-ranked Badgers intercepted Illinois quarterback Jeff George Jr. four times 
to seal a decisive Big Ten West Division win. 


Dare Ogunbowale added 103 yards on seven carries for Wisconsin and the team 
rushed for a season-high 363 yards at Camp Randall Stadium. The victory marked the 
first time in Paul Chryst’s tenure that Wisconsin had a pair of 100-yard rushers in a 
game. Clement has also now topped 100 yards rushing in four of the last five contests. 


Wisconsin led by 18 after the first quarter with two scores from Clement, and 31-3 at 
the half. George was 5 of 16 for 79 yards in the first half against the Badgers before 
getting pulled for former starter Wes Lunt. That didn’t work either. Illinois mustered 
just 60 yards and three first downs in the second half. 


Wisconsin’s defense continued to shine and held Illinois without a third-down conver- 
sion (0-for-9), the first time the Badgers have completed that feat since at least 1998. 
Safety Leo Musso had two of the Badgers’ four interceptions, a total pick count not 
seen since they grabbed four INTs vs. Northwestern in 2010. The Badgers held a 
season-best 42:03 to 17:57 advantage in time of possession, the third time this season 
UW has possessed the ball for at least 40 minutes. 


Illinois managed a few big rushing plays in the first half against the Big Ten’s best run 
defense but finished with 99 rushing yards. 


Wisconsin, conversely, ran the ball on 29 of the final 30 plays to put the game away. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Illinois 3 0) 6) 0) 3 
Wisconsin 21 10 3 14 48 
SCORING SUMMARY 
Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
dst 9:25 WIS — Clement 2 run (Endicott kick), 4-51 1:49 
6:59 WIS — Clement 4 run (Endicott kick), 2-8 0:44 
3:22 ILL McLaughlin 31 field goal, 9-65 3:32 
0:13. WIS Peavy 8 pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick), 6-78 3:04 
2nd 12:24 WIS Penniston 7 pass from Houston (Endicott kick), 7-43 2:42 
0:04 WIS Endicott 37 field goal, 4--9 1:11 
3rd 7:10 WIS Endicott 21 field goal, 11-58 6:22 
Ath 14:18 WIS = Clement 2 run (Endicott kick), 11-70 6:09 
5:01 WIS = Shaw 3 yd run (Endicott kick), 12-75 7:53 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

ILL — Foster, Kendrick 15-75; Corbin, Reggie 3-21; Vaughn, Ke’Shawn 1-2; George, 
Jeff, Jr. 1-minus 1). 

WIS — Clement, Corey 25-123; Ogunbowale, Dare 7-103; Shaw, Bradrick 19-80; Deal, 
Taiwan 6-41; Ingold, Alec 3-8; Peavy, Jazz 1-5; Dooley, Garret 1-5; Hornibrook, Alex 
2-minus 2. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
ILL — George, Jeff, Jr. 5-16-4-79; Lunt, Wes 2-8-0-22. 
WIS — Hornibrook, Alex 7-12-0-85; Houston, Bart 1-1-0-7; Clement O-1-0-0. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

ILL — Hardee, Justin 2-47; Mays, Sam 2-16; Grant, Zach 1-15; Turner, Malik 1-12; 
Foster, Kendrick 1-11. 

WIS — Peavy, Jazz 3-29; Clement, Corey 1-24; Ingold, Alec 1-15; Wheelwright, Rob 
1-11; Penniston, Kyle 1-7; Shaw, Bradrick 1-6. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis ILL 
23 11 

18 5 

5 5 

0 1 

363 99 
64 21 
5.7 4.7 

4 0) 

379 111 
16 12 

92 101 
8-14-0 7-24-4 
6.6 4.2 
11.5 14.4 
2) 6) 

455 200 
78 45 
5.8 4.4 
0-0 0-0 
4-34 5-46 
4-148 5-233 
37.0 46.6 
35.8 43.6 
2 1 

fe) 2 

0 6) 

1 2 
9-569 2-128 
63.2 64.0 
41.8 40.5 
6 0) 
3-15-0 2-5-0 
5.0 2:9 
2-47-0 3-43-0 
23.5 14.3 
4-68-0 0-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
0 0) 
42:03 17:57 
9:06 5:54 
10:20 4:40 
11:49 3:11 
10:48 4:12 
7 of 13 Oof9 
1 of 1 Oof 0 
8-8 1-1 
6-8 0-1 
2-8 1-1 
0-0 1-5 
6-6 0-0 
2-2 1-2 
17 6) 
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GAME 11 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#6 WISCONSIN 49, PURDUE 20 
SATURDAY, NOV. 19 (ROSS-ADE STADIUM / 30,465) 


WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — T.J. Watt returned an interception 17 yards for a touch- 
down, and No. 6 Wisconsin scored 35 points in the final 8 1/2 minutes of the first half 
of a 49-20 victory against the lowly Boilermakers. 


Wisconsin (9-2, 6-2) has won five straight and can clinch the Big Ten West Division 
title with a win next weekend. 


Coach Paul Chryst inserted fifth-year senior Bart Houston at QB, and everything 
changed for the Badgers in the second quarter. The opening-day starter immediately 
led Wisconsin on an 87-yard drive that ended with Alec Ingold’s 1-yard plunge for a 
7-3 lead. Watt picked off David Blough on the next offensive play. 


Bradrick Shaw scored on a 7-yard run with 3:03 left in the half. After another Blough 
interception, Houston hooked up with a wide-open Ingold on a 19-yard TD pass and 
Shaw added a 33-yard TD run in the last minute of the half. 


All the Boilermakers (3-8, 1-7) mustered during the stretch was a 75-yard TD pass 
from Blough to DeAngelo Yancey. 


Corey Clement rushed for 112 yards and a touchdown for Wisconsin. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Wisconsin 0) 35 7 7 49 
Purdue 3 7 3 7 20 


SCORING SUMMARY 


Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
1st 4:56 PUR Dellinger 28 field goal, 14-55 5:07 
2nd 8:34 WIS Ingold 1 run (Endicott kick), 10-87 4:30 
8:26 WIS Watt 17 interception return (Endicott kick) 
3:03 WIS = Shaw 7 run (Endicott kick), 8-54 4:30 
2:49. WIS __ Ingold 19 pass from Houston (Endicott kick), 1-19 0:07 
2:38 PUR Yancey 75 pass from Blough (Dellinger kick), 1-75 0:11 
0:51 WIS = Shaw 33 run (Endicott kick), 5-65 1:47 
3rd 8:47 PUR _ Dellinger 30 field goal, 9-28 3:42 
3:23. WIS _ Peavy 25 pass from Hornibrook (Endicott kick), 10-62 5:24 
4th 7:41 WIS — Clement 6 run (Endicott kick), 15-74 8:28 
4:15 PUR Yancey 10 pass from Blough (Dellinger kick), 8-73 3:26 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS — Clement, Corey 27-112; Shaw, Bradrick 8-68; Deal, Taiwan 4-20; Houston, Bart 
4-14; Cephus, Quintez 2-10; Ingold, Alec 4-6; Ogunbowale, Dare 2-minus 2; Team 
1-minus 2; Hornibrook, Alex 4-minus 5. 

PUR — Lankford-Johnson 5-41; Jones, Markell 8-30; Blough, David 8-2; Wegher, Jack 
1-minus 2. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Hornibrook, Alex 7-9-0-89; Houston, Bart 5-6-0-102. 
PUR — Blough, David 14-30-3-206; Sindelar 1-1-0-16. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Ogunbowale, Dare 3-62; Fumagalli, Troy 3-52; Wheelwright, Rob 2-25; Peavy, 
Jazz 1-25; Ingold, Alec 1-19; Cephus, Quintez 1-5; Steffes, Eric 1-3. 

PUR — Yancey, DeAngelo 6-155; Phillips 3-17; Posey, Cameron 2-12; Marshall, Bilal 
2-10; Herdman, Cole 1-16; Jones, Markell 1-12. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis PUR 
23 16 

12 ) 

10 8 

1 3 

221 71 
56 22 
3.9 3.2 

4 0) 

243 98 
22 27 
191 222 
12-15-0 15-31-3 
12.7 td 
15.9 14.8 
2 2 

412 293 
71 53 
5.8 3:9 
4-1 0-0 
8-69 4-20 
3-105 4-126 
35.0 31.5 
35.0 31.0 
2 1 

fe) 0) 

0 0 

6) 6) 
8-503 5-254 
62.9 50.8 
39.5 35.4 
6 0) 
2-2-0 0-0-0 
1.0 0.0 
5-77-0 2-37-0 
15.4 18.5 
3-17-1 0-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
6) 6) 
38:27 21:33 
9:46 5:14 
11:03 3:57 
6:33 8:27 
11:05 3:55 
9 of 15 3 of 10 
2 of 2 1 of 1 
4-4 3-3 
4-4 1-3 
0-4 2-3 
4-24 2-9 
7-7 2-2 
0-0 2-2 
14 3 


53 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 12 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#5 WISCONSIN 31, MINNESOTA 17 
SATURDAY, NOV. 26 (CAMP RANDALL STADIUM / 77,216) 


MADISON, Wis. — A fourth-quarter flourish erased memories of a jittery first half for 
No. 6 Wisconsin against Minnesota. 


The latest installment of the most-played rivalry in major college football ended with a 
familiar scene: the Badgers triumphantly holding up Paul Bunyan’s Axe. 


Corey Clement ran for two fourth-quarter touchdowns and a big-play defense pitched 
a second-half shutout in a 31-17 win over the Golden Gophers to keep the trophy for 
a 13th straight season. 


Mitch Leidner threw four interceptions in the second half for Minnesota. The protec- 
tion around him crumbled as the Badgers mixed up their defensive pressures. 


Senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton, a four-year starter playing in his last home game, 
had two interceptions. 


On offense, Wisconsin’s running game finally caught up in the fourth quarter. 


Jazz Peavy went 71 yards on a jet sweep down the right sideline to the Minnesota 11. 
Two plays later, Clement bowled into the end zone from 2 yards to give Wisconsin the 
lead for good, 24-17, with 6:42 left. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Minnesota 3 14 0 0 17. 
Wisconsin 0 7 3 21 31 


SCORING SUMMARY 


Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
1st 10:11 MINN Carpenter 21 yd field goal, 12-72 4:49 
2nd 9:19 WIS — Ingold 1 yd run (Endicott kick), 10-80 5:34 
9:05 MINN Wolitarsky 13 yd pass from Leidner (Carpenter kick), 1-13 0:05 
0:53. MINN Leidner 3 yd run (Carpenter kick), 7-68 2:10 
3rd 9:03 WIS — Endicott 33 yd field goal, 12-60 5:57 
4th 11:58 WIS Clement 2 yd run (Endicott kick), 3-19 1:17 
6:42 WIS — Clement 2 yd run (Endicott kick), 3-87 1:19 
6:15 WIS  Ogunbowale 8 yd run (Endicott kick), 1-8 0:05 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

MINN — Leidner, Mitch 16-46; Smith, Rodney 13-45; Brooks, Shannon 9-37. 

WIS — Clement, Corey 26-100; Peavy, Jazz 3-83; Shaw, Bradrick 7-20; 
Ogunbowale, Dare 4-7; Ramesh, Austin 1-3; Ingold, Alec 1-1; Houston, Bart 3-minus 
1; Team 2-minus 3. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
MINN — Leidner, Mitch 9-26-4-158. 
WIS — Houston, Bart 9-14-0-123; Hornibrook, A. 4-8-0-2. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

MINN — Wolitarsky,Drew 4-76; Still, Rashad 3-48; Smith, Rodney 1-25; Carter, Eric 
1-9. 

WIS — Peavy, Jazz 4-47; Fumagalli, Troy 4-46; Wheelwright, Robert 2-19; 

Cephus, Quintez 1-22; Rushing, George 1-12; Ogunbowale, Dare 1-6. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


wis MINN 
19 18 

10 9 

8 7 

1 2 

210 128 
47 38 
4.5 3.4 

4 1 

240 164 
30 36 
152 158 
13-22-0 9-26-4 
6.9 6.1 
11.7 17.6 
fe) 1 

362 286 
69 64 
5.2 4.5 
1-4. 0-0 
3-35 3-26 
7-301 7-289 
43.0 41.3 
37.1 37.3 
4 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 A, 
6-372 4-255 
62.0 63.8 
29.7 39.2 
5 3 
2-8-0 4-21-0 
4.0 5.2 
1-23-0 1-69-0 
23.0 69.0 
4-65-0 0-0-0 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
fe) 0) 
32:59 27:01 
2:29 9:31 
9:54 5:06 
9:15 5:45 
8:21 6:39 
4 of 12 3 of 14 
0 of O Oof 0 
5-5 3-4 
4-5 2-4 
1-5 1-4 
5-32 1-8 
4-4 2-2 
1-1 1-1 
14 6) 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC: WISCONSIN VS. WESTERN MICHIGAN 


GAME 13 


GAME SUMMARIES 


#8 PENN STATE 38, #6 WISCONSIN 31 
SATURDAY, DEC. 3 (LUCAS OIL STADIUM / 65,018) 
BIG TEN FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


INDIANAPOLIS — Wisconsin built a 28-7 lead, but Penn State quarterback Trace 
McSorley led an epic 38-31 come-from-behind victory over No. 6 Wisconsin in the Big 
Ten Football Championship Game. It was the largest comeback in the six-year history 
of the game. 


No. 8 Penn State trailed 28-7 with 5:15 left in the first half. That’s when McSorley and 
the Nittany Lions’ offense finally got in sync by scoring touchdowns on each of their 
next four possessions — the last an 18-yard TD pass to Saquon Barkley with 13:41 left 
in the game. The Nittany Lions never trailed again. 


Wisconsin (10-3) played without starting quarterback Alex Hornibrook but jumped to 
the big lead behind Corey Clement, who ran 21 times for 164 yards including a 67- 
yard TD run in the first quarter. 


But the Badgers’ usually stout defense allowed a season-high point total. 


Wisconsin's final chance ended when Clement was stopped short of a first down on 
fourth-and-1 from the Penn State 24-yard line with 1:01 to go. 


SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 F 
Wisconsin 14 14 3 0) 31 
Penn State 7 7 14 10 38 
SCORING SUMMARY 
Q Time Team _ Scoring Play 
1st 5:27 WIS Ramesh 1 yd run (Endicott kick), 14-81 8:00 
3:06 WIS — Clement 67 yd run (Endicott kick), 2-72 0:45 
1:10 PSU Gesicki 33 yd pass from McSorley (Davis kick), 5-75 1:56 
2nd 9:42 WIS — Connelly 12 yd fumble recovery (Endicott kick) 
5:15 WIS  Ogunbowale 7 yd run (Endicott kick), 5-42 2:31 
0:58 PSU — Blacknall 40 yd pass from McSorley (Davis kick), 8-90 1:27 
3rd 10:58 PSU _ Blacknall 70 yd pass from McSorley (Davis kick), 1-70 0:11 
4:22 PSU Barkley 1 yd run (Davis kick), 8-63 3:17 
0:16 WIS — Endicott 23 yd field goal, 9-70 4:06 
4th 13:41 PSU Barkley 18 yd pass from McSorley (Davis kick), 4-81 1:30 
5:14 PSU Davis 24 yd field goal, 9-58 4:38 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICAL LEADERS 

Rushing (Att.-Yds.) 

WIS —Clement, Corey 21-164; Shaw, Bradrick 15-62; Ogunbowale, D. 6-26; Peavy, 
Jazz 1-5; Ramesh, Austin 1-1; Cephus, Quintez 1-minus 3; Houston, Bart 4-minus 14. 
PSU — Barkley, Saquon 19-83; Robinson, Andre 3-7; TEAM 1-minus 19; McSorley, 
Trace 6-minus 20. 


Passing (C-A-I-Yds.) 
WIS — Houston, Bart 16-21-0-174. 
PSU — McSorley, Trace 22-31-0-384. 


Receiving (Rec.-Yds) 

WIS — Peavy, Jazz 4-53; Ogunbowale, D. 4-28; Clement, Corey 3-43; Fumagalli, Troy 
3-30; Steffes, Eric 1-14; Penniston, Kyle 1-6. 

PSU — Hamilton, D. 8-118; Blacknall, S. 6-155; Gesicki, Mike 3-58; Godwin, Chris 
3-33; Barkley, Saquon 2-20. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


Wis PSU 
22 21. 

11 3 

9 16 

2 2 

241 aA. 
49 29 
4.9 1.8 

3 1 

271 102 
30 51 
174 384 
16-21-0 22-31-0 
8.3 12.4 
10.9 17.5 
0 4 

415 435 
70 60 
5.9 7.2 
2-0 2-2 
4-40 3-25 
4-139 2-98 
34.8 49.0 
33.5 49.0 
2 1 

) 1 

0 0) 

2 1 
6-386 7-450 
64.3 64.3 
42.2 41.1 
2 4 
1-0-0 1-5-0 
0.0 5.0 
3-62-0 4-83-0 
20.7 20.8 
0-0-0 0-0-0 
1-12-41 0-0-0 
fe) 0) 
36:57 23:03 
9:55 5:05 
7:44 7:16 
11:16 3:44 
8:02 6:58 
5 of 12 3 of 10 
Oof1 Oof 3 
3-3 3-3 
2-3 2-3 
1-3 1-3 
1-7 2-12 
4-4 5-5: 
1-2 1-1 

vs 0) 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


Date 

Sep 01, 2016 

Sep 10, 2016 

Sep 17, 2016 
* Sep 24, 2016 
* Oct 01, 2016 
* Oct 15, 2016 
* Oct 22, 2016 
* Oct 29, 2016 
* Nov 05, 2016 
* Nov 12, 2016 
* Nov 19, 2016 
* Nov 26, 2016 

Dec 03, 2016 


Opponent 

vs #5 LSU 
AKRON 
GEORGIA STATE 
at #8 Michigan State 
at #4 Michigan 
#2 OHIO STATE 
at lowa 

#7 NEBRASKA 
at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 

at Purdue 
MINNESOTA 

vs #8 Penn State 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Game Results (Dec 5, 2016) 


All games 


rSsess2e5n-rseee 


Score 
16-14 
54-10 
23-17 
30-6 
7-14 
23-30 
17-9 
23-17 
21-7 
48-3 
49-20 
31-17 
31-38 


Overall 
1-0 
2-0 
3-0 
4-0 
4-1 
4-2 
5-2 
6-2 
7-2 
8-2 
9-2 
10-2 
10-3 


Conference 
0-0 


1 1 1 a. ao ee 
NNNNNNNNFOOO 


SWNWOANBWNHPEEOO 


Time 


3:20 
3:19 
3:04 
3:12 
3:21 
3:45 
3: 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


25 


:20 
:18 
705 
:07 
:28 
:29 


Attend 
77823 
77331 
79883 
75505 

111846 
81541 
70585 
80833 
42016 
79340 
30465 
77216 
65018 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Overall Team Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 


Team Statistics 
SCORING 
Points Per Game 
Points Off Turnovers 
FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
RUSHING YARDAGE 
Yards gained rushing 
Yards lost rushing 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Average Per Game 
TDs Rushing 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-Att-Int 
Average Per Pass 
Average Per Catch 
Average Per Game 
TDs Passing 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
Total Plays 
Average Per Play 
Average Per Game 
KICK RETURNS: #-Yards 
PUNT RETURNS: #-Yards 
INT RETURNS: #-Yards 
KICK RETURN AVERAGE 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 
INT RETURN AVERAGE 
FUMBLES-LOST 
PENALTIES-Yards 
Average Per Game 
PUNTS- Yards 
Average Per Punt 
Net punt average 
KI CKOFFS-Yards 
Average Per Kick 
Net kick average 
TIME OF POSSESSION/Game 
3RD-DOWN Conversions 
3rd-Down Pct 
4TH-DOWN Conversions 
A4th-Down Pct 
SACKS BY-Yards 
MISC YARDS 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS 
ON-SIDE KICKS 
RED-ZONE SCORES 
RED-ZONE TOUCHDOWNS 
PAT-ATTEMPTS 
ATTENDANCE 
Games/Avg Per Game 
Neutral Site Games 


Score by Quarters 1st 2nd 3rd 4th oT Total 
74125 81 87 6 = 373 


22 71 48 54 7 = 202 


Wisconsin 
Opponents 


All games 


29 

2329 
189-309-10 
7.5 


0-0 

(45-53) 85% 
(34-53) 64% 
(42-44) 95% 
476144 
6/79357 


2679 


(27-35) 77% 
(15-35) 43% 
(22-22) 100% 
330417 
5/66083 
2/71420 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Overall Individual Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 


All games 

Rushing gp att gain loss net avg td Ig avglg 
Clement, Corey 12 292 1340 36 1304 45 14 68 108.7 
Ogunbowale, D. 13 86 496 12 484 56 4 48 37.2 
Shaw, Bradrick 11 88 485 28 457 52 5 35 415 
Peavy, Jazz 13 18 269 1 268149 1 71 20.6 
Deal, Taiwan 5 30 156 1 155 52 0 12 310 
Ramesh, Austin 10 16 48 O 48 30 3 7 48 
Ingold, Alec 13 18 44 0 44 24 2 6 34 
Taylor, A.J. 12 4 2 #5 #19 48 0 23 16 
Houston, Bart 10 26 75 6 10 04 0 13 = 1.0 
Cephus, Quintez 133 3 #10 3 723 0 8 O35 
Wheelwright, R. 13:7 al 6 0 6 60 0 6 0.5 
Dooley, Garret 13 0Oo1 5 «(0 5 50 0 5 04 
Team 10 14 0 67 -67 -48 0 O -67 
Hornibrook, A. 11 230 1192-81-35 08-7 
Total 13 620 2969 310 2659 43 29 71 2045 
Opponents 13 390 1603 343 1260 32 8 38 96.9 
Passing gp _effic comp-att-int_ pct yds td lg avgig 
Hornibrook, A. 11 123.36 104-179-7 581 1243 8 57 113.0 
Houston, Bart 10 144.75 85-129-3 659 1086 5 47 108.6 
Clement, Corey 12. 0.00 0-1-0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 
Total 13 131.89 189-309-10 61.2 2329 13 57 179.2 
Opponents 13 106.77 213-408-21 52.2 2679 12 75 206.1 
Receiving gp no. yds avg td Ig avgig 

Peavy, Jazz 13 43 635 148 5 36 488 

Fumagalli, Troy 13 41 497 121 1 30 382 

Wheelwright, R. 13 33) «436 «1320610 «(47 (33.5 

Ogunbowale, D. 13 22 180 82 1 34 138 

Rushing, George 13 10 109 109 O 19 84 

Clement, Corey 12 10 104 104 0 26 87 

Steffes, Eric 123 7 34 49 1 14 26 

Penniston, Kyle 11066-1102: «170 0 «62 «254 98 

Ingold, Alec 123 6 55 92 2 19 42 

Cephus, Quintez 13 4 94 235 0 57 72 

Taylor, A.J. 12 3 £53 177 +O 35 44 

Ramesh, Austin 10 3 24 80 0 14 24 

Shaw, Bradrick i 6 60 O 6 05 

Total 13 189 2329 123 13 57 179.2 

Opponents 13 213 2679 126 12 75 206.1 


Punt Returns no. yds avg td lg 
Peavy, Jazz 177 99 «58 0 4 
Finco, Ricky 2 16 80 0 15 
Clement, Corey 2 28 140 0 24 
Total 21 143 68 O 24 
Opponents 22 167 76 1 55 
Interceptions no. yds avg td lg 
Musso, Leo 5 16 32 0 16 
Dixon, D'Cota 4 45112 0 40 
Shelton, S. 4 48120 0 40 
Tindal, Derrick 3 89297 0 46 
Edwards, T.J. 2 000 0 O 
Jacobs, Leon 1 25 25.0 0 25 
Connelly, Ryan 1 12120 0 12 
Watt, T.J. 1 1717.0 1 17 
Total 21 252120 1 46 
Opponents 10 44 44 1 21 
Kick Returns no. yds avg td lg 
Jamerson, N. 12 253 21.1 0 39 
Ogunbowale, D. 10 213 213 0 41 
Ingold, Alec 2 31155 0 19 
Neuville, Z. 1 13 13.0 0 13 
Clement, Corey 1 4 40 0 4 
Total 26 514198 O 41 
Opponents 28 564201 O 77 
Fumble Returns no. yds avg td lg 
Musso, Leo 1 66 66.0 1 66 
Dixon, D'Cota 1 22 22.0 0 22 
Shelton, S. 1 9 90 0 9 
Connelly, Ryan 1 1212.0 1 12 
Total 4 109 272 2 66 
Opponents 1 6 60 0 6 


All games 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Overall I ndividual Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 


Scoring pass |dxp saf_ pts Total Offense g plays rush pass_ total avgig 

Clement, Corey - - 84 Clement, Corey 12 293 1304 0 1304 108.7 

Endicott, A. - - 68 Hornibrook, A. 11 202) =-81 1243 1162 105.6 

Peavy, Jazz - - 36 Houston, Bart 10 155 10 1086 1096 109.6 

Gaglianone, R. - - 31 Ogunbowale, D. 13 86 484 0 484 37.2 

Ogunbowale, D. - - 30 Shaw, Bradrick 11 =688—s 457 0 457 41.5 

Shaw, Bradrick - - 30 Peavy, Jazz 13 18 268 0 268 20. 

Ingold, Alec - - 26 Deal, Taiwan 5 30 155 0 155 31.0 

Ramesh, Austin - - 18 Ramesh, Austin 10 16 48 0 48 4.8 

Penniston, Kyle - - 12 Ingold, Alec 13 18 44 0 44 34 

Connelly, Ryan - - 6 Taylor, A.J. 12 4 19 0 19 16 

Fumagalli, Troy - - 6 Cephus, Quintez 13 3 E 0 7 05 

Wheelwright, R. - - 6 Wheelwright, R. 13 1 6 0 6 0.5 

Steffes, Eric - - 6 Dooley, Garret 13 1 5 0 5 04 

Watt, T.J. - - 6 Team 10. 14 ~=~-67 0-67 -6.7 

Musso, Leo - - 6 Total 13 929 2659 2329 4988 383.7 

Team - 1 2 Opponents 13 798 1260 2679 3939 303.0 

Total - 1 373 

Opponents 22 16-22 | 22-22 - - - - - 202 

Field Goals fg pct. 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 lg blk Punting no. yds avg lg tb fc i20 50+ blk 

Gaglianone, R. 7-8 875 0-0 1-12 23 44 0-0 48 O Lotti, Anthony 48 1798 375 60 112 24 2 0 

Endicott, A. 12-18 66.7 0-0 44 46 46 0-2 46 O - Rosowski, P.J. 15 550 36.7 51 0 5 3 1 0 
Total 63 2348 37.3 60 117 27 3 0 

FG Sequence Wisconsin Opponents Opponents 73 3056 41.9 70 5 18 21 17 0 

LSU (30),(48),(47) - 

Akron (33) (32) Kickoffs no. yds avg tb ob retn net ydin 

Georgia State (41),(28),30,(41) 45,(45) Rosowski, P.J. 744707 63.6 47 1 

Michigan State (41) (48) ,(40) Endicott, A. 2 9447.0 0 0 

Michigan - 31,43,40 Total 76 4801 63.2 47 1 20.1 40.3 24 

Ohio State (46),(32),(22) (25),(40),(31) Opponents 49 2978 60.8 20 3198 401 24 

lowa 32,52,(36) (41),(47),38,(25) 

Nebraska (44),45 (35) 

Northwestern 35,(40),(28),51 - 

Illinois (37),(21) (31),39 

Purdue - (28),(30) 

Minnesota (33) (21) 

Penn State 48 ,(23) (24) 


Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Overall Individual Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 
All games 


All Purpose g rush rev pr kr ir total avglg 
Clement, Corey 12 1304 104 28 4 0 1440 120.0 
Peavy, Jazz 13 268 635 99 0 0 1002 77.1 
Ogunbowale,D. 13 484 180 0 213 0 877 67.5 


Fumagalli, Troy 13 0 497 0 0 0 497 38.2 
Shaw, Bradrick 11 457 6 0 0 0 463 42.1 
Wheelwright, R. 13 6 436 0 0 0 442 34.0 
Jamerson, N. 7 0 0 0 253 0 253 36.1 
Deal, Taiwan 5 155 0 0 0 0 155 31.0 
Ingold, Alec 13 44 «55 0 31 0 130 10.0 
Rushing, Georg 13 0 109 0 0 0 109 84 
Penniston, Kyle 11 0 102 0 0 0 102 9.3 
Cephus, Quintez 13 7 94 0 0 0 101 7.8 
Tindal, Derrick 13 0 0 0 0 89 89 68 
Taylor, A.J. 12 19 53 0 0 0 72 6.0 
Ramesh, Austin 10 48 24 0 0 0 72 7.2 
Shelton, S. 13 0 0 0 0 48 48 37 
Dixon, D'Cota 13 0 0 0 0 45 45 3.5 
Steffes, Eric 13 0 34 0 0 0 34 26 
Jacobs, Leon 13 0 0 0 0 2 2 149 
Watt, T.J. 13 0 0 0 0 17 17 13 
Musso, Leo 13 0 0 0 O 16 16 «12 
Finco, Ricky 12 0 0 16 0 0 16 13 
Neuville, Z. 13 0 0 0 613 0 13 «1.0 
Connelly, Ryan 13 0 0 0 0 12 12 O89 
Houston, Bart 10 =10 0 0 0 0 10 10 
Dooley, Garret 13 5 0 0 0 0 5 04 
Team 10-67 0 0 0 0 -67 -6.7 
Hornibrook,A. 11-81 0 0 0 0 -81 = -7.4 
Total 13 2659 2329 143 514 252 5897 453.6 


Opponents 13 1260 2679 167 564 44 4714 362.6 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Overall Defensive Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 
All games 


Tackles Pass defense Fumbles bikd 
Defensive Leaders gp ua a tot tfllyds 5 int-yds__brup qbh rcv-yds ff] kick 
Edwards, T.J. 
Musso, Leo 
Cichy, Jack 
Watt, T.J. 
Connelly, Ryan 
Dixon, D'Cota 
Dooley, Garret 
Biegel, Vince 
Jacobs, Leon 
Tindal, Derrick 
Figaro, Lubern 
Shelton, S. 
Sheehy, Conor 
James, Alec 
Obasih, Chikwe 
Jamerson, N. 
Baun, Zack 
Sagapolu, Olive 
Ferguson, Joe 
Farrar, A. 
Booker, Titus 
Rand, Garrett 
Grady, Griffin 
Johnson, P. 
Rosowski, P.J. 
Peavy, Jazz 
Ogunbowale, D. 
Hirschfeld, B. 
Brookins, K. 
Trezy, Serge 
Benzschawel, B. 
Praschak, Max 
Ramesh, Austin 
Whalen, Jake 
Bondoc, Evan 
Udelhoven, C. 
Wheelwright, R. 
Team : : : : : : 
Total 54 40 1 
Opponents 10-44 26 
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2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Team Game-by-Game (Dec 5, 2016) 


All games 
TEAM STATISTICS 

Rushing Receiving Passing Kick Returns Punt Returns tot 
Date Opponent no. ds td Ig] no. ds td Ig] cmp-att-int ds td Ig} no. yds td Ig} no. yds td lg off 
Sep01  vsLSU 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 339 
Sep 10 AKRON 4 3 3 8 0 3 0 586 
Sep17 GEORGIA STATE 1 1 1 2 0 2: 0 400 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 2 1 1 2. 0 0 0 317 
Oct 01 at Michigan 0 1 1 1 0 3 0 159 
Oct 15 OHIO STATE 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 450 
Oct 22 at lowa 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 423 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 2 1 1 2 0 1 0 337 
Nov05 at Northwestern 2 0 0 1 0 2 0 333 
Novi2 ILLINOIS 4 2 2 2 0 3 0 455 
Novi9 at Purdue 4 2 2 5 0 2 0 412 
Nov26 MINNESOTA 4 0 0 il 0 2 0 362 
Dec 03 _vs Penn State 3 0 0 0 0 415 
620 2659 29 71) 189 2329 13 57) 189-309-10 2329 13 57) 26 514 O 41) 21 143 0 24) 4988 
Opponents 390 1260 8 38) 213 2679 12 75] 213-408-21 2679 12 75} 28 564 O 77| 22 167 1 55] 3939 

Games: 13 * Avg/rush: 4.3 * Avg/catch: 12.3 + Pass effic: 131.89 * KR avg: 19.8* PR avg: 6.8 All purpose avg/game: 453.6 + Total offense avg/gm: 383.7 

Tackles Sacks} Fumble Pass Defense blkd| PAT Attempts off 
Date Opponent ua a total tfl-yds no-yds ff fr-yds|__int-yds_qbh__brup|_kick| kick rush rcv} saf__tlo pts 
Sep 01 vs LSU 2 0 3 16 
Sep 10 AKRON 1 0 7 54 
Sep 17 GEORGIA STATE 1 0 0 23 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 1 0 ie 20) 
Oct 01 at Michigan 0 0 7 7 
Oct 15 OHIO STATE 1 0 OnE23 
Oct 22 atlowa 2 0 0 17 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 0 0 oS 2 
Nov 05 at Northwestern i, 1 8 21 
Nov 12 ILLINOIS 0 0 17 48 
Nov 19 at Purdue 0 0 14 49 
Nov 26 MINNESOTA 0 0 1431 
Dec 03 vs Penn State 1 0 7 31 
71.0-292 0 al Gey eye) 
Opponents 75.0-242) 8 0 40 202 
Punting Field Goals Kickoffs 

Date Opponent no. ds avg long blkd tb fe 50+ i20} _md-att long blkd| no. ds avg th ob 
Sep 01 vs LSU 4 0 0 0 1 2 oO 5 302 604 3 «0 
Sep 10 AKRON 2 0 0 0 0 il | © Gee C20) bil 
Sep 17 GEORGIA STATE 2 0 0 2 0 1 Oo} 66) «6386 = 6430CUdBtC*OD 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 5 0 0 1 0 2 OO] 6 «63806 64206=«2COD 
Oct 01 at Michigan 9 0 0 3 0 2 oq} 62 613006|665006CUwd1SCCOO 
Oct 15 OHIO STATE 5 0 0 2 0 il Ql @ (rr GAR Zh @ 
Oct 22 at lowa 5 0 0 1 0 2 Oo} 64 6250 625 %2 O 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 6 0 0 i 0 0 OQ] 4 260 650 2 O 
Nov 05 at Northwestern 7 0 0 3 1 6 Oo 85 63230664606 CACO 
Nov 12 ILLINOIS 4 0 0 1 0 2 Oo 9 569 632 6 O 
Nov 19 at Purdue 3 0 0 0 0 2 Oo} 68 «64560366296 66D 
Nov 26 MINNESOTA a 0 1 1 1 4 G| @G 2 Co & @ 
Dec 03 vs Penn State 4 ; 0 0 2 0 2 QO}. 6) 6386 64300 l2 CO 
63 2348 =. 37.3 60 0 1 17 3 27 19-26 48 OF 76 4801 632 47 1 
Opponents 73 3056 = 41.9 70 0 5 18 17.24) 16-22 48S} 49 «22978 = 60.8 «= 200 8 


2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Opponent Game-by-Game (Dec 5, 2016) 


All games 

OPPONENT STATISTICS 
Rushing Receiving Passing 
Date Opponent F F td cmp-att-int d 
Sep01  vsLSU 1 1 
Sep 10 AKRON 0 0 
Sep17 GEORGIA STATE 1 1 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 0 0 
Oct 01 at Michigan 1 1 
Oct 15 OHIO STATE al il 
Oct 22 at lowa 0 0 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 0 0 
Nov05 — at Northwestern Hf 1 
Nov 12 ILLINOIS 0 0 
Novi9 — at Purdue 2 2 
Nov 26 MINNESOTA al ‘il 
Dec 03 vs Penn State 4 4 
Wisconsin 


Kick Returns 
no. td 
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Punt Returns 


no. td 
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Tackles PAT Attempts 
Date Opponent total kick rush 
Sep 01 vs LSU 0 
Sep 10 AKRON 0 
Sep 17 GEORGIA STATE 0 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 0 
Oct 01 at Michigan 0 
Oct15 OHIO STATE 0 
Oct 22 atlowa 0 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 0 
Nov 05 at Northwestern 0 
Nov 12 ILLINOIS 0 
Nov 19 at Purdue 0 
Nov 26 MINNESOTA 0 
Dec 03 vs Penn State 0 
75.0-242| 0 
Wisconsin 71.0-292| 4 
Punting Field Goals Kickoffs 
Date Opponent no. ds avg long blkd tb fo 50+ i20| _md-att long blikd 0. ds avg 
Sep 01 vs LSU 7 0 0 2 0 2 Oo} 636 6«6183~—Ss«61.0 
Sep 10 AKRON 6 0 0 al 0 2 Oo} 63 ©6165 8655.0 
Sep 17 GEORGIA STATE 5 0 0 0 1 0 64 263 ~=«—65.8 
Sep 24 at Michigan State 5 0 1 1 2 1 oq 3 «6184 61.3 
Oct 01 at Michigan 7 0 0 1 4 4 Oo} 636194 «64,7 
Oct15 OHIO STATE 4 0 1 al 2 ‘il (0) a o tsi I oY 
Oct 22 atlowa 8 0 1 3 2 2 (0) es Se Roy SB) 
Oct 29 NEBRASKA 7 0 ail 3 al 3 Oo} 4 «255 #8 63.8 
Nov 05 at Northwestern 8 0 0 2 1 2 0} 2 104 52.0 
Nov 12 ILLINOIS 5 0 0 2 2 1 Oo} 62 «6128 ~=664.0 
Nov 19 at Purdue 4 0 0 0 0 1 Oo} 656254) 450.8 
Nov 26 MINNESOTA 7 0 al al ‘il 1 Oo} 4 «255 638 
Dec 03 vs Penn State 2 0 0 1 1 1 0} 7 450 643 
73 3056 8 41.9 70 0 5 18 17 21; 16-22 48 1} 49 2978 60.8 
Wisconsin 63 2348 37.3 60 0 1 17 3 27| ~=19-26 48 O| 76 4801 63.2 
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tot 

off 
257 
224 
302 
325 
349 
411 
236 
305 
316 
200 
293 
286 
435 


3939 
4988 
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Date 

Sep 01, 2016 
Sep 10, 2016 
Sep 17, 2016 
Sep 24, 2016 
Oct 01, 2016 
Oct 15, 2016 
Oct 22, 2016 
Oct 29, 2016 
Nov 05, 2016 
Nov 12, 2016 
Nov 19, 2016 
Nov 26, 2016 
Dec 03, 2016 


Date 

Sep 01, 2016 
Sep 10, 2016 
Sep 17, 2016 
Sep 24, 2016 
Oct 01, 2016 
Oct 15, 2016 
Oct 22, 2016 
Oct 29, 2016 
Nov 05, 2016 
Nov 12, 2016 
Nov 19, 2016 
Nov 26, 2016 
Dec 03, 2016 


Opponent 

vs LSU 

AKRON 
GEORGIA STATE 
at Michigan State 
at Michigan 
OHIO STATE 

at lowa 
NEBRASKA 

at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 

at Purdue 
MINNESOTA 

vs Penn State 
Totals 

45 of 53 (84.9%) 


Opponent 

vs LSU 

AKRON 
GEORGIA STATE 
at Michigan State 
at Michigan 
OHIO STATE 

at lowa 
NEBRASKA 

at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 

at Purdue 
MINNESOTA 

vs Penn State 
Totals 

27 of 35 (77.1%) 
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2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Red-Zone Results (Dec 5, 2016) 
All games 


Wisconsin Inside Opponent Red-Zone 


Times Times Total Rush Pass FGs 
Score] InRZ Scored Pts TDs TDs TDs Made 


(oe) 
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53 45 270 34 24 10 11 


Opponents Inside Wisconsin Red-Zone 


Times Times Total Rush Pass FGs 
Score] InRZ Scored Pts TDs TDs TDs Made 
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2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin By-Quarter Statistics (Dec 5, 2016) 
All games 


3rd-Down Conversions 


Date Opponent Score Overall 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr Ath Qtr Overtime 
Sep 01,2016 vsLSU 16-14) 3-15 20.0 2-4 50.0 1-5 20.0 0-3 0.0 0-3 0.0 
Sep 10,2016 AKRON 54-10} 10-15 66.7 4-5 80.0 3-5 60.0 1-2 50.0 2-3 66.7 
Sep 17,2016 GEORGIA STATE 23-17} 8-16 50.0 2-5 40.0 0-2 0.0 2-3 66.7 4-6 66.7 
Sep 24, 2016 at Michigan State 30-6] 7-16 43.8 3-5 60.0 2-3 66.7 2-4 50.0 0-4 0.0 
Oct 01,2016 at Michigan 7-14) = 4-15 26.7 2-4 50.0 1-5 20.0 1-2 50.0 0-4 0.0 
Oct 15,2016 OHIO STATE 23-30} 6-15 40.0 1-3 33.3 2-5 40.0 0-2 0.0 3-4 75.0 0-1 0.0 
Oct 22,2016 atlowa 8-17 47.1 2-4 50.0 1-3 33.3 3-6 50.0 2-4 50.0 
Oct 29,2016 NEBRASKA 23-17} 5-13 38.5 0-3 0.0 2-5 40.0 3-4 75.0 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Nov 05, 2016 at Northwestern 21-7} 7-19 36.8 1-4 25.0 2-5 40.0 3-6 50.0 1-4 25.0 
Nov 12, 2016 ILLINOIS 48-3} 7-13 53.8 1-2 50.0 3-6 50.0 2-3 66.7 1-2 50.0 
Nov 19,2016 at Purdue 49-20} 9-15 60.0 3-5 60.0 3-3 100.0 2-2 100.0 1-5 20.0 
Nov 26, 2016 MINNESOTA 31-17} 4-12 33.3 1-3 33.3 1-3 33.3 1-4 25.0 1-2 50.0 
Dec 03, 2016 vs Penn State 31-38} 5-12 41.7 2-2 100.0 2-4 50.0 0-3 0.0 1-3 33.3 
Wisconsin 83-193 43.0] 24-49 49.0) 23-54 42.6) 20-44 45.5) 16-45 35.6 0-1 0.0 
Opponents 45-168 26.8} 12-38 31.6} 15-49 30.6} 10-40 25.0} 7-39 17.9 1-2 50.0 
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Ath-Down Conversions 


Date Opponent Score Overall ist Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Overtime 


Sep 01, 2016 vsLSU Ww 16-14 0-1 0.0 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Sep 10, 2016 AKRON Ww 54-10 0-1 0.0 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Sep 17,2016 GEORGIA STATE W 23-17 1-1 100.0 1-1 100.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Sep 24, 2016 at Michigan State Ww 30-6 2-2 100.0 2-2 100.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Oct 01,2016 at Michigan L 7-14 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-1 0.0 
Oct 15,2016 OHIO STATE L 23-30 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-1 0.0 
Oct 22,2016 atlowa w 17-9 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Oct 29,2016 NEBRASKA W 23-17 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Nov 05, 2016 at Northwestern Ww 21-7 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Nov 12, 2016 ILLINOIS Ww 48-3 1-1 100.0 0-0 0.0 1-1 100.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Nov 19, 2016 at Purdue w 49-20 2-2 100.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 2-2 100.0 
Nov 26, 2016 MINNESOTA W 31-17 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 
Dec 03, 2016 _vs Penn State L__ 31-38 0-1 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-0 0.0 0-1 0.0 


Wisconsin 6-12 50.0 3-5 60.0 1-2 50.0 0-0 0.0 2-4 50.0 0-1 0.0 
Opponents 5-17 29.4 0-1 0.0 15 20.0 4-5 80.0 0-5 0.0 0-1 0.0 


Time of Possession 


Date Opponent Score Overall 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr Ath Qtr Overtime 
Sep 01, 2016 vsLSU Ww 16-14 36:57 13:07 8:45 6:41 8:24 
Sep 10, 2016 AKRON Ww 54-10 40:52 13:47 9:22 11:06 6:37 
Sep 17,2016 GEORGIA STATE W 23-17 37:28 12:49 5:59 6:42 11:58 
Sep 24, 2016 at Michigan State Ww 30-6 32:48 10:44 5:26 7:24 9:14 
Oct 01,2016 at Michigan L 7-14 24:19 7:46 6:29 3:25 6:39 

Oct 15,2016 OHIO STATE L 23-30 31:28 6:29 10:18 5:10 9:31 0:00 
Oct 22,2016 atlowa w 17-9 37:02 9:12 9:10 9:41 8:59 

Oct 29, 2016 NEBRASKA W 23-17 27:45 5:56 EY 8:47 5:25 0:00 
Nov 05, 2016 at Northwestern Ww 21-7 40:25 10:15 10:24 10:21 9:25 
Nov 12,2016 ILLINOIS Ww 48-3 42:03 9:06 10:20 11:49 10:48 
Nov 19,2016 at Purdue Ww 49-20 38:27 9:46 11:03 6:33 11:05 
Nov 26, 2016 MINNESOTA W 31-17 32:59 5:29 9:54 9:15 8:21 
Dec 03, 2016 vs Penn State L 31-38 36:57 9:55 7:44 11:16 8:02 

Wisconsin Total 459:30 124:21 112:31 108:10 114:28 0:00 

Avg. 35:20 9:33 8:39 8:19 8:48 0:00 

Opponents Total 320:30 70:39 82:29 86:50 80:32 0:00 


Avg. 24:39 5:26 6:20 6:40 6:11 0:00 
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2016 Wisconsin Football 
Wisconsin Passing Game-by-Game (Dec 5, 2016) 


All games 
#12 Hornibrook, A. Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic 
Akron 5 5 0 100.0 61 1 35 0-0 268.48 
Georgia State 8 12 al 66.7 122 1 29 0-0 162.90 
Michigan State 16 26 ‘ 61.5 195 1 31 2-11 129.54 
Michigan 9 25 3 36.0 88 1 24 2-13 54.77 
Ohio State 16 28 1 57.1 214 1 36 4-34 125.99 
lowa 11 19 0 57.9 197 0 57 2-18 144.99 
Nebraska 10 16 1 62.5 71 1 30 0-0 107.90 
Northwestern lat 19 0 57.9 92 0 Aly 0-0 98.57 
Illinois 7 12 0 58.3 85 1 24 1-5 145.33 
Purdue 7 9 0 77.8 89 1 28 2-9 197.51 
Minnesota 4 8 0 50.0 29 0 12 0-0 80.45 
TOTALS 104 179 t 58.1 1243 8 57 13-90 123.36 
#13 Houston, Bart Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic 
LSU 19 31 2 61.3 205 0 27 2-8 103.94 
Akron 15 22 0 68.2 23K 2 47 1-6 186.38 
Georgia State 10 18 0 55.6 91 0 24 1-5 98.02 
lowa 4 6 0 66.7 59 1 21 0-0 204.27 
Nebraska 4 7 1 57.1 43 0 16 2-10 80.17 
Northwestern 2 3 0 66.7 51 0 32 0-0 209.47 
Illinois 1 1 0 100.0 7 1 7 0-0 488.80 
Purdue 5 6 0 83.3 102 al 34 0-0 281.13 
Minnesota 9 14 0 64.3 123 0 22 1-8 138.09 
Penn State 16 21 0 76.2 174 0 26 2-12 145.79 
TOTALS 85 129 3 65.9 1086 5 47 9-49 144.75 
#6 Clement, Corey Comp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Sacked Effic 
Illinois 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 0-0 0.00 


TOTALS 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0 0-0 0.00 
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


Defining moments 
put Badgers’ goal 
within reach 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 28, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Conventional wisdom 
says there was a defining moment in the regular 
season for the Wisconsin football team, but 
when? 

UW played a school-record five opponents 
ranked in the Associated Press top 10 at the 
time of the meeting, all for the opportunity to 
play another. 

The sixth-rated Badgers (10-2 overall) will 
have that chance Saturday at Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis when they duel with eighth- 
ranked Penn State (10-2) for the Big Ten Confer- 
ence championship. 

Somewhere along the line, Wisconsin coach- 
es and players had a transcendent experience, 
but at what point? 

Was it beating a projected national champi- 
on in the season opener? 

Was it going on the road and knocking off 
the defending Big Ten champion to open the 
league season? 

Was it going on the road to beat an archrival 
and end a two-game losing streak? 

Was it staging a furious second-half come- 
back to prevail in the regular-season finale? 

UW junior wide receiver Jazz Peavy was 
helpful, but he didn’t exactly embrace the spirit 
of the project. 

“This entire season’s been a turning point,” 
he said. “There’s been a lot of things this season 
that allowed us to show people that we're a 
great team and we belong where we are right 
now.” 

You could make a case that multiple junc- 
tures served as defining moments. 

Some would say it was the season open- 
er at Lambeau Field in Green Bay when the 
unranked Badgers emerged with a 16-14 victory 
over then-fifth-ranked LSU. 

Senior safety Leo Musso said that upset win 
over the Tigers — ESPN The Magazine predict- 
ed they'd win the national title — established an 
important mindset in the UW locker room. 

On the opening defensive play, standout 
sophomore inside linebacker Chris Orr was 
felled by a season-ending knee injury. Into the 
void stepped unheralded Ryan Connelly, who 
played like he was the starter. 

“When Chris went down that was a shocker, 
but it was that next man in mentality,” Musso 
said, noting that Connelly “didn’t miss a beat.” 

As the season progressed, the Badgers lost 
more than 50 man-games to injury and saw two 
other front-liners — junior inside linebacker 
Jack Cichy and junior kicker Rafael Gaglianone 
— go down with season-ending injuries. 

“That’s the MO of this team,” Musso said. 
“It’s the next man up. If you’re the two or the 
three (on the depth chart), you’re training like 


you're the one and you're expecting to get in 
and eager to prove what you've got.” 

Senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton acknowl- 
edged that Wisconsin’s performance in the 
inaugural Lambeau Field College Classic was 
a big moment, “but we knew we had so much 
more ahead.” 

Three weeks later, the Badgers opened Big 
Ten play with a 30-6 thumping of Michigan 
State — their first win at Spartan Stadium since 
2002 — but that gave way to back-to-back losses 
to fourth-ranked Michigan (14-7) and sec- 
ond-rated Ohio State (30-23 in overtime). 

“LSU was a start to a great journey,” Shelton 
said. “I think the Ohio State game was such a 
turning point. 

“Tt was like, ‘Guys, if we're truly going to 
accomplish what we're talking about, we can’t 
be all talk. We've got to put it into action.’ 

“That’s when guys put everything in the 
basket and began rocking and rolling.” 

The Badgers closed out the regular season 
with six straight victories. The run began with 
a 17-9 decision at archrival Iowa and a 23-17 
overtime win over Nebraska, which was ranked 
seventh at the time. 

That gave way to a 21-7 victory at North- 
western, a place UW hadn’t won since 1999, 
and consecutive blowouts vs. Illinois (48-3) and 
Purdue (49-20). 

Wisconsin players went into the regular-sea- 
son finale against Minnesota at Camp Randall 
in a cloudy frame of mind, which made them 
vulnerable. 

Not only was it senior day, the Badgers had 
already clinched the Big Ten West Division title 
and came out for the 126-year-old rivalry game 
noticeably flat. 

That translated to a 17-7 halftime deficit 
— the largest for UW in its last 23 games — 
and genuine concern from the masses that 
the Gophers would regain possession of Paul 
Bunyan’s Axe for the first time since 2003. 

“The defining moment was everybody step- 
ping up and doing what they could, especially 
coming out after halftime,” Wisconsin senior 
tailback Corey Clement said. 

Motivated and refocused thanks to halftime 
speeches from Musso and junior outside 
linebacker T.J. Watt, the Badgers dominated the 
last two periods and set the stage for a 31-17 
triumph. 

“That's probably the biggest adversity we’ve 
faced all year, so when it smacked us in the 
face, it was a wake-up call to try and get this 
right,” Clement said. “We still had time on the 
board. As senior leaders, we had to do the best 
we could.” 

UW senior tailback and co-captain Dare 
Ogunbowale said the season didn’t have a turn- 
ing point per se, but said there were multiple 
defining moments. 

“The LSU game was defining because it 
kind of set the tone for the season for us,” he 
said. “Nobody thought we’d win that game but 
us. We went in there and did exactly what we 
knew we'd do. That set the tone for the rest of 
the season.” 

Ogunbowale said the loss to Ohio State 
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“opened our eyes and gave us that extra sense 
of urgency that we needed.” 

The rousing comeback against Minnesota 
“was probably the biggest game for us with 
everything that was at stake.” 

Now the stakes are even higher for the Bad- 
gers. Their goal all along — to win the Big Ten 
title — is within reach. 

Another defining moment awaits. 


Seeds of UW’s success 
planted in spring 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Dec. 17, 2016 


Madison — Wisconsin safety Leo Musso and 
center Michael Deiter had an inkling as early as 
March. 

“Tt was during spring ball,” Musso said 
when asked to identify the moment he suspect- 
ed UW might be better than college football 
pundits expected. “You know good football 
when you see good football and you see good 
football players. 

“Tt was just one of those gut feelings where 
you just feel everything out. Once you get into 
scrimmages you see how special this team 
was.” 

Deiter added: “I recall going up to Green 
Bay in the spring for practice and the defense 
was making some spectacular plays and then 
we would do some stuff that was really good.” 

Unranked in August, UW wasn’t projected 
to win the Big Ten West Division title. Defend- 
ing champion Iowa was the logical pick, with 
Nebraska expected to challenge. 

Yet victories over the Hawkeyes and Corn- 
huskers, the first ones of a six-game winning 
streak, sparked UW to the division title and a 
berth in the league title game. 

UW (10-3) enters the Cotton Bowl at No. 8 
in the Amway coaches poll, behind No. 2 Ohio 
State (11-1), No. 5 Penn State (11-2) and No. 6 
Michigan (10-2). 

Seven-point losses at Michigan, at home 
against Ohio State and to Penn State in the Big 
Ten title game are the blemishes on what has 
been a remarkable season. 

“Tt’s not about me but I’m proud to be part 
of it,” said UW's Paul Chryst, named the Big 
Ten coach of the year by the league’s coaches. 
“T do feel that I am part of it. But it’s more than 
that. I don’t spend time trying to think about 
what it means to me. It’s what it means to our 
team....It’s pretty cool to see.” 

Chryst was asked in what area UW has 
experienced the most growth since the opener 
against LSU. 

“T think if I were to pick one thing,” he said, 
“it would be just the ability to stay focused 
each week. They’ve been consistent. They’ve 
been who they are. They’ve enjoyed each day. 
They’ve been fun to be around each day.” 

The Cotton Bowl matchup against No. 14 
Western Michigan (13-0) on Jan. 2 at AT&T 
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Stadium in Arlington, Texas, isn’t what UW 
fans envisioned when they prepared for the Big 
Ten title game. 

A victory over the Nittany Lions would 
have sent UW to the Rose Bowl] for the first time 
since the 2012 season. 

Chryst made it clear the Cotton Bowl, a New 
Year’s Six Bowl, is a worthy reward for the UW 
players. 

“T was fired up,” he said of learning UW's 
bowl destination. “The Cotton Bowl is one of 
those bowls. It has historically been a big bowl. 
Any time you get a chance to play in a bowl 
game that is assigned by the committee, and 
then when you find out you're playing one of 
two undefeated teams, it was exciting.” 

Western Michigan and No. 1 Alabama, 
which faces No. 4 Washington in the Peach 
Bowl in the College Football Playoff, are the 
only unbeaten FBS teams left. 

“They are excited about the next opportuni- 
ty,” Chryst said of the UW players. “They know 
what it took to get the opportunity to play in 
the Cotton Bowl. They want to finish it out the 
right way and they know it is a good opponent. 

“You don’t go undefeated without being a 
good football team.” 

Like Musso, outside linebacker Vince Biegel 
is in his fifth season at UW. 

He joined the program in 2012, the final 
season for head coach Bret Bielema. He played 
for two seasons under Gary Andersen (2013 and 
14) and played under Barry Alvarez in the 2015 
Outback Bowl after Andersen left for Oregon 
State. He has enjoyed his final two seasons 
under Chryst. 

“With those three head coaches, multiple 
position coaches, I think the one constant is the 
culture here,” Biegel said. “That culture — smart, 
tough, dependable — is what continued to make 
Wisconsin great.” 

Western Michigan, which has victories over 
Big Ten members Northwestern and Illinois, 
isn’t considered a great team. The Broncos have 
three Mid-American Conference titles — 1966, 
1988 and this season. 

Nevertheless, the undefeated Broncos offer 
UW one last opportunity to defeat a ranked foe 
and in the process ease the pain of the loss to 
Penn State. 

“As a kid in Wisconsin, you kind of grow up 
dreaming about playing in those games,” said 
Musso, from Waunakee. “Losing a lead in the 
second half — it sucks — and that is something 
that will be with me personally forever.” 

A7 1/2-point favorite against a MAC school, 
UW is expected to win. 

A loss could be devastating and, to some 
fans, embarrassing. 

“We don’t really care,” Musso said. “They 
can worry about that. If we do win we'll worry 
about celebrating and looking back on the great 
year that we had.” 


‘Natural leader’ 
Musso is Badgers’ 
pick for MVP 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Dec. 9, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — When Wisconsin senior 
safety Leo Musso filled out his ballot for most 
valuable player, he did so emphatically. 

“It’s clear cut,” he said of his choice, junior 
outside linebacker T.J. Watt. “He’s just a great 
guy that embodies everything that you’d want 
from the most valuable player on your team.” 

Watt had a strong case for MVP witha 
UW-leading 10.5 quarterback sacks and 14.5 
stops for loss among his 59 tackles. 

So did senior tailback Corey Clement, who 
became the 12th back in program history to 
top 1,300 yards rushing in a season and led the 
Badgers in scoring with 14 touchdowns. 

There were others from a lineup that didn’t 
have a marquee individual per se, but a sizeable 
collection of unselfish, diligent players who 
helped lead Wisconsin (10-3 overall) to the Big 
Ten Conference championship game and a 
berth in the Cotton Bowl. 

Musso had the right idea, but his choice 
didn’t quite jibe with the majority of his team- 
mates and coaches. 

It was Musso who received the Jimmy 
Demetral Team MVP during the annual awards 
banquet Friday night. 

“It’s a testament to his character and what 
people think of him on and off the field that 
he’s being recognized this way,” UW defensive 
coordinator Justin Wilcox said. 

Wilcox acknowledged that the Badgers had 
multiple worthy candidates for the oldest honor 
in program history, dating back to 1926, but 
said that Musso stood out because of “how he 
goes about his day, how he treats people, how 
he works.” 

In his first season as a full-time starter, Mus- 
so leads UW with five interceptions, returned 
a fumble for a touchdown and is second on the 
team with 65 tackles. 

He’s an integral part of a defense that ranks 
fourth in scoring and seventh in total defense 
nationally heading into a Cotton Bowl matchup 
with Western Michigan at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas, on Jan. 2. 

But numbers don’t begin to tell the story of 
Musso, who played at Waunakee High School 
and will graduate this month with a degree in 
community and nonprofit leadership. 

“Tt goes back to the day-in, day-out consis- 
tency with which he lives, on and off the field,” 
Wilcox said. 

“It’s the stuff you don’t see. It’s the locker 
room. It’s the weight room. It’s how you work 
in offseason conditioning.” 

Wilcox said Musso typically showed up at 
the UW football offices in Camp Randall Sta- 
dium well before practice began, his attention 
glued to an iPad looking for video intel on the 
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next opponent. 

“He prepares,” Wilcox said. “When people 
see that — when the team sees that — he’s got 
instant credibility through his actions. 

“Everyone has the utmost respect for Leo 
because of that. He embodies what we want 
guys around here to be.” 

Funny, Musso touched on the day-to-day 
commitment to explain his vote for Watt. 

“There’s a lot that goes into it for me, just 
the way a guy works and prepares and just 
what he brings to our team,” he said. “Not 
necessarily what he does during a game, but 
everything that leads up to it. It’s the weight 
room in the offseason. What he’s doing off the 
field. Stuff like that.” 

UW senior outside linebacker Vince Biegel 
calls Musso his best friend. The two met on a 
recruiting visit to Madison, roomed together, 
have locker stalls next to one another and form 
a curious tandem. 

“He’s a really soft-spoken guy and I’m more 
of a chatter mouth,” Biegel explained, “so I 
thought he’d be a good balance for us.” 

What makes Musso a good friend? 

“He’s always been very loyal,” said Biegel, a 
co-captain from Wisconsin Rapids. “No matter 
who you are, what position group you come 
from or background, he’s a great teammate.” 

Junior safety D’Cota Dixon is also tight with 
Musso, a bond that goes beyond their shared 
experiences as backups in 2015 and starters this 
season. The two road roommates also have a 
strong, quiet faith in God that forms the foun- 
dation of their personalities. 

“As time went by, we just connected,” Dixon 
said. “We meshed.” 

What makes Musso a good friend? 

“In the Bible, Jesus talks about no greater 
love than this when you lay down your life for 
your friends,” Dixon said. “It just reminds me 
of him. He’s that type of person. He embodies 
that example. 

“He has a gift that he probably doesn’t re- 
alize that he has. He just makes you want to do 
better. He makes you want to be a better man. 
In a lot of ways, I look up to that. 

“He’s always saying, ‘Get right or get left.’ 
He's always getting right. It’s just really cool 
to be around him. It’s going to be so sad not to 
have him next year.” 

When the season began, questions swirled 
around the back end of the Wisconsin sec- 
ondary. Veteran safeties Michael Caputo and 
Tanner McEvoy both graduated, leaving fans 
to wonder how their replacements would hold 
up alongside senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton 
and junior cornerback Derrick Tindal. 

Dixon is certain that Musso quieted the 
naysayers. 

“Do I think he shut up those critics?” Dixon 
asked rhetorically. “I definitely think so. If they 
haven’t acknowledged that, then they don’t 
respect the game of football.” 

Biegel said he understood the questions 
about the new faces in the secondary, but he 
and his teammates were confident things would 
be OK. 

“T was truly, truly happy for Leo watching 
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him,” Biegel said. “What you see on the field ... 
is a culmination of all the hard work he’s put in. 

“Leo is a great example of a guy who works 
hard. He’s been a huge factor for us. He’s 
been a major component to the success of our 
defense.” 

Musso is listed at 5-foot-10 and 194 pounds, 
so he’s a bit undersized, but he’s got good 
speed, a high football IQ and is a sure tackler. 

Could he play in the NFL? 

“Shoot, anything that Leo does will not 
surprise me,” Wilcox said. “He’s going to be an 
extremely successful person in life. He’s going 
to be an achiever. 

“The character he has people are drawn to. 
He’s a natural leader. He’s a very impressive 
person.” 


Instead of making 
excuses, Wisconsin 
used its depth to 
make a difference 


By Sean Keeler 
Land of 10 
Nov. 27, 2016 


Excuses, they had plenty. The star 
pass-rusher, the mullet and motor that person- 
ified a biker-gang defense, missed three weeks 
with a broken foot. 

Nobody blinked. 

One middle linebacker was out at the 
start of the season. Another was lost for the 
campaign with five regular-season games left 
to play. 

Nobody bitched. 

The starting tailback dinged his left leg in 
Week 2 and took a while to get right again. The 
starting tight end endured scrape after scrape. 

Nobody moaned. 

The Wisconsin Badgers won the Big Ten 
West in 2016 with, at various points, a backup 
middle linebacker, a backup outside linebacker 
and a backup kicker. Coach Paul Chryst rotated 
his quarterback and his offensive line liberally 
from Week 1 through Week 13. 

Nobody sobbed. 

“And I think that’s part of the neat thing 
about this team,” Chryst said Sunday. “We play 
off, and play for, and need everyone.” 

Of all the remarkable traits the Badgers 
(10-2, 7-2 Big Ten) lug into the Big Ten Cham- 
pionship game Saturday in Indianapolis, 
perhaps the most admirable are their tenacity, 
persistence, doggedness and indefatigability in 
the face of whatever the football gods felt like 
tossing at them. 

No Vince Biegel for almost a month? Fine. 
Garret Dooley steps in, cowboys up and 
notches sacks at Michigan and against Nebras- 

ka. 

No T.J. Edwards or Jack Cichy anchoring the 
middle? We got this. 

Ryan Connelly steps in against LSU and 


makes one of the best open-field tackles you'll 
see in college football all year, a game-saving 
stuff of Tigers star tailback Leonard Fournette. 

No Rafael Gaglianone handling kicks? No 
prob. 

Senior Andrew Endicott nails 11 of 14 field- 
goal attempts — a 78.6 percent conversion rate 
— from between 20 and 49 yards out. 

Other than Ryan Ramcyzk at left tackle, 
much of the offensive line rotation was a work- 
in-progress. Tailback Corey Clement rebound- 
ed from a September injury against Akron to 
post four straight 100-yard rushing games in 
November. His top understudy, senior Dare 
Ogunbowale, did the heavy lifting the next 
week against Georgia State, then lit Nebraska 
up for 120 rushing yards in a critical Big Ten 
West separation game. 

Senior Bart Houston opened the season 
as the No. 1 signal-caller, was supplanted by 
young Alex Hornibrook, eased into a platoon 
role — and might well end up starting for the 
Badgers at Lucas Oil Field this weekend, his 
journey coming full-circle. 

One rope. Many hands. Everybody pulling. 

“J think that the guys understand that 
they’ve worked for their opportunity,” said 
Chryst, the third different coach to lead Wis- 
consin to the Big Ten title game over the last six 
seasons. “And (they) don’t like it when it comes 
necessarily off (of an) injury, but (they know) 
that others are counting on you. I think all we 
ask for is for them to do their best ... they don’t 
want to be the guys to let the rest of the team 
down.” 

It takes a village to chase the College Foot- 
ball Playoff. So it probably shouldn’t come as 
a surprise that, when a reporter asked coach 
Chryst on Sunday which player on offense and 
defense “had to show up” against Penn State, 
the coach replied, matter-of-factly: 

“We need everyone to show up.” 

Because, this fall, everyone did. 


Fifth-year seniors get 
stability, success at 
Wisconsin 


By Genaro Armas 
Associated Press 
Nov. 24, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — One coaching change in 
a college football career might be enough for a 
player to consider a transfer. 

Two coaching changes might be enough to 
drive a player away entirely for a more stable 
program. 

But the fifth-year seniors who stuck it out 
at No. 5 Wisconsin through three different 
coaching staffs have been rewarded for their 
perseverance. An opportunity to play in the Big 
Ten championship game is within reach, and 
possibly, a spot in the College Football Playoff. 

“T think it makes it that much closer, and 
that much more resilient, which is being seen 
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this season more than anything,” safety Leo 
Musso said. 

The Badgers (9-2, 6-2, No. 6 CFP) have an 
opportunity to clinch the Big Ten West division 
this week. It could happen by Friday night, if 
Iowa beats Nebraska. 

If the Cornhuskers win, Wisconsin would 
need to beat Minnesota on Saturday to take the 
West and a berth in the league championship 
game. This season might already be considered 
a smashing success in Madison given how 
Wisconsin navigated a schedule with five top 10 
opponents, losing to top 5 teams Michigan and 
Ohio State by a combined 14 points. 

“The legacy for our class is to try to exceed 
expectations that everyone sets on you, espe- 
cially the negative ones,” Musso said. 

He remembers watching college football 
shows through the season in which prognosti- 
cators predicted Wisconsin’s demise at various 
points during the year. Those doubts have moti- 
vated the Badgers. 

“That blue-collar, chip-on-your-shoulder 
(attitude) always. Just come ready to play,” 
Musso said. 

It’s been tough at times, though, over the 
careers of Musso and other fifth-year seniors 
like linebacker Vince Biegel, running back Dare 
Ogunbowale and quarterback Bart Houston. 

They arrived in 2012, when Bret Bielema 
was still coach. Bielema left in December of that 
season to take the Arkansas job. 

His replacement, Gary Andersen, stayed 
at Wisconsin for almost two seasons before 
leaving in December 2014 to take the Oregon 
State job. 

In came current coach Paul Chryst, a 
Wisconsin native and former Badgers offen- 
sive coordinator, to restore stability. A former 
assistant under Bielema, Chryst returned to 
Madison following three seasons as the head 
coach at Pittsburgh. 

“T went through that as a player. I know it’s 
hard when you go through coaching changes,” 
Chryst said this week. “One thing you can also 
see is how that (fifth-year senior) group comes 
together, and you come together in good times 
and times that test you. I think they'll have that 
bond for life.” 

As someone who also played at Wisconsin, 
Chryst embodies the blue-collar, no-nonsense 
reputation that the program has developed 
since current athletic director Barry Alvarez 
roamed the sideline as coach. 

Musso might be the perfect example of the 
typical, grind-it-out Wisconsin player. He ar- 
rived in 2012 as a two-star recruit out of Wauna- 
kee, where he rushed for more than 5,500 yards 
and 87 touchdowns in his high school career. 

After redshirting his first year, Musso 
debuted as a backup safety in 2013 under 
Andersen. He became a key reserve in 2015, 
making two starts. 

But questions lingered about the safety 
position to start this season after Wisconsin lost 
both of its starters. Musso and fellow safety 
D’Cota Dixon have emerged into solid tandem. 

Wisconsin rarely gets beat deep. Musso 
has three interceptions the last two weeks, in- 
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cluding a two-pick day two weeks ago against 
Illinois . Biegel was so happy for his best friend 
and former roommate that he posted a message 
on Twitter. 

“To see him have the success he’s had this 
season is fun to watch. I’m proud of him,” 
Biegel said. “It’s a credit to him, it’s a credit to 
his preparation, not just this offseason, but his 
whole career here.” 

Musso demurs when asked about what he 
has accomplished after the ups and downs of 
his career. 

“Shoot, I couldn’t tell you. ... How it’s 
worked out when you look back at it, through 
the coaching changes, it’s not something that 
you really prepare for,” Musso said. “You just 
kind of control what you can control, which is 
working hard.” 


Chryst pushing the 
right buttons 


By Gary D'Amato 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 12, 2016 


Madison — Paul Chryst is never going to 
blow you away in a news conference. He’s the 
smartest man in the room, but you'd never 
know it from his halting answers to questions 
and his liberal use of clichés. If you’re look- 
ing for a good sound bite, you’ve come to the 
wrong place. 

You can’t say Chryst is an imposing figure 
on the sideline, either. He’s the opposite of 
demonstrative, and the last time he dressed up 
might very well have been at his own wedding. 
When he’s not wearing sweats, he’s probably 
sweating. 

Don’t let him fool you. The guy can flat-out 
coach football. 

Twenty-three games into his tenure as the 
head coach at the University of Wisconsin, 
Chryst has answered all the questions about his 
qualifications after compiling that misleading 
19-19 record at Pitt. 

When it comes to game planning, he’s a 
cold-blooded assassin. His teams almost never 
play down to the competition — witness the 
Badgers’ 48-3 victory over hapless Illinois on 
Saturday — and exhibit a nose-to-the-grind- 
stone mentality that goes a long way in the Big 
Ten. 

UW improved to 8-2 overall and 5-2 in the 
conference, has beaten three teams ranked in 
the top eight and is two victories away from 
playing in the Big Ten championship game. 
Chryst has to be in the conversation for league 
coach of the year honors, though Michigan’s 
Jim Harbaugh is the front-runner. 

“We've played some good football teams 
this year,” Illini coach Lovie Smith said. “That’s 
definitely one of the best ones we've played.” 

The Badgers execute the game plan. They 
avoid penalties. They overcome injuries. They 
are a nasty, physical bunch and take pleasure 
in hitting people in the mouth. Their confidence 


could have cratered after back-to-back losses 

to Michigan and Ohio State but it seems the 
opposite is true. They’re a better team now than 
they were three weeks ago, which is a credit to 
Chryst and his assistants. 

“T think each week we gain more confi- 
dence,” said linebacker Vince Biegel. “It’s 
snowballed to the point where this team, we 
can play against anybody in the country. There 
were those bumps and those ups and downs 
throughout the season that we’ve learned from 
and we continue to learn from them. 

“It’s been a fun journey, man. Coach Chryst 
has put awesome coaches in our (meeting) 
rooms and I think it shows on the field.” 

When defensive coordinator Dave Aranda 
left for Louisiana State, a lot of people assumed 
he would take that unit’s mojo with him. But 
there has been no slippage under Justin Wilcox, 
and Chryst’s hiring of Jim Leonhard to coach 
the defensive backs was a stroke of genius. The 
secondary has gone from question mark to 
really good, period. 

The offensive line, shuffled and re-shuffled 
because of injuries, has hit its stride and paved 
the way for a season-high 363 rushing yards 
Saturday. 

“As an offensive lineman, it feels great,” 
said center Michael Deiter. “That’s obviously 
what you want to do. We’re just a little more 
consistent, seeing pressures a little better. We’ve 
been chipping away. I think we’re getting better 
week by week but I still think we can be better 
as an offensive line and as an offense.” 

After the offense struggled in the first half of 
a 23-17 victory over Georgia State on Sept. 17, 
Chryst replaced senior quarterback Bart Hous- 
ton with redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook, 
who has started every game since. 

Chryst has worked Houston into the game 
plan in recent weeks, though, and the quar- 
terback threw a touchdown pass in his only 
attempt Saturday. There’s an old saying that 
a team with two quarterbacks has none, but 
there again, Chryst has made it work. The QB 
play hasn’t been sensational, but it’s been good 
enough. 

It’s hard to imagine Wisconsin would lose to 
a bad Purdue team on the road next week. Then 
it’s Minnesota at home Nov. 26, with a berth in 
the Big Ten championship game hanging in the 
balance. 

“T’m excited to see what the rest of the sea- 
son holds for this team,” Biegel said. 

Chryst? He’s hiding in the film room, fig- 
uring out ways to make his team better. Don’t 
ask him how he does it. Just sit back and enjoy 
the ride. 


Badgers didn’t flinch 
after 1-2 Big Ten start 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 20, 2016 


Madison — Michael Deiter heard the ques- 
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tion three weeks after Wisconsin’s third Big Ten 
game. 

“People would ask me: ‘Will your goals 
change?’ ” UW's redshirt sophomore center 
said. “I would tell them no.” 

Deiter was a bit mystified. He understood 
the consecutive losses to Michigan and Ohio 
State, ranked No. 2 and No. 4, at the time, were 
disappointing. 

However, Deiter also realized the losses 
came to Big Ten East Division teams and UW 
could still win the West Division title and return 
to the league title game. 

“The goals haven't changed,” Deiter said, 
“and we've been able to do what we wanted to 
do. You can’t let two losses discourage you.” 

Paul Chryst’s players never became discour- 
aged after the 1-2 start. 

“All we were worried about was each 
game,” quarterback Alex Hornibrook said. 
“When we looked at our schedule, we knew 
there wasn’t a game we couldn’t win. 

“We thought we would win every one of 
them.” 

Beginning with a difficult 17-9 victory Oct. 
22 at lowa, UW has reeled off five consecutive 
victories to improve to 6-2 in the Big Ten and 
9-2 overall. 

A victory over rival Minnesota (8-5, 5-3) at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday will send No. 6 UW to the 
Big Ten title game on Dec. 3 in Indianapolis and 
keep alive the Badgers’ hope of qualifying for 
the College Football Playoff. 

A victory by lowa (7-4, 5-3) over Nebraska 
(9-2, 6-2) on Friday in Iowa City will also send 
UW to the Big Ten title game. With that result, 
a UW loss to Minnesota would leave all four 
teams tied at 6-3. But UW and Iowa would be 
2-1 against the tied teams and UW would win 
the head-to-head tiebreaker over the Hawkeyes. 

Nevertheless, UW still would need to beat 
the Gophers to stay alive in the chase for a 
playoff berth. 

“Nobody’s confidence wavered,” redshirt 
junior wide receiver Jazz Peavy said. “Nothing 
dropped. No one lost focus or anything like 
that. 

“We always knew we had opportunities and 
chances to make the goals and dreams come 
true for us. 

“We just had to stay on track.” 

UW did that by relying on a defense that has 
been stout all season, getting timely contri- 
butions from its special teams and getting the 
running game going. 

With Corey Clement, Dare Ogunbowale and 
redshirt freshman Bradrick Shaw contributing, 
UW has rushed for 232.8 yards per game during 
the winning streak. 

The defense allowed a combined 36 points 
in the first four games of the streak before giv- 
ing up 20 Saturday at Purdue. 

“Being a competitor, there is always room 
for improvement,” senior outside linebacker 
Vince Biegel said. “Twenty points on the board, 
there is room for improvement.” 

The 2014 UW team, coached by Gary Ander- 
sen, dropped the Big Ten opener at Northwest- 
ern but rebounded to win seven consecutive 
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games to finish 7-1 and reach the league title 
game. 

The final regular-season victory was a 34-24 
decision at home against Minnesota. 

That victory was UW's 11th ina row ina 
streak that has reached 12 over its border rival. 
Minnesota last possessed Paul Bunyan’s Axe 
with a 37-34 victory in 2003 in Minneapolis. 

“We've got to keep that axe,” Hornibrook 
said. “That is the last thing he (Chryst) said to 
us. That’s what we're focused on now.” 

A 13th consecutive victory over Minnesota 
would send UW back to Indianapolis to face the 
East Division winner. 

“We really weren’t thinking about India- 
napolis,” quarterback Bart Houston said when 
asked about the 1-2 start. “We weren’t thinking 
about the axe game or any of the games in-be- 
tween. ... 

“T’m really proud of this team. We’re really 
good at staying focused on the task at hand, 
whether it is Monday, Tuesday or Saturday.” 


Stunning success? 
Badgers not surprised 
by their performance 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 16, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — The task of choosing the 
most surprising member of the Wisconsin foot- 
ball team this season shouldn’t be terribly hard. 

Not because there’s a clear-cut choice mind 
you, but because there’s such a long list of 
candidates to choose from. 

After all, four first-year players have started 
multiple games for the Badgers through the 
first 10 outings. That includes three in premium 
offensive positions. 

Seven more players have made their first 
career starts after not having one on their UW 
resume coming into the season. That includes 
five individuals on one of the stingiest defenses 
in the nation. 

The fact that more than 50-man games will 
be lost due to injuries to Wisconsin starters 
would also seem to open the door to other 
unsung candidates. 

The element of surprise becomes even more 
pronounced when you know the Badgers began 
the season unranked, yet find themselves in the 
hunt for the Big Ten Conference title and one of 
four berths in the College Football Playoff. 

But UW coach Paul Chryst seemed reluctant 
to participate in the exercise. 

“You see the progress,” he said of his play- 
ers, “so nothing they’re doing is out of body or 
makes you go ‘That's surprising.” 

Junior outside linebacker T.J. Watt also 
steered clear of the topic. 

“What's been more of a surprise, but not 
really a surprise, is just how many guys have 
stepped up due to injuries or just in general,” 
he said. “You can never have enough depth 


at this level, especially with the schedule that 
we've been going through.” 

In the process of playing five opponents 
ranked in the top 10, the sixth-ranked Bad- 
gers (8-2 overall, 5-2 in the Big Ten) have lost 
three front-liners for the season: junior inside 
linebacker Jack Cichy (shoulder), junior kicker 
Rafael Gaglianone (back) and sophomore inside 
linebacker Chris Orr (knee). 

Two other linebackers, senior outsider Vince 
Biegel and sophomore insider T.J. Edwards, 
have also missed time due to injuries. 

Same goes for sophomore nose tackle Olive 
Sagapolu, whose hand injury will cause him to 
miss at least five games. 

With all those voids and so many new faces, 
surely there have been guys who caught their 
UW teammates by surprise. 

Junior center Michael Deiter and senior tail- 
back Dare Ogunbowale offered David Edwards, 
a redshirt freshman who has emerged as the 
starter at right tackle. 

This is the same Edwards who played quar- 
terback, defensive end and outside linebacker 
at Downers Grove (Illinois) North High School 
and was initially tabbed as a tight end at UW. 

“To go from tight end to tackle in the sum- 
mer, that’s not easy to do,” Deiter said. “But 
he’s handled the transition well, he’s starting 
and he’s doing a good job.” 

Edwards, listed at 6-foot-7 and 285 pounds 
prior to the start of the season, has started the 
last three games for the Badgers. He’s helped 
stabilize a very young line that currently starts 
three sophomores, two freshmen and one 
junior. 

“He’s been doing an outstanding job, 
whether that’s in the run game or (pass) pro- 
tection,” Ogunbowale said of Edwards. “The 
way he’s kind of commanded it and learned the 
playbook very well, he just made it his own to 
be successful at the position. It’s very exciting 
to see.” 

Senior quarterback Bart Houston identified 
true freshman wide receiver Quintez Cephus, 
the former standout basketball player from Ma- 
con, Georgia, whose moxie and athleticism got 


everyone’s attention starting in preseason camp. 


“When he came in, literally we’d tell him, 
‘OK, on this fade route I’m just going to throw 
it up and you go grab the rebound,” Houston 
said with a smile. “Now he tells us to throw it 
up and he'll go get it.” 

Cephus has but two receptions — one was 
a 57-yarder vs. Iowa that set up a critical sec- 
ond-half touchdown — but he’s earned enough 
trust from UW wide receivers coach Ted Gilm- 
ore to start three games. 

Senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton can un- 
derstand if UW fans think junior safety D’Cota 
Dixon should be on the list of surprises. In his 
first season as a starter, Dixon leads the club 
with four interceptions and is fifth in tackles 
with 43. 

“You can make a case that D’Cota’s been a 
big surprise, but that’s not a shock to anybody 
in the defensive back (meeting) room,” Shelton 
said. “He does that every day in practice. He 
does that in the weight room as far as being a 
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leader. 

“T don’t see it as a surprise.” 

Chryst said sophomore inside linebacker 
Ryan Connelly has made the most of his extra 
work following injuries to Orr and Cichy. 
Connelly has 37 tackles — 4.5 for losses — and 
an interception. 

“In some ways you're always surprised be- 
cause you don’t know what to expect,” Chryst 
said. “I didn’t think that Ryan Connelly would 
get as much opportunities to show it.” 

Junior wide receiver Jazz Peavy said his 
surprise performer is Watt, who leads UW in 
quarterback sacks with seven and tackles for 
loss with 10.5. Watt came to Madison as a tight 
end out of Pewaukee, Wisconsin, but battled 
through knee injuries in 2014 and adjusted to 
the position change last season. 

“T wouldn’t say I’m surprised by his skill 
level of anything, but T.J. has been a big sur- 
prise to me,” Peavy said. “I feel it’s awesome to 
see him perform at the level he is this year after 
the injuries he had early on in his career.” 

Watt said the Badgers have been a surprise 
unto themselves. 

“As a whole, I'd say the surprise is how 
we've responded to adversity just because 
we've gone through a lot,” he said. “Being able 
to bounce back week in and week out and not 
get complacent after a couple victories or get 
down on ourselves after a couple losses. 

“You kind of know your identity going into 
fall camp and it gets tested. We’ve passed a 
couple of those tests and I’m really proud of 
this group.” 


Putting team first 
produces MVP efforts 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 16, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — T.J. Watt didn’t feel 
comfortable with the line of questioning. You 
could just tell. 

“Honestly,” he said with some hesitation, 
“Tm not going to put anyone ...” 

He didn’t finish his thought. He didn’t have 
to. You could read his mind. 

Watt wasn’t going to put anyone ... ahead of 
anyone else. 

“T think we’re all candidates,” he said. 

Candidates for MVP on defense. 

Obasih. Sheehy. James. 

Watt. Biegel. Edwards. Connelly. 

Shelton. Tindal. Musso. Dixon. 

For starters, let’s go with that list. 

So, who would Watt pick? 

That's how it was initially phrased to Wis- 
consin’s outside linebacker. 

“T don’t think there is one MVP on this 
team,” he insisted. 

It’s hard to argue with his logic. Especially 
since Jack Cichy is the second-leading tackler. 

That makes him a candidate, right? 

Cichy hasn’t played in three games. He has 
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been lost for the season with an injury. 

But he has just one fewer tackle than Ed- 
wards, the team leader in that department. 

“Tt doesn’t matter who’s on the field when 
you see the production week-in and week-out 
no matter who’s out there,” Watt said. “We're 
just so confident in each other, so confident in 
ourselves. We really don’t care about all the 
accolades. 

“Anytime you have a group of guys who are 
selfless in trying to obtain a goal, it’s special. 
And it’s hard in Big Ten football, when you're 
on a big stage like this, it’s hard not to get self- 
ish and have guys talking about taking the next 
step (the NFL), all this and that type of stuff. 

“But we're not focused on who’s making the 
plays. We’re happy when people make them. 
No one is unhappy when someone makes a 
play and it’s not them. You can’t worry about 
all the awards. You can’t be selfish when you're 
trying to win games.” 

What about Watt? Watt for MVP? He would 
be humbled, he admitted, to be so honored. 

“At the same time, I would have to defer 
to my team,” he said of the defense, “Because 
nothing is possible without the 11 guys out 
there; 11-plus on defense because we rotate 
guys in all the time.” 

Garret Dooley, who has started two games, 
has gotten meaningful reps at outside line- 
backer. So has Leon Jacobs at inside linebacker. 
So has cornerback Lubern Figaro in the nickel 
package. 

Dooley got his opportunity when Biegel 
went down. Jacobs has been playing more since 
the Cichy injury. Figaro moved up on the depth 
chart after Natrell Jamerson broke his leg. 

“Tt doesn’t matter who we lose,” Watt said, 
“we're going to keep playing like we have all 
year.” 

Watt has been playing with a shoulder inju- 
ry. It recently flared up at Northwestern. 

“That was pretty dang painful,” he said. 

A couple of times, he had to take himself out 
of the game. But he finished what he started. 

“It’s something you have to deal with,” said 
Watt. “You have to know the difference between 
playing with an injury and something that is 
seriously wrong with you. If it’s something I 
can play through and it’s not going to get any 
worse, that’s the encouragement that allows me 
to keep going. 

“Obviously, I’m not going to make any 
excuses, but my shoulder felt 1,000 times better 
this week against Illinois. I did everything 
in practice last week. But I was getting more 
rehab, which comes along with an injury, and I 
was just being really smart with my body.” 

Watt was grateful to the training staff and 
coaches for monitoring his practice reps. 

“T’m real excited for how my body is feeling 
right now,” he said. 

That’s important to Watt so he can “play my 
brand football.” 

Tailback Dare Ogunbowale can relate to 
what Watt has been going through the last two 
weeks. 

At Northwestern, he also struggled with an 
injury and was less than 100 percent. 


“There are a bunch of challenges,” he said 
of playing a contact sport, “and injuries would 
definitely be one of them. You're an athlete so 
your body is what you're using. If you feel like 
your body is not at full-go, it can kind of throw 
you off a little bit mentally. 

“Once you feel healthy, you can definitely 
notice that, too. I was feeling a lot better against 
Illinois. I was able to make things work a little 
better. I wouldn’t say that I felt faster or felt any 
better. But I was able to win some one-on-ones. 
I was just feeling healthier.” 

Ogunbowale had seven carries for 103 yards 
in Wisconsin’s 48-3 win over Illinois. He has 
meant so much to this team in so many areas, 
how about Ogunbowale for MVP? Ogun- 
bowale, like Watt, indicated that he would be 
humbled. 

“That would be great if someone felt that 
way about me,” he said. 

But only if the insiders felt that way, not so 
much the outsiders. 

“Hopefully,” he said, “a teammate feels that 
way, because that’s the only reason I do it.” 

Watt, for one, feels that way about Ogun- 
bowale, a fifth-year senior from Milwaukee. 

“Dare brings us together,” he said. “It seems 
whenever a play needs to be made, he makes 
it.” 

Watt believes Ogunbowale has been the 
perfect complement to tailback Corey Clement. 
In this context, he also made reference to “those 
big dogs up front” who have been opening the 
holes. 

In particular, Watt mentioned left tackle 
Ryan Ramczyk because “I go against him on a 
daily basis.” 

And... 

“That guy is a tank,” Watt said. “One of the 
better tackles I’ve gone against in my entire 
life.” 

That speaks volumes for Ramczyk, who was 
playing at UW-Stevens Point just two years ago. 

“He doesn’t talk much,” Watt added, “but 
he lets his play do the talking.” 

Ramczyk would be a candidate for MVP on 
offense. So would center-guard Michael Deiter. 
“We'll meet together for pass protection 

aspects of our position,” Ogunbowale said 

of Deiter, “and he kind of tells me what I’m 
looking for and it makes my job a lot easier. He 
has taught me things that I didn’t know. He’s 
very smart in that regard and he’s growing a lot 
as a player.” 

There have been many others who have 
impacted the offense. 

“Coach (Paul) Chryst talks about situational 
offense,” Ogunbowale pointed out. 

And it may apply to the potential for multi- 
ple MVPs. 

“T would just have to say there have been 
different people in different situations,” Ogun- 
bowale reasoned. “Jazz (Peavy) has come up 
real big for us. Also Troy (Fumagalli). People 
have kind of forgotten about him, I guess, 
because he hasn’t been making a lot of catches 
lately. 

“But in the run game, he has been playing 
lights-out.” 
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Clement has rushed for over 100 yards in 
four of the last five games. He has been invalu- 
able. 

Ogunbowale also threw the two quarter- 
backs, Alex Hornibrook and Bart Houston, into 
the mix. 

“With the situations that they’ve been in,” 
he said, “going back and forth (from playing to 
not playing) and being able to come into games 
and make plays for us has been huge.” 

Making plays when the Badgers need them. 
Like all of those other MVP candidates. 


Depth, determination 
help Badgers flourish 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 18, 2016 


West Lafayette, Ind. — They are two victo- 
ries from playing in the Big Ten title game for 
the fourth time in the six-year history of the 
event. 

They are No. 7 in the College Football Play- 
off rankings, with a legitimate chance to crack 
the final four. 

Unranked to start the season and undeterred 
by injuries to several key players, the Wisconsin 
Badgers are one of the more remarkable stories 
of the 2016 season. 

Good luck selecting the team’s most valu- 
able player. 

The list of worthy candidates would be, 
well, just start with the two-deep. 

“It’s probably going to be 20-plus I would 
say,” redshirt junior wide receiver Jazz Peavy 
said. “I feel like a lot of guys have shown they 
can be leaders on this team.” 

As a result, UW (8-2, 5-2 Big Ten) is closing 
in on its second West Division title in three sea- 
sons. The Badgers will advance to the title game 
on Dec. 3 in Indianapolis with victories over 
Purdue (3-7, 1-6) on Saturday and Minnesota 
(7-3, 4-3) on Nov. 26. 

The list of players who have helped UW 
reach this point in Paul Chryst’s second season 
as head coach is lengthy but here are a few. 

Start with redshirt sophomore linebacker 
Ryan Connelly, who stepped up in the opener 
against LSU. 

With T.J. Edwards (foot) out that day, Chris 
Orr joined Jack Cichy to form the starting inside 
duo. 

When Orr suffered a season-ending knee 
injury on UW's first play on defense, Connelly 
came in and recorded seven tackles. His tackle 
of Leonard Fournette on a third-down screen 
play helped UW win the game. 

Redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook has 
thrown as many interceptions as touchdowns, 
but his play saved UW from suffering an upset 
at the hands of Georgia State. And his perfor- 
mance on third down in the Big Ten opener at 
Michigan State contributed significantly to the 
30-6 victory. 

UW’s secondary, particularly the safety 
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position, was an unknown area entering the 
season. 

Yet safeties D’Cota Dixon and Leo Musso 
have combined to make big plays throughout 
the season, including seven interceptions. 

Dixon secured the victory over LSU with a 
diving interception, and then at Michigan State 
he delivered the hit that resulted in Musso’s 66- 
yard fumble return for a touchdown. That play 
broke up a close game. 

“T’d probably say every person on defense 
first,” redshirt senior tailback Dare Ogunbowale 
said when asked about a list of MVP candi- 
dates. “And there’s a couple guys on offense 
you could throw in there.” 

Ogunbowale could be on the list. 

Corey Clement (928 yards, 10 touchdowns) 
is running hard and rising, but Ogunbowale 
was fabulous against Nebraska and scored the 
game-winning touchdown in overtime. 

The Badgers would be a long shot to reach 
the Big Ten title game if they lost that night to 
Nebraska. 

“T thnk that is something that is so spe- 
cial about this team, because it literally takes 
everyone to win these games,” Edwards said. 
“Tt is awesome to look back and see that it is a 
different guy each week.” 

UW enters the weekend tied for third 
nationally in scoring defense (12.7 ppg.) and 
eighth in total defense (292.5 ypg.). 

That unit has flourished despite the loss of 
Orr in the opener, Cichy at lowa and nose tack- 
le Olive Sagapolu against Ohio State. 

“T think you see there isn’t a specific MVP 
because the production doesn’t fall off no 
matter who is in the game,” linebacker T.J. Watt 
said. “We're going to put in the work, week in 
and week out, no matter who is in there, and 
we're going to have confidence in anybody who 
is out there.” 

That includes junior defensive lineman 
Conor Sheehy, who started the season at end 
but has anchored the front at nose tackle for the 
last four games with Sagapolu out. 

And what about fifth-year senior Bart Hous- 
ton? He was named the starting quarterback 
after a solid camp but lost the job to Hornibrook 
after three games. 

Houston then sat on the bench for the first 
three Big Ten games but has since come on in 
relief in each of the last four games as Chryst 
has tried to squeeze all he can out of that 
position. 

Houston has shown his teammates how to 
handle the disappointment of losing a starting 
spot. He was ready when called upon by Chryst 
and made big plays against lowa and North- 
western. 

“What I've really enjoyed about this team 
is that it has taken so many guys,” Chryst said. 
“Football — this is a biased opinion — but I 
think it is the greatest team sport. 

“And we've needed a bunch of guys. That 
makes a team.” 


KEY GAMES 


Resilient in its 
response, defense 
delivers a memorable 
victory over Nebraska 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 29, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — At first, D’Cota Dixon 
scoffed at the notion that the Wisconsin defense 
turned in its best performance of the season 
Saturday night. 

The junior free safety rattled off a few items 
of personal distress that cropped up during a 
landmark 23-17 Big Ten Conference overtime 
triumph over Nebraska at Camp Randall 
Stadium. 

Too many mistakes made. Too many mo- 
mentum swings endured. Too many opportuni- 
ties squandered. 

But the more Dixon spoke, the more he 
seemed to warm to the notion that there was in- 
deed something special about the way the UW 
defense performed against the seventh-ranked 
and previously unbeaten Cornhuskers. 

“T think it’s the best we we’ve responded 
thus far to adversity,” he said. 

In their fifth encounter with a top-10 op- 
ponent this season, the Badgers needed a late 
fourth-quarter defensive stop to preserve a tie 
and then a series of clutch plays to prevail in 
overtime to maintain custody of the Freedom 
Trophy. 

Eleventh-ranked UW (6-2 overall, 3-2 in 
the Big Ten) needed its defense to bail out 
senior kicker Andrew Endicott, who missed a 
go-ahead field goal late in regulation and then 
an extra point in OT, and an offense that never 
really found a rhythm. 

“T don’t think they should have been in it 
from the get-go,” Dixon said of the Cornhusk- 
ers, “but I think we did a good job responding 
and I’m very proud of our team for responding 
the way we did.” 

The Badgers beat a top-10 team in the Asso- 
ciated Press poll for the third time this season 
— LSU and Michigan State were the others — 
which represents a first for the program. 

The last Big Ten program to record three 
top-10 wins during the regular season was 
Michigan in 2003. 

The UW defense intercepted two passes — by 
Dixon and senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton — 
and broke up a season-high 10 passes. Shelton 
had two breakups, as did junior cornerback 
Derrick Tindal. Dixon had one, which might 
have been the biggest of the night. 

On fourth-and goal from the 23 in overtime, 
Dixon knocked down a throw from Nebraska 
quarterback Tommy Armstrong intended for 
Stanley Morgan Jr. in the right corner of the end 
zone. 
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UW sophomore inside linebacker Ryan 
Connelly also had two pass breakups, which is 
significant given his profile this night. 

When standout junior linebacker and 
leading tackler Jack Cichy was ruled out for the 
season due to a torn pectoral muscle earlier this 
week, it meant more work for Connelly and 
junior Leon Jacobs. 

Look who led the Badgers in tackles: Con- 
nelly and Jacobs had 11 apiece. Connelly also 
had two tackles for loss, including a massive 
one in OT. UW players speak casually about 
their next-man-in mantra, but there’s a lot that 
goes into it. 

“That's just preparation and hard work that 
we all put in,” Shelton said. “It’s a crazy thing 
to see, though. Somebody like Cichy going out 
for the season and guys like Leon and Connelly 
both being able to step in. 

“There was no drop-off. It’s always exciting 
to see guys like that step in and make plays.” 

Dixon said it’s one of the traits that defines 
the Badgers. 

“It’s easier said than done and that’s what 
makes our team so special,” he said. “It’s a lot 
easier said than done and | don’t think most 
team have that. I don’t think they have that type 
of chemistry, that type of trust.” 

Connelly was steady throughout, his sig- 
nature moment coming in overtime when he 
shot through a gap and crushed tailback Terrell 
Newby for a 1-yard loss on second-and-goal 
from the 22. 

“They had run that play probably three 
or four times throughout the course of the 
game and I had been getting in trouble for not 
running through my gap and filling my gap,” 
Connelly said. “I was able to recognize it on the 
overtime play, shoot in and it worked out.” 

In terms of clutch, the moment had the same 
feel as the season opener vs. LSU when, while 
replacing injured sophomore starter Chris Orr, 
Connelly sniffed out a screen play and caught 
high-profile tailback Leonard Fournette just 
as he was shifting gears. The fourth-quarter 
sequence was huge for the Badgers in their 16- 
14 victory. 

“To an extent it’s easier said than done,” 
Connelly said of the next-man-in model, “but 
at the same time (linebackers) Coach (Justin) 
Wilcox does a great job of just simplifying it 
to like, ‘If you do your job you don’t have to 
worry about anything else.” 

Jacobs is another good story, having 
switched from defense to fullback and the back 
to defense this season. His approach to the 
added workload was simple. 

“Just do your job,” he said. 

UW led the Cornhuskers (7-1, 4-1) until 
kicker Drew Brown converted a 35-yard field 
goal, tying the game at 17-all with 5 minutes, 53 
seconds left in regulation. 

The Badgers answered with a drive that 
stalled at the Nebraska 26 and ended with an 
Endicott miss from 45 yards with 1:43 left. 

The Cornhuskers subsequently drove from 
their 27 to the 49, but the UW defense allowed 
them to go no further. 

In OT, the Badgers scored on their initial 
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possession when senior tailback Dare Ogun- 
bowale scored from 11 yards out, but Endicott 
pushed his PAT wide. 

Everything was left to the Wisconsin de- 
fense, a position its members relish. 

“We live for big-time situations like that,” 
Tindal said of overtime. “We were looking 
forward to it. 

“That's what our defense is built around — 
players making plays.” 

Nebraska was 9-for-18 converting third 
downs on the night, but it wouldn’t get one in 
OT. 

“Just another opportunity for our defense to 
show what we're made of,” Connelly said. 

The last four meetings in this series have 
been doozies, especially for Badgers fans. 

UW had two 200-yard rushers — tailbacks 
Montee Ball and Melvin Gordon - during a 70- 
31 victory in the Big Ten title in 2012. 

That gave way to a 2014 meeting in which 
Gordon set a then-FBS record with 408 rushing 
yards. 

That gave way to last season when Wis- 
consin got a last-second field goal from kicker 
Rafael Gaglianone to prevail 23-21. 

Now this. 

Jacobs said the overtime victory was “the 
most resilient” of the season. 

Shelton was in agreement. 

“We showed tonight that whatever position 
we're put in, no matter what, we're going to 
keep fighting,” he said. 


Defense answers own 
question in ‘gritty’ win 
over Iowa 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 23, 2016 


IOWA CITY, lowa — Jack Cichy was wear- 
ing one. So was Corey Clement. 

Many Wisconsin players were wearing a red 
Under Armour t-shirt here Saturday. 

Got grit? That was on the front of the shirt. 

Truth is, it was less of a question and more 
of a declaration. 

Got grit! Yep, they do. 

That was proven during a hard-fought 17-9 
win over Iowa. 

“Tt’s what Wisconsin is all about,” said 
Cichy, whose left arm was ina sling. “We have 
to have that chip on our shoulder. We have to 
come into these types of games and win. 

“These are four-quarter fistfights,” he said 
with his eyes widening. “These are the games 
that we kind of live for. That’s where the gritti- 
ness comes out.” 

Cichy was injured making a tackle on the 
sideline late in the first half. 

But he still came out and played well into 
the fourth quarter. 

“T played as best I could until Coach took 
me out, which I understood, it was for the 


betterment of the team,” he said. “It was better 
having Ryan (Connelly) in there with two arms 
than me with one.” 

Cichy still ended up as Wisconsin's leading 
tackler with 10. But Connelly finished the game 
at inside linebacker for Cichy — just like he had 
done in the season opener for the injured Chris 
Orr. 

“That's the grit — that next-man-up men- 
tality,” said defensive lineman Alec James. “In 
every game, we're going to have adversity and 
we have to be ready to face it, no matter what.” 

The Badgers traveled to Iowa City without 
starting nose guard Olive Sagapolu, who was 
injured against Ohio State. Conor Sheehy shift- 
ed over from defensive end to replace Sagapolu. 

Sheehy, who has previous playing experi- 
ence at the nose position, shared reps with true 
freshman Garrett Rand when the Badgers were 
in their base defense against the Hawkeyes. 

“It’s not something that you want to hap- 
pen,” cornerback Sojourn Shelton said of the 
injuries. “But, overall, as a team and a defense, 
we have prepared for situations like that. 

“If you're a two-deep guy (on the depth 
chart), or even a three-deep guy, you're focused, 
prepared and ready if something does happen 
and you have to be inserted (into the lineup). 

“When you see that t-shirt — ‘Got grit?’ 

— that’s grit putting the injury to the side and 
still being able to focus,” Shelton said of Cichy. 
“He'd do anything for this team and that’s an 
example of it.” 

Shelton was also an example of grit. When 
cornerback Derrick Tindall was injured in the 
first half, Shelton took over as the “slot” corner 
in Wisconsin’s nickel package. 

The next man up, the third corner in this 
defensive scheme, was Titus Booker, a sel- 
dom-used redshirt freshman. Booker played 
opposite Lubern Figaro, who then replaced 
Tindall in the base. 

Got grit! 

“Tt’s confidence, it’s belief,” said Shelton, 
offering his own definition of the words. “There 
were some up and down situations today. It 
was a heavyweight fight — swinging back and 
forth. 

“When you're put into situations where 
somebody has to make a play, do you have that 
grit in you? Can you put the pressure aside and 
focus on the task ahead?” 

A week earlier, lowa rushed for 365 yards 
at Purdue. Akrum Wadley had 170. LeShun 
Daniels had 156. Combined, they have been 
averaging nearly 170 rushing yards per game 
this season. 

On Saturday, the Badgers shut down Wad- 
ley, shut down Daniels, shut down the run. The 
Hawkeyes rushed for 83 yards on 27 carries. 
Wadley had 44. Daniels had 35. 

“We made sure we took that away and made 
them one-dimensional,” said UW defensive end 
Chikwe Obasih. “We were kind of mad about 
last year and the amount of yards they got.” 

In 2015, lowa won a 10-6 slugfest in Madi- 
son. Jordan Canzeri rushed for 125 yards. 

“The first thing you obviously want to do is 
stop the run,” James said. “And we did that.” 
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lowa’s longest run was 12 yards. That put 
more pressure on quarterback C.J. Beathard to 
make plays through the air. Beathard complet- 
ed just 17 of 33 passes for 153 yards. 

“Every week, no matter the opponent, our 
goal is to make them one-dimensional,” said 
outside linebacker T.J. Watt, who had five tack- 
les and 1.5 sacks. 

“We say it time and time again, you have 
to win early downs and then you let the dogs 
loose on third down. You saw it at the end 
when we kind of cut it loose a little more.” 

Might be another t-shirt: Let the dogs loose. 

Of Iowa’s 12 possessions, the Hawks gained 
20 or fewer yards on nine of them. 

The Badgers forced five “three-and-outs.” 

“No matter the circumstance, we're going to 
get after you,” Watt said. “We're always saying, 
‘Let the dogs loose.’ That’s imposing your will 
on the opponent and kind of wearing them 
down.” 

After a two-game absence, outside lineback- 
er Vince Biegel was grateful to be back in action. 
“Tt felt really good to be out there playing 
with the boys again,” said Biegel, who missed 
the Michigan and Ohio State games after foot 

surgery. “I felt a little rusty with the foot. 

“Coach Tibs (Tim Tibesar) wanted to take 
some reps off my foot and we had a great ro- 
tation with Garret (Dooley) and T.J. (Watt). We 
were able to keep fresh guys on the field.” 

Looking down at his foot, Biegel said, “This 
is 23 days after surgery.” 

Got grit! 

“T feel like we’ve got some gritty guys on 
this team and I’m proud to be with them — 
battling with these guys,” Biegel said. “We had 
a lot of guys stepping up.” 

That was addressed by Watt. 

“Everyone prepares like they’re the starter 
each week,” he said. “They’re getting mean- 
ingful reps and that’s really important. We just 
have so much confidence in everyone on this 
team. 

“There’s no, ‘Oh, crap, wish he were here’ 
type of deal. It’s the next man up, ‘Let’s go, we 
all have confidence in you.” 

Yet another t-shirt possibility: A circle with a 
diagonal through Oh, crap, wish he were here. 

“Tjust love this team,” Watt said, “and I love 
competing with these players each week.” 

One of the smallest players on the defense, 
senior safety Leo Musso, conducted a five-min- 
ute postgame radio interview while holding the 
Heartland Trophy, the reward for their grit, and 
maybe his. 

“We've got a bunch of resilient guys who 
don’t really care about the circumstances or 
whatever the situation is,” Musso said proudly. 
“They just go out and play.” 
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Round 1 goes to OSU .... 
Round 2? 


By Lee Barfknecht 
Omaha World-Herald 
Oct. 15, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Book it now. 

Rematch: Ohio State vs. Wisconsin, Dec. 3 in 
Indianapolis for the Big Ten championship. 

That’s how good the titanic tilt between 
the No. 2 Buckeyes and the No. 8 Badgers was 
Saturday night, which ended with OSU quarter- 
back J.T. Barrett throwing a 7-yard touchdown 
pass to split end Noah Brown in overtime for a 
30-23 victory. 

Play it again, Jim Delany. 

Hold on! I hear the objections already from 
Nebraska, which leads the West at 3-0, and 
Iowa, which is second at 3-1. Wisconsin is only 
1-2. Michigan, tied at 3-0 in the East with Ohio 
State, also wants to object. 

(Hey, NU quarterback Tommy Armstrong, 
I saw your tweet about disrespect keying the 
Nebraska season. I love it. Bang the drum 
long and loud that the Huskers are back in the 
conversation.) 

But from what I’ve seen from all the teams 
in contention, in person and on DVR, I believe 
Ohio State (6-0, 3-0) and Wisconsin (4-2, 1-2) 

— with seven-point losses to the Nos. 2 and 4 
teams nationally — are at a different level. 

The Badgers have zero room for error. Most 
folks agree 7-2 will win the West. With Iowa 
and Nebraska the next two weeks, the Badgers 
could get a flying start at claiming the West 
with those two victories and hold potential 
tiebreakers over the Hawkeyes and Huskers. 

I liked UW from the start after top-10 wins 
over LSU and Michigan State, and have added 
to my fondness after seeing its previously 
sleep-walking offense bolt to life. 

Gaining 450 yards against an Ohio State de- 
fense that had been allowing 246 was dazzling. 

Oft-injured Badger tailback Corey Clement 
showed his form from two years ago, racing 
for 164 yards on 25 carries. The touchdown he 
scored in the second quarter from 9 yards out 
that was nullified by a penalty loomed large. 

Redshirt freshman quarterback Alex Horni- 
brook also earned more stripes, especially after 
a rugged day at Michigan. 

The lefty completed 16 of 28 passes for 214 
yards and a touchdown. He proved on UW’s 
first play from scrimmage that he was locked 
in, completing a 28-yard pass to tight end Troy 
Fumagalli. 

The first half was proof that Wisconsin 
knows what to do with an open date. 

The Badgers offense — ranked 106th na- 
tionally at 360.2 yards — showed signs of life 
previously unseen. They churned out 313 yards 
in the first 30 minutes. 

UW, which entered the game ranked 97th in 
scrimmage plays of 10 yards or more, produced 
10 such gains in the first half — runs of 12, 12, 
68, 28 and 15 yards, and passes of 28, 24, 30, 15 


and 18 yards. It added two more in the second 
half. 

Wisconsin burned Ohio State repeatedly on 
the jet sweep with wide receiver Jazz Peavy, 
who carried five times for 67 yards in the first 
half and was on the verge of breaking two for 
far-longer gains. 

Hornibrook’s early 28-yard pass was the key 
play in a field-goal drive, then Clement burst 68 
yards to key a 95-yard touchdown drive in four 
plays on the next possession for a 10-0 lead. The 
deficit was Ohio State’s largest of the season, 
and marked just the third time it had trailed in 
six games. 

The Buckeyes countered with field goals of 
25 and 40 yards to close to 10-6. 

But two drives late in the second quarter 
will haunt Wisconsin. The Badgers got to 
first-and-goal at the 10 and first-and-goal at the 
5, but settled for field goals on both for a 16-6 
halftime lead. 

Then Ohio State dialed up the J.T. Barrett 
Show. 

The senior Heisman Trophy candidate, after 
halftime, completed 11 of 15 passes for 145 
yards and a touchdown and ran for 54 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Time after time, Barrett escaped Wisconsin’s 
heavy pass rush and pursuit to extend and 
make plays. Early in the fourth quarter, on a 
third-and-6 from the eight, Barrett eluded a 
blitzing linebacker with a clear shot and scram- 
bled for the touchdown, giving OSU its first 
lead at 20-16. 

Then after Wisconsin regained the lead 
at 23-20, Barrett lofted a perfect 43-yard pass 
down the sideline to set up the tying field goal 
with 3:57 to play. 

“This one is tough,” Wisconsin coach Paul 
Chryst said. “We didn’t come in here hoping to 
keep it close. I asked all our guys Friday night 
to lay it all out there.” 

The Badgers, despite the loss, might get a 
chance to try again. 


Close doesn’t count 
inside Badgers’ locker 
room 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 15, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Hands on hips and a 
look of anguish on his face, Wisconsin football 
coach Paul Chryst waited for his players to 
trudge into the solemn locker room late Satur- 
day night before he spoke. 

Once everyone was accounted for, the dou- 
ble doors closed and Chryst began the difficult 
task of putting agony in perspective. 

The eighth-ranked Badgers had just suffered 
a 30-23 overtime setback to second-rated Ohio 
State in a cruelly fascinating Big Ten Conference 
main event at Camp Randall Stadium. 

UW (4-2 overall, 1-2 in league play) came 
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into the game as double-digit underdogs and 
wound up matching the vaunted Buckeyes (6-0, 
3-0) in just about every way. 

But a familiar refrain came to life for the 
Badgers. Dating back to 2010, their last 13 regu- 
lar-season losses in Big Ten play have come by 
seven points or less. 

Chryst spoke in the same even tone, repeat- 
ing several points for emphasis as his players 
looked on forlornly. 

“T appreciate the hurt because it doesn’t hurt 
if you don’t put yourself out there, right?” he 
said. 

Chryst paused to look around the room. He 
told his players he was conflicted. 

“It’s a weird feeling for me right now to be 
quite honest with you because it stings,” he 
said. “It hurts. What could I have done better? 
And I know there’s how many other guys are 
feeling like that. 

“At the same time, I’m truly proud of this 
group and the way you played and the way you 
battled. The best part is you do it together.” 

The Buckeyes came into the contest allowing 
10.8 points and 244.6 total yards per game. They 
were the only Football Bowl Subdivision team 
that hadn’t allowed a rushing touchdown. 

But the Badgers rolled up 450 yards of total 
offense, churned out six explosive plays of 20 
yards or more, scored a rushing TD and led 
Ohio State entering the fourth quarter. 

“There are no moral victories,” Chryst told 
his team. “You guys are too damn good for that. 
I’m not painting that picture one bit.” UW has 
now played three consecutive top-10 oppo- 
nents. The stretch began with a 30-6 victory at 
then-eighth-ranked Michigan State on Sept. 24 
before a 14-7 setback at fourth-rated Michigan 
on Oct. 1. 

A bye week gave Chryst and his staff time 
to craft a novel game plan for the Buckeyes. 
The result was an even-steven stat sheet that 
suggested Wisconsin is much better than many 
give it credit. 

“It’s been two tough ones, right?” Chryst 
said of the back-to-back losses. “Two tough 
ones. All you ask as a coach is give us a chance 
to have a chance.” 

The setback mangled some prominent 
trends. The Badgers were 13-0 when leading at 
the half and 13-0 when having the upper hand 
in rushing yardage under Chryst. 

Senior tailback Corey Clement carried 25 
times for a season-high 166 yards, but UW lost 
for the first time when he topped 100 yards 
(9-1). Junior inside linebacker Jack Cichy said 
Chryst’s postgame speech reaffirmed what all 
the players were thinking. 

“Tt hurts,” Cichy said after setting a career 
high with 15 tackles, including 3.5 for loss. “It 
hurts because we care. That’s one of the things 
that makes this team so great is we pour it all 
out there and we leave it all out there. That’s 
what makes these games so fun.” 

Cichy said he listened to Chryst while 
thinking about plays he didn’t make. The 
Badgers had particular difficulty keeping Ohio 
State quarterback J.T. Barrett under control. 
Barrett rushed for 92 yards, passed for 226 and 
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accounted for three TDs. 

“We let a couple details get away from us 
here and there that we practiced all week,” 
Cichy said. “That’s kind of what cost us.” 

Senior strong safety D’Cota Dixon, who 
intercepted a pass in the end zone to thwart an 
Ohio State scoring drive and matched his career 
high with nine tackles, came to the locker room 
distraught. 

“Tl never forget this loss,” he said later. “It’s 
part of the game. It’s hard to accept. You can’t 
only thank God for the highs, but the lows as 
well.” 

Chryst told his players, many with their 
heads bowed, to be sure to reach out to their 
family and friends who came to see them play. 

“Tell them you love them,” he said. 

Chryst told his players to be safe as the 
headed into the rainy night and to take care of 
one another. 

“It’s the best feeling in the world walking on 
the field with you guys,” he said. 

Chryst said that when Sunday rolls around 
everyone should have their focus trained on 
a critical trip to lowa, not back-to-back gut 
punches. 

“You talk about something that can bring 
us together and be THE thing,” he said. “It’s a 
choice. We choose right now. This fuels us. 

“Own it and move forward.” 

Before Chryst left for his postgame press 
conference he hugged several players in the 
vicinity, including Cichy. 

“We're proud of how we played, but it’s not 
enough,” Cichy said. “We recognize that and 
we're not going to rest on our laurels. We know 
we have to be better.” 

Any concern that two close, draining losses 
will have a cumulative effect going forward? 
Cichy weighed the question carefully. 

“Tt will accumulate to us being stronger, 
being more resilient down the stretch,” he said. 
“That's what we're working towards.” 


Despite setbacks, 
defense delivers in 
slugfest with Michigan 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
October 2, 2016 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Wisconsin junior 
outside linebacker T.J. Watt was the picture of 
exhaustion and frustration as he slowly made 
his way up the team tunnel at Michigan Stadi- 
um early Saturday evening. 

There were tears in his eyes and each step 
seemed to produce a wince. At one point, Watt 
literally leaned on a teammate for support as 
they ducked into the solemn visitors’ locker 
room. 

“This is the first time where I actually came 
off the field and I had absolutely nothing left in 
the tank,” Watt said later. “That’s why it hurts 
so bad. I poured everything I had onto the field 


and it just sucks to not get the outcome you 
want.” 

Despite a valiant performance by their 
shorthanded defense, the eighth-ranked Bad- 
gers were left to chew on the bitter rind of a 
14-7 Big Ten Conference setback to fourth-rated 
Michigan. 

UW (4-1 overall, 1-1 in the Big Ten) spent the 
day making one uncharacteristic mistake after 
another. 

There were killer penalties and dropped 
passes. There were turnovers and missed tack- 
les. There were wasted opportunities. 

But the Badgers were in position to win in 
the fourth quarter — to become the first team 
since Miami (Fla.) in 1987 to knock off consec- 
utive top-10 foes on the road — because their 
defense did a lot of heavy lifting this day. 

The Wolverines (5-0, 2-0) came into the gray, 
dreary afternoon with a lethal, balanced offense 
that averaged 52 points a game and converted 
54 percent of its third downs. 

They were held 38 under that average and 
were 3-for-15 on third-down conversions. They 
also allowed four quarterback sacks and were 
1-for-3 on trips to the red zone. 

“We wanted to dictate the terms,” UW 
junior inside linebacker Jack Cichy said. “We 
were a little shaky at first, but once we got 
our sea legs I thought we were pretty good on 
dictating the terms.” 

A similar statement was made in the season 
opener when Wisconsin, then unranked, outdu- 
eled then-fifth-ranked LSU 16-14 in Green Bay. 

That message echoed last week when the 
Badgers handed defending Big Ten champion 
and then-eighth-rated Michigan State a 30-6 
loss in East Lansing. 

But in the first meeting between the schools 
since 2010, Michigan managed to land one 
extra blow. That came on a 46-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Wilton Speight to wide 
receiver Amara Darboh with 7 minutes, 56 
seconds left in the fourth quarter. 

Darboh beat UW junior cornerback Derrick 
Tindal off the line of scrimmage and ultimate- 
ly made a pretty catch over Tindal in the left 
corner of the end zone. 

“On the end (of the play) I could have fin- 
ished better,” Tindal said. “I missed the ball. 

“Great play by him. I expect myself to make 
those plays, though.” 

To their credit, Tindal and Cichy combined 
for a huge play in the third quarter. Cichy 
dove to get a hand on a pass by Speight and 
deflected the ball into the air. Tindal snagged 
it and returned the interception 46 yards to the 
Michigan 31. 

“Cich made a great play,” Tindal said. 
“Tipped it right to me and I just ran.” 

Five players later, redshirt freshman quar- 
terback Alex Hornibrook hit senior tailback 
Dare Ogunbowale on a 17-yard wheel route for 
a TD that pulled the Badgers even. 

The latest test for the UW defense came less 
than 48 hours after it was learned that senior 
outside linebacker Vince Biegel — a captain 
and arguably its best player —- underwent foot 
surgery and will be out indefinitely. 
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Biegel joins two other projected defensive 
starters — inside linebacker Chris Orr (knee) 
and cornerback Natrell Jamerson (foot) — on the 
sideline. 

“You miss a guy like that,” said Cichy, who 
led UW with 12 tackles. “He just brings some 
intangibles that you don’t really notice till 
they’re gone and he’s a great leader.” 

Junior Garret Dooley and redshirt freshman 
Zack Baun filled in admirably for Biegel. Dool- 
ey was credited with seven tackles and a sack. 
Baun had two tackles, including one shared 
stop for a loss. 

“We don’t know how this game would have 
unfolded had (Biegel) been here, but I think 
we did just fine with who we had,” Cichy said. 
“Baun and Dooley more than rose to the occa- 
sion. I’m pleased with how they played.” 

The loss continued one remarkable streak 
and abruptly ended another. 

It was the 12th consecutive time UW lost 
a Big Ten game by a touchdown or less. The 
streak goes back to 2010, during which time the 
Badgers have gone 37-12 in league games. 

Meanwhile, the program-record eight-game 
road winning streak is no more. 

To review, the Badgers trailed in six of the 
eight outings, prevailed by a touchdown or 
less in three of them and whipped a top-10 
opponent by 24 (eighth-rated Michigan State on 
Sept. 24). 

UW wona game when its leading rusher 
was an outside linebacker (Joe Schobert on a 
fake punt vs. Maryland in 2015) and one when 
its top ground gainer was a wide receiver (Alex 
Erickson vs. Illinois in ‘15). 

Wisconsin won a game when its backup 
quarterback came off the bench to throw two 
touchdown passes (Bart Houston vs. Illinois 
in ‘15) and when its quarterback made his first 
career start (Hornibrook vs. Michigan State). 

The Badgers prevailed in eight different 
states — Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Maryland, Mich- 
igan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey — and 
outscored opponents 135-70 in the first half. 

But Wisconsin had trouble getting out of its 
own way on offense, defense as well as special 
teams against Michigan. 

The Wolverines missed three field goals, but 
UW junior cornerback Lubern Figaro and senior 
strong safety Leo Musso dropped potential 
interceptions in the red zone that would have 
changed the tempo. 

There were multiple instances where Wis- 
consin defenders had Speight wrapped up for 
sack, but allowed him to make a last-second 
play. 

“We have lot to correct,” Cichy said. “We all 
have a lot of improvement to do and that starts 
with looking in the mirror.” 

Watt, who finished with 11 tackles, two 
tackles for loss and a sack, was asked if the tears 
were from fatigue or irritation. 

“Complete exhaustion,” he said. “I honestly 
could not give anything more. I threw my abso- 
lute heart into that game.” 

Keep in mind that Michigan ran 73 plays 
and had the ball for 35:41. 

Remember, too, that the Badgers had 14 
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possessions and 12 lasted five plays or less. 

That's a lot of time on the field for the UW 
defense. 

“As far as the effort I felt we put a lot out 
there and we played with a lot of heart,” Tindal 
said. 

“Tt sucks when you put some much into 
something — you work so hard in the offseason 
and throughout fall camp and throughout 
the week in preparation — and you can’t get it 
done,” Watt said. 

The Badgers have a bye week before hosting 
second-ranked Ohio State on Oct. 15. The time 
in between will be used wisely. 

“We'll get it corrected,” Watt said. “I have 
complete faith in this team as a whole and de- 
fensively as well. If there’s anyone who’s up for 
this challenge, it’s me and this team.” 


Seizing opportunity 
will be rallying cry for 
offense 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
October 2, 2016 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — One by one, they 
faced the music in a deathly quiet locker room; 
an unfamiliar oxymoron for a 4-1 team that has 
already surpassed most expectations, save their 
own. 

“We'll watch the film and we'll be able to 
learn from it,” said tailback Dare Ogunbowale. 

“There are things we have to grow with — 
big-time,” said center Michael Deiter. 

“We can build on putting together and fin- 
ishing drives,” said wide receiver Jazz Peavy. 

“We can’t let this define our season,” said 
tailback Corey Clement. 

“We have to lower our pads and try to grind 
it out,” said center Brett Connors. 

“There were a lot of different things we 
could do better,” said quarterback Alex Horn- 
ibrook. 

All six players were obviously speak- 
ing for a sputtering Wisconsin offense that 
managed only 159 yards of total offense, 71 
on the ground, in a 14-7 loss to Michigan here 
Saturday. 

Whereas the Badgers had two seniors in 
their “21” personnel package (two running 
backs, one tight end), the Wolverines started 
the game with 10 seniors and Jabrill Peppers on 
defense. 

The do-it-all Peppers is as good as gone 
when the NFL draft rolls around. He is as good 
as advertised, too, though he didn’t disrupt 
things to the degree that he has against lesser 
foes. 

Nobody in the losing locker room wanted 
to hear about how the lack of experience and 
physical maturity factored into the outcome, 
especially on the line of scrimmage. But when 
matched against such a veteran D-line — three 
of Michigan’s four starters were fifth-year se- 


niors — it was apparent that Wisconsin’s green 
but growing O-line still needs more seasoning. 

“T definitely think there’s a lot to learn,” 
said Connors, who was making only his second 
career start. “When we watch film, there will 
probably be a good amount of coaching points.” 

In their three heavyweight matches, the Bad- 
gers have averaged 3.2 yards per carry against 
LSU (42 carries for 134 yards), 3.0 against Michi- 
gan State (41 for 122) and 2.5 against Michigan 
(28 for 71). 

“We have to be able to run the ball, obvi- 
ously,” said Deiter, whose 18 career starts are 
five more than anybody else has up front. Beau 
Benzschawel has 13. Both are redshirt sopho- 
mores. 

Deiter went on to say the lack of a running 
game “is putting us in passing situations and 
letting the defense heat up blitzes, it’s getting 
the quarterback hit. That’s never good.” 

Hornibrook, who was making his second 
career start, was particularly tough on himself 
after getting picked off three times. He complet- 
ed 9 of 25 passes for 88 yards and was sacked 
twice. 

“Personally, there were a lot of opportuni- 
ties that I didn’t take advantage of,” he said, 
alluding to missing a couple of open receivers. 
“T just didn’t get into a rhythm. I didn’t feel 
great.” 

The Badgers have been opportunistic in one 
sense: they’ve taken advantage of short fields. 

Against LSU, they had scoring drives of 24, 
15, 58 and 48 yards. 

Against Michigan State, they had scoring 
drives of 65, 28, 54 and 5 yards. 

Their only scoring drive against Michigan 
covered 31 yards after a Derrick Tindal inter- 
ception. 

Hornibrook made two gorgeous passes: 5 
yards to tight end Troy Fumagalli for a first 
down on third-and-3 and 17 yards to Ogunbow- 
ale for the touchdown on second-and-8. 

“He (Ogunbowale) was just one-on-one 
(with Michigan linebacker Ben Gedeon),” Horn- 
ibrook said. “I put it up to him and he made a 
play.” 

But they couldn’t string together enough 
first downs (8 for the game) to sustain drives. 
And they couldn’t convert on third down. They 
were 4-of-15. (Michigan’s first four opponents 
were 6-of-50.) 

“There were more than a couple of chances 
to keep drives going and throws that could 
have been made, plays that could have been 
made,” Hornibrook said. “I'll take the blame 
for that. 

“There were a couple of plays that we felt 
good about going in. And we had a couple of 
them called and we just couldn’t execute on 
them. I put that on myself, too. 

“When we’re down, when we have our 
backs against the wall (as an offense), we have 
to be able to bounce back and make some of 
those plays, starting with myself and all the 
other guys.” 

What are some of the things that the offen- 
sive players can take from this loss? 

“Every play counts,” Connors said, “because 
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the game goes by quick.” 

“That we have to be better,” Deiter said. 
“What we did today wasn’t good enough.” 

“There’s always room for growth for every- 
body,” Peavy said. “Especially in a loss.” 

In the next breath, he added, “We'll figure it 
out, we'll work it out.” 

Good time for a bye? 

“Good time for a bye,” he repeated softly. 

Everybody was in agreement. 

“Tt will be good to take a step back, watch 
this game and figure out what we’ve got to 
do,” Deiter said. “We need a week to work on 
getting better and then go on and play someone 
else.” 

That someone would be Ohio State on Oct. 
15 at Camp Randall Stadium. 

“We need to take a step back and take a look 
at this game and the things that we can improve 
on,” Fumagalli said. “It’s good we have this 
next week to regroup and then get ready for 
Ohio State.” 

One by one, they complimented the defense 
for giving them a chance to beat Michigan. 

“They did a great job,” Ogunbowale said. 
“They did what we would ask them to do.” 

“They played extremely well,” Peavy said. 
“They kept us in the game.” 

They forced Michigan to settle for field 
goals; Kenny Allen missed two, Ryan Tice 
missed one. 

“In a road game like this, playing through 
adversity, you still give yourself a chance to 
win the game,” Deiter said. “And that’s always 
something you can take a valuable lesson 
from.” 

Michigan had scored 45 or more points in 
four straight games for the first time since 1947. 
But the UW defense showed mettle, minus 
Vince Biegel. The Wolverines were 3-of-15 on 
third downs. 

“Our defense battled and battled and 
battled,” said Fumagalli. “I wish we could have 
given them a little bit of the spark back. But that 
was the story of the game. They battled for us.” 

Fumagalli then sounded the rallying cry for 
the Badgers after going 2-1 against the Top 10. 

“We know we can play teams at this level,” 
he said. “And we expect to win.” 

That goes for everybody left on the sched- 
ule. 

“We can look at this challenge,” he said 
of bouncing back against the Buckeyes, “and 
either shy away from it or come out ready to hit 
someone in the mouth the next time.” 

He was confident that they would come out 
swinging. 
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Wisconsin may not 
be exciting, but it’s 
fun to watch 


By Ivan Maisel 
ESPN.com 
Sept. 24, 2016 


EAST LANSING, Mich. — They do football 
the old-fashioned way at Wisconsin. Remember 
huddles? Remember fullbacks? Old-fashioned 
may be too newfangled a descriptive for this 
offense. 

“Archaic,” head coach Paul Chryst said, after 
his No. 11 Badgers humiliated No. 8 Michigan 
State 30-6 in the Big Ten Conference opener for 
both teams. 

The Badgers don’t flip the ball to the official 
and run back to the line of scrimmage. They 
huddle until the 40-second clock has done half 
its work. They walk back to the line. And then 
they move the chains. 

In four games their longest gain is 47 yards. 
They have one run of more than 35 yards. But 
they hold the ball for 37 minutes per game. 
They have 12 scoring drives of at least eight 
plays. In a fast-food world, the Badgers chew 
up their opponents slowly before they swallow 
them. 

“It’s pretty straightforward,” senior running 
back Corey Clement said. “There’s not a lot of 
twists and turns in this offense. Defenses know 
what we're going to do, and that makes it that 
much better when you can execute on a higher 
level.” 

The truth is, the Spartans played stingy 
defense Saturday. They held the Badgers to 
317 total yards. What they didn’t do was rattle 
redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook. Making 
his first start on the road against the defending 
league champion, Hornibrook completed 16 of 
26 passes for 195 yards, with one touchdown 
and one interception. 

In the end, how the Michigan State defense 
played didn’t matter, because the Spartans’ 
offense and special teams proved generous to a 
fault. Wisconsin free safety Leo Musso returned 
a fumble by Michigan State tailback LJ Scott 66 
yards for a touchdown. Spartans punter Jake 
Hartbarger mishandled a snap at his 5-yard 
line, and the Badgers needed one play to score 
a touchdown. 

But there was also the first of Michigan State 
quarterback Tyler O’Connor’s three intercep- 
tions, midway through the second quarter, 
which Badgers corner Sojourn Shelton returned 
8 yards to the Spartans’ 28. The resulting touch- 
down drive describes the Wisconsin offense 
quite well. The Badgers went 28 yards in six 
plays and needed 2:40 to do it. That’s right, 40 
seconds per play. 

By comparison, in No. 3 Louisville’s first 
three games, the Cardinals scored 19 of their 26 
touchdowns in less time. Wisconsin may not 
quite be a team for leather helmets, but the Bad- 
gers, like No. 4 Michigan, their next opponent, 
and No. 7 Stanford, play a brand of football that 


would be recognizable to Bo Schembechler or 
John McKay or any other time traveler with a 
whistle around his neck. 

Wisconsin junior wide receiver Jazz Peavy 
grew up watching Wisconsin football. It’s the 
only place he ever wanted to play. He un- 
derstands the appeal of the hurry-up spread 
offense. “It’s very fun to watch, exciting to 
watch,” Peavy said. “Those are teams that go, 
go, go, always pass, pass, pass. It’s always excit- 
ing. But I love what I do here. This has got to be 
exciting to watch. Hard-nosed football, get your 
hands in the ground and go to work.” 

Enjoyable, yes. Exciting? If you say so, Jazz. 
The truth is, grinding it out is as much a part 
of the Wisconsin identity as the cheese curd 
and the bubbler (what the rest of us call a water 
fountain). When Wisconsin athletic director 
Barry Alvarez resurrected the Badgers program 
from the dead in 1990, he said, “Our hearts and 
minds will come from Wisconsin, but our hands 
and feet better come from somewhere else.” 

That’s why the Badgers don’t spread the 
field. 

“Where are we going to get skilled guys to 
do that?” Alvarez asked Saturday. “We can get 
big linemen. That’s what we can get. So you 
gotta start with the running game. You're going 
down to Florida and all these places, you're get- 
ting seconds. I'll tell you, if [the spread is] what 
you run, and you've got to prepare to play us, 
it’s hard. How do you prepare? Because [we're] 
so physical.” 

So the Badgers find guys like junior left 
tackle Ryan Ramczyk, who went to a technical 
college for one season, played two years at 
Division III Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and after 
a redshirt season, is protecting his quarterback’s 
blind side. 

“T think it fits the players that we get,” said 
Chryst, who coached eight seasons for Alvarez 
and Bret Bielema in Madison. “I suppose once 
you get going, you look for those players. But 
it fits Wisconsin. There’s a formula and it’s not 
the only one. But it does fit Wisconsin.” 

This game had been billed as the first 
portion of a five-game marathon. Wisconsin 
plays at No. 4 Michigan next week, and then, 
after a week off, plays No. 2 Ohio State, at lowa 
and No. 20 Nebraska. Realists who predicted 
the Badgers would go 2-3 are changing their 
predictions. Suddenly, Wisconsin's future 
doesn’t look as ominous as what Michigan State 
is facing. 

Since taking a 36-7 lead in the third quarter 
last week at Notre Dame, the Spartans have 
been outscored 51-6. If you ignore the sea- 
son-opening victory over FCS Furman, Michi- 
gan State’s previous game was the 38-0 playoff 
semifinal loss to Alabama last season. 

Wisconsin may be archaic, but the Badgers 
just made the Big Ten race a lot more interest- 
ing. 
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OFF THE FIELD 


On court, on gridiron, 
Badgers on unmatched 
run of excellence 


By Jason Gonzalez 
Minneapolis Star Tribune 
March 21, 2016 


Nobody believed in Wisconsin, Bronson 
Koenig said after a dramatic victory Sunday 
night in the NCAA tournament. “Hopefully 
you guys believe now,” he added. 

Koenig channeled his “inner Steph Curry” 
to silence the doubters with a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer from the corner to upset No. 2 
seed Xavier 66-63 and send Wisconsin into the 
Sweet 16. 

Why would anyone doubt Wisconsin these 
days, though? The Badgers will play in a third 
consecutive Sweet 16 this week and are the 
only remaining team to achieve this feat. They 
played in the past two Final Fours and finished 
national runner-up a year ago. 

Also, any guess which is the only program 
to play in five of the past six Sweet 16s? That’s 
right: Wisconsin. Oh, and the Badgers have 
played in 18 consecutive NCAA tournaments, 
tied for fifth all-time with Gonzaga. Only Michi- 
gan State (19), Duke (21), North Carolina (27) 
and Kansas (27) have longer streaks. 

There is one streak, though, arguably more 
impressive than 18 consecutive invitations to 
the Big Dance. The past 14 years, the Badgers 
have played in a college football bowl game 
and qualified for the NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament. 

It’s the longest run in NCAA history. 

March has become a month when Wiscon- 
sin celebrates its athletic department’s muscle. 
The Badgers posted a graphic highlighting the 
streak to its Facebook page last week. The post 
recorded more than 21,000 likes and received 
over 400 comments. 

The 14-year run started in 2002 and took the 
first step when Wisconsin football played in the 
Holiday Bowl. The streak, however, appeared 
to be in jeopardy this December after longtime 
basketball coach Bo Ryan retired midway 
through the season. The Badgers started Big 
Ten play 1-4. Then a one-point victory over 
then-No. 4 Michigan State jump-started a 
seven-game winning streak and an 11-2 run 
through the rest of conference play. 

Since the start of the 1996 season, Wiscon- 
sin’s football and men’s basketball teams have 
combined for more bowl and NCAA tourna- 
ment appearances than any other school. Each 
team has 19 postseason appearances for a total 
of 38. 

Wisconsin passed Texas for the longest 
bowl/NCAA tournament streak last season. 
Texas qualified for 12 in a row from 1998-99 to 
2009-10. Michigan State holds an active streak 
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of nine consecutive years (2007-08 to present). 
Florida also did it nine straight years (1998-99 
to 2006-07). 

The Badgers’ run of success in these big rev- 
enue sports poses the question: “Is Wisconsin 
the best athletic program in the country?” 

Gophers fans cringe at this idea and point to 
the “Border Battle,” an organized competition 
used to determine which overall program is 
better each year. The Gophers have won six of 
the past seven years. 

However, the last time the Gophers played 
in a bowl game and NCAA tournament in the 
same season was 2012-13, and in back-to-back 
seasons (2008-09 and 2009-10), only once in 
school history. 

The Badgers have fared much better in the 
highest-profile sports and are two victories 
away from appearing in a third consecutive 
Final Four. Whether you hate the Badgers or 
not, you can’t argue with success. 


Why Wisconsin? 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
February 3, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- College football re- 
cruiters were so interested in Cole Van Lanen 
that there were days when the family mailbox 
literally overflowed with envelopes, letters and 
brochures from various schools. 

The volume was such that Van Lanen’s 
mother, Angie, answered the door to their 
Green Bay home one day and came face-to-face 
with the mailman. He wasn’t there to complain. 
He was just curious. 

“T’ve got to know who this kid is,” he said. 

Van Lanen played at Bay Port High School 
and is regarded one of the top offensive line 
prospects in the country. He had a wide range 
of college options, but ultimately decided to 
stay in-state, signing with Wisconsin over lowa 
and Michigan. 

At first blush, it’s not a surprise that Van 
Lanen became one of the pillars of the latest 
recruiting class headed to Madison, a group 
of 25 that signed national letters of intent on 
Wednesday. 

“Growing up, we've been huge Badgers fans 
our entire lives,” Angie said. “Cole’s always 
watched the games with stars in his eyes. 

“When he was in eighth grade and we were 
watching one of the games on TV, I said to Cole, 
‘If you work hard and you put your mind to it 
(you) could be a Wisconsin Badger.’ He looked 
at me and said, ‘Not a chance, mom.’ He’s like, 
‘Do you realize how big and how athletic those 
guys have to be?” 

Van Lanen, now 6-foot-5 and 280 pounds, 
has a better sense of things. 

“It’s just such an amazing dream come 
true,” his mother said. 

It’s reasonable to say that Wisconsin coach 
Paul Chryst and his assistant coaches had great- 
er recruiting challenges leading up to signing 


day than the Van Lanens, but the process was 
comprehensive and revealing. 

In short, it was the same thoughtful, earnest 
impression Chryst and his entire staff made to 
prospects and parents across the nation. 

“You can’t fake real genuineness,” Angie 
Van Lanen said. “You could really sense that 
they actually cared about Cole and cared about 
his future and his academics. I think that’s what 
stood out.” 

Tony Lotti’s son, Anthony, is a punter from 
Flowery Branch, Georgia, who picked the Bad- 
gers over Boston College. 

“Everyone was real and it felt the same from 
everybody,” Tony said, mentioning recruiting 
director Andrew Marlatt and assistant Brittany 
Ewing by name. “You can tell the difference be- 
tween — I hate to say it — a horse and pony show 
and the real thing. We just felt like from day one 
they've kind of been like family.” 

Scott Benzschawel played for Wisconsin in 
the 1980s and just sent Luke, a defensive end 
prospect from Grafton, to join his older brother 
Beau, a redshirt freshman offensive lineman for 
the Badgers. 

“Nothing but honesty,’’ Scott said of his 
dealings with Chryst and Chris Haering, the as- 
sistant coach responsible for recruiting the state. 

Tomaara Rand’s son, Garrett, is a defensive 
line prospect from Chandler, Arizona, who 
ultimately tabbed Wisconsin over UCLA. She 
said Joe Rudolph, the associate head coach and 
offensive coordinator, and Inoke Breckterfield, 
the defensive line coach, “really got to know 
Garrett on a personal level.” 

“He got to build a relationship with them,” 
Tomaara said. “He feels comfortable and he 
trusts them. Trust is a very important thing 
when you're 18 and you're making one of the 
biggest decisions you have up to that point.” 

Kelven Preston’s son, Keldric, is a defen- 
sive end prospect from Tampa, Florida, whose 
choice of schools came down to the Badgers 
and Penn State. 

“Whenever we sat down with them I felt 
truth,” Kelven said of Wisconsin coaches. “You 
know how sometimes you can sit down with 
people and when they tell you a lie you can feel 
the lie? With Wisconsin coaches, every time I sat 
down with them it was eye-to-eye, man-to-man, 
and I felt truth.” 

Genuine. Honesty. Trust. 

The Van Lanens were initially concerned 
about their son finding his way in a big city and 
a large, sprawling campus. 

“We were scared,” Angie Van Lanen said. 
“Once Cole got his offer, you know, Madison’s 
huge and you hear about how many students 
they have. We thought Cole would be intimi- 
dated with how big the campus is. 

“When we went down there, that was wiped 
off the table pretty much immediately. It might 
be big, but it doesn’t feel that big. That staff — 
Coach Chryst, Coach Haering, Coach Rudolph 
— they gave it that small-town feel that I think 
Cole was looking for. 

“That’s what made the difference for all 
of us. It feels like everybody’s close and the 
coaches treat the kids more like people than just 
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an athlete. It’s about their education.” 

According to his mother, Cole Van Lanen 
developed a fondness for the coaches at Iowa 
and Michigan, but he really hit it off with 
Rudolph. 

“Ultimately, his relationship with Coach 
Rudolph was comfortable,” Angie said. “They 
talked regularly.” 

It was important for Van Lanen to stay close 
to home and family, but he also needed to feel 
the right vibe. 

“Cole’s not a flashy guy,” Angie said. “He 
(couldn’t) really care less about the glitz and 
the flash. It boils down to who do I feel the 
most comfortable with, where do I see myself 
in five years, who do I have the closest and 
best relationships with, who can push me the 
hardest and who can maybe get me to the next 
level? All of those answers were Wisconsin in 
the end.” 

Tony Lotti has a unique vantage point for 
the recruiting process. In addition to being 
Anthony’s father, he’s the football coach at 
Anthony’s high school, West Hall, as well as a 
published author. 

What distinguished the Wisconsin coaches 
from their peers? 

“They dealt straight up from for the very 
beginning,” Tony said, mentioning Chryst, 
Haering, Rudolph and running backs coach 
John Settle by name. “Once Anthony commit- 
ted, the commitment went both ways. Every 
chance they were allowed to see him they came 
and saw him. Likewise with Anthony, working 
the last six months on building those relation- 
ships.” 

Anthony pledged to Wisconsin on July 1 
and, according to his father stayed true despite 
late interest from Georgia, Georgia Tech, Van- 
derbilt and Virginia Tech. 

“Tn this process, there’s a lot of stuff on 
the high school end that you have to wade 
through,” Tony said. “I have a lot of good 
friends who are college coaches and that’s the 
thing we always talk about. 

“It’s almost like a professional poker game 
and on my end we're not very good at it. The 
coaches at Wisconsin — Coach Haering, Coach 
Chryst and Coach Rudolph and Coach Settle — 
it was about how real and genuine they were. 

“From a father’s standpoint, your son’s go- 
ing away and you want them to be around men 
that will teach him and continue to help him 
grow. That's the thing for me on the personal 
side.” 

Scott was asked what advice he’d give to 
other parents about the recruiting process after 
living it twice — with two different coaching 
staffs — with his alma mater. 

Beau was recruited by former Wisconsin 
coach Gary Andersen, who left after two sea- 
sons to take over at Oregon State. Enter Chryst, 
who made landing Luke a priority. 

The father said he’d emphasize how aca- 
demics take priority over athletics and how 
coaches pay strict attention to classes, grades 
and progress. 

“Your kid is going to be taken care of aca- 
demically,” Scott said. “Sure, he’s going to have 
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to work really hard and do everything that’s 
required — it’s not going to be handed to him — 
but they’re there and they’re getting it done.” 

According to his mother, Rand had a spe- 
cific ideal in mind when he began hearing from 
college recruiters. 

“Garrett really wanted to make sure that 
whichever college that he chose, he felt like he 
had a connection,” she said. “If he never played 
another down of football, would he be happy 
going to that college.” 

Tomaara, whose family is from the Wiscon- 
sin Rapids and Stevens Point areas, said the 
message from Chryst and Rudolph resonated 
with her son. 

“Tt wasn’t just, ‘Our program needs you,” 
she said. “It was, ‘You're a Wisconsin guy. You 
have character. You have all the traits that fit 
our program.” 

Rand stayed committed to Wisconsin after 
taking a visit last month to UCLA. His mother 
said he came back with great things to say 
about the Bruins players and coaches, but his 
mind wasn’t changed. 

“Tt was basically he felt more at home at 
Wisconsin,” she said. 

The Rands learned something during the 
latter stages of the recruiting process. 

“Even if you're 100 percent sure that you 
want to go to a particular college, take all your 
official visits,” Tomaara said. “That way there’s 
not a kernel of doubt in your mind that you’ve 
chosen the right place.” 

The overriding personality in the Wisconsin 
recruiting process belongs to Chryst. Every- 
thing rolls downhill from there. 

“Just saying his name makes me smile,” 
Tomaara Rand said. “He just makes you feel 
comfortable. You can tell he’s a player’s coach, 
but not afraid to make them work hard. That 
whole group really seems to work really well 
together.” 

Kelven Preston said his son visited a host 
of Power Five conference schools last summer 
— including Indiana, Pittsburgh and Boston 
College — and the family developed a matrix to 
compare them. Among the categories were the 
school itself, location, coaches and educational 
course list. 

“When you put it on paper, Wisconsin had 
the edge,” the elder Preston said. 

In the process of visiting Madison twice, the 
Prestons reached out to Badgers coaches to get 
insights, answers and advice over the phone. 

“They gave me the truth about the program, 


about themselves, about Madison,” Kelven said. 


“Tran across some coaches in this process that 
I didn’t get that eye-to-eye, truth feeling that I 
had with Wisconsin. 

“Everything I talked to them on the phone 
about was actually the truth when I got there. 
That was great.” 


Meet the children 
with special needs 
who melt the hearts 
of some of the fiercest 
Wisconsin Badgers 


By Sean Keeler 
Land of 10 
October 10, 2016 


You bring the house. They bring the pain. 
There are zombies with less persistence than the 
Wisconsin defense, biker gangs with better table 
manners. Did you see what they did to East 
Lansing? The carnage left in Ann Arbor? Every 
play is a headache, every yard a personal af- 
front. Surely, there must be some kind of moat 
between civilians and this lot, the way a zoo 
distances its prized tiger from a curious public. 

And then Paula Nordwig shows you a 
picture. The one that made her a Badger for life, 
the one that melts the heart like wax to a tiny 
flame. The one that cycles through the screen 
saver. The one that pops up on the laptop every 
now and again, randomly. The one that some- 
how washes away all the day’s worries and 
aches. Every time. 

In the right corner, Badgers safety D’Cota 
Dixon is scrunched over, baring his teeth. In the 
left corner, Paula’s daughter Cathy is meeting 
him eye-to-eye, molar for molar. 

Cathy has Down syndrome. Even with 
loved ones, she’s not that verbal. And yet, here 
she is, palling around with Dixon, fearless and 
free, grinning like it’s Christmas morning. 

“Sometimes, you'll introduce a person with 
special needs to somebody and they’re a little 
bit uncomfortable because they’re not sure 
what to say or how to act,” Paula explains. “Or 
they might do something that might offend 
somebody. 

“D’Cota, he was just himself. And he did 
things with these kids that anybody of a peer 
group would do. He didn’t talk down to her 
and didn’t treat her like a little child. Just treat- 
ed them like friends. That just warms my heart 
every time that happens. It’s just being a good 
person; that they recognize that that person 
they’re standing next to is a person, also. That 
just stuck with me. 

“Nobody had told him what to do. He just 
did it.” 

ra 

Come for the wins, stay for the warmth. 
Wisconsin (4-1, 1-1) hosts unbeaten Ohio State 
on Saturday, and as crazy good as the Badgers 
have been this season on the field, you should 
see some of the crazy good they do off of it. 
Linebacker Jack Cichy, Captain “A” Gap, used 
to run around with Amnesty International. 
Injured pass-rushing dynamo Vince Biegel, who 
treats quarterbacks the way the Tasmanian Dev- 
il in those Warner Brothers cartoons treats Bugs 
Bunny, shaved his head for cancer patients, 
reads to kids and helps build new homes. 
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And there’s Dixon, the 5-foot-10 Florida 
native who picked up a sack and forced a fum- 
ble at Michigan State on Sept. 24, then swatted 
away two passes at Michigan a week later. Hell 
on wheels, havoc with a heart of gold. 

On June 9, Wisconsin Upside Down, a local 
advocacy group for individuals with Down 
syndrome and their families, brought more than 
150 people to Camp Randall Stadium for a day 
with the Badgers, a peek behind the curtains. 
From 3 p.m. to 7-ish, Upside Down toured the 
facilities, tried on equipment, roughhoused 
with Bucky Badger and traded autographs with 
their heroes. 

As part of the visit, kids were paired with 
players to serve as guides and coaches. Cathy 
ran — and jumped and caught and blocked and 
tackled — with Badgers long-snapper Connor 
Udelhoven and Dixon, beaming with every 
giddy step. 

“T think it was more so her that picked me,” 
Dixon says. “It was something about her. She 
had a glow to her and I just gravitated to it. She 
was just amazing. She was funny. She was mak- 
ing me laugh the whole time. She was so cute.” 

And so totally in her element. Cathy is 20 
and in her senior year at Arrowhead High 
School in Hartland, Wis., a suburb of Milwau- 
kee. She’s a three-sport Special Olympian — 
volleyball, gymnastics and track. Likes videos. 
Loves to sing. 

“Chorus is her favorite class,” mom says. 

When she first spied our man D’Cota, she 
didn’t say much. 

Then again, she didn’t have to. 

“But (when) she did, it was enough to get 
me smiling,” Dixon says. “I think it was more 
her smile that made me smile. The fact she was 
happy really made me happy.” 

As it turns out, Cathy was happiest with 
the rock in her hand, sprinting to daylight. So 
Dixon handed her one of his No. 14 jerseys 
and started drawing up plays. He and his pals 
worked out a drill in which one player would 
hand her the ball, another player would block 
and another would chase her. 

But the best part? The best part was the end- 
zone celebration they cooked up. At the end of a 
run, Dixon heard Cathy growl, menacingly. 

The light bulb went on. 

“Every time you score,” he told her, “this is 
our celebration.” 

A few minutes later, another handoff, an- 
other block, another wild goose chase, another 
touchdown. Cathy spiked the rock. Dixon ran 
over, crouched down, and the pair started 
GRRRRRRRRRRRRRRing like there was no 
tomorrow. 

“The two of them really clicked,” Paula says. 
“Tt was more than just walking the kids around 
and showing them what Camp Randall was all 
about and the equipment and everything. It was 
more like, ‘Let’s be Badgers, for real.’ 

“So that was amazing. And, of course, the 
hot dogs.” 

Of course. 

The visit ended with a giant cookout for 
players, kids, parents and staff. As the sun 
started to set and the day’s activities wrapped, 


15 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


Paula went to look for Dixon to say thanks 

and to return any belongings. She approached 
Udelhoven, who’d already given Cathy a pair of 
his gloves as a souvenir. 

“Did you see D’Cota anywhere?” she asked. 
“T’ve got to give him back his jersey.” 

“No, no,” Conner said, gently correcting 
her. “He gave it to Cathy. She gets to keep it.” 

Mom’s jaw dropped. 

“And tears are welling up,” Paula says. 

“(We're) like 45 miles away from Madison. 

I had just finished work and I’d had a split-sec- 
ond thought in my head that was, ‘Do I really 
want to go to this?’ And I can’t believe I had 
that thought. Because if we had missed that op- 
portunity, I would have never forgiven myself.” 

The road that led D’Cota Dixon to give 
Cathy Nordwig the shirt off his back was paved 
by several loving, careful hands. A seed planted 
first by Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst and tend- 
ed by Badgers safety Blake Mielke and Upside 
Down president Robbin Thomas Lyons. 

Lyons founded the organization with a 
small group of parents at her kitchen table in 
2007, a collective that’s now more than 2,500 
strong. Her daughter, Kelly, is 14 with Down 
syndrome, while her son, Reed, played football 
with Mielke in Hartland. Blake’s brother, Brock, 
is a sophomore at Arrowhead with Down 
syndrome. 

“T was really touched, I had to say, when I 
got the phone call from Blake,” Lyons says. “He 
said, ‘Hey, Coach said you guys are welcome. 
Let’s do an event. Let’s bring all the kids (in the 
organization) in and give them a taste of what 
it’s like to be a Wisconsin Badger.’ 

“And it was magical.” 

Even more magical was the fact the whole 
thing came together in about 10 days. Mielke, a 
redshirt freshman, had been sitting in a 1-on-1 
meeting with Chryst when the coach asked 
about Brock, whom he’d noticed interacting 
with Blake during spring ball. 

“He said, ‘Blake, I don’t want to throw 
more on your plate,” Blake’s mother Marybeth 
recalls. “And (Blake) said, “Yeah, throw it on my 
plate.” 

Community service is a bedrock of the 
athletics department’s mission and mantra, but 
this was different. Personal. Chryst and Blake 
and Brock’s dad, Dave, both played football for 
the Badgers, back in the day; the eldest Mielke 
lettered in 1983 and ’84, Chryst from 1986 
through ’88. 

One of Marybeth’s favorite snapshots is of 
Brock and Chryst posing together, with the teen 
playfully holding one hand precipitously close 
to the Wisconsin coach’s belly. 

“And he started rubbing it a little bit,” and I 
said, ‘Don’t you dare,” Marybeth recalls. “Paul 
just laughed when it happened.” 

“Heck, there are some great stories, people 
with unbelievable perseverance and a spirit,” 
Chryst says. “And I think whenever you do 
good things such as that, you get a lot more 
out of it than what you give. And when I had a 
chance to step back and look at it, it was really 
neat seeing everyone enjoying it.” 


Brock Mielke isn’t just the life of the party. 
He’s the soul, the wind and the engine. Brock’s 
the second youngest of four kids. He grew up 
playing basketball with his siblings, swimming 
with them, shooting golf with them, matching 
big brother Blake pace for pace, stroke for 
stroke. 

“Their relationship is a very typical brother 
relationship,” Lyons says. “I see them wres- 
tling. I see them pulling pranks on each other. 
When they’re together, somebody’s pulling the 
other one’s legs.” 

“T forget that he has Down syndrome, real- 
ly,” Blake says, “because he’s just so involved 
with everything.” 

And everyone. A natural smile, a natural 
charm, a gregarious charm. A joy de vivre 
straight from The Chris Farley School of Awe- 
some. 

“Loves to laugh, and everybody loves to 
be around him,” Marybeth says of Brock. “We 
were at the airport, some kid yells over, ‘Hey, 
Brock!’ We’re like, ‘Who is that?’ Nobody knew, 
but Brock knew him and he knew Brock. Oh, 
yeah.” 

Big heart. Big hugs. Big everything. 

“When he was younger, he’d go wander off 
during football and basketball games,” Blake 
recalls. “My mom didn’t like it, obviously, 
because he was taking people’s money. He'd go 
up ... and just (be) like, ‘Oh, I’d like a cheese- 
burger, however, I’ve got a penny.’ Or he’d go 
up to someone and say, ‘Hey, can I get some 
money?” 

Once, in eighth grade, he left his seat for a 
few minutes only to return with a cheeseburger, 
fries, a Coke and $5 in cash. 

“And my mom had sent him out with no 
money at all,” Blake laughs. “That's the record.” 

The boys were born four years apart, almost 
to the day. Even as a toddler, Blake knew, given 
the mess of tubes connected to his baby brother 
and the worried looks from adults, that things 
might be different. His mother told Blake the 
boy would be fine; Brock just needed patience. 
And love. 

He got both. Blake has volunteered for years 
with Wisconsin Upside Down, as well as with 
the Special Olympics. He launched a petition in 
eighth grade for his peers to “Cut Out The ‘R’ 
Word” — an age when such terms are tossed 
around at their most cutting and cruel — and 
provided wristbands to those who would sign 
the pledge. He and sister Meghan raised more 
than $3,000 in one month for Upside Down. 

Blake even got his Arrowhead High team- 
mates involved with the organization, rallying 
the crew with an emotional speech about Brock 
and what his little brother meant to their family. 

“It’s a forever bond,” Marybeth says. 

Lyons has championed the Down syn- 
drome community in Wisconsin for more than 
a decade now. She'd been through these sort 
of meet-and-greet shindigs before, but says 
she could only think of two sports celebrities 
as engaged as Chryst’s Badgers were at Camp 
Randall: former Marquette and current Virginia 
Tech basketball coach Buzz Williams and newly 
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retired quarterback Peyton Manning. 

“With coach Chryst, it was his idea, he was 
totally behind them,” Lyons says. “It was very 
obvious, I would say, just the overall feeling in 
the presence of his guys. They just wanted to 
hang out with the kids. And they were having 
as much fun as the kids.” 

Lyons still gets notes of thanks, “and pic- 
tures from parents, and notes from the some 
of the kids,” she chuckles. “And it hasn’t really 
stopped. 

“We had our golf outing and some people 
that were there came up to me again and said, 
‘You know, I think it was a special thing and, 
hands down, the most special thing this year.’ 

I spent all those times planning things and the 
thing that was the most special was that day. 

“It’s just added a completely different 
perspective on the game, when you know the 
people (involved). It’s not just a number. It’s not 
just your team. But you know them on a more 
personal level. It’s really, really something.” 

As Badgers and kids ran from the tunnel 
at Camp Randall and into the sunshine, Paula 
Nordwig noticed something else. 

“The only time I saw a cellphone in 
anybody’s hands was to record themselves 
running out with the (Upside Down) buddy 
that they had been paired with,” she says. “And 
it dawned on me that I did not see a cellphone 
with anybody from the minute we arrived to 
the end of the day when we left. Typically with 
that age group, they’re checking their texts. 
These guys were 110 percent focused on the 
kids. 

“Here were these gentle giants that took 
these kids under their wings and treated them 
like royalty, basically. Like athletic royalty. It 
was such a cool thing to see.” 

It got even cooler the day after the event, 
when Paula pulled up her Facebook feed to find 
a video of the Badgers running a play, opening 
a lane for Cathy, and her daughter breaking the 
plane of that gorgeous red end zone. 

And growling. Sweet, sweet growling. 

“I’m glad she’s still happy,” Dixon says. 
“Because it’s moments like that are where ev- 
erything (clicks), when you see all the blessings, 
truly. And it’s nice to win a football game, to 
catch interceptions. But a lot of those things are 
temporary. 

“The weeks are temporary. The games are 
temporary. When you have memories like that, 
they'll always last.” 

No. 14 lasts, too, hanging in a place of rever- 
ence inside Cathy’s closet. 

“D’Cota’s an unbelievable person,” Chryst 
says. “But who was impacted more, I don’t 
know. Was it our players? Was it the kids that 
came?” 

Or was it the moms? Paula always fancied 
herself as more of the Packers type, but the 
Badgers are now appointment viewing in the 
Nordwig home on Saturday afternoons. 

“Look, Cathy,” Mom will say as No. 14 goes 
flying by. “There’s D’Cota.” 

“Ohhh, D’Cota,” Cathy will reply. 

“Tf she happens to be upstairs and will look 
downstairs and see the Badgers are on, she'll 
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say, ‘Ohhh, Wisconsin Badgers,” Paula says. 
“She’s turning into a Badgers fan. She’s starting 
to recognize the numbers — No. 14 and (Udel- 
hoven’s) No. 60.” 

She’s starting to recognize the players. The 
ones on the computer screen. The ones that 
Mom can’t stop smiling about. 

“She'll go, ‘Ohhh, Badgers. D’Cota,”” Paula 
says. “It’s an ongoing thing. It was a very spe- 
cial event that’s really stuck with us.” 

A forever bond. A forever moment. A forev- 
er thanks. 


The Badgers’ 
Book Club 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Aug. 7, 2016 


A never-ending project for Wisconsin foot- 
ball coach Paul Chryst and his staff is cultivat- 
ing unity and purpose within the ranks. 

It goes beyond the toil of games and prac- 
tices. 

It goes beyond the meetings and logistics. 

It goes beyond the intricacies of preparing to 
win the day. 

How do you guide everyone -- upwards of 
150 people -- to the same page in the book of 
life and then get them all to connect with its 
message? 

You have them read together. 

That's the approach Chryst took when he 
opened his second full year as coach of the 
Badgers. As part of spring drills, UW players, 
coaches and support staffers were given a copy 
of The Traveler’s Gift by Andy Andrews. The 
New York Times best-seller, a modest 206 pages 
in paperback, is built around the “seven deci- 
sions that determine personal success.” 

It’s the kind of book you find yourself read- 
ing more than once, highlighting passages as 
you go and thinking long and hard about their 
meaning. 

It’s the kind of book you feel comfortable 
recommending to others because it speaks to 
noble, challenging pursuits like accountability, 
activism, gratitude, forgiveness and persistence. 

“T love the way it’s written,” said Chryst, 
who came across the book and hatched the 
idea of a team-wide reading project when he 
was the head coach at Pittsburgh from 2012 
to ‘14. “There are self-help principles, but you 
also read a story. To me it’s like going to see a 
movie.” 

The book follows a fictional character, David 
Ponder, through a series of intense, personal 
hardships that begin when the 40-something 
husband and father loses his job as a company 
executive. His dignity and patience erode as 
his family is swallowed up by debt. When their 
health insurance expires and their 12-year-old 
daughter needs emergency surgery he’s pushed 
to the brink of desperation and self-destruction. 

The path that Ponder follows to enlighten- 
ment involves a car accident and a brush with 


death. While unconscious in the hospital he 
finds himself cast as a traveler through time. 
Along the way he encounters seven individuals 
-- most are familiar historic figures -- who share 
specific gifts to be collected and carried forth. 

Chryst introduced The Traveler's Gift to his 
UW charges in late February and spread the 
discussion sessions out over a three-month pe- 
riod. At various junctures position groups met 
with their assistant coaches to discuss what was 
read. After each chapter, players and coaches 
were given five questions to consider, which 
opened a pathway to dialogue that might not 
otherwise have been explored. 

The ultimate goal is to create an environ- 
ment where everyone has the same sense of 
awareness, reliance, trust and support of one 
another. It’s hoped that such a bond will carry 
over into a new, ultra-challenging season that 
began when the Badgers opened training camp 
Aug. 8 at Camp Randall Stadium. 

“T thought the book was great because it had 
a great message,” senior tailback Dare Ogun- 
bowale said. 

“You start reading it and the meanings in 
the book all apply back to football and individ- 
ual life things,” senior wide receiver Jazz Peavy 
said. 

Joe Rudolph and Justin Wilcox, the UW of- 
fensive and defensive coordinator, respectively, 
were major proponents of the exercise. 

“Tt really opens up the doors of communi- 
cation to help coaches and players get a little 
closer together,” Rudolph said. 

“There’s a lot of lessons in there,” Wilcox 
said. “It’s really neat because guys on the team 
have really owned it.” 

The last thing a busy student-athlete needs 
in the middle of a semester is another reading 
project, so, yes, there were some eye-rolls at the 
beginning, especially for the discussion sections 
that took place in the early morning. 

“Geez, one more thing we’ve got to do,” 
Chryst said, recalling the initial reaction of his 
players. 

“Tt might be one of those tedious things, but 
when you're doing it you definitely realize that 
you know the point of it -- that you know it’s 
going to help,” Peavy said. 

“Tt takes maturity to do that,” Wilcox said 
of the collective embrace of the book club. 
“They’ve got a lot of things going on. They’ve 
got work at school. They’ve got work in the 
weight room. They’ve got work at practice. 
Then here’s another thing we’re asking them to 
do and they’re all for it.” 

Ponder, the main character in the fictional 
book, is consumed by doubt, guilt and anger 
when he begins his journey. The first person he 
encounters is President Harry S. Truman, who’s 
in the midst of deciding if he should use the 
atomic bomb on Japan as a means to end World 
War IL. 

A fatherly talk ensues. It’s only after 
Truman outlines his rationale for bombing Hi- 
roshima and Nagasaki -- that employing such a 
devastating weapon would save countless lives 
that would be surely lost in a prolonged attack 
on Japan -- that Ponder opens a letter left for 
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him by Truman. 

The theme: The buck stops here. I will 
accept responsibility for my past. 

Ponder goes on to visit a diverse collection 
of learned characters such as King Solomon, 
Christopher Columbus, Anne Frank and Abra- 
ham Lincoln. Along the way Ponder is directed 
to be a servant to others, to seize the moment at 
hand, to have a grateful spirit and to forgive. 

“What it creates is an environment for coach 
and player to talk about, sometimes, just a 
mindset that you might have or not have and 
how that mindset can really change how you 
approach everything you do,” Rudolph said. 

Chryst said he highlighted passages and 
wrote out certain ideas that he wanted to em- 
brace. What did he get out of the exercise? 

“Tt always reinforces something,” he said. 
“For me, it helps me to whittle down to where 
you should focus. You read it as a person. You 
read it as a husband. You read it as a father. 
You read it as a coach. You reread it with that 
thought in mind.” 

Chryst said the messages in the book apply 
to every person regardless of age or duty. He 
said the individual discussion sessions are 
designed to create a sense of trust. 

“The goal for that is to hopefully get closer 
by people feeling safe enough to share some- 
thing they might not,” Chryst said. “It’s trying 
to facilitate communication. Hopefully the time 
spent is on something that’s valuable no matter 
how someone else interprets it.” 

Peavy related how one of his teammates 
offered a revealing take of his life and circum- 
stances. It gave way to an enlightening talk 
where the fundamental lesson was clear. 

“Everyone's going through things,” Peavy 
said. “Everyone’s got their own story.” 

Peavy said a byproduct of that moment is 
that he and the teammate have forged a stron- 
ger bond. 

“He can come talk to me and vice versa,” 
Peavy said. “It helps build a strong relationship 
with each other.” 

Ogunbowale had a similar experience. 

“We got to learn things about our team- 
mates that we didn’t really know,” he said. “I 
thought it was pretty interesting. 

“Tt was a chance for us to grow closer as a 
team. Everyone read the book, but different 
things stuck out to different people and people 
applied it to their lives differently.” 

Of course, the hope is that the contents of 
the book becomes engrained. 

Rudolph said the project reinforces the 
notion that your mindset and demeanor are 
self-made. 

“Tt applies to so many things you do every 
single day,” he said. 

Ogunbowale said one message stood out to 
him. 

“Staying positive with everything,” he 
said. “One of the lessons was about persisting 
regardless of what’s going on. To keep working 
hard and keep going.” 

That has to be one of the pillars of the com- 
ing season. The Badgers, fresh off a 10-win ef- 
fort in 2015, face one of the most difficult sched- 
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ules in the nation. They begin with national 

title contender LSU at Lambeau Field in Green 
Bay on Sept. 3. The Big Ten Conference season 
opens with a six-pack of slugfests: at Michigan 
State, at Michigan, home vs. Ohio State, at lowa, 
home vs. Nebraska and at Northwestern. 

Peavy said there’s sure to be many referenc- 
es to the book as the season unfolds. 

“It’s just going to help us come together,” 
he said. “It helps us all talk about emotions and 
stories with each other to help us learn more 
about each other. 

“T feel that’s a big thing. You have all these 
guys on this team and everyone doesn’t know 
everything about everybody. It’s a way for 
everyone to open up and be able to express 
yourself.” 

Rudolph, a former UW offensive lineman 
who worked with Chryst at Pitt, said the book 
had the desired effect there, too. 

“T’ve loved how this group has taken it,” he 
said. “They’ve taken it with an approach to help 
them to get better.” 

Wilcox said the concepts of the book are 
easy to understand. The challenge is weaving 
them into your approach to life. 

“The really neat thing is that the guys on the 
team have taken it seriously,” he said. “There’s 
really good discussion and how it applies to the 
team, how it applies to what they do ona day- 
to-day basis -- what we all do on a day-to-day 
basis -- and how some of these simple concepts 
and simple messages are hard to do consistent- 
ly. That’s the challenge. To live it. 

“Tf you can take one thing and it helps you 
work on yourself or helps you become a better 
teammate -- even if it’s one little thing -- it’s 
totally worth it.” 


Roommates with 
purpose 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 19, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — The ties that bind D’Co- 
ta Dixon to Leo Musso would exist even if they 
hadn’t decided to be roommates during this 
Wisconsin football season. 

They are close friends who share a strong, 
but quiet sense of faith. 

They are upperclassmen and first-year start- 
ers in the secondary as safeties. 

They are friendly, soft-spoken guys who 
give off the same calm vibe. 

“Like salt and pepper,” is how Dixon, a 
black man who grew up in big-city Florida, 
describes his relationship with Musso, a white 
man whose roots are in small-town Wisconsin. 

So when UW players were given an op- 
portunity to request a weekend roommate for 
the 12-game season, Musso, a fifth-year senior, 
thought of Dixon, a junior. 

“T don’t think he initially requested me,” 
Musso said. “I don’t know why not. But I 
requested him. I made sure.” 


In addition to six games on the road, includ- 
ing a Big Ten Conference assignment at lowa 
on Saturday, the Badgers come together and 
spend Friday nights before six home games at a 
campus hotel. 

Musso roomed last season with fellow 
strong safety Michael Caputo, the team captain 
who graduated. Dixon bunked with Derrick 
Tindal, now a junior cornerback, and was pre- 
pared to do so again until he heard that Musso 
had other ideas. 

Musso said “similar mentalities and atti- 
tudes” drew him to Dixon. 

“The thing that me and Musso do really well 
is we get into the moment when we're in the 
moment,” Dixon said. 

Every UW game is a vast series of moments 
and routines. The mechanics of a trip to, say, 
lowa City, lowa, are largely no different than 
the three that have been made to Green Bay, 
East Lansing, Michigan, and Ann Arbor, Mich- 
igan. 

The mode of transportation varies — buses 
to Green Bay and Iowa City; charter flights to 
Michigan — and the daily schedule is made to 
fit around a morning, afternoon or nighttime 
kickoff. 

But when the Badgers arrive at their road 
hotel on Friday — typically scheduled for 
approximately 6 p.m. — a familiar rhythm kicks 
in as outlined in a tri-fold itinerary available to 
each traveler. 

Players, coaches and support staffers collect 
their room keys and prepare for a team meeting 
that takes place 30 minutes after arrival. That 
gives way to dinner. Cell phones are prohibited 
at both the meeting and meal. 

An optional snack is available later in the 
evening and one pay-per-view movie is allowed 
per room. 

Roommates are split up between offense, 
defense and special teamers. Some are put to- 
gether via request. Some are paired by position. 
Some are assigned, or sequestered, by circum- 
stances such as snoring. 

UW coach Paul Chryst and his staff work 
closely with T.J. Ingels, the director of foot- 
ball operations, on the matchup process. That 
includes a detailed seating chart for the charter 
flight. Everything is examined and reviewed 
during Thursday staff meetings. 

Some roommates have an extended history 
of compatibility. For example, sophomore 
center/guard Michael Deiter and sophomore 
guard/center Micah Kapoi share the same 
campus address. 

Some roommates were put together because 
they not only play the same position, but have 
the same temperament. For example, true fresh- 
men wide receivers Quintez Cephus and A.J. 
Taylor have a heightened sense of maturity. 

Road curfews have varied slightly this 
season — 11 p.m. before playing LSU in Green 
Bay; 9:30 p.m. before facing Michigan State in 
East Lansing; 10:30 p.m. before meeting Michi- 
gan in Ann Arbor — a process that includes bed 
checks. 

Wake-up calls on game day vary with kick- 
off times. Same goes for meals. 
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A walk-thru is subsequently held some- 
where on the hotel grounds (or, as was the 
case last Saturday, at the stadium prior to a 
prime-time kickoff). That’s followed by a team 
meeting — wearing a tie — before the buses 
depart for the stadium. 

The itinerary also includes bus assignments, 
as well as the pregame schedule for on-field 
activity. 

In addition, there’s an outline for meetings, 
meals and study halls on Sunday. 

Musso said Chryst does a great job of creat- 
ing a “hang loose, don’t get too high or too low, 
just be comfortable” atmosphere leading up to 
the game. 

Two rules are etched in stone, though. 

“Being on time is big for everything — meet- 
ings and meals,” Kapoi said. “And no phones. 
He wants us to be together.” 

Said Deiter: “We have a strict itinerary. 
You've got to follow that and be places on 
time.” 

Just as every trip has a rhythm, so too does 
every room. 

“First thing when we get in, the air condi- 
tioning has got to go way down,” Deiter said. 
“The next move is to get the blinds shut.” 

Deiter, from Curtice, Ohio, said he usually 
manages the TV remote, “but we watch whatev- 
er we both agree on.” 

Typically, it’s something on Comedy Central 
or a funny, lighthearted movie. 

“When it’s time to sit there and watch some- 
thing funny, football is off your mind for a little 
bit,” Deiter said. “It’s time to relax.” 

Kapoi, from Kapolei, Hawaii, said conver- 
sation is fine as long as it doesn’t stray into the 
obvious. 

“We try to stay away from football, keep our 
minds off of it and relax,” he said. 

Not so with Cephus, from Macon, Georgia, 
and Taylor, from Kansas City, Missouri. Not 
only do they watch football on TV, they typical- 
ly review the pregame tip sheet put together by 
UW wide receivers coach Ted Gilmore. 

“AJ.’s pretty tuned in,” Cephus said. “A.J. 
studies hard. The more you study, the better 
you'll be. If you don’t know it by Friday, then 
you don’t know it. But we'll look over it just to 
make sure, so we can play fast.” 

Taylor said he and Cephus have learned to 
lean on one another. 

“We both understand where we're coming 
from,” he said. “Both of us came from out of 
state. We're here. We're freshmen. We're just 
constantly working, working, working.” 

Cephus said he and Taylor make a point of 
watching the upperclassmen go through their 
routines. 

“We just try to follow those guys’ lead and 
try to act upon their level and not be freshmen,” 
Cephus said. 

“Me and Q, we keep each other on point,” 
Taylor said. 

There was a moment earlier this year where 
Cephus and Taylor walked into a meeting room 
to find the session already underway. 

They weren't late, but because their names 
had been mistakenly crossed off as present, 
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Chryst had already begun his presentation. 

“Tt was a good learning experience,” Cephus 
said. “The guys didn’t bash us for it, but they 
were like, ‘You've got to know this and learn 
from it.” 

The two rookies are finding they have a lot 
in common. 

“We're both pretty laid-back people,” Taylor 
said. “The relationship’s like, ‘You do you and 
I'll do me.’ We’re both pretty relaxed people, so 
it’s easy.” 

Every once in a while their talks will turn 
serious. 

“We've got to keep working, keep grinding 
and our time will come,” Taylor said. “We just 
have to stay patient, trust in delayed gratifica- 
tion.” 

Dixon and Musso began developing chem- 
istry — on and off the field — last season when 
they were backups to Caputo and graduated 
senior Tanner McEvoy. 

“A really good thing that Leo and I have in 
common is we just really focus on internalizing 
and visualizing what we're going to do and 
what we want to do,” said Dixon, who lives in 
Oak Hill, Florida, by way of Miami. “We com- 
municate so well. 

“T know he’s going to do his job. He knows 
I’m going to do my job.” 

That sense of compatibility extends through- 
out their roles as roommates. 

“We like to have the room ice cold,” said 
Musso, who’s from Waunakee. “He sleeps on 
the bed toward the window and I sleep on the 
bed towards the door. 

“When it’s a home game, we'll go down and 
eat, leave together and come back up (to the 
room) together. At 7 o’clock my girlfriend will 
drop off some treats for us and bring my dog. 
She'll bring a cookies and cream bar for D’Cota 
and me a Gatorade and some gummy cherries.” 

Musso showers first in the morning. They'll 
eat breakfast together and get coffee on the way 
back to the room. 

“Everyone builds a routine around the 
schedule,” Musso said. 

“We didn’t plan this, either,” Dixon said. 
“It’s just the way it was.” 

The night before a game, Dixon and Musso 
will watch some TV, but mostly videos. Some- 
times they'll latch onto a random conversational 
topic and research its details. 

The two veterans will also review their play- 
books, reviewing formations and calls before 
lights out. 

Dixon said he and Musso will make time to 
pray before and after the game regardless of the 
outcome. 

It’s one of many routines that play out as the 
Badgers come together and prepare for another 
game. Not just teammates, but friends as well. 

“We enjoy each other’s company,” Dixon 
said. 


UW athletic trainers, 
military medics learn 
from one another 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
August 10, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- It all began with a famil- 
iar pose: A man sitting on his living room sofa 
watching sports on TV. 

Tim Ehlers was relaxing at his home in 
Tomah, tuned into a Wisconsin men’s basket- 
ball game, when he saw something that piqued 
his professional curiosity. 

Ehlers, a staff sergeant and medical training 
instructor for the Wisconsin Army National 
Guard, watched as longtime UW athletic trainer 
Henry Perez-Guerra came onto the court to 
tend to an injured player. 

“Henry quickly evaluated a guy who had an 
ankle injury and it was a matter of 45 seconds 
and they had him up and were taking him off 
the floor,” Ehlers recalled. “I thought to myself, 
‘Why can’t my medics do that in the field?” 

Ehlers, an Army medic for seven years, be- 
gan to organize his thoughts and devise a plan 
of action for his volunteer charges. 

“Over the past 15-ish years now we've been 
at war and we’ve learned great lessons about 
trauma medicine,” he said. “We pound into 
their head every year ‘trauma, trauma, trauma.’ 
They can treat people with missing arms, legs, 
shot in the chest. 

“But when it comes to the fundamentals of 
simple clinical skills -- how do we evaluate a 
sprained knee or a sprained ankle or a shoulder 
or back injury -- we don’t have a set training 
plan on how to execute those skills.” 

So Ehlers, a 37-year-old who grew up in 
Hudson, contacted Denny Helwig, the assistant 
athletic director for sports medicine at Wiscon- 
sin, in December of 2014. 

In an email, Ehlers outlined how the two 
staffs -- medics from the Wisconsin Army 
National Guard and UW Sports Medicine per- 
sonnel -- take a similar approach to diagnosing 
and treating concussions. 

“I’m looking for an environment where I can 
teach my medics clinical skills, but put them in 
an environment where they’re going to learn,” 
Ehlers wrote. 

“The more Tim and I talked about it -- the 
medic training and our training -- we thought 
it would be a good way for their people to 
come down and observe,” Helwig said. “The 
same people pulling from the same resources 
in terms of care for concussions and it went on 
from there.” 

For the better part of a year, UW Athlet- 
ics and the Wisconsin Army National Guard 
have been working together to improve their 
instincts and vital handiwork. 

There have been multiple exchanges of per- 
sonnel -- UW athletic trainers trekking to Fort 
McCoy and Army medics volunteering to come 
to Madison -- all under the guise of education. 
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The biggest chapter in that process will be 
written throughout August as the Badgers stage 
their preseason football camp at Camp Randall 
Stadium. 

UW athletic trainer Kyle Gibson, one of the 
exchange coordinators, said 13 Army medics 
will come in small groups to observe one of the 
more strenuous periods for medical attention 
by the UW sports medicine personnel. 

“That’s when we see a lot of injuries,” he 
said of the three-week training camp, which 
includes five two-a-day practice sessions. It 
began Tuesday and runs through the season 
opener Sept. 3. 

The month-long exercise comes on the heels 
of two trips to Fort McCoy, located just west of 
Tomah, by UW athletic trainers. 

Four went up in the first wave “and they 
came back with rave reviews on how realistic 
it is,” Gibson said, describing how $120,000 
mannequins can have their heart rates and 
blood flow altered based on the treatment 
circumstances. 

The second group, including Gibson, Pe- 
rez-Guerra and Michael Moll, the primary ath- 
letic trainer for football, visited Fort McCoy and 
provided an overview on evaluation techniques 
to 160 medics. 

“We're not making them into athletic 
trainers; they’re not making us into medics,” 
Helwig noted. “It’s just an information-sharing 
situation.” 

Helwig said the program that began with 
a discussion on shared concussion protocol is 
evolving into something much bigger. 

“We realized that a lot of their training is in 
trauma -- as you could imagine -- and not so 
much in some of the, if you will, minor things 
like sprains and strains and things like that,” 
he said. “We occasionally deal with trauma, but 
not to the extent that they do. 

“The whole thought was that we could help 
them understand a little bit better how to look 
at an ankle sprain, how to look at a muscle 
strain so that they can work with their people. 

“We're both interested in performance, obvi- 
ously. Ours is on the field or court or whatever. 
Theirs is performance in the (battle) field.” 

There are other similarities. Athletic trainers 
and medics share a like -- re: stressful -- eval- 
uation process in the field. They both have a 
chain of command involved in every decision. 
They also become emotionally invested in their 
patients. 

“We live in a what-if type of life where, 
‘What if this happens? Are we prepared? Have 
we done the training that we need to do to be 
prepared?” Gibson said. 

There’s a major difference, though. 

“They’re dealing with life-and-death 
situations and major trauma,” Moll said of 
the medics. “We're dealing with on-the-field 
injuries, which can be significant, but really, it’s 
a matter of us trying to get guys back as quickly 
and safely as possible.” 

Not only are medics dealing with mortal 
injuries, their lives are often at risk. 

“Tt gives us perspective that, hey, this is 
really just football,” Moll said. “It’s important 
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to everyone, but it’s much different.” 

Ehlers, who was deployed as a senior medic 
to Afghanistan in 2012 and ’13, said the teach- 
ing format grabs the attention of his charges 
who might otherwise be cavalier about the 
experience. 

“You don’t see ACL, MCL (knee) injuries 
sitting in a hospital somewhere,” he said. “But 
you do see it out at training events.” 

Such as a high-profile football practice 
where the participants and their efforts make 
headlines. In addition to injuries, medics will 
see UW sports medicine personnel initiate pre- 
ventative care before practice and the after-care 
when the daily session is over. 

“You put them in an environment like this 
where they’re seeing the people they look up 
to -- you don’t get a chance to interact with a 
T.J. Watt or a Vince Biegel or people like that,” 
Ehlers said. 

The cooperative plan calls for another rota- 
tion of medics to come to town in November 
to spend time with the men’s basketball team 
and in January to observe UW athletic trainers 
at work with men’s hockey. Visiting parties are 
there strictly to observe and ask questions. 

“It’s a great educational experience for my 
soldiers to come down (to Madison) and learn,” 
Ehlers said. 

All in all, it took 23 months for this idea to 
go from planting to harvest. 

“Tt started with a conversation with my 
leadership,” Ehlers said. “I asked if I could do 
it. They said, ‘It’s your baby. If you want to 
make it happen, try and make it happen.” 

Along the way, Ehlers met with football 
coach Paul Chryst and UW Director of Athletics 
Barry Alvarez and got their blessings. 

“They all have gone out of their way of 
saying they’re in full support of having these 
medics come down here and interact with their 
players and learn,” Ehlers said, adding UW of- 
ficials have been “absolutely amazing” in their 
support of the project. 

“It’s a lot of time an effort, but it’s going 
to be 100-percent rewarding when I see my 
soldiers finally get to start rolling through this 
fall,” Ehlers said. 

Helwig described Ehlers as “an honest, 
straight-forward guy who obviously, genuinely 
cares for what he does.” 

According to Ehlers, there is no monetary 
investment from either party. 

“It’s just a partnership based on mutual 
respect,” he said. 

When Ehlers was in Afghanistan in late 
2012, the base was visited by a group of touring 
NEL players. One was J.J. Watt, a former UW 
standout who now stars for the Houston 
Texans. 

At one point, Ehlers approached Watt, shook 
his hand and thanked him for all he’s done on 
behalf of Wisconsin. 

Fast forward to the spring of 2016. Ehlers 
was attending a UW spring practice session at 
the McClain Indoor Facility. By chance, so was 
Watt, a Pewaukee native whose brothers, Derek 
and T.J., followed him to Wisconsin. 

Ehlers again approached J.J., who instant- 


ly recalled their first meeting. A brief photo 
session ensued. 

It’s funny what can happen when a good 
idea takes wings. 

“It’s a milestone in my career to build a 
partnership with the University of Wisconsin 
and the Wisconsin Army National Guard,” 
Ehlers said. 

The payback goes in both directions. 

“This way we can do some very good com- 
munity service,” Helwig said. 

“T think it’s a great program because 
anytime we can give back as civilians to the 
military, we look for those opportunities,” 
Gibson said. 

“We can learn from them. They can learn 
from us. It’s a no-brainer of a program.” 


Inspiration rises 
as hair falls at 
Badgers Go Bald 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
April 16, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Bart Houston got a hair- 
cut Friday and it was kind of a big deal. 

It had been more than a year since his last 
one and the soon-to-be fifth-year senior quarter- 
back for the Wisconsin football team was glad 
to be rid of the excess flow. 

“Tt was getting a little crazy,” Houston said. 
“You wake up at night and you're chewing on 
hair.” 

The light brown shoulder-length locks 
disappeared in a hurry thanks in part to Jace 
Wolfe, who smiled broadly as he snipped five 
massive chunks of hair from Houston’s head 
with a pair of scissors and hurled them to the 
ground. 

In no time, Houston was sporting a buzz cut 
that left him thrilled even though the end result 
looked a bit untidy. 

The free styling came during the third-annu- 
al Badgers Go Bald, an event designed to give 
Wisconsin student-athletes an opportunity to 
show support for patients at American Family 
Children’s Hospital. 

Jace Wolfe is one of those kids. He’s 2 1/2 
and was diagnosed in early December with an 
advanced form of cancer, one that produced a 
tumor on his lung and has required two major 
surgeries to date. 

Jace is undergoing radiation treatment 
and chemotherapy, according to his mother, 
Michelle. A week-long series of radiation ses- 
sions ended not long before he and his family 
showed up at Camp Randall Stadium for the 
festivities. 

Houston didn’t know this. His eyes widened 
and his jaw dropped slightly as he processed 
the news. 

“That’s unbelievable,” he said. 

Houston was one of nine UW student-ath- 
letes — including the first two women — and 
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one administrator who agreed to let the kids cut 
their hair. 

Houston, Andrew Endicott, Matt Miller and 
Connor Udelhoven represented football; Andy 
Hamilton men’s rowing; Rylan Lubeck wres- 
tling; Ali Nageotte women’s golf; and Rachel 
Fleddermann women’s track and field. 

Chris McIntosh, a UW associate athletic 
director, also took part. 

Amid a luncheon buffet, families, media 
members and UW student-athletes watched as 
electric clippers buzzed and chunks of hair — 
black, blonde and sandy — fell to the floor. 

“To be in a room with all these kids is pretty 
incredible,” Udelhoven said. 

“People think that as Badgers we’re sup- 
posed to inspire little kids, but it’s the exact 
opposite in this situation,” Nageotte said. 

Speaking of which, you should have seen 
Jace. 

He arrived in a stroller with a multi-colored 
skull cap covering his bald head and a surgical 
mask covering most of his face. He looked tired 
as the assembled families were given a tour of 
the Student-Athlete Performance Center. 

But things began to change when the group 
moved to the UW football locker room. Kids 
saw the players’ lounge and were able to sit 
in locker stalls and were seen dancing to the 
sounds of music from the sound system. 

At one point Jace slipped on the helmet 
belonging to Endicott, a kicker from Roseville, 
California. His 28-pound frame teetered under 
its weight, but managed to keep his balance and 
was smiling when it was pulled off his head. 

From there it was out the players’ tunnel to 
the Camp Randall turf where sunny skies and 
a warm breeze greeted the group. Along the 
way, Houston, from Dublin, California, grabbed 
a couple footballs for the parents and kids to 
throw around. 

At one point Jace commandeered one of the 
footballs and, with onlookers cheering, tumbled 
into the end zone for a touchdown. 

“Sometimes you just go through the motions 
and take it for granted,” Houston said of all the 
amenities that surround him and his team- 
mates. 

“Running out on the field was never more 
exciting than watching them do it. They had 
just pure joy and it’s fun to see.” 

Before Jace took part in cutting Houston’s 
hair — he had help with the scissors, by the 
way — he participated in shearing Udel- 
hovern’s sandy blonde locks. 

Udelhoven didn’t know Jace’s back story, 
either. 

“T can’t even fathom,” he said after getting 
some of the details. 

“He's got a grin on his face the whole time. 
He’s having a blast.” 

Udelhoven, a long-snapper from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, paused for a moment as he looked 
around the room. 

“It’s very humbling,” he said. “If they can 
bring energy like that — smiling and running 
around with the cards they were dealt — 
there’s no reason why I should ever be down on 
anything.” 
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Who got the most out of this get-together? 

“T’d say myself, just seeing all the kids’ 
smiles and everything,” Udelhoven said. “I feel 
pretty fortunate to be in the situation that I am 
to be able to do events like this. Giving our time 
is nothing.” 

Nageotte, from Cleveland, Ohio, said she 
took part in honor of a friend back home whose 
teenage son is battling brain cancer. It cost her 
10 inches of wavy blonde hair. 

“These kids are such an inspiration to all of 
us as athletes, to see what they go through and 
to go through the day with a big smile on their 
face,” she said. “It says a lot about who they are 
as people and how they inspire us.” 

After each styling session was over, the new- 
ly coiffed posed for pictures with the children 
who manned the clippers. Jace beamed as he sat 
on Houston’s lap. 

“He has joy,” Houston said. “He has joy in 
his heart and it pours out onto me and to us. 

“Just watching him, everyone feels that joy 
and feels humbled.” 


DEFENSE 


Wisconsin defense 
thrives with ‘next man 
up’ refrain 


By Genaro Armas 
Associated Press 
Nov. 17, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Linebacker Vince Biegel 
attributes Wisconsin’s success in the face of 
injuries in part to a refrain familiar in college 
football locker rooms across the country. 

What makes the sixth-ranked Badgers stand 
out is that they have thrived with the “next man 
up” philosophy. 

Tough-as-nails defense has been a constant 
this season in Madison, helping Wisconsin 
seize control of the Big Ten West division. The 
Badgers (8-2, 5-2, No. 7 CFP) can ensure a trip 
to the league championship game by winning 
their final two regular-season contests, starting 
Saturday at Purdue . 

“We've had some unfortunate luck with 
players going down, but it goes down to the 
players that we have, and the mindset they 
have to step in,” Biegel said. 

A senior leader, Biegel has played for three 
head coaches. Bret Bielema was still in Madison 
when Biegel arrived as a redshirt freshman in 
2012. Gary Andersen followed for the next two 
seasons before current coach Paul Chryst took 
over in 2015. 

Biegel loves playing for Chryst, a Madison 
native who has restored stability. As a former 
Wisconsin player, Chryst embodies the grind- 
it-out, no-nonsense style on which the program 
prides itself. 

While Wisconsin would love to collect 


five-star recruits, the Badgers seem just fine 
with molding and developing lesser-regarded 
prospects. 

“T’ve overlooked at times the culture we 
have at the University of Wisconsin, because it’s 
just ingrained in you from Day 1, the precedent 
and standard we set here,” Biegel said. “It’s not 
the five-star, the four guys we don’t get. It’s the 
hard work in the offseason, the dedication, the 
focus we have.” 

That attitude, in turn, is handed down from 
each generation of Badgers, Biegel said, tran- 
scending coaching tenures. 

The Badgers are third in the FBS in scoring 
defense (12.7 points a game) and eighth in total 
defense (292.5 yards). They’re tops in the Big 
Ten in rushing defense 101.0 yards per game. 
And they’ve done it through a mix of injuries. 

Starting inside linebacker Chris Orr was lost 
for the season in the opener against LSU with a 
knee injury. Jack Cichy, a fellow starter inside, 
went down with a season-ending pectoral mus- 
cle injury last month against Iowa. 

Biegel missed two games with a foot injury. 
The Badgers lost both games — to top-five 
teams Michigan and Ohio State — but the 
defense still performed well with Garret Dooley 
filling in for Biegel. The Badgers held Michi- 
gan to a season-low point total in the 14-7 loss 
. Dooley remains an important player in the 
linebacker rotation. 

Low-key like Chryst, defensive coordinator 
Justin Wilcox heaps the praise on how his play- 
ers up and down roster get ready. 

“The guys have done a really good job of 
understanding the importance of practice, how 
it’s their time of going over their craft,” Wilcox 
said. “All the components that give you the 
opportunities to have some success.” 

Ryan Connelly and Leon Jacobs have both 
been more than capable replacements for Cichy, 
the leading tackler at the time of his injury. 

In the secondary, Lubern Figaro has im- 
proved through the year after taking over when 
third cornerback Natrell Jamerson went down 
with a leg injury early in the season. Jamerson 
is back, adding to the depth in what has been a 
solid secondary. 

Wisconsin had four interceptions last week 
against Illinois . 

Up front, Olive Sagapolu will miss the 
Purdue game this weekend because of a right 
arm injury. At 6-foot-2, 340 pounds, Sagapolu 
is a space-eating nose tackle who helps slow 
down the run. 

The Badgers turned to 6-4, 288-pound Conor 
Sheehy to play nose. It’s a position that he had 
played before, and while the defense lost size 
without Sagapolu, it gained more athleticism 
up front. 

“None of those D-linemen get enough 
credit. He might have a bad play now and then, 
but Conor plays steady football,” Wilcox said. 
“Conor's a guy who will do anything for the 
team; very, very smart, well prepared and real 
good technique.” 

Sheehy had figured to play more end this 
season, though he practiced at both positions. 

“Tt doesn’t matter to me,” Sheehy said, 
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“Whatever they need me to play.” 


Smart move: Defensive 
dominance helping 
Wisconsin set early 
tone 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Nov. 18, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- When Illinois kicker 
Chase McLaughlin sailed a 31-yard field goal 
through the uprights Saturday at Wisconsin, it 
might not have seemed like a particularly note- 
worthy play. But given the infrequency with 
which the Badgers have allowed first-quarter 
points, the kick may as well have been consid- 
ered a minor miracle. 

McLaughlin joined a short list of players 
who had scored against Wisconsin in the open- 
ing quarter this season. The others: Michigan 
State kicker Michael Geiger (48-yard field goal) 
and Ohio State kicker Tyler Durbin (25-yard 
field goal). 

That's it. Not one touchdown in the bunch. 

Wisconsin's defense has been stingy all sea- 
son and ranks tied for third nationally in points 
allowed per game. But the Badgers have been 
especially dominant early, surrendering nine 
first-quarter points, the fewest allowed of any 
FBS team in the country. Wisconsin’s average 
of 0.9 points allowed ranks ahead of Ohio (1.8) 
and Florida (1.9). It is an astonishing model 
of consistency that has kept the Badgers from 
playing catch-up during a memorable season. 

“Our goal each week is to come out with 
swagger and kind of let them know who we are 
early on because that gets in their head right 
away,” Wisconsin linebacker T.J. Watt said. 

“Tf you fire off the ball right away on the first 
couple snaps, then you kind of get them on 
their heels a little bit. Like, ‘Holy cow, we didn’t 
know this on film.” 

No. 7 Wisconsin (8-2, 5-2 Big Ten) plays at 
Purdue (3-7, 1-6) at noon ET Saturday, and the 
Badgers will attempt to keep their stellar starts 
going strong. Seven teams thus far have failed 
to put points on the board in the first quarter, 
including nationally ranked foes LSU, Michi- 
gan and Nebraska. Even though Wisconsin’s 
offense hasn’t converted as many drives into 
touchdowns as it would have liked, the Badgers 
have still outscored opponents 60-9 in the first 
quarter. 

In 150 minutes of first-quarter action, 
Wisconsin has trailed for a total of 7 minutes, 
38 seconds -- all against Michigan State on Sept. 
24. By the end of the quarter, Wisconsin held a 
7-3 lead on the way to a 30-6 blowout victory. 

“It’s just preparation,” Badgers cornerback 
Sojourn Shelton said. “Throughout the week we 
prepare at a high level. I think overall a lot of 
the guys on this team have played in a lot of big 
games and we understand that it’s just vital to 
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start fast. If you don’t start fast, you kind of put 
yourself behind a little bit. Especially as you get 
into the year and play some of the elite teams.” 

There is a symbiotic relationship between of- 
fenses and defenses, of course. And Wisconsin’s 
tendency to eat up clock offensively has helped 
preserve some of those defensive numbers. 
Wisconsin leads the nation in time of posses- 
sion, with an average per game of 35:06. But the 
defense’s ability to get off the field quickly also 
provides the offense with ample opportunity to 
move the ball. 

Among teams ranked in the top 10 for scor- 
ing defense this season, Florida is the only other 
school to have allowed fewer than 20 points in 
the first quarter (17). Michigan has allowed 28 
first-quarter points, and Ohio State has given 
up 33. 

“They’ve done a good job of making sure 
they’re ready for it,” Wisconsin coach Paul 
Chryst said of his players. “And I think they’re 
also a group that doesn’t take it for granted, 
doesn’t just assume that it will happen. They’ve 
got to be on point, they've got to be focused and 
they’ve got to bring the energy.” 

Purdue’s offense has the potential to test 
Wisconsin early, particularly if quarterback 
David Blough can connect with his receivers 
downfield. Blough leads the Big Ten in passing 
yards per game (292.1) but is prone to throwing 
interceptions and has a league-high 16 picks. 

In recent weeks, Purdue has been an ex- 
cellent first-quarter team. During its past four 
games against Nebraska, Penn State, Minne- 
sota and Northwestern, Purdue outscored its 
opponents 38-31 in the first quarter and led 
Minnesota and Northwestern. Over the final 
three quarters, however, those opponents dom- 
inated 147-48. The Boilermakers lost each game 
by double figures. 

Wisconsin players say there is no magic 
formula for their hot defensive starts other than 
playing smart, tough football with the proper 
mentality from the outset. Two more strong 
performances out of the chute to close the regu- 
lar season should position the Badgers for a Big 
Ten West title and a potential College Football 
Playoff spot. 

“It’s just having genuine confidence in our- 
selves going into the game,” Watt said. “Then 
getting a feel for it and firing off the ball real 
quick, delivering the first blow and letting them 
know we mean business is kind of our mantra.” 


How Wisconsin’s 
stout defense got 
even tougher 


By Joan Niesen 
Sports Illustrated 
Oct. 12, 2016 


Growing up in Brookfield, Wis., a suburb 
of Milwaukee, Chikwe Obasih lived a few 
minutes drive from Joe Thomas, the Browns’ 
All-Pro offensive tackle, who was a stalwart on 


Wisconsin’s offensive line from 2003 through 
‘06. Thomas’s mother, Sally, was Obasih’s 
school nurse at Hillside Elementary, and he 
eventually went to Brookfield Central, a high 


school known for churning out Badgers players. 


By his junior year Obasih, a defensive end, was 
the No. 1 recruit in the state in his class, and he 
looked like a lock to head to Madison. 

But Obasih resisted. He didn’t want to 
feel forced into the Wisconsin pipeline, so he 
considered Stanford, Vanderbilt and Illinois. 
Eventually, though, he signed with the Badgers. 
It just made too much sense—although logic 
has played almost no role in his football career 
since. 

Now a junior on a unit that has not finished 
worse than No. 7 in total defense during 
his time in Madison, Obasih may not be the 
Badgers’ best-known player, but he’s the heart 
of their squad, embodying the ethos of the D: 
Embrace the weird. 

Obasih is an outsized character, and one 
of the ways he expresses that is by assigning 
his teammates ... characters. Junior outside 
linebacker T.J. Watt, Obasih says, is Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in a comedic role. “He’s the 
type who’s going to start playing Christmas 
music in October and come screaming down 
the hallway singing joyfully,” he adds. “Action 
Schwarzenegger” is a designation reserved for 
Watt's injured position mate, mullet-wearing 
senior Vince Biegel. Junior inside linebacker 
Jack Cichy is a “little rabid bunny who has 
claws, and he tries to be really badass, but he’s 
just adorable.” Fellow inside linebacker T.J. 
Edwards is Uncle Tito from the early 2000s 
Nickelodeon show Rocket Power, Obasih says, 
comparing the ‘15 freshman All-America to 
a storytelling Hawaiian fry cook. And so he 
works his way through the entire starting de- 
fense, dropping references to everything from 
Batman & Robin to The Pink Panther. 

Obasih doesn’t comment on his own role, 
but he fancies himself the director of this 
slapstick comedy turned on-field horror film. 
Really, though, it’s new coordinator Justin 
Wilcox who’s orchestrating —and in many ways 
fostering —the madness. Going into Saturday’s 
game against No. 2 Ohio State in Madison, this 
crazy and cohesive group will be the key to the 
eighth-ranked Badgers’ attack on the Big Ten’s 
most versatile and talented team. 

Abb 

In the bowels of Camp Randall Stadium, a 
massive television mounted on a wall next to 
the Badger Alley Bistro is tuned to the Big Ten 
Network, which is rebroadcasting Wisconsin’s 
showdown with Michigan at the Big House. It’s 
the Wednesday after the game, and a group of 
elementary school children is there for a field 
trip. On the TV it’s 7-0 Wolverines, and one of 
the boys looks up, tugs a friend’s sleeve and 
asks if the Badgers are playing right now. “No,” 
the friend says. “They played already. They 
lost. But not a lot of points.” 

Even the kid knows where to find a bright 
spot in a loss. The Badgers ended up falling 
14-7, dropping them to 4-1, but “not a lot of 
points” has been their thing. Wisconsin, un- 
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ranked in the preseason, came out of nowhere 
to beat No. 5 LSU—and former defensive 
coordinator Dave Aranda—in Week 1, allowing 
only 14 points, and since then the team has 
given up 10, 17, 6 and 14 to enter Saturday’s 
game with the FBS’s fourth-best scoring defense 
(12.2 points per game). The Badgers have held 
opponents to a Big Ten-leading 90.4 rushing 
yards per game (along with 291.4 total yards, 
better than all but 10 FBS teams), and their sec- 
ondary, a potential weakness entering 2016, has 
surrendered only three passing touchdowns. 

Their formula relies on a stout run defense 
that allows minimal gains on first down, which 
limits offenses’ options on second down, then 
applying the heat on third, when Wisconsin 
has held opponents to just a 23.0% conversion 
rate. In Ohio State’s power spread, which is 
averaging 53.2 points and 537.6 yards, the D 
will face its toughest test this season. Sopho- 
more linebacker Chris Orr, who tore his ACL 
on Wisconsin’s first defensive series of 2016, 
still travels with the team and watches film with 
Wilcox. The keys to stopping the Buckeyes, he 
says, are exactly the things the Badgers do well: 
Line up fast, play with tempo and dominate in 
the trenches. The pass rush will also be crucial, 
which means the Badgers will need linebackers 
Garret Dooley, a junior, and Zack Baun, a fresh- 
man, to continue to play at a high level. “People 
try to hype up football like it’s a bigger game 
than it is,” Orr says. “It’s really simple: Play 
fast, play smart, play physical.” Still, to come 
out with a win, Wisconsin’s defense will have 
to be close to perfect—a reality that bothers not 
one of its players. 

Cichy, whose wavy brown hair is shaved 
on the sides and long on top, looks more like a 
Mad Max character than a long-eared mammal, 
and he’s exacting in his view of defense. “We 
see a lot of these games that are 50-48 or some- 
thing,” he says. “I couldn’t play defense like 
that.” Senior free safety Leo Musso agrees. This 
unit’s mentality, he says, is that 14 points is 14 
too many, regardless of the result. Says Wilcox, 
“You never condone in victory that which you 
wouldn’t in defeat.” 

Aranda was the mad scientist behind that 
mentality. During his three years in Madison 
the Badgers were first in the country in yards al- 
lowed per game, surrendering just 289.4. Their 
scoring defense ranked second, passing defense 
second and rushing defense fourth. Wilcox, 
who arrived after two seasons at USC, inherited 
a group light on big-name recruits (among the 
starters there are just two four-star prospects 
and no five-stars) but long on both experience 
and that very Wisconsin brand of tough. In light 
of the team’s success Wilcox knew major chang- 
es weren’t in order. Instead, he took the 3-4 
man defense Wisconsin has run for years and 
tweaked it, changing only the terms for play 
calls, not for reading offensive formations. He 
drilled down on fundamentals during spring 
ball to help forge a defense in which technique 
would become instinct, so that regardless of 
talent or athleticism, Wisconsin could line up 
and play with anyone. 

By the time camp started, the new coordi- 
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nator was able to set his players (relatively) 
free. “Once they understand the concepts of the 
defense and the techniques that they can use 

at their position, then they need to go play the 
game,” Wilcox says. “I just don’t want them 

to be robotic, and there’s a fine line in there. 
Freedom is a bit of a relative term. But as long 
as you know where you fit within things, then 
yeah, play the game.” 

For the players Wilcox was a perfect fit. 
None disparage Aranda’s approach—how 
could they?—but for a group whose core has 
played together for years, this freedom feels 
earned. “I think we're not so uptight,” senior 
cornerback Sojurn Shelton says. “My previous 
years here, don’t get me wrong, I played among 
some pretty good [defenses]. But this year, 
guys are coming out and being who they are.” 
Quirks and all. 

The week before Wisconsin’s Sept. 24 win 
over then No. 8 Michigan State 30-6, Biegel 
went to the barber to update his mullet. He 
often has designs shaved into the close-cropped 
sides of his head, but this time he decided to 
have them shaved completely, which left him 
looking an awful lot like Cichy. The two line- 
backers are already connected by position and 
by their reputation as the two loudest players 
on the defense, although Cichy says his screams 
are motivational while Biegel’s are nonsense, 
yelling for yelling’s sake. 

The two aren’t afraid to disagree, which 
they often do. But their jawing is restricted to 
the field, good-natured and often constructive. 
Cichy thinks it’s a by-product of how much the 
pair cares, and the tendency to chatter among 
themselves spread to the whole unit once the 
players were comfortable enough around one 
another that no hard feelings would ensue. 
“You don’t have to agree with the way I see 
things, but if you can understand it and respect 
it and you can add your input, I think that’s 
really big,” says Shelton. “And that’s a really 
big key. If Jack sees something on the field, and 
I think it’s different, we can definitely talk about 
it without it being a big situation.” 

The Badgers have also tried to channel more 
emotion into games this year. They’ve found 
they play better when they’re tackling with 
abandon, when they care less about how things 
look and more about how they feel. Shelton 
says he doesn’t mind if opposing players or 
fans think they look arrogant; that’s not what 
celebrations mean to him. Screaming, hand 
motions, dances—they’re all outgrowths of a 
good play and of the years of work he and his 
teammates have put into the game. 

With so many characters, though, it’s easy to 
wonder how the operation remains so cohesive. 
This summer, when the unit was running stairs, 
one player—guys decline to say who—decided 
to have some fun, cheering and laughing as 
he ran to get through the ordeal. It was how 
he coped. Another defender didn’t like that 
reaction and voiced his displeasure. The two 
began to squabble, but Watt intervened, and the 
tension passed as quickly as it popped up. Such 
moments are inevitable but fleeting. “I will say 


this,” adds Orr. “We like to keep smiles on each 
other’s faces.” 

bb 

Shelton has been a starter on teams that 
have won at least nine games in each of his 
first three years. But in the week leading up to 
Michigan, he says, he felt an energy he’d never 
experienced as a Badger. When Wisconsin 
entered halftime down 7-0, the locker room 
remained upbeat. Players resolved to let loose 
in the second half, to dance and thump and 
scream — which is exactly what they did as they 
tied the game in the third quarter. 

Then, in the fourth, the Badgers were again 
down a touchdown, and the Big House roared. 
It should have been daunting, but Shelton fed 
off the chaos. When the game went to a TV 
timeout, he took the few free seconds to soak in 
the scene. “You look around you and say, This 
is what I came here for,” Shelton says. “I came 
here to be down seven with six minutes left, 
and we have to get these guys off the field.” 

The defense held, but Wisconsin could not 
even the score. Still, that mind-set remains: 
These players came to Madison knowing 
they’d be underrated, knowing they'd rarely be 
favored against the likes of Michigan and Ohio 
State—and knowing the culture of Badgers 
football would make them believe no game was 
out of reach. Cichy, a former walk-on, turned 
down multiple lower-level offers for a chance 
to be part of the front seven. Musso picked 
Wisconsin even though the coaches wanted 
him to play a totally new position, because 
he’d grown up near Madison and sold Cokes 
at Camp Randall as a middle schooler, where 
he’d seen so many underdogs succeed before 
him—J.J. Watt, Joe Schobert, Jared Abbrederis— 
that he couldn’t help but believe. “Playing on 
this defense definitely re-sparked my love for 
the game,” Musso says. 

Theirs is an identity built as much on what 
they have to prove as quirky personalities. To 
be a former zero-star recruit like Cichy is as 
laudable as it is to be a four-star like Obasih. To 
be talented is fine, but to walk that line between 
crazy and confident—well, that’s the goal. 

When Aranda left for LSU, his players 
wished their beloved coordinator well. The 
money was good in Baton Rouge, they say 
he told them. He also, Obasih recalls, said he 
wanted to try his defense on a group with more 
natural talent. And yet, in the opener, LSU still 
lost to the Badgers 16-14. 

Ohio State will arrive with what’s perceived 
to be more natural talent too. As Obasih recalls 
the phrase, his voice drops. “Whatever,” he 
says. His eyes narrow, and for the first time he 
turns serious. “It’s whatever.” 
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Taking credit a foreign 
concept for Badgers’ 
dominant defense 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Sept. 28, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — There are many positive 
signs for the Wisconsin defense through four 
games. 

Only three offensive touchdowns allowed, 
one on the ground. 

Nine takeaways, including six interceptions. 

Eighteen three-and-outs on 46 possessions. 

Then there is this sign: Excellence without 
arrogance. 

It’s posted in one of the meeting rooms. 

“It’s OK to expect success as long as you 
earn it,” explained first-year defensive coordi- 
nator Justin Wilcox. “And you earn the right 
to expect success by the way you prepare and 
work. It’s not bravado. I think there’s some of 
that in the world today — how you outwardly 
act.” 

Confidence should not be mistaken for 
arrogance. Nor is it a byproduct. 

“You have to earn your confidence through 
your preparation — through the week and 
through the offseason,” Wilcox said. “You have 
to earn the right to be a confident player, a 
confident defense and a confident team and you 
do that through preparation.” 

Excellence without arrogance. 

“Tt means being great without being cocky,” 
said Wisconsin head coach Paul Chryst, who’s 
also a stickler for preparation and getting the 
most out of a practice. “It’s doing all you can do 
to be the best you can be. If you're arrogant, you 
just think that it’s going to happen.” 

Based on their interpretation of the words, 
it can mean different things to different players 
on the defense, though it carries the same 
weight. That goes for defensive end Chikwe 
Obasih from Brookfield Central and outside 
linebacker T.J. Watt from Pewaukee. Both are 
redshirt juniors. 

“Tt means each day is not given,” said 
Obasih. “We have worked and prepared for 
everything we’ve done. The excellence is being 
good or better for a consistent period; doing the 
little things no one else is doing; taking each 
day with the same approach: You have to keep 
working for it.” 

“We're going to do great things,” said Watt, 
“and when we do, don’t get cocky, don’t forget 
where you came from. At the end of the day, 
you've got to be humble and know it’s one 
week at a time. Anything can happen in college 
football. You can get beat anytime so you can’t 
expose yourself.” 

In a way, they did at Michigan State. There 
was a cautionary tale to come out of the victory. 
The Badgers were guilty of unsportsmanlike 
conduct on three occasions. “That led to penal- 
ties that Wisconsin usually doesn’t get,” Obasih 
said. “It got away from us and we had a talk on 
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the sidelines.” 

Chryst made sure that it was addressed. 

Confided cornerback Sojourn Shelton, “We 
talk a little trash here and there.” 

And he reasoned, “We're trying to create our 
own label.” 

Within reason, of course, he agreed. 

Obasih noted, “The players like to have fun, 
especially when we make plays.” 

There has been a lot of that going, play-mak- 
ing, with a young team that is now 4-0. 

It’s another sign of growth. Especially on de- 
fense. Linebacker Vince Biegel took it literally. 

“We've got signs all over,” he said of the 
motivational wall hangings. “Phrases that 
embody what Wisconsin is all about. It’s nice to 
go to your position meetings and to have those 
daily reminders on what is the goal and what is 
the focus. Smart, tough, dependable.” 

That would be the holy trinity of Wisconsin 
football. 

“We've had that drilled into our head,” 
said Shelton. “But that’s the way our defense is 
playing right now. We're playing smart. We're 
playing tough football, which is our style of 
football. And we're being dependable. Everyone 
can depend on the secondary doing their job.” 

He was speaking for the DBs. But the mes- 
sage is the same for every position group. 

“You look at a lot of the guys returning — 
guys who have played in games — and it’s just 
a matter of us doing our job,” said Shelton, a 
four-year starter. “A lot of us have been in so 
many of these situations that we know the plays 
are going to come. 

“So there’s no reason to try and force any- 
thing or to be a hero. They’re going to happen 
and you just have to be ready and in the right 
spot to make them. It doesn’t matter, either, 
who makes a play when we need a play. Who- 
ever makes them, we’re excited for them.” 

That could be a sign of many things. 

“They like each other,” Chryst suggested. 
“They play off each other.” 

Shelton cited an example. 

“Tf Biegel and Watt are getting to the 
quarterback, we're able to make plays in the 
secondary,” he said. “And if we’re able to hold 
receivers a couple of extra seconds here and 
there, it just gives them time to do what they do 
best, which is get after the quarterback.” 

They feed off each while not worrying who 
gets the credit. 

“It’s the body of work,” Biegel said, “that 
has made us who we are right now.” 

eeee 

There are more pleasurable exercises in life 
than running the Camp Randall Stadium steps, 
especially during the heat and humidity of 
summer. 

On one such day, there was less patience 
than usual between some teammates, not an 
unusual hazard given the amount of time they 
spend together during offseason workouts. 

“A couple of guys got jawing,” Watt said. 

What happened next was out of character 
for Watt, who had heard enough. 

“T gathered everyone,” he recalled, “and I 
said, ‘Listen, we’re a team ...” 


He went on to point out why it was im- 
portant to always keep that in mind regardless 
of any differences that might surface among 
individuals. 

“Let’s not argue with each other,” he 
implored them. “Let’s all be one. Let’s be a 
family.” 

Watt also knew “Things like this have to 
happen in order to build good chemistry.” 

While reaffirming that little disagreements 
between players are typical — “We're together 
for the whole summer and you get competitive 
with each other” — Watt’s reaction was still out 
of the norm. 

“For me, it was the first time I stepped up as 
a leader vocally,” admitted Watt. “I’ve always 
wanted to grow my role as a leader. But I’ve 
always kind of felt it wasn’t my place.” 

That all changed during spring practice 
when he took over as a starter; a significant 
milestone for a converted tight end who had 
battled injuries through his first two years on 
campus. 

“As I'm finally getting more playing time 
— being able to be more of a leader through 
action — I can follow it up through my words 
as well,” he said. “I feel like guys can look up 
to me.” 

Obasih hasn’t forgotten how he was cramp- 
ing on the stadium steps that day. He also re- 
membered Watt speaking up and how it caught 
him a little off-guard. 

“He hasn’t talked for awhile,” Obasih 
conceded. 

But the fact that Watt spoke his mind and 
called out some people underlined how players 
are expected to hold each other accountable; a 
characteristic of many close teams, and success- 
ful ones. 

“That’s who we are,” said Obasih. “We're a 
tight, close group.” 

There’s also a trust factor. Who can you 
count on? Who’s got your back? 

“There are plenty of times during workouts, 
especially when guys are struggling,” Obasih 
said, “you see other guys running out there to 
help them out, especially during the stadium 
stairs.” 

Shelton left that workout early to attend 
class. So he missed hearing what Watt had to 
say. 
“J missed the speech,” he said. “But I did 
hear about it. We need natural leaders like that; 
people who can bring us together. There are a 
lot of guys on this team who can do that.” 

Shelton singled out linebacker Jack Cichy 
for having the right things to say at the right 
time during the second half of the Georgia State 
game when things began to unravel on defense. 

“When we were down, he was telling us to 
stay the course,” he said. “He gave us a good 
speech on ‘Let’s just continue being us.” When 
we're in those situations, we have people who 
can step up.” 

Shelton is one of those people. 

“I’m truly enjoying it,” he said of his new 
role. “The guys ahead of me, Mike (Caputo) 
and D-Hill (Darius Hillary) prepared me for 
this role — to be a leader in the secondary.” 
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Chryst acknowledged that there is no short- 
age of leaders on the defense. Some are just 
more visible and vocal than others. 

“There are a number of them that are kind 
of leaders in their own way,” Chryst said. 
“Conor Sheehy leads by working. Chikwe 
(Obasih) is a good example of that. Moose (Leo 
Musso) is a leader. 

“You can take any one of those linebackers 
(Watt, Cichy, Biegel, T.J. Edwards) and if lead- 
ing is getting people to follow them or impact- 
ing others, there’s a bunch that do that.” 

Leaders set examples. 

“It’s crazy to see a guy like T.J. Watt, for 
instance, who’s not a reserved person but a 
straightforward person,” Shelton said 

“He’s telling me throughout the week, ‘Ev- 
ery time you make a play, every time I made a 
play, celebrate, bring excitement, bring juice.’ 

“It’s kind of cool when you hear that from 
a guy like T.J. who isn’t one to celebrate much. 
But he’s coming out of his shell and we're see- 
ing that this year. 

“You're seeing that with a lot of guys on 
this defense. Everybody is playing with a lot of 
excitement — kind of like there’s a fire under 
them. 

“That comes from the chemistry and com- 
munication aspect.” 

Obasih has a word for that winning combi- 
nation. 

“Camaraderie,” he said. 

Another word comes up often in discussion 
with how Wisconsin is playing defense. 

Unselfish. 

“T think it’s one of the better attributes of 
this team — but absolutely on defense,” Chryst 
said. “They’re not worried about the stats as 
much as the end result. 

“T didn’t get a sense that anyone was upset 
that Moose (Musso) got the touchdown (on 
the scoop and score at Michigan State) and not 
someone else. 

“They’re putting the team or group ahead of 
themselves.” 

Cichy is the leading tackler. He has 23. Eight 
players have 10 or more. A different player has 
led the team in tackles in each of the first four 
games. 

The lack of star power is more of an en- 
dorsement than an indictment. 

“T feel like we take great pride having a 
good group as a whole,” said Watt. “I don’t 
think one guy has to make a heroic effort. 

“As we all say, ‘Everyone has to do their 
1/11th — their one job — and we'll be a great 
defense.’ I think it’s pivotal to our success. 

“We all do our job. Everyone is doing their 
assignment. No one is trying to do too much. 
There are times you have to trust that guy be- 
hind you is going to fill that gap for you.” 

The unselfish nature of the defense is a 
defining trait, according to Biegel. 

“That embodies our defense,” he said. 
“We've got guys on our defense who are self- 
less. Sometimes you'll be a decoy, sometimes a 
guy has a more favorable blitz and you have to 
be unselfish. 

“That’s what Wisconsin football is all about 
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— being unselfish.” 

It’s all in the details. That’s another sign in 
the meeting room: Details. 

“It’s always something you stress,” Wilcox 
said. “I think the guys understand how import- 
ant they (the details) are. They understand that 
everything they do — the technique, the effort, 
the awareness — all of those things matter.” 

It feels like they may be just scratching the 
surface. 

“Up to this point, we’re proud of what 
we've put on tape,” Biegel said. “But there’s a 
lot more we can do to get better.” 

Added Shelton, “Right now, we're really 
clicking. But we’re not satisfied. We know that 
we can do so much more and that’s going to be 
the plan.” 

In this context, Wilcox cautioned, “There are 
going to be challenging times ahead — chal- 
lenging plays, challenging drives, challenging 
games. 

“The more the guys respect and care about 
each other, their perseverance will show 
because those times are coming and that’s just 
part of it.” 

The fun part of it. Really. That’s how the 
players are looking at their growing pains. 

“The best thing overall,” Shelton said, “is 
that we’ve faced some adversity (trailing in the 
fourth quarter to LSU and Georgia State) and 
when we did, we all stayed positive and never 
deterred from the plan or a straight path.” 

It was like Watt was saying earlier about 
how things have to happen to build chemistry. 

“Everyone loves each other,” Watt was 
saying now. “We all get along really well on 
and off the field. It’s so much fun. We're having 
a blast. But we know there’s a lot of room for 
improvement.” 

Excellence without arrogance. 


Wisconsin defense 
shows success is more 
than product of former 
coordinator 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
September 7, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- The man whom many 
deemed most responsible for Wisconsin’s recent 
defensive ascension stood on the other sideline 
Saturday, in charge of a new unit on a different 
team. And without him, it was reasonable to 
wonder just how good the Badgers might be. 

For three years, defensive coordinator 
Dave Aranda helped build Wisconsin into the 
nation’s best defense statistically. When he left 
in January for the same position at LSU, there 
were questions about how much Wisconsin’s 
defense was the product of his system or the 
product of its on-field talent. 

The litmus test arrived at Lambeau Field 
in a game that coincidentally pitted Aranda’s 


old defense against his current team. And 

any doubts about whether Wisconsin could 
maintain its perch among the best defenses in 
the country were quelled with a resounding 
performance during a 16-14 victory against No. 
5 LSU. 

Wisconsin held LSU to 257 yards of total 
offense, kept Heisman Trophy hopeful Leonard 
Fournette out of the end zone, forced two fum- 
bles and intercepted two passes. In one game, 
the Badgers demonstrated their triumphs were 
not merely the result of a scheme designed by 
one coach. Rather, it will be the sum of their 
parts that truly separates them. 

“For us, it was just continue to go out there 
and execute,” Badgers linebacker Vince Biegel 
said after the game. “Kind of what we did in 
the spring and what we did in fall camp. We’ve 
got a lot of guys returning on our defense, and 
we've got guys who played in a lot of ball- 
games. We're confident in what we can do.” 

Certainly, many of the pieces established 
under Aranda remain in place under current 
Badgers defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox. 
Wisconsin still operates out of a base 3-4 set, 
and six starters off last year’s team were on the 
field for the opener. But the Badgers insist that 
while the defense is similar, it is not identical. 
There are different tendencies, terminologies, 
players and ways in which the group will 
attack. 

“The biggest difference with the front seven, 
I'd just say the way we were able to defeat 
blocks,” Badgers linebacker Jack Cichy said. “A 
lot of times with Aranda’s scheme, it would be 
just one-for-one and this guy’s going to make 
the tackle. It was just how it was going to fit. 

“But with Wilcox, he kind of gives us free 
rein to trust in our technique and be able to 
defeat guys. And you see that with Alec James 
getting tackles in the backfield. You see that 
with T.J. Watt and Vince just being able to 
destroy blocks and make TFLs. That’s one thing 
that I think this defense will do very well.” 

Cichy led Wisconsin with eight tackles, but 
he was far from the only one to make a major 
impact. When starting inside linebacker Chris 
Orr suffered a season-ending ACL injury on 
Wisconsin’s first defensive series, his replace- 
ment, Ryan Connelly, entered and finished 
second on the team with seven tackles. 

Cichy, Biegel and James each recorded 
a tackle for loss. Cichy and defensive back 
Arrington Farrar forced fumbles, and defensive 
end Chikwe Obasih recovered a fumble. Watt 
and nose guard Conor Sheehy registered quar- 
terback hurries. 

“T don’t think it surprised me,” Cichy said. 
“T knew that how we were structured and how 
well all my teammates have been doing all 
camp, I think we went into that game knowing 
what we were capable of. As each series went 
on, we were able to get more comfortable and 
be like, ‘All right, we’re this good. We can kind 
of physically impose our will on whoever we 
play.” 

Perhaps the most important development 
was the play of the secondary, which replaced 
three starters off last year’s unit. Derrick 
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Tindal intercepted LSU quarterback Brandon 
Harris just before halftime. And safety D’Cota 
Dixon made the play of the game, securing the 
game-clinching interception with 57 seconds 
remaining in the fourth quarter. 

“We can do really special things as a unit, 
and I think that we have a lot of confidence in 
the secondary even though a lot of people think 
they’re young and inexperienced,” Watt said. 
“That lets the front seven go to work and just be 
really confident in what we're doing, knowing 
that they can cover us in the back end.” 

Badgers quarterback Bart Houston said the 
defense’s effort reaffirmed that the consequenc- 
es of offensive mistakes might be lessened this 
season. When Houston was intercepted after 
underthrowing his receiver in the end zone, the 
defense held. James recorded a critical third- 
down sack to force the Tigers out of field goal 
range and into a punt. 

“T think those guys are really setting a name 
for themselves,” Badgers running back Corey 
Clement said. “They might possibly have the 
No. 1 defense again if those guys really stick to 
it and keep preparing.” 

Badgers coach Paul Chryst cautioned that 
the defense would be tested in the coming 
games. Akron, which plays at Wisconsin this 
week, has a quarterback who threw for 407 
yards with six touchdowns in the opener. Ohio 
State, Michigan and Iowa averaged 61.7 points 
in their Week 1 victories. 

But, at the very least, the Badgers’ perfor- 
mance represented an encouraging start for 
players who don’t intend to have their success- 
es defined by a man who no longer coaches 
them. 


Coordinator Wilcox 
says don’t judge him 
on words, judge him by 
the scoreboard 


By Sean Keeler 
Landof10.com 
August 13, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Don’t judge him by the 
SkyMiles. Or the adjectives. 

Versatile. Physical. Teacher. Personable. A 
lot of words have been handcuffed to Justin 
Wilcox over the last dozen years or so, from 
Boise to Knoxville, from Seattle to SoCal to 
Madison. Some good, some bad, most true. 

Stuff them. Stuff ‘em all. 

If you're going to judge him, he only asks 
one thing: Do it by his actions. 

“When you're new, at the first team meeting 
we had, it’s not like you sit there and give some 
speech and say, ‘Hey, guys, you've gotta trust 
me,” Wisconsin’s new defensive coordinator 
told Landof10.com. “That’s for the movies, you 
know? 

“T think it’s what you do every day. It’s how 
you work with them. And my job is to get to 
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know them, and we spent time at that, on the 
field and off the field. And it’s a good group of 
guys. It’s not like you get to know somebody 
intimately over, you know, a couple of months. 
Personalities are different all the way around: 
Players, mine, all that. But it’s been a great 
group of people to be around and I really ap- 
preciate how they’ve gone about their work.” 

You deal. You grind. Such is the mantra in 
Mad City: Once the cards are shuffled, play the 
best dang hand you can, shut your trap, and 
dig. 

The Badgers are going on their fourth de- 
fensive or co-defensive coordinator in five years 
— a revolving philosophical door that started 
with Chris Ash (now the head coach at Rutgers) 
and Charlie Partridge (now running the show 
at Florida Atlantic) sharing the controls in 2011, 
turned to Wilcox in 2016, and saw three seasons 
of Dave Aranda in the middle doing wacky, 
non-conventional Dave Aranda things. 

“Now Coach Wilcox is my defensive 
coordinator,” offered senior linebacker Vince 
Biegel, who has remained grounded — for the 
most part — as the philosophies have spun all 
around him. “And there isn’t a guy in this coun- 
try you wouldn’t love more than Coach Wilcox 
as my defensive coordinator.” 

Few guys in this country are as well-trav- 
eled. Madison is Wilcox’s fourth stop over the 
last decade after spells running the defenses at 
USC (2014-’15), Washington (/12-’13), Tennessee 
(10-’11) and perhaps most impactfully, Boise 
State (2006-’09). 

In general, folks who know Wilcox best 
describe his defenses the way Bruce Lee used 
to describe water: It can flow, it can crash. Put it 
in a cup, it becomes the cup. Put it in a bottle, it 
becomes the bottle. Put it in a teapot, it becomes 
the teapot. 

Wilcox adapts — to his strengths, to his 
roster, to the dance card. The Badgers return six 
starters, including all but one starting lineback- 
er, off a unit that led the FBS in scoring defense 
(13.7) and ranked second in overall defense. We 
know the 3-4 base will remain a starting point. 

Everything else? Water. 

“No, it’s not the same defense,” Wisconsin 
coach Paul Chryst said. “We just talked about 
(how) two safeties are gone and a cornerback is 
gone, the linebacker of the year is gone and we 
play a whole different schedule, really. 

“There'll be some similarities. But we were 
going to be different no matter what because of 
personnel and because of who we're playing, 
the (teams) that we’re facing, so ... and that’s 
the fun of the season, is who are we going to be 
offensively and defensively and special teams 
and develop as a team? We know what we want 
to be, and that’s the beauty of the journey of a 
season.” 

They want to knock your block off, forma- 
tion be damned. Wilcox is down with that. 
Always has been. 

“You can’t be a good football player and not 
be physical,” said Wilcox, a former cornerback 
and safety at Oregon and the son of Hall-of- 
Fame linebacker Dave Wilcox. “I don’t care if 
you're a cornerback, a defensive lineman, even 


a quarterback. It’s a physical game. You’ve got 
to exhibit toughness, and it’s a part of the game. 
And if you're not wired that way, yes, it’s our 
job to teach them, given them the techniques so 
they can be physical. And incorporate that in 
practice and control it when we need to control 
it. But you have to be a physical player and a 
physical team in order to win.” 

He raised two fingers, rabbit-ears style. 

“That's just how it is,” Wilcox continued, 
“even (with) the quote-unquote ‘finesse’ teams 
that people maybe label as ‘finesse,’ I don’t 
think you're going to be a good team. No matter 
what style you play, you can’t be a ‘finesse’ 
team — that just doesn’t happen.” 

We know his better crews force the issue. 
And takeaways. Wilcox’s 2009 defense at Boise 
State ranked 14th in scoring defense and third 
in in turnover margin. His USC bunch in 2014 
was among the top 20 nationally in turnover 
margin and opponent third-down conversion 
rate. In 2015, the Trojans led the Pac-12 in oppo- 
nent third-down conversions while scoring five 
defensive touchdowns. 

Of course, they also gave up 40 points or 
more to Oregon (48), Notre Dame (41) and Stan- 
ford (41 twice over), a return that prompted 
some Troy faithful to launch a FireJustinWilcox. 
com site. Lovely. 

“Obviously, that’s something that we’re 
going to emphasize and a lot of people empha- 
size,” Wilcox said. “Everybody says, ‘We're go- 
ing to be physical.’ We're not unique in that. It’s 
how you go about your daily (responsibilities) 
and how you approach your work and what 
you do on the practice field which will carry 
over to the games. That’s when you become 
physical.” 

Wilcox has seen it all twice over, even at 
age 39. At Oregon, he majored in — wait for 
it — anthropology; Wilcox gets people, in part, 
because he studied them. He’s gone big. He’s 
gone small. He’s done old. And young. His 
Volunteers unit in 2011 ranked 28th nationally 
in total defense with three freshmen in the 
starting lineup. 

“T think the fans back home can expect to 
see the same thing, still the same (basic) nuts 
and bolts of a Wisconsin defense that made us 
successful in the past,” Biegel said. “But you 
will see some different types of (process) and 
some different types of wrinkles to our game.” 

So what's it going to be? 

Cup? Bottle? Teapot? 

None of the above? Or all? 

“It’s hard work, putting your time in, getting 
dirty and sweat,” Wilcox chuckled. “And that 
investment, that (work), that’s not Disneyland 
fun, it’s not vacation fun, it’s not going-to-the- 
beach fun. It’s just not. 

“It’s a different kind of (satisfaction) when 
you invest fully in something and then you see 
the benefit of it. The benefits can be you making 
a sack or an interception, or it can be just how 
you live your life. That’s the great thing about 
football, is that so much of this carries over off 
the field. And so, that’s, to me, what the fun 
part is. Seeing those things to come fruition.” 

Seeing the actions. And the scoreboard. Be- 
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cause, ultimately, the latter is how Wilcox will 
be judged, same as it ever was. 


Flipping staff offers 
new perspectives 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
April 21, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Imagine wide receivers 
Rob Wheelwright, Jazz Peavy, Reggie Love and 
George Rushing sitting in a meeting room with 
defensive backs coach Jim Leonhard, who’s 
telling them, “This is what hurts us and gives 
our guys trouble.” 

Imagine defensive backs Sojourn Shelton, 
Derrick Tindal, Leo Musso and Arrington 
Farrar sitting in a meeting room with wide re- 
ceivers coach Ted Gilmore, who’s telling them, 
“This is what we're trying to accomplish if we 
take this certain split.” 

Imagine offensive linemen Ryan Ramczyk, 
Jon Dietsen, Michael Deiter, Beau Benzschawel 
and Jacob Maxwell sitting in a meeting room 
with defensive line coach Inoke Breckterfield, 
who’s telling them, “This is how we're trying to 
defeat a down block.” 

Imagine defensive linemen Chikwe Obasih, 
Conor Sheehy, Olive Sagapolu, Alec James and 
Jeremy Patterson sitting in a meeting room with 
offensive line coach Joe Rudolph, who’s telling 
them, “This is what we're trying to do with this 
combo.” 

Imagine that? Offensive players meeting 
with defensive coaches. Defensive players 
meeting with offensive coaches. Wisconsin head 
coach Paul Chryst imagined “flipping” his staff 
for a day -- “I always wanted to do that” -- and 
acted on that desire prior to the midway point 
in spring practice. 

“One of your goals is to grow your football 
knowledge,” he directly said of March-April 
football. “I started going to different meetings 
and I was picking up stuff (from his assistants) 
and I thought, ‘That’s a great way to teach.’ So 
[had the coaches flip and they got some good 
energy.” 

That led Rudolph to taking a seat with the 
D-line in Breckterfield’s room. 

“When Joe was in my meeting,” Breckter- 
field said, “I’d referenced him, showed a play 
and turned to him, ‘Joe, what are you telling 
this guy ...” 

Breckterfield returned the favor by sitting in 
with the O-line. 

“And when Nokes was in my meeting,” 
said Rudolph, “I'd ask him, ‘Can you talk about 
these two-on-two games and what you're trying 
to do.’ And he got up and spoke about that.” 

That got Chryst to thinking, “Maybe we 
should do this with the players?” 

And so it came about that the receivers 
met with Leonhard, the DBs with Gilmore, 
the O-line with Breckterfield, the D-line with 
Rudolph, the running backs with Justin Wilcox, 
the linebackers with John Settle and so forth 
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and so on -- exposing the position groups to a 
different perspective and voice. 

“Coach's whole theory is that it’s good for 
them to hear what we’re teaching on the other 
side of the ball,” Gilmore said. “We tell our 
guys to have a plan. So if you understand what 
they’re trying to do, what they’re trying to take 
away, you have a better understanding of what 
you need to do. 

“For example, those guys (the defensive 
backs) were curious about what I was teaching 
from a release standpoint; ‘If you run this route, 
what are you trying to accomplish?’ They had 
some great questions and all of them stem from 
releases. Why is he releasing this way to get 
here?” 

Shelton, the most experienced player in the 
secondary, had a specific inquiry for Gilmore. 

“There was one route that I was struggling 
with,” Shelton said. “We call it a ‘Hero’ -- it’s an 
in-and-out route. He (Gilmore) showed us what 
the quarterback and receiver are thinking when 
they’re going against us and it kind of changed 
my perspective a little bit on how I have to play 
it.” 

The quarterbacks also sat in with the wide 
receivers and had questions for Leonhard, too. 

“They (QBs) asked about depth and how 
important it is,” Wheelwright said. “He 
(Leonhard) touched on getting that extra few 
steps. If the route is 16 yards, make sure you get 
16, because an extra two steps can change the 
whole defense. If you cut things short, it’s easier 
for the defensive player.” 

Wheelwright loved the interaction. So did 
Peavy, who listened intently to Leonhard break- 
ing down coverages and leverages predicated 
on down-and-distance. In this case, Peavy 
was schooled on how the corner might shade 
a receiver inside or outside depending on the 
third-down situation. 

“Tn our receiver room, we're always talking 
about what the DBs are doing -- how they’re 
trying to attack this and that,” Peavy said. 

“To be in their position room and have their 
position coach telling us what they’re doing in 
certain situations, it just gives you a chance to 
play a little faster.” 

Wheelwright and Peavy were well-versed 
on Leonhard’s 10-year playing career in the 
NEL, so they were especially attentive when 
Leonhard talked about some of the elite receiv- 
ers that he had faced during games or practices 
while toiling for the Bills, the Ravens, the Jets, 
the Broncos and the Browns. 

“There’s an illusion of what makes a guy 
(wide receiver) special as far as what you see 
on TV,” Leonhard told them. “But when you're 
competing against them, day-in and day-out, 
year-in and year-out, you get a better sense of 
why a guy was at a top level and why he was 
able to stay there.” 

Steve Smith, a 15-year veteran and three- 
time All-Pro, was one of Leonhard’s examples. 

“He’s so competitive and he’s going to find 
a way,” Leonhard said. “Whether it was in the 
run game or the pass game, he was going to 
fight you -- literally sometimes -- but he had 
that edge to him and when you have that as a 


player you're going to succeed ... you're not 
backing down.” 

Gilmore was an assistant for three seasons 
with the Oakland Raiders, so he could also 
draw from his pro experience on how receivers 
set up DBs. “He showed us some film of NFL 
guys,” Shelton said, “and their tendencies with 
arm or shoulder movements when they’re 
about to break their route off.” 

The insider access was priceless, tailback 
Dare Ogunbowale confirmed. 

“Tt was awesome,” he said. “We learned 
how to play running back through the eyes of 
a linebacker. We learned their technique and 
what they want to do. 

“Tt was real beneficial actually having Coach 
Wilcox make an outline for us and go through it 
point by point on what the linebackers are look- 
ing at pre-snap -- whether it’s our eyes or it’s 
our posture or it’s our stance, if we’re stacked 
over the tackle or more over the guard, a lot of 
stuff like that.” 

Linebacker T.J. Edwards, by the same token, 
picked up tips from Settle, an ex-NFL assistant. 

“T thought it was cool just to see what the 
running backs were looking for,” Edwards said. 
“We, as linebackers, have a general idea of what 
they're trying to do. But it was really good to 
hear it straight from Coach Settle. It just gave us 
a better understanding of what they’re trying to 
accomplish.” 

Every player seemed to come away from the 
experience more in tune with their teammates. 

“Tt was really insightful,” said linebacker 
Jack Cichy. “The running backs are kind of like 
our arch-nemesis. We’re trying to read what 
they’re doing and they’re doing the same exact 
thing to us. So it’s funny to see how they take 
their progressions and definitely helpful to kind 
of get inside their mind.” 

The matchups on the line of scrimmage are 
no different than anywhere else. “It’s a chess 
match,” said Obasih. “I liked hearing how he 
(Rudolph) motivated his guys and what their 
mindset is before they go into every single 
play. Hearing it from his point of view is pretty 
beneficial.” 

After Breckterfield’s presentation, 
Benzschawel said, “It gives you a whole better 
understanding of what the defense is doing and 
what they’re going to bring as far as pressures. 
It helps us pick up on those little keys that can 
get us better. You know why they’re doing it.” 

That hit on a bigger picture. Why are they 
doing this? 

“Tf the guys know that we're all in it for their 
development and their growth, no matter which 
side of the ball they’re on,” Rudolph said, “it 
shows what a team and a program is all about. 
If they know that -- this is what we’re teaching 
-- it brings them back to, ‘What do I need to do 
to be successful?” 

This informational exchange opened some 
eyes and minds -- along with the dialogue. 

Between coach and coach. Between coach 
and player. Between player and player. 

“Tf Jimmy (Leonhard) can open up the lines 
of communication,” Chryst said, “and, all of 
a sudden, Rob Wheelwright or Jazz Peavy are 
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going up and talking to him -- or the ‘backers 
are talking to Set (Settle) -- it just helps you as 
a team. 

“It’s not why we did it, but it’s a good resid- 
ual. You're spending time with people that you 
don’t normally spend as much time with. You 
love the competition part (offense vs. defense). 
But, in the end, we all want the same thing -- we 
want to get better. I’d absolutely do this again.” 


SECONDARY 


Leonhard’s next 
chapter is a natural fit 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 2, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — As the door closed on 
the Lot 17 parking ramp elevator, the exuber- 
ant fans yapped amongst themselves, a lively 
conversation spiced with an occasional hoot 
and holler over what they had just witnessed, a 
thrilling overtime victory against Nebraska at 
Camp Randall Stadium. 

Standing silently in front of the elevator 
control panel was a bright-eyed young man in 
a red windbreaker. Slight of stature, he had an 
inquisitive, boyish face that once prompted a 
football mentor to say, “You look at him and 
think he should be doing your taxes and not 
playing safety for you.” 

All the while to their floor, the post-game 
revelers were oblivious to who they were riding 
the elevator with — a three-time All-American; 
a hood ornament for the walk-on program; a 
10-year NFL veteran; a member of the school’s 
Hall of Fame; and the first-year secondary 
coach for the Badgers. 

Jim Leonhard, who has his own billboard in 
his hometown, didn’t seem to mind. 

“It’s pretty standard,” he said. “I don’t get 
recognized too much and I’m OK with that.” 

The 34-year-old Leonhard rode the elevator 
to the top of the ramp where family and friends 
were waiting for him Saturday night. “That’s 
what it’s all about,” he said. “If you’re going to 
put this time into it, to me, the family has to be 
all on board. And they love it. That’s the biggest 
piece to me.” 

Among those greeting him (besides wife 
Katie, mom Debbie and brothers Tyler and Bri- 
an) was his basketball and baseball coach from 
Flambeau High School in Tony (population 111 
as of July). That’s where the billboard honors 
the “Walk-on to All-American” achievement 
of “Jimmy” Leonhard. Don Leonhard, the 
aforementioned prep coach, has always been a 
sounding board for his son. 

“T learned a lot about competing — how 
to play and how to compete (from him),” Jim 
Leonhard said. “He loves football. He gets it. 
He understands the game. He has watched a 
lot of it over the years. He understands some 
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schemes and how we're trying to approach 
things.” 

The Leonhard approach has drawn positive 
reviews even though he had no previous coach- 
ing experience. Not that anyone is surprised 
that he has made such a seamless transition or 
had such an immediate impact given his ster- 
ling reputation as a “coach on the field” during 
his playing days. 

“He’s just a really good coach,” said head 
coach Paul Chryst. “You think that, you believe 
that and you know why (after seeing him 
coach). To see it and to see the kids responding 
to his coaching, it’s the one thing that stands 
out. He’s as good or better than you thought.” 

Others have observed the same things. 

“Coach Leonhard has a different coaching 
style than I’ve seen from the rest of the second- 
ary coaches who have come through here,” said 
senior outside linebacker Vince Biegel. “What I 
mean by that is, it’s a different type of relation- 
ship. It’s like a player-to-player deal. 

“He has been through the NFL; he has seen 
many offenses and he’s a great guy to pick his 
brain. It has been fun seeing him give confi- 
dence to our young corners and young guys, 
who haven't had a lot of experience. It’s great to 
have coach Leonhard back where he belongs — 
at Wisconsin.” 

Sojourn Shelton, the only returning starter 
in the secondary, confirmed what Biegel was 
saying. 

“The first thing I felt from him was just the 
confidence that he brought into the (meeting) 
room, especially with us going through another 
coaching change at our position,” Shelton said. 
“He believed in everyone in that room and 
he was just excited for us to go out and make 
plays.” 

Shelton, a senior, then paid the ultimate 
compliment to Leonhard. 

“T wish I could be here for another year,” he 
said. 

eeee 

When he put pro football in his rearview 
mirror, announcing his retirement 48 hours 
before the Cleveland Browns’ regular-season 
finale in 2014, Leonhard didn’t want to make 
any hasty decisions on what he was going to do 
next beyond returning to the home that he was 
building outside of Madison. 

Leonhard had many conversations about 
his future with Katie, whom he met as a UW 
freshman. 

“Tt was almost daily for awhile,” he said. 
“We were just trying to decide what life after 
playing was going to be and we kicked around 
a lot of things. It was big for me to figure out if 
there was something that kind of jumped at me 
outside of football that I could get passionate 
about. 

“T really wanted to take the time to evaluate 
it. [had a lot of meetings and met with a lot of 
people. And there were some things that were 
very interesting that maybe one day I’d like to 
do. But it wasn’t the time. So, I decided to get 
back into football. 

“T took a year to get away — to kind of get a 
break from it mentally. I came in and watched 


some film (of Wisconsin’s defense) and I talked 
with coach (Dave) Aranda (then the defensive 
coordinator) a little bit. It was much less from 
what I had been doing, so it was a break. I 
needed that.” 

After accepting Chryst’s offer to join the 
staff, Leonhard wanted to make a good first 
impression. 

“T’ve met a lot of coaches and been in a lot of 
different (meeting) rooms,” he said. “Obvious- 
ly, you try to take some of the stuff that you 
learned from those initial meetings with play- 
ers. You're trying to set the tone and get your 
personality across a little bit. 

“My big thing was trying to tell the defen- 
sive backs what was important to me, who I 
was, how I felt that I could make them better 
and how we can win as a group. I’m huge on 
respect — in earning respect. You don’t give 
it to anybody. They have to earn it from you. 
Myself included.” 

That was how he phrased it, too. Leonhard 
has always preached that football is all about 
doing. Earning your keep. In a playoff game 
with the New York Jets, he dove on a loose ball 
without his helmet which had come off when 
he forced the fumble (later ruled an incomplete 
pass). 

That’s how he played the game. Leonhard 
had that picture framed. 

“T don’t expect any respect,” Leonard told 
his DBs in no uncertain terms during his first 
meeting. “I know you think you know who I 
am and what I've done in my career. But until 
I prove that I deserve it — don’t just give it to 
me. That was very important.” 

So was spring practice, the first opportunity 
for Leonhard to teach his players on the field. 

“Tt was a big learning experience for me,” he 
said. “What can this level of athlete do? How 
much information can they retain? With tech- 
niques, what can they do? What can’t they do? 
It was great to have spring ball and then have a 
little break and kind of reevaluate.” 

What worked? What didn’t? Thinking 
aloud, he said, “Maybe this drill didn’t quite get 
across what I wanted. Maybe I needed video to 
explain this a little better. It was a little mix and 
match until I figured it out. I felt like coming 
back for camp, I was pretty locked in as far as 
how I wanted to coach.” 

Shelton remembered the first couple of 
times watching video with Leonhard, who 
started 73 of 142 career games in the NFL and 
came up one step short of the Super Bowl on 
three occasions with teams that made it to the 
AFC Championship game. 

“You could definitely tell that he was on a 
whole other level as far as his IQ for the game,” 
said Shelton, the most experienced player on 
the Badgers with 45 starts in 48 career games. 
“He’s a special person to be around when it 
comes to football. 

“Coach Leonhard can relate to us on a lot 
of things. If we give up a pass completion, we 
can always go up to him and he’s not going 
to get upset with us. Instead, he’s telling us, ‘I 
understand what you're seeing. Now, the next 
time you see it, try doing this.” 
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Has Shelton ever seen Leonhard lose his pa- 
tience or get mad during a practice or a game? 

“T think I’ve only seen him mad once,” he 
said. “And it wasn’t like he was upset mad or a 
very angry mad. It was just one of those things 
where I’m around him so much, I could see it in 
his face that he was a little irritated. 

“We're college students, we're playing 
college football. I’d expect him sometimes to 
get a little agitated with us. But every guy in 
the room respects Coach Leonhard so much, he 
doesn’t have to get upset for us to know, ‘Hey, 
we have to tighten it up.” 

Leonhard doesn’t believe in losing his 
temper. 

“T just got on them a little bit for some off- 
the-field stuff,” he said. “On the field, I think a 
lot of coaches take the approach that players are 
trying to make mistakes and I never believed in 
that. They want to do well. They want to make 
plays. They want to do what you're asking them 
to do.” 

He doesn’t ever take mistakes personal. 
“Some coaches do,” he said. 

Conversely, Shelton appreciates Leonhard’s 
personal touch. 

“That's the thing about Coach Leonhard, he 
understands that we’re all different players,” 
he said. “DT (Derrick Tindal) is probably 
better at some things than I am. And there are 
some things that I’m better at than him. Coach 
Leonhard understands that and lets us play the 
technique that we like. 

“At the same time, he just gives you so many 
tools. It’s like a guy with a tool box giving you 
a wrench here and giving you this and giving 
you that. He might say, ‘This is what this 
receiver likes, this is how you match up against 
him, now let's find a way to win.” 

Overloading players is something that Leon- 
hard has tried to avoid. 

“You have to understand that there are 
certain guys that you can give information to,” 
Leonhard pointed out, “and some guys you just 
have to let play, because you don’t want them 
looking at things that are not going to help 
them win. 

“In the NEL, I learned that you have to treat 
them as individuals. You can’t just teach the 
group and expect everybody to get it at the 
same time. You have to have a plan for each guy 
to succeed. Once again, it goes back to, you’ve 
got to know your guys and you have to know 
what they need. 

“Tt’s not a number. It’s not a system. It’s 
not a one size fits all when you're coaching. If 
you do coach that way, to me, you're lazy and 
you're doing a huge disservice to the guys.” 

Leonhard takes his cue on many such mat- 
ters from Chryst. 

“He does it right because he doesn’t treat 
these kids like professionals,” Leonhard said. 
“He wants them to be college students and 
have that experience. Don’t overload them with 
football. They’re here at the stadium a lot. We 
ask a lot of them and they have a lot of respon- 
sibilities. 

“But he wants them to get the full college 
experience and that’s not the case at a majority 
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of places. It’s a fun game. But it’s a game. He 
wants guys to enjoy playing the game and nev- 
er losing that feeling. Because when you lose 
that, it’s hard to get back.” 

As an NFL player, Leonhard had mentors 
like Mike Pettine, Jim O’Neil and Rex Ryan. 
Pettine was the source of the earlier quote on 
his accountant-like appearance. Pettine and 
Leonhard were together with the Baltimore 
Ravens, New York Jets, Buffalo Bills and Cleve- 
land Browns. 

“How do you teach football to a wide vari- 
ety of guys ... guys who come from everywhere 
with different backgrounds?” Leonhard posed. 
“T always thought they did the best job of it 
— making it fun and keeping it interesting. It 
never felt like work when I was around those 
guys (Pettine, O’Neil, Ryan).” 

Leonhard has heard the narrative: how 
great players don’t always turn out to be great 
coaches. 

How does that apply to him? Or does it? 

“Physically, I wasn’t going to win consis- 
tently,” said the 5-foot-8 Leonhard. “I was a 
good enough athlete, I was a very good athlete. 
But that wasn’t how I was going to win. The 
game to me was very cerebral. I had to learn 
different techniques. And I was always watch- 
ing (others), I took a lot in. 

“A lot of players get in trouble when they 
win off talent consistently. Then, you just kind 
of assume (as a coach), other people can do that, 
and that’s not always the case. It’s harder for 
guys who were physically talented to make the 
adjustment to coaching. 

“They could cover up a lot of mistakes 
(when they played) by being better than the 
guy across from them, whereas that wasn’t 
necessarily the way that I won. So, I think my 
experience translates pretty well to coaching 
and, then, obviously, playing safety is all com- 
munication.” 

That prompted Leonhard to pull back the 
curtains. 

“My wife always laughs when she comes 
around me,” he said, “because the Leonhard’s 
aren’t big-time communicators off the field. It’s 
just a family thing and I’m working on it. When 
she sees me with the guys and the way that I 
light up and communicate, she gets a huge kick 
out of it.” 

Leonhard snickered and said, “Because it’s 
like it’s a different person.” 

Same guy. The same one that was agonizing 
Monday morning on how he was going to make 
time to take his two young boys — Reese, 4; 
and Graham, 2 — trick-or-treating on Hallow- 
een night. 

“My kids wear costumes year ‘round,” 
he said. “They might be permanently super 
heroes.” 

Reese was going as Superman and Graham 
as Batman. 

And Leonhard? Who was he going as? 

“T was thinking I might go as Clark Kent or 
Alfred (Pennyworth),” he said. 

Unassuming and loyal. Another picture 
worth framing. 


New Wisconsin DB 
coach Jim Leonhard 
inspiring confidence 
among players 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
March 17, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Wisconsin’s new defen- 
sive backs coach popped in some NFL game 
film this offseason of the Cleveland Browns for 
members of his secondary to watch. He wanted 
them to grasp the communication necessary 
to succeed at the highest level, to see how 
patience, technique and tempo melded together 
to form a group that played seamlessly on the 
back end. 

And then, spliced among those cut-ups, the 
new coach himself emerged on screen. There 
was Jim Leonhard, all 5-foot-8 of him, standing 
toe to toe with some of the best wide receivers 
in the world. 

Before last month, Leonhard had never 
worked as a college football coach at any level. 
But perhaps no man across the country with 
as little coaching experience entering spring 
practice carried as much cachet with a bunch of 
18-to-22-year-old players as Leonhard, who is 
33. A recently completed 10-year NFL playing 
career tends to build instant credibility for play- 
ers who dream of following a similar path. 

“As far as just being with him in film and on 
the field, it’s just a hell of a thing to see,” Bad- 
gers cornerback Sojourn Shelton said. “Because 
he’s on another level as far as mentally and 
knowing the game of football.” 

Wisconsin lost three of its four starters in the 
secondary from last year’s team, which finished 
No. 1 in the nation in scoring defense and No. 

2 in total defense. Still, members of the current 
secondary say they expect to perform every bit 
as well as that bunch. And a big reason for their 
belief is Leonhard’s presence. 

“Coach Leonhard is doing a great job with 
us and our techniques,” Badgers safety D’Cota 
Dixon said. “I feel like I haven’t been coached 
like that in a long time. I guess it’s different be- 
cause he’s been there, been in the same position. 

“He has the knowledge and the experience, 
playing with the top-notch players. He played 
with [Darrelle] Revis. It’s like you’ve got to 
listen to everything he says. The smallest thing, 
you really want to pay attention. He’s given the 
secondary as a unit confidence, too.” 

Leonhard’s accomplishments at Wisconsin 
are the stuff of legend, and his story of hard 
work and perseverance won't be soon forgotten 
around the state. He was a small-statured safety 
from the even smaller town of Tony, Wiscon- 
sin, who only received a walk-on offer from 
head coach Barry Alvarez after he ran a pair of 
4.4-second 40-yard dashes at a summer camp. 
By the time he left the program, he had tied the 
school record with 21 interceptions and held the 
all-time record for punt return yards in a career, 


CLIPS 


earning first-team all-Big Ten honors in each of 
his last three seasons. 

Leonhard was overlooked again in the 2005 
NFL draft, but still made the 53-man opening 
day roster for the Buffalo Bills. He went on 
to play 10 seasons with the Bills, Baltimore 
Ravens, New York Jets and the Browns before 
retiring after the 2014 season. 

Of course, just because Leonhard was a 
great football player did not mean he would be 
an excellent coach when he was hired to replace 
Daronte’ Jones in February. But the way in 
which he is able to simplify concepts and relate 
to players has made the transition smooth. 

“Just everything he says makes sense,” Bad- 
gers safety Leo Musso said. “It’s pretty remark- 
able the things that he sees, the technique that 
he teaches. He’s more of a player than a coach, 
and I think that helps us out a lot. He’s patient, 
makes sure you know what you're doing, but 
he’s not one to get on you. He wants you to do 
stuff right. With the career he had, listening to 
him is a no-brainer.” 

Leonhard has been trying to instill the same 
mindset an NFL defensive back would have, 
teaching his players how to read the quar- 
terback, eliminate various route splits run by 
receivers, react to formations and to play with 
confidence. He also has continued to show 
them film from the pros, including the world 
champion Denver Broncos secondary. 

“Obviously my experience helps playing 
10 years in the NFL, it’s a goal all these guys 
have,” Leonhard said. “So having that, you 
kind of have their ear already. They’re going to 
listen. I haven’t shown too many clips of myself, 
but I do like to show them NFL clips because 
it’s the best of the best. What does it look like? 
How smooth do they look? How comfortable 
are they? It’s just trying to get that sort of men- 
tality more so than, ‘Yeah, you just have to do it 
like this and you'll be great.’ Obviously there’s 
a lot that goes into it.” 

The leading candidates to fill Wisconsin’s 
vacant starting safety spots are Musso and 
Dixon, who again worked with the first-team 
defense during Thursday’s practice. Arrington 
Farrar also could earn a starting spot. At 
cornerback, Derrick Tindal is the likely third 
new starter opposite Shelton, though Natrell 
Jamerson is battling for time. 

Leonhard expressed optimism in his unit 
because many had significant playing time last 
season in backup roles. Musso, Dixon and Jam- 
erson played in all 13 games. Farrar and Tindal 
played in 12. And after three spring practices, 
it’s clear Leonhard’s confidence has trickled 
down to his players. 

“This year, I think we can be just as good, 
if not better,” Shelton said. “I think overall as 
a secondary we're going to be playing a lot 
smarter. We truly have to take advantage of 
Jim Leonhard being here and teaching us, and 
we've done that so far.” 
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UW in good hands with 
Shelton, Tindal 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 10, 2016 


Madison — Wisconsin cornerbacks Sojourn 
Shelton and Derrick Tindal might as well be 
brothers. 

“We feed off each other a lot,” Tindal said. 
“Once I see him make a play — you see after 
every play we make we have a lot of energy. So 
when I see him make a play I say: ‘He made a 
play. Time for me to make a play now so both 
of us can turn up.” 

Shelton added: “Seeing DT’s success just 
makes me want to go out and get some.” 

As No. 7 UW (7-2, 4-2 Big Ten) prepares 
to host Illinois (3-6, 2-4) at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
there is little doubt Shelton and Tindal are in 
the midst of their best seasons. 

Tindal, a junior from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
leads UW and is third in the Big Ten in passes 
defended with 13 (three interceptions, 10 
broken up). 

Shelton, a senior from Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., is second on the team and tied for fourth 
in the Big Ten in passes defended with 12 (two 
interceptions, 10 broken up). 

Their combined 25 passes defended is tied 
for the No. 1 mark among FBS teammates. 

They share the mark with Colorado’s Ahkel- 
lo Witherspoon (13) and Tedric Thompson (12) 
and Indiana’s Rashard Fant (16) and Marcelino 
Ball (9). 

Shelton, who has started 46 games, entered 
the season with five interceptions and 25 passes 
broken up. 

Tindal, in his first season as a full-time start- 
er, broke up six passes in his first two seasons. 
He did not record an interception. 

Neither player is surprised by the success 
this season. 

“We got around a guy who understands us 
and lets us play the type of football that we’re 
good at,” Shelton said, referring to first-year 
secondary coach Jim Leonhard. “Not to say 
anything about past systems or other coaches. 
Those guys are good coaches. 

“But we're just playing for somebody 
who instills unshakable confidence in us and 
believes in us and lets us do what we do best, 
which is cover.” 

Tindal, who has been slowed by knee 
and hand injuries, also noted the influence of 
Leonhard. 

“Having coach Leonhard has made it a 
lot more fun,” he said. “And being a starter 
increased it. Now I’m starting and I’ve got a 
coach I love playing for. It has made it simple 
and I can have fun playing the game.” 

Shelton and Tindal push each other in prac- 
tice and celebrate each other’s successes on the 
field. No envy is noticeable. 

When Tindal broke up a deep pass against 
Ohio State, Shelton sprinted down the field to 


celebrate with his teammate. 

One problem. 

“The offense was setting up for the next 
play,” Shelton said, laughing, “and we were 
like: ‘Oh, crap. We’ve got to run back.’ 

“But it is cool to see my brother make plays. 
Being in this position, when I’m about to leave, 
I want him to do the same thing for the next 
young one that comes in. year. They look up to 
that.” 

Tindal, standing a foot away as he listened 
to Shelton wax nostalgic, pretended to sniffle as 
if he was weeping at the thought of his team- 
mate departing. 

“Man, get out of here,” Shelton said. 

Tindal shot back: “I’m getting tired of him, 
really.” 

Not a chance. 

Tindal is enjoying learning the position from 
Leonhard and Shelton. 

Shelton is enjoying passing a few tips along 
to his younger teammate. 

“T’m just prepping him for a lot of the stuff 
he is going to see,” Shelton said, “stuff guys 
prepped me for.” 


A fortunate Sojourn: 
Shelton’s ‘temporary 
stay’ leaves lasting 
impressions 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 23, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — There are unexplored 
sides to senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton, 
whose allegiance to Batman, the fictional su- 
perhero, has been well-documented. Mostly, he 
keeps it real. 

“T love his smile,” said Wisconsin head 
coach Paul Chryst. “He’s a guy that I really feel 
fortunate to have been around for two years. 
“Even in that short time, those two years, I’ve 
seen a growth and a maturity in his confidence. 
I know that has been a big part of his journey 
while being here. 

“T just like seeing him every day. He’s got 
some personality. He’s one of those guys when 
you see him, you feel better. He’s a really good 
teammate.” 

Now let’s hear from secondary coach Jim 
Leonhard. 

“Sojourn has a lot of great energy and it 
shows up every day,” Leonhard said. “He’s 
not one of those guys that you have to talk into 
practicing or you have to try and get him going. 

“He really loves the game of football and 
loves being around his teammates. So it’s fun 
to coach him because he’s wearing off on other 
guys and his energy is going through the whole 
group. 

“The thing that has impressed me this 
season is how he had really embraced the 
leadership role as a senior. He has put forth an 
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example for the younger guys to follow and 
they listen.” 

Wide receiver Jazz Peavy has gone against 
Shelton in countless practices over the years. 

“The first thing that comes to mind is chill, 
calm,” Peavy said. “He’s a really chill and calm 
person. He’s not someone who gets too frantic 
or crazy about things. 

“But he’s very passionate about what he 
does. He’s one of those students of the game. 
He loves this game. And I’ve definitely seen his 
growth as a player. He knows what to do and 
when to do it.” 

Safety Keelon Brookins can vouch for Shel- 
ton’s commitment. 

They have been roommates for three-plus 
years. 

“Sojourn is a man of character, a man of 
honor,” Brookins said. “He’s a person when he 
says that he’s going to do something, he’s going 
to do it. “He has always looked out for me. 

He has been a big brother. If I have a question 
about something or I need someone to set me 
straight, and it’s not my parents, Sojourn is that 
person. 

“When I was down on myself about being a 
football player here, he encouraged me to keep 
my head up and he kept saying, ‘You can be 
this. Or you can be that.’ 

“When I got hurt in fall camp, he was there 
for me. He reminded me of my faith. He told 
me, ‘Remember where you stand, remember 
your family morals.’ 

“Sojourn is one of those people that you 
want to be around. He always has a smile on 
his face and he’s always looking out for others. 
He’s going to make you want to be a better 
person.” 

That was echoed by cornerback Derrick 
Tindal. 

“He’s like a big brother,” said Tindal, who 
doesn’t live far from Shelton in Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida. “I go to him when I need advice 
about anything, anything in life.” 

Shelton was particularly helpful when Tin- 
dal lost his mom to cancer. 

“He was there for me 24/7, he helped me 
through it and that’s when I built my respect 
for him,” Tindal said. “I still go through it 
(mourning) now sometimes and he’s still there 
for me.” 

Brookins, a St. Paul, Minnesota, native, and 
Shelton will graduate in December. 

“He’s always telling me, ‘You always gotta 
have hope, you always gotta have faith,” said 
Brookins, who will also remember Shelton 
saying, “Work hard and never get down on 
yourself.” 

He will remember that smile, too. 

e@eee 

On Saturday, Sojourn Shelton will play his 
final home game at Camp Randall Stadium. 

He will be sad. But he will not shed a tear. 

“It’s kind of hard for me to cry,” he said. 
“Only when a family member passes away.” 

That was put to the test when Tindal was 
grieving over the loss of his mom. 

“Me and DT have a really close relationship 
just being from the same area, he’s two streets 


30 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


over from where my family is from in Florida,” 
Shelton said. “He’s someone very close to me. 

“T’ve always told him, ‘If you need anything 
... if you just want to talk at 2 in the morning 
or anything like that, you just give me a call. 
I’m always here for you.’ He’s basically my 
brother.” 

Shelton feels the same way about Brookins. 

“Our families have even connected,” Shelton 
said. “His family is like a part of my family. If 
there’s something Keelon needs, he can call my 
family. And I know that I can call his. 

“T’ve always tried to tell him to stay positive. 
It’s the only thing you can do as a friend, as 
a brother, as a teammate. You know there are 
going to be some big things in the end for him. 

“And that’s whether it’s playing football or 
finding a job, whatever is God’s plan, it’s going 
to come into effect.” 

Shelton’s family will be waiting for him on 
the field for senior introductions. 

“The people I hold dearest to my heart,” he 
said. 

Shelton’s mom will be smiling knowing her 
son will be getting his degree in December. 

“That was very important to me,” said 
Shelton, a life sciences communication major. 
“Tt also was a really big goal that my mother 
wanted me to accomplish. 

“T’m really excited that I was able to make 
her happy to come here and get a degree in four 
years, which is not an easy thing to do. But I put 
myself in a good position for life.” 

Life after football. When he’s done playing, 
he’d like to get involved in broadcasting. 

“The time here has gone by so fast,” said 
Shelton, a starter in 48 of 51 games. “As a fresh- 
man and even as a sophomore and junior, you 
take for granted the amount of opportunities 
you have ...” 

To play a game at Camp Randall. 

“When you get to the end, it’s like, ‘Wow. 
This is the last one.’ I’m sure it will be emotion- 
al on Saturday. But I will be focused on finding 
a way to beat Minnesota.” 

eeee 

After a recent practice, Shelton was smiling 
while talking about his passion for video 
games. 

“It’s a stress reliever, something I’ve enjoyed 
doing since I was a little kid,” he said. “That’s 
my getaway time from the stress from school, 
stress from football, stress from just life. 

NBA 2K. FIFA. Call of Duty. And so many 
more. 

“T have too many favorites to list,” he said. 
“When I first came here, I used to play Madden 
against James (White) and Melvin (Gordon) all 
the time. 

“T looked up to those guys and I really 
considered them as brothers. I still talk to them 
on the daily now. I play Xbox with James all 
the time if he’s not at practice (with the New 
England Patriots).” 

Shelton and White hit it off immediately, 
largely because White is also a Floridian. 

“James being from the same area that I came 
from could relate to being hundreds of thou- 
sands of miles away from home,” said Shelton, 


exaggerating the distance to make his point. 

“He took me under his wing. I take little 
things that people say to me, I think about them 
and I try to apply them. A lot of things that 
have worked for a successful person can work 
for me. 

“To be honest, I really didn’t know much 
about a lot of the guys, outside of the secondary 
people, when I first got here. Everything was so 
brand new.” 

Shelton remembered his first encounter with 
linebacker Chris Borland. 

“He was a freak of nature as an athlete,” 
said Shelton, who started as a true freshman. 
“And he was just one of those people that there 
was so much positive energy around him. 

“You just hoped you were good enough to 
be on the field and share it with him. I didn’t 
want to disappoint any of the guys. Borland. 
Dez (Southward). Conor (O’Neill). Beau (Al- 
len).” 

In the season opener against UMass, his 
college debut, Shelton picked off a pass. 

“My first college football game, my first 
career interception, my first start,” said Shelton, 
the first true freshman to start an opener since 
center Travis Frederick in 2009. “A lot of good 
memories.” 

The ending to the regular season wasn’t bad, 
either. A win at Minnesota. 

But Shelton was unprepared for what hap- 
pened in the postgame celebration. 

“What do you do when the star of the team 
writes on a whiteboard ‘10 straight’ and then 
says, ‘Here, hold this’ and he puts you on his 
shoulders?”’ Shelton asked rhetorically. 

“T was a freshman. I was going to tell Chris 
Borland, ‘No, don’t put me on your shoulders?’ 
I still remember him carrying me around the 
ring of the stadium. It was a good introduction 
to the rivalry.” 

One that will be renewed Saturday for a 
final time for Shelton. 

To this end, or ending, he spoke to his team- 
mates about what was meaningful to him about 
his journey as a student-athlete prior to the start 
of the 2016 season. 

“As a senior,” Shelton recalled, “I told them, 
‘This time goes by fast. Don’t take it for granted. 
Every time you get a chance to run out of the 
tunnel and play football, enjoy it. 

“Because at some point, you're going to be 
where we're at, which is in the front of the room 
(as seniors) and you're going to be looking at 
the clock and it’s ticking and it’s not going to 
stop. Have fun.” 

He smiled. That’s one side of Shelton that 
people have seen. And will miss. 
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Shelton takes being a 
student of the game to 
a whole new level 


By Erin Barney 
Land of 10 
Nov. 4, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Sojourn Shelton’s job is to 
read people. 

Wisconsin’s senior cornerback draws on 
every movement, every fake and all the body 
language of opposing receivers to make a play. 

He’s good at it, too, much to his teammates’ 
delight. 

And, occasionally, their dismay. 

“(Shelton) knows me too well, so me and 
him go at it all the time,” Wisconsin wide 
receiver Rob Wheelwright told Landof10.com 
Tuesday. “During practice it’s like, ‘Forget you, 
I’m catching this ball,’ and he’s thinking the 
opposite. 

“We're the best of friends off the field, but 
on the field, we’re enemies,” he added, laugh- 
ing. 
Wheelwright may hate getting picked apart 
in practice, but it gives him a front-row seat to 
what makes his friend and teammate so great: 
his intelligence. 

A high football IQ, brain over brawn, what- 
ever you want to call it, the 5-foot-9, 176-pound 
Shelton has it. He knows the game and his 
teammates maybe better than they know 
themselves. That knowledge combined with his 
athleticism has made Shelton lethal to passing 
attacks all season. 

Wisconsin (6-2, 3-2 Big Ten) will need him 
to stay dangerous the remainder of the season. 
Along with Minnesota, lowa and Northwestern, 
their opponent Saturday in Evanston, IIl., the 
Badgers are one game behind Nebraska in the 
Big Ten West. They’re No. 8 in the first College 
Football Playoff rankings. A win against the 
Wildcats (4-4, 3-2) is a vital next step toward 
their postseason goals. 

The previous step was getting through the 
Cornhuskers. Last Saturday, Wisconsin topped 
Nebraska 23-17 in overtime largely because of 
Shelton’s smart play. He finished with 4 tackles, 
2 pass breakups and added his second intercep- 
tion of the season. 

Shelton was also key on the final play. On 
fourth-and-goal in overtime, Nebraska quar- 
terback Tommy Armstrong Jr. tossed one up to 
Stanley Morgan Jr. in the back corner of the end 
zone after he ran past Shelton, but Wisconsin’s 
D’Cota Dixon batted it down. 

It was textbook. Shelton knew it. Every 
Wisconsin player on the field knew it. 

Folks on Twitter, though? Much less in the 
know. 

Shelton caught flak on social media for the 
way people thought he let Morgan get past him. 
He responded briefly that night, but really set 
the haters straight Monday via the media. 

“We're in two-man,” Shelton said. “For the 
people who don’t know what two-man is, for 
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the cornerback, it’s trail technique to make sure 
any undercutting routes you basically undercut 
and take a risk on knowing you have a safety 
over the top ... (Morgan ) ran a double move 

so I bit on it knowing that D’Cota was over the 
top. 

“Tf anybody doesn’t know what two-man 
is, Google does explain what two-man is if you 
don’t know what it is,” he added, getting the 
whole room to laugh. 

The statement didn’t surprise his team- 
mates. 

“Sojourn’s quiet until you say something 
and he feels disrespected,” Wheelwright said. 
“I’m glad he said what he said.” 

Shelton typically saves the knowledge 
bombs for his teammates, though, which 
cornerback Derrick Tindal said has catapulted 
Wisconsin’s defense to a different level this 
season. 

For Tindal, Shelton is pretty much a coach 
in cleats. He knows every detail of his own role 
and how it works in sync with the secondary as 
a whole. 

“T look (up) to Sojourn,” Tindal said. “He’s 
the perfect example of a leader that you want 
in your room, as far as film and just being there 
for you. All around, he’s just a perfect leader. I 
really appreciate that, and I know everybody in 
the room appreciates it because when we need 
somebody to talk to about anything, just about 
life or anything, we go to Sojourn.” 

Ask Shelton about anyone, he knows his 
guys. Not only their physical strengths and 
weaknesses, but mental ones, too — even if they 
play a different position. 

He knew what safety Lubern Figaro needed 
to come into his own this season and knew the 
moment it happened. 

“To be honest with you, (Figaro needed) 
confidence,” Shelton said. “Coach (Jim) Leon- 
hard brought that in the room from Day One. 

“T think that’s where Lubern was able to 
gravitate toward him as far as, ‘This coach truly 
believes in me and even if I do get beat, coach 
Leonhard understands and he can teach me 
why.’ ” 

Figaro has seen an increased role this season 
with the loss of Natrell Jamerson to a left-leg 
injury, so confidence has been a must. Shelton 
credits Leonhard with fostering it, but Figaro 
and his teammates often look to Shelton himself 
for those cues. 

“He knows the game, in and out,” Figaro 
said of Shelton. “And he teaches all of us a lot of 
things about confidence and playing together, 
about being a family.” 

School will most certainly be in session 
Saturday. The Wildcats have arguably the most 
intelligent team in the conference, having put 
the most players on the Academic All-Big Ten 
team three years in a row. 

And it carries over to the field, especially 
for Wildcats quarterback Clayton Thorson. 
Shelton said Thorson is a quick thinker, so he 
and Tindal will need to get in his head to get at 
the passes. 

“It’s how we can play good technique and 
be just consistently close to make that quarter- 


back feel us, like, ‘If I throw this ball on this 
comeback, (number) 8 or (number) 2-5 has been 
there every single time.’ (Give) that feeling of, 
‘If I don’t throw it in the perfect spot, it could be 
picked off.’ ’” 

Wisconsin hasn’t won in Evanston, IIl., since 
1999 and has dropped four consecutive contests 
to the Wildcats, but can’t afford another Satur- 
day — or the rest of the season, for that matter. 

The Badgers will follow Shelton’s lead 
and work smarter, not harder, during the four 
remaining conference games. 

Starting with Northwestern, the smartest of 
them all. 

“T think it is easy to buy into what peo- 
ple might be saying outside as far as getting 
through the gauntlet and this being the easy 
part of the schedule, but no part of playing in 
college football games is easy,” Shelton said. 
“Week in and week out, top-ranked teams play 
teams that they should beat, (and) somehow, 
some way, one of those teams loses. For us, it’s 
just a matter of, no matter who we play, just 
being us.” 


Tindal relishes 
1-on-1s to help UW's 
gritty defense 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 19, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. —While some may focus 
on the attention-grabbing plays, like the picks, 
Wisconsin cornerback Derrick Tindal doesn’t 
believe that interceptions are the truest measure 
of a defensive back’s effectiveness. 

“T look at passes completed,” said Tindal, a 
junior from Fort Lauderdale, Florida. “You can 
have 10 interceptions, but if you're getting 80 
percent of the balls caught on you, that’s not 
good.” 

You won't get any argument from Tindal’s 
position coach, Jim Leonhard. 

Responding to what he feels is the most 
important statistic for a DB — based on his 
experience as a former All-American safety and 
10-year NFL vet — Leonhard said, “It would 
probably be your success rate when you're 
challenged, your success rate when teams attack 
you. 

“When it gets into that one-on-one situa- 
tion — some games there are one or two; some 
games eight to 10 maybe — that’s the most im- 
portant thing because there are a lot of plays as 
a defensive back you're not involved in. Or you 
don’t affect whether in the run game or passes 
away from you. 

“For safeties and corners, sometimes it can 
be a boring game and, then, all of a sudden, two 
plays come your way in crunch time and you 
have to win. I think our guys have done a really 
good job of winning those matchups when they 
came about. Our success rate has been pretty 
high.” 
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Tindal and senior cornerback Sojourn Shel- 
ton have 13 passes defended apiece. Combined, 
they have the second most of any secondary 
duo in Power Five conferences. Indiana’s 
Rashard Fant (18) and Marcelino Ball (9) are 
the leaders with a total of 27. Passes defended 
include picks and break-ups. 

“For a corner,” Leonhard said of the stat, 
“it’s obviously huge, especially in this system; 
we play so much man-to-man and they’re out 
there on that island. It’s not like they’re break- 
ing up passes in a zone where they’re playing 
underneath routes and things like that. 

“The majority of times when they’re getting 
their hands on the ball is a true one-on-one 
situation where they have to win. We put them 
in those situations because we trust them, we 
put them in those situations because we have a 
lot of confidence in their ability.” 

Leonhard’s trust and confidence have been 
pivotal in Tindal’s maturity as a defensive back. 

“It’s the energy that he brings — he just 
makes the game so much more fun,” said Tin- 
dal, who has 17 starts in 34 career games. 

“Right now, it’s supposed to be fun and 
that’s the way he (Leonhard) makes it. If I make 
a mistake, he’s not yelling at me and telling me 
I’m not doing my job. It’s more about giving 
me pointers on how to make my job easier. He 
doesn’t change you. He just makes you better.” 


Tindal’s time has come 
to ‘bring the swag out’ 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
August 30, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Wisconsin cornerback 
Derrick Tindal was in mid-sentence and 
thought -- extolling the importance of playing 
with confidence -- when Chris Orr casually 
walked into his sight line. 

“You just have to be yourself,” Tindal said. 
“Like Chris Orr. Just bring the swag out.” 

That produced a wink and a nod from Orr, 
a sophomore linebacker with boundless energy. 
With Orr looking on, Tindal was asked to 
describe Orr’s personality to someone who has 
never met him. 

“Worst guy ever,” he said with a straight 
face. 

Just clowning. 

“Naaaw, I’d describe him as energetic,” 
he said. “Fun to play with on the field. Like a 
brother.” 

Orr began clowning Tindal by sniffing and 
feigning tears to reflect how moved he was. 

“T’d describe DT as somebody that is athletic 
and quick,” said Orr, turning serious. “You al- 
ways know where he’s going to be. On the field, 
you have no doubt that he’ll make a big play.” 

Then he couldn’t resist. 

“As a person that boy Derrick is a clown,” 
Orr teased. “Always has you laughing and 
smiling.” 

Their friendship, for sure, has grown stron- 
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ger over the last year, they both agreed. 

“When Chris got here, we connected,” he 
said. “Real recognizes real.” 

That’s what they say back home, explained 
Tindal, a Floridian (Fort Lauderdale). 

Just don’t bring up their regional differenc- 
es, especially since Orr is a Texan (DeSoto). 

Where is the best high school football 
played? You don’t want to go there with them. 

“We still got that going (between us),” Orr 
said. “That’s more like a sibling rivalry.” 

“Everyone knows Florida is better,” Tindal 
insisted. 

“All I’m going to say is look at the numbers 
and we Texas boys” ... 

Orr's voice tailed off. 

Tindal had stopped listening. 

Orr walked away grinning. 

“When I first got here,” Tindal said, “my 
mom and dad used to tell me, ‘You're grown 
now. It’s time (to be on your own).’ But I didn’t 
feel like that. I still needed my parents. 

“College is a different thing and I really had 
to become a man.” 

That was painfully true after Tindal lost 
his mom, Regina Singletary, to cancer in early 
November of his freshman year (2014). He still 
thinks about her. “Every day,” he said. 

That’s because there are constant reminders 
with everything that Tindal does. 

“Tsay to myself a lot, ‘I know that she’d be 
proud of me right now,” he said. “I just think 
about that smile -- the smile on her face when I 
committed and signed.” 

She had a favorite saying that now puts a 
smile on his face. 

“When I was first going through high 
school, I used to be kind of bad,” said Tindal, a 
product of Boyd Anderson in Broward County. 
“T wasn’t too good of a person at a young age. 
But I grew out of it. 

“But she’d always tell me, ‘Derrick, I don’t 
think you're too old to get a beating.’ I’d always 
think about that -- and still do -- and Ill laugh.” 

To no one’s surprise, Tindall struggled as a 
freshman. “I went through a lot of adversity,” 
he said. “It was kind of hard for me to adjust 
being alone (without his mom). I had to deal 
with it.” 

Last season, he started to make his move 
up the depth chart by starting five of 12 games. 
He had a career-high eight tackles against Troy 
before being ejected in the third quarter for 
targeting. 

Tindal came into this season with one target 
in mind: a starting position. And he has earned 
it opposite the lone returning starter in the 
secondary, Sojourn Shelton, who has 37 career 
starts. 

“The coaches are now looking for me to 
do good things on the field,” Tindal said. “I’m 
not out here playing for myself anymore. I’m 
playing for my teammates, my family and, most 
of all, my mom. 

“And, so far, I feel like this has been my 
best (training) camp since I’ve been here. I’m 
more comfortable with my technique and with 
myself. I’m confident and ready.” 


He could not always say that the first two 
seasons when isolated in press-man coverage. 

“T used to be timid at times to go up and 
press (receivers) in games,” said Tindal. “I’d 
think, ‘What if he’s faster?’ But you just have to 
be yourself. And, now, I use my techniques.” 

That's going to be critical against LSU’s re- 
ceiving corps, the tallest on average in the SEC. 
Six of the nine scholarship receivers are 6-foot-3 
or taller. The leaders are 6-4 Malachi Dupre and 
6-2 Travin Dural. 

“T might be 5-11, but I feel like I’m 6-5 in my 
mind,” Tindal said. “I respect their players. But 
when they go up for the ball, [have to stay with 
our techniques and fight through their hands. 

“Coach Leonhard has been helping us a lot.” 

That would be first-year secondary coach 
Jim Leonhard, who knows something about 
fighting through the hands of taller receivers as 
a former college and pro safety. 

Leonhard is 5-8. 

But his height didn’t stop him from becom- 
ing an All-American or playing 10 years in the 
NEL. He’s now passing those lessons on to 
pupils like Tindal, who admires his coach for 
another reason. 

Leonhard was a playmaker -- he intercepted 
21 passes during his UW career. 

Play the technique and Leonhard has as- 
sured Tindal that he will have chances for picks. 
“T just have to be in the right spot and catch it,” 
Tindal said. “Be swag out there.” Orr taught 
him that. 


Jamerson’s return 
provides a boost 


By Jason Galloway 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Nov. 14, 2016 


Natrell Jamerson’s time away from the field 
dragged on over the past two months. 

The University of Wisconsin football team 
originally gave a four- to six-week timetable for 
the junior cornerback to return when he injured 
his left leg against Akron on Sept. 10. Eight 
weeks later, he finally returned in a limited 
capacity on special teams against Northwestern, 
and Saturday’s 48-3 victory over Illinois was the 
first time Jamerson’s role began looking similar 
to the one he left in September. 

“T felt like not playing hurt more than the 
actual injury did,” Jamerson said. “It was kind 
of tough. I had to support my team in any way 
I could. Just being on the sideline, giving them 
support, helping them out. I did all I could.” 

Jamerson got more of an opportunity to 
help on the field again Saturday. Last season’s 
special teams player of the year took his usual 
spot as the Badgers’ kickoff returner and took 
the opening kick 25 yards, which tied for UW’s 
third-longest return of the season. 

Minutes later, he made a fantastic play as 
a gunner when covering a punt, timing a hit 
perfectly on Illinois return man Darius Mosley 
to pin the Fighting Illini inside their own 10- 
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yard line. 

“We practice that all the time, just trying to 
time it up, estimate when he’s going to catch it 
by his body control,” said Jamerson, who was 
also a gunner for UW last season. “Just paying 
attention to the returner, look for the fair catch. 
He didn’t fair catch it, so I knew it was full go. I 
just timed it up perfectly and made the play.” 

Jamerson returned on defense for Illinois’ 
final possession of the second quarter and rotat- 
ed nickel cornerback duties with Lubern Figaro 
throughout the second half. 

The junior said he’s not quite 100 percent yet 
but that he’s a full-go. 

“T wouldn't say 100, but I’m good enough,” 
Jamerson said. “I feel great. My leg isn’t giving 
me any problems. Like 90, 95 (percent), some- 
thing like that.” 

It remains to be seen if UW will continue 
to split defensive reps between Jamerson and 
Figaro, but the Badgers are getting a boost in 
multiple areas with Jamerson’s return. 

“Natrell, he was special teams player of the 
year last year,” UW coach Paul Chryst said. 
“He’s got a knack at some things. ... I love 
having him come back, and it’s been fun to see 
him back in the fold. He likes playing, and to sit 
out and not get those opportunities, that’s hard 
on kids. 

“Natrell brings a lot. He’s a really valuable 
player to us.” 


Lubern Figaro has 
risen from obscurity 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 7, 2016 


Madison — Lubern Figaro was desperate but 
determined. 

“My biggest thing was that I never wanted 
to quit,” the Wisconsin reserve cornerback said. 
“T didn’t want to give up. I didn’t want to let 
everyone down back home. I never wanted to 
transfer. 

“T wanted to do anything possible to get 
back on the field like freshman year. I just had 
to build my confidence up.” 

The opportunity to contribute came in a way 
Figaro hated. Nickel cornerback Natrell Jamer- 
son suffered a broken left fibula in Week 2 and 
missed six games before returning last week at 
Northwestern to play on special teams. 

Yet Figaro was prepared to fill in and has 
played well in Jamerson’s absence as No. 8 UW 
(7-2, 4-2 Big Ten) prepares to host Illinois (3-6, 
2-4) at 2:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Figaro had a team-high three pass breakups 
in the victory over Northwestern and has six 
overall, the No. 3 mark on the team. 

“Lubern has been playing really well filling 
in for Natrell,” senior cornerback Sojourn Shel- 
ton said, “especially in a defense where we play 
so much man and it is all on you. You've got to 
find a way. Hats off to him.” 

Figaro’s rise this season began behind the 
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scenes, on the practice field. 

His fall occurred in front of thousands of 
fans during a mercurial freshman season in 
2014. 

Figaro, recruited out of Everett (Mass.) High 
School by Gary Andersen/’s staff, started seven 
games at safety in ’14. His play was marred by 
mental mistakes, though, and he finished the 
2015 Outback Bowl on the sideline after giving 
up a long touchdown pass. 

He bounced between safety and cornerback 
last season and played mostly on special teams. 
Figaro finished with one tackle in the Holiday 
Bowl. 

The hiring of secondary coach Jim Leonhard 
after the bowl game provided a clean slate 
for Figaro and an opportunity to rebuild his 
confidence. 

“That's what I’ve been saying the whole 
year,” Shelton said. “Coach Leonhard brought 
that in from Day 1. That was just something you 
just felt around him. The first day he walked in 
that meeting room he believed in us. 

“T think that is where Lubern was able to 
gravitate toward him: ‘This coach truly believes 
in me and even if I do get beat Coach Leonhard 
understands and he can teach me why.’ ” 

Figaro opened the season behind Jamerson, 
however, and couldn’t get on the field. 

His response? He volunteered to do extra 
work at practice, specifically on the scout team 
specialty units. 

“Tf I wasn’t going to be on the field, I wanted 
to do anything I could to help make the team 
better,” he said. “If it had to be on scout team, if 
it had to be on special teams, I just wanted to be 
a team player.” 

That dedication caught the attention of the 
coaches. 

“He made a choice I thought: ‘I am going to 
try to control my destiny and not let circum- 
stances affect me,’ ” UW coach Paul Chryst said. 
“Sometimes guys cash it in a little bit and go 
through the motions. He didn’t. He did quite 
the opposite. It has been pretty cool.” 

Figaro has been the nickel cornerback for 
the last seven games. Once the staff decides to 
work Jamerson back into the defensive rotation, 
Figaro’s role could change. 

That wouldn’t take anything away from 
Figaro’s work this season. 

“The biggest thing with Lubern was 
confidence,” junior cornerback Derrick Tindal 
said. “All of us are talented. We all can cover. 
Confidence is what it comes down to. 

“That is what we always used to tell him. Be 
confident.” 


Friendly competition 
sets up UW's safeties 
for big picks 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 13, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin safeties Leo 
Musso and D’Cota Dixon have been steadily 
developing their “relationship with the ball” 
since training camp in August. 

And the marriage between their competitive 
symbolism and execution has been so conta- 
gious that everybody has been getting into the 
act fostering a season-long defensive theme. 

“As long as you're doing your assignment, 
you're doing your 1/11th and you're going your 
hardest with effort,” Dixon said, “the ball will 
usually find you, you don’t have to find it.” 

With a big grin exploding across his expres- 
sive face, Dixon cooed happily, “Yes, we have a 
relationship with the ball. I’m telling you, that’s 
real.” 

There were plenty of believers Saturday 
in Camp Randall Stadium after the Badgers 
picked off four passes in the first half and held 
Illinois without a third down conversion (0-for- 
9) in a 48-3 rout. 

In the end, inquiring minds wanted to know 
more about their “relationship with the ball” 
which resulted in Musso having as many catch- 
es as the Illini’s leading receivers, Justin Hardee 
and Sam Mays. 

They each had two, with Musso’s going 
down in the box score as interceptions. 

“Any defensive back would tell you that 
you're always trying to get the ball back,” said 
Musso, a fifth-year senior from Waunakee. 
“You're trying to tackle that guy with the ball. 

“So, you've got to have that relationship 
with the ball. You’ve got to love the ball. When 
it tries to get away from you, then you have to 
try and get it back. That’s where the relation- 
ship stems from. 

“The first time in (training) camp, we just 
said, ‘Hey, let’s get this relationship going with 
the ball.’ And it has worked out for us.” 

It all revolved around the competitiveness of 
Musso and Dixon, a redshirt junior from Flori- 
da. It hasn’t hurt, either, that they have become 
best of friends; they’re almost inseparable. 

“This is the thing,” Dixon explained, “Leo 
and I used to have a competition in camp. 
Whoever had the most interceptions that day, 
we'd make the other’s plate and take it to him 
during lunch.” 

Interjected Musso: “It was just little stuff 
like that to make it a competition. He’d have to 
take my tray away or carry my pads in (after 
practice).” 

The UW defense has been carrying the 
offense throughout the season, but the latter 
offered a welcome spin on the success equation 
Saturday by converting on 8-of-8 red-zone 
opportunities. 

It was contagious. As were the four take- 
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aways. 

“Absolutely,” Musso said. “Anytime you 
can get a turnover, it brings a lot of momentum 
for the team, not just for the defense but for the 
offense as well as the special teams.” 

“Tt turns into a competition,” said corner- 
back Natrell Jamerson. “As soon as the first pick 
was caught, we were like, ‘OK, we’re all going 
to get a chance now.” Jamerson had a hand 
in establishing the early tempo of the game by 
tackling Darius Mosely for a 1-yard loss after 
Mosely fielded Anthony Lotti’s 46-yard punt on 
the Illinois 10. 

Last Saturday, Lotti had six of his seven 
punts downed inside the Northwestern 20. 

“Lotti has been huge all year,” Dixon said 
of the true freshman punter from Georgia. “He 
has been doing a really good job getting us in 
position to play to our strength. It was great 
field position.” 

Twenty-eight seconds, three incomplete 
passes and a false start penalty later, the Illini 
punted. Operating on a short field, the Badgers 
drove 51 yards on four plays and took a 7-0 
lead. 

Illinois’ second possession ended on a Dixon 
interception. Yes, another tone-setter. 

“T was keying off the quarterback’s eyes,” 
Dixon said of Illinois redshirt freshman Jeff 
George Jr., “and staying true to my technique. 
We knew that they liked to try and isolate the 
safety. 

“They try to get a mismatch with either the 
safety or a linebacker on Number 11 (Malik 
Turner). He was running an over route; I was 
watching the quarterback and he threw it right 
to me.” 

Cornerback Derrick Tindal had blanket 
coverage on Turner (Illinois’ leading receiver) 
as George’s throw sailed over their heads into 
the waiting hands of Dixon, who returned it 40 
yards to the Illini 8. 

“T was just looking for green grass,” Dixon 
said. “That’s what I remember from being a 
running back (in high school). I was never a 
juker or shifty guy. I was just a one-cut guy and 
go. 

“That's how I've always ran. I was expecting 
a touchdown (on his return).” 

At the end of the first quarter, Musso got 
his first pick on another George overthrow. 
“D’Cota got that first one,” he said, speaking to 
the momentum, “and it was good for us from 
there really.” 

On his second interception, Musso got an 
assist from cornerback Sojourn Shelton, who 
used a scissor kick, a hacky-sack move, with 
his right foot to keep the ball in the air and the 
play alive. 

“T’ve watched a lot of Ronaldo highlights 
playing FIFA (the popular video game),” Shel- 
ton said. 

Musso returned the interception 16 yards. 

“Just kicked it to my homie,” Shelton added. 
“Everybody was catching Christmas gifts.” 

George surely gift-wrapped his next inter- 
ception. With T.J. Watt bearing down on him, 
he threw one up for grabs in the middle of the 
field and linebacker Ryan Connelly was the 
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beneficiary. 

“We were in a 3-deep coverage,” Connelly 
said, “and we talked about when certain sets 
come out to drop to a sweet spot. I dropped to 
the sweet spot and that’s where the ball ended 
up. 

“T didn’t have to do much. He kind of threw 
it right at me. It was good positioning there.” 

That was George’s final throw and play of 
the game. Illinois coach Lovie Smith summarily 
benched him. In the first half, George com- 
pleted five passes to his “guys” and four to 
Wisconsin. 

Consider: the Illinois offense had only three 
interceptions for the season on a combined 239 
passing attempts from George, Chayce Crouch 
and Wes Lunt, who finished the game. 

During the postgame celebration in the 
Wisconsin locker room, Dixon came up behind 
Connelly and mouthed, “Playmaker, he’s a 
playmaker.” 

An unassuming, introverted Connelly 
wasn’t sure how to respond. 

“That's just D’Cota, who has probably made 
more plays than anyone else,” said Connelly, 

a prep quarterback. “It’s humbling, but pretty 
cool at the same time.” 

Dixon meant everything that he said about 
Connelly, who has taken over as a starting 
inside linebacker for the injured Jack Cichy. 
Connelly and Leon Jacobs have made a lot of 
plays in his absence. 

“He (Connelly) has always been a playmak- 
er,” Dixon contended. “We’ve had some injuries 
and he got his opportunity and it’s just starting 
to show that he’s a playmaker. It’s not surpris- 
ing to us at all.” 

Connelly refused to take much credit. 

“I’m feeling a lot more comfortable, I’d say,” 
Connelly shyly conceded of his expanded role. 
“And that goes to the guys in front of me. The 
defensive line makes it very easy to do it every 
game.” 

The secondary’s “relationship with the ball” 
obviously wouldn't be possible without the 
pressure on the quarterback — compliments of 
Watt and Vince Biegel, the outside linebackers. 

“They were disrupting him (George) all 
day,” Connelly said. “You can’t ask for any- 
thing else.” 

The four interceptions were the most for 
UW since a 70-23 win over Northwestern in 
2010. Antonio Fenelus, Aaron Henry, Mike 
Taylor and Jay Valai had the picks off Evans 
Watkins and Kain Colter. 

Fenelus is now a graduate assistant coach 
working in tandem with secondary coach Jim 
Leonhard, who merely had 21 career inter- 
ceptions, tying him for the school record with 
Jamar Fletcher. 

Connelly talked about the coaches “putting 
us in a great position to make plays on the ball.” 

That's all part of the ongoing relationship. 
The Wisconsin defense has 14 interceptions 
overall; 11 against Big Ten opponents, which is 
the most in the league through seven games. 

Last season, Michael Caputo and Tanner 
McEvoy were the starting safeties. McEvoy had 
six picks, Caputo had two. Compare and con- 


trast: Dixon has four picks, Musso has three. 

Whatever questions people might have had 
about the secondary after the graduation losses 
of Caputo, who was at Saturday’s game, and 
McEvoy have been answered by Dixon and 
Musso. 

“As a team, we always talk about trying to 
play that perfect game,” Musso said. “We really 
haven’t had a game this year where we just 
completely dominated and won by a lot. 

“Taking nothing away from them (the Ilini), 
we knew we had to come out here today and 
play.” 

Keeping Wisconsin in play for a trip to Indi- 
anapolis and the Big Ten championship game. 


Musso’s actions, words 
carry weight for UW 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 27, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Seated in the front row 
of the south end zone, Wisconsin’s 23-year-old 
senior safety Leo Musso motioned to the empty 
west stands under the upper deck at Camp 
Randall Stadium. 

“Tused to be a vendor here and sell Cokes 
and Diet Cokes,” he said, eyeing sections A, B 
and C. “Two or three years over here and then I 
switched to this side.” 

He pointed to the east stands. 

Musso recalled carrying his soft drink tray 
up and down the stadium steps during his mid- 
dle school years. (The same steps that he would 
later run during off-season conditioning.) 

“That was my first true experience of a Bad- 
ger game other than watching one on TV,” said 
Musso, who was born in Rockford, Illinois, and 
moved to Waunakee when he was 10. 

“You had to get there early to get into the 
game,” he remembered of his duties. “You truly 
got to see the entire environment of what Camp 
Randall and a game day was all about. 

“You'd walk through the tailgates and see 
people setting up. With the event services and 
concessions, you'd get to see behind the scenes 
a little bit.” 

Musso estimated that he made somewhere 
between $100 and $150 hawking soda. 

Don’t quote him on that. 

“T can’t remember honestly,” he conceded. 

The money was nice, whatever the sum, but 
it wasn’t the incentive. 

“J think the most challenging part about it, 
he said, “was that I wanted to watch the game 
more than I wanted to sell Coke. There were a 
lot of other kids who made more money than 
I did.” 

Musso had more interest in the players on 
the field than the consumers in the stands. 

“At that point, it was surreal just seeing 
some of the greats play — guys I looked up 
to — like J.J. Watt and Tyler Donovan,” he said. 
“It’s pretty crazy looking back on that.” 

As far as visualizing playing on that field for 
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the Badgers, he admitted, “Maybe at the time, 

I didn’t think so. But as I got older, and started 
to develop more as a football player, I definitely 
saw that.” 

e@eeoe 

Musso accelerated his development at 
Waunakee High School. Everyone saw that. 
Few have had more accomplished prep careers 
than Musso, who rushed for 5,535 yards and 87 
touchdowns. 

As a key component of three straight Divi- 
sion 2 state championship teams that won 41 of 
42 games, Musso became a household name — 
in all 4,000-plus households — in the village of 
more than 12,000 residents. 

“He’s got the heart of a champion,” Wauna- 
kee coach Pat Rice once said of Musso. 

Many college recruiters put the 5-foot-10 
Musso on their short list. Too short to play. Rice 
challenged the skeptics to look past his height, 
especially since his other measurables were so 
good. 

Northern Illinois offered. Ditto for the 
University of Pittsburgh, whose first-year head 
coach, Paul Chryst, knew all about Musso’s 
running exploits at Waunakee. 

The Badgers finally moved on Musso late in 
the process. Initially, they discussed him joining 
the football program in January, but there was 
a change of plans and Musso was invited to the 
preseason training camp in 2012. Expectations 
were modest, if not non-existent, since he was 
projected as a defensive back. 

So was a walk-on from Milwaukee Mar- 
quette. 

Dare Ogunbowale was a late arrival at 
camp. 

“T remember me and him sitting in the back 
of the meeting room, just trying to figure out 
what the heck we were doing,” said Musso, 
who redshirted with Ogunbowale as freshmen. 

“Obviously, when I first came here I didn’t 
know anything about defense. I didn’t know 
the difference between Cover 1 and Cover 2. Or 
how to play defensive back techniques. Or what 
to look for. The list goes on and on. 

“It’s kind of crazy to look back on it now. 
I’m sure a lot of guys who first saw me when 
I came in thought, ‘What the heck is this kid 
doing here?’ 

“There were other opportunities. I could 
have gone to Pitt with Coach Chryst or to 
Northern Illinois and played running back. But 
Wisconsin is home to me. Obviously, I’m 15 
minutes away (in Waunakee). Everybody asks 
during the break, ‘Are you going home?’ 

“No, 1am home. Wisconsin has always been 
home to me and I take a lot of pride in playing 
for this school and playing for my home state.” 

Musso always believed he was good 
enough; long before his scoop-and-score at 
Michigan State. 

“T kind of always knew in the back of my 
head that somehow it would all work out in the 
end,” he said. “Control what you can control. 
Work hard. Persevere. And everything will take 
care of itself.” 

Before becoming a fixture in the secondary 
as a fifth-year senior, Musso started only three 
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of 38 games during his first three seasons. Re- 
flecting on his career arc, he didn’t see a turning 
point. 

“It’s hard to pinpoint just because I feel the 
mistakes or failures along the way defined my 
career more than anything, for me, maybe not 
for the outside world,” he said. 

“That's just because, for me, I used them to 
kind of propel myself, not wanting to feel those 
feelings again. They were definitely feelings 
that I used, I guess, to get to where I am today.” 

Ogunbowale can relate to what Musso was 
saying about hard knocks and hardships. 

“Leo has gone through a lot of stuff, just like 
me, and I’m really happy for him having the 
success that he has been having,” said Ogun- 
bowale, who eventually moved from DB to tail- 
back. “I still remember his leadership even as 
a young guy when we were on the scout team. 
It was just the way he commanded respect and 
got it from everyone that he was around. 

“Now, him being a senior, and making 
plays, I know in talking with DT (Derrick 
Tindal) and Sojourn (Shelton) that he’s always 
going to be back there for them if they get beat 
or something. 

“That's just because he’s always in the right 
spot and he always knows what to expect from 
the offense that he’s playing against. 

“His preparation, I feel, is unparalleled with 
anyone else on the team. He just takes so much 
pride in being prepared and knowing what to 
expect. 

“We joke every time we see him. He has his 
iPad out because he was just watching film. 
That’s Leo. I love having him on the team. And 
I love having him be one of the leaders of the 
team.” 

Ogunbowale meant every word. 

“T call him ‘Cap’ (short for captain) every 
time I see him,” said Ogunbowale, who was 
voted as one of the captains along with outside 
linebacker Vince Biegel. “Leo is a true leader on 
this team.” 

Is that true, Musso was asked, Ogunbowale 
addresses him as “Cap?” 

“He does,” he said shyly. “I definitely 
appreciate it. I guess it’s out of respect that he 
does it. I do feel like I have to be a leader. I’m 
not a dude that is vocal, crazy, yelling all the 
time. 

“Ym more lead by example, more soft-spo- 
ken, more trying to give guys advice maybe 
one-on-one opposed to maybe getting up in 
front of the team and speaking a bunch of 
words. 

“That's kind of the leadership role that I 
take on.” 

eeee 

During Wisconsin’s bye week, Musso took 
D’Cota Dixon to Waunakee’s Homecoming 
game. Dixon is not only his partner in the 
secondary, the other starting safety, but he’s a 
close friend. 

“He's like my brother,” Musso said. “He 
means the world to me. He’s truly someone 
who has my back through anything. And I have 
his back through anything. 

“That more than anything helped develop 


our friendship.” 

Dixon, a junior from Oak Hill, Florida, was 
delighted to get the Waunakee tour. 

“Tt was definitely fun seeing the impact and 
the influence his name still has around there,” 
Dixon said. “A lot of young athletes still live 
through Leo and the legacy that he left behind.” 

Musso has stashed his three state champion- 
ship rings in his bedroom at home. He also has 
the newspaper articles that were written about 
those powerful Waunakee teams. 

“When I get together with some of my 
friends from back home,” he said, “we'll pop in 
the highlight tape every now and then. There’s 
definitely a lot of memories I feel I could 
relive.” 

Musso introduced Dixon to Rice, a Hall of 
Fame coach. 

“T saw him (Rice) on the way in and gave 
him a hug,” Musso said. “And we went into the 
locker room after everyone else filtered out. It 
was just me and D’Cota and Pat.” 

Musso has always had a soft spot in his 
heart for Rice. 

“He's definitely like a father figure to me,” 
he said. “Before I got into high school, they won 
a lot of state championships and were a great 
football team. He was someone when he came 
into the room, you listened up and watched his 
every move.” 

So, what did Musso, Dixon and Rice talk 
about for nearly 30 minutes? 

“We were just talking about life in general 
and about the season,” Dixon said. “And he 
(Rice) mentioned how Leo put a lot into that 
(Waunakee) program and contributed to what 
it is now. 

“Tt was really cool to hear. Leo was very 
humble about it. As always.” 

Theirs is a special kinship. 

“Leo is like my brother,” Dixon said. “Me 
and Leo have become best friends. We do just 
about everything together now. 

“My girlfriend is coming into town and I 
think we're even going to go on a double-date 
— go to a movie — just to hang out.” 

There are a lot of things they do together 
just ‘cause, Dixon is fond of saying. 

“Leo is the type of guy who makes you bet- 
ter,” he continued. “Being around him makes 
you want to be a better person both on and off 
the field. 

“He’s a guy of faith as well. It’s very inter- 
esting to have conversations with him and hear 
his perspective and his view on life. It’s very 
healthy for me to be around a person like that. 

It’s a bond that is likely to endure. 

“We're best friends for life,” Dixon said. “If 
I stay in Wisconsin, our houses are going to 
be a minimum down the street apart. We’ve 
even talked about owning a ranch together in 
Middleton.” 

A ranch? With horses? 

“A bunch of horses,” Dixon claimed. 

Dixon has met most of Musso’s family, 
including his mom, Teresa. After the lowa 
game, he met his dad and uncle. He has yet to 
meet his little sister, a first grader. Or his little 
brother. 
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Sam Musso is a 5-foot-8, 175-pound fresh- 
man running back at St. Cloud State. 

At some point, Dixon figures, he will get to 
know everyone, just ‘cause of Leo. 

“We're brothers,” Dixon reiterated. “Broth- 
ers to the end.” 

That translates on the field. 

“We definitely have chemistry,” Dixon said. 
“We don’t have to talk. We can look at each 
other.” 

Without saying a word, they can communi- 
cate with their eye contact. 

Wisconsin’s first-year secondary coach, Jim 
Leonhard, has taken notice. 

“They’re obviously very close — you know 
that they’re on the same page,” Leonhard said. 
“Tt’s awesome to see their communication, on 
and off the field. 

“They enjoy being around each other. As 
safeties, when you have that bond, it’s so much 
easier to communicate. You can’t force it on 
somebody. It’s got to come naturally. 

“It’s cool to see; they’re like brothers and 
they take care of each other. On the field. Off 
the field. Spiritually. It’s a really cool connection 
that they have.” 

Leonhard connected the dots between what 
Musso achieved at Waunakee and what he’s 
doing now for the Badgers by pointing out, “He 
knows how to win. He knows what it took to be 
successful.” 

The first time that Leonhard watched tape of 
Musso, he saw his athleticism. 

“He doesn’t get enough credit for the ath- 
leticism that he has,” said Leonhard, a former 
All-America safety for the Badgers and a 10- 
year veteran of the National Football League. 

“He’s not small, he’s just short. He’s very 
quick twitch. He can stick his foot in the ground 
and change directions. Those were the first 
things that I saw in him. 

“Once you start going live (in practice), 
tackling and doing all that, he’s very consistent. 
You can tell he has been around the program. 
He knows the defense and techniques that he 
needs to win.” 

To be coached by Leonhard is a dream come 
true for Musso. 

“He was my idol,” Musso said. “Obviously, 
us being Wisconsin guys and of smaller stature, 
playing the same position, he’s definitely some- 
one I’ve always looked up to. 

“Anytime they'd write an article about him, 
I'd be reading it. It’s pretty surreal having my 
idol coaching me for my final year. It’s very, 
very special.” 

How does that sit with Leonhard, who 
turned 34 on Thursday? 

“It’s cool, it’s very humbling,” he said. 
“Earning respect means a lot when you have 
guys who watched you play and knew the type 
of player you were. 

“They see you, they know what you look 
like,” said the 5-foot-8 Leonhard. “And they 
know you probably had to find another way, 
other than just beating somebody physically. 

“That helps as well, because guys start ask- 
ing those questions. How did you do it? How 
did you handle bigger guys? How did you 
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handle faster guys? You have to figure that out 
in order to be successful.” 

Musso hasn’t figured out everything. Like 
what he’s going to do with his undergraduate 
degree in community non-profit leadership. He 
also has a certificate in entrepreneurship. 

While completing his master’s in education- 
al leadership and policy analysis, he will con- 
sider all future options. He’s uncertain where it 
will lead beyond saying, “I really know I like to 
help people.” 

The Badgers have passed the halfway point 
of their season. They are guaranteed five more 
games, starting with Saturday night’s matchup 
with Nebraska. They could play as many as 
seven more. 

Will this be Musso’s last hurrah as a football 
player? Will this be his final season? 

“T’m treating it like it is,” he said. “But 
I’m not looking into the future too much. I’m 
mainly focused on this year. I want to give my 
all for my teammates, my home state and this 
football team.” 

Moments earlier, Musso had talked about 
the loss of Wisconsin’s leading tackler, lineback- 
er Jack Cichy, who will be sidelined the rest of 
the season with a shoulder injury. 

“You know how much time he puts in and 
how much he truly cares about this team,” said 
Musso, who’s invested in the same things. “It’s 
tough from that aspect.” 

The defense has already shown its resiliency 
and must again, Musso suggested. 

“We really have a bunch of guys who 
embody what Wisconsin is all about,” he said. 
“T think more than anything, we’re a group of 
guys who have fun playing with one another.” 

But do the Badgers do it with less talent 
than others? 

“What is talent? That is kind of subjective 
to everybody,” Musso said. “If you were to 
look back on our recruiting ratings or whatev- 
er, maybe you'd say we weren’t as talented as 
some groups. 

“But we're not really focused on that. We’re 
a team that is built on a bunch of zero stars, two 
stars and three-star dudes. That toughness — 
kind of carrying that chip on your shoulder — 
is what we're built on.” 

Leonhard would like the way the “Cap” 
answered that question. 


Dixon constantly 
striving to be better 
on and off the field 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
September 14, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- It was a moment of 
temptation few would have resisted. 

Be the hero. Bask in the spotlight. Listen to 
the world serenade you with hosannas. 

All that awaited D’Cota Dixon after the 
Wisconsin football team opened the season 


Sept. 3 with an upset of then-fifth-ranked LSU 
at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. 

UW hung on for a 16-14 victory in part 
because Dixon, a junior strong safety making 
his first career start, intercepted a pass with 57 
seconds left to snuff out a potential game-win- 
ning drive by the Tigers. 

The dramatic moment became even more 
so when Dixon, in the midst of celebrating the 
critical takeaway, was viciously clotheslined by 
LSU offensive tackle Josh Boutte in a pique of 
frustration. Not only was Boutte ejected from 
the game for a personal foul, he was suspended 
for the ensuing game by the school. 

But Dixon was uncomfortable with what he 
felt was too much attention. In fact, he felt he 
let the team down by missing multiple tackles, 
one of which led directly to a touchdown for 
the Tigers. 

“T didn’t have the greatest game at all,” he 
said, “yet I caught an interception and you get 
praise as if I’m the savior of Wisconsin.” 

Dixon responded to the moment in a telling, 
uncommon way. 

Early the next morning, dressed in workout 
attire, he brought a tackling dummy onto the 
Camp Randall Stadium turf and began a one- 
man practice session. 

Dixon was upset with himself for the missed 
tackles, including one in the third period when 
LSU wide receiver Travin Dural caught a pass 
from quarterback Brandon Harris in the right 
flat, danced around an over-aggressive Dixon, 
and waltzed into the end zone as the Tigers 
assumed 14-13 lead. 

“That cannot happen,” Dixon said mat- 
ter-of-factly. “I didn’t execute the tackle so I felt 
like I needed to work on that.” 

Jim Leonhard is in his first year as UW’s 
secondary coach, so he hasn’t known Dixon 
all that long. But Leonhard has already seen 
enough from the quiet, exceedingly determined 
kid from Oak Hill, Florida, to say he’s special. 

“He has that attitude and it’s real,” Leon- 
hard said. “He’s not doing (the tackling drill) 
for show. He’s not doing things to try and get 
attention. He’s trying to get better.” 

Leonhard was among the UW coaches who 
noticed Dixon’s impromptu workout from their 
Camp Randall offices high above the stadium 
floor. 

“That's just a different mentality,” Leonhard 
said. “He wants to improve this team. He wants 
to improve himself. You can’t coach that into 
somebody. You either have it or you don’t.” 

Dixon has it in part because of where he 
came from -- the jarring obstacles he’s faced 
-- but also because of some courageous choices 
he’s made along the way. 

“He grew up really rough,” Daryl Dixon 
said of his half-brother, who’s younger by 12 
years. “That’s one of the things I’m most proud 
of him about. His circumstances were really 
tough. The way he speaks now and the way he 
carries himself now is a testament to how much 
he’s grown.” 

UW senior free safety Leo Musso said D’Co- 
ta is a sincere, direct, supportive man of faith 
who has the respect of everyone in the locker 
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room. 

“He’s one of those guys you can call at 3 
o'clock in the morning to help you move a 
heavy dresser up to your room,” Musso said. 
“He's one of those guys you know always has 
your back through any situation.” 

D’Cota grew up initially in the Miami area 
with his parents and his older brother, Dexter. 
When their father and mother split up, the boys 
stayed with their mother. It was a harrowing 
environment with little or no supervision. 

“His mom had difficulties with substance 
abuse and mental abuse,” Daryl Dixon said, 
“so (D’Cota) was basically in the house with 
(Dexter) alone and sometimes with no food to 
eat. That happened quite a bit and he actually 
got taken away from his mother.” 

Watching intently from a distance was Beth 
Caston, who'd had an on-and-off relationship 
with D’Cota’s father since she was a teenager. 
Caston and D’Cota’s father reunited, which 
meant she got to know and love the boys when 
they visited their father. 

Though disabled by a car crash in 1994, 
resulting in a broken neck and back, Caston 
sought joint custody of the boys along with 
their father. She said she made repeated trips to 
Miami over an eight-month period before the 
courts relented. D’Cota was 6. 

“Once I got the all-clear, there wasn’t noth- 
ing I wouldn’t do for those two young men to 
this day,” Caston said of Dexter and D’Cota. 
“What joy they gave me, and still do.” 

Dexter, now a 22-year-old emergency 
medical technician in Houston, and D’Cota 
spent time in foster care while their custody 
case made its way through the legal system. 
According to Caston, when family services 
officials went to pick up the boys they found 
the home infested by rodents and cockroaches. 
There was a quarter loaf of mildewed bread in 
the refrigerator. There were no clean clothes to 
be found. 

Caston said the boys’ father soon became a 
part-time parent. When he left due to substance 
issues, the boys elected to stay with her. Caston 
eventually sought and gained full custody, 
exposing them to things like Christmas, Hal- 
loween and proper health care for the first time 
in their lives. 

The boys were in high school, New Smyrna 
Beach, when their father, also named Daryl, 
died of a heart attack in 2010. He’d recently 
made in-roads into D’Cota’s life, attending his 
sporting events and sharing conversations. 

“Tt happened to them at a crucial time,” 
Caston said of her stepsons, “and I just hoped 
and prayed that God would keep them spiritual 
and have peace of mind.” 

D’Cota said the death of his father, which 
occurred when he was a freshman, was a water- 
shed moment in his life. 

“At first I blamed God,” he said. “I was 
quick to react and didn’t understand at all. But 
by my senior year, that actually brought me 
closer to Christ in every sense.” 

D’Cota carries a tattered Bible with him 
wherever he goes and tries to read it at least 
twice a day. 
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“T believe in God with all my heart, all my 
heart,” he said. “I pray whenever I can. Some- 
times it’s on the field in the middle of a play.” 

D’Cota and Musso are roommates for games 
and speak often of their shared faith. 

“He’s looking to please only one man and 
that’s God,” Musso said of his friend. “That’s 
something he’s very, very respected about in 
the locker room.” 

Musso and D’Cota pray before and after 
games and practice. 

“You have to be patient, and God’s patience 
isn’t always on my time and I’ve learned to 
understand that,” D’Cota said. “The best thing 
is always having hope, always having trust. 
You've got to center Jesus around everything.” 

Daryl Dixon, now an outside linebackers 
coach at Army after seven season as an assistant 
coach at Ball State, said he looks up to his 
half-brother in part because of his strong faith. 

“Growing up, he had to get that strength 
from somewhere because a lot of people would 
not be able to go through what he’s been 
through,” Daryl said. 

Caston, 57, said D’Cota has found happiness 
and serenity at UW. She said his major, rehabil- 
itation psychology, and his desire to work with 
children with autism is a nod to the challenges 
he endured as a child. She said D’Cota revels in 
team’s tight-knit family atmosphere. 

“It’s the guys in between the lines,” he said. 
“When you're in the game, your coaches ain’t 
playing for you. You're playing for the brother 
next to you and that’s my biggest thing.” 

A three-year captain in high school, D’Cota, 
listed at 5-foot-10 and 197 pounds, came to Wis- 
consin as a linebacker and switched to safety 
after one season. He’s still getting the hang of 
the position, a process hampered by offseason 
surgery and limited repetitions in preseason 
camp. 

“He plays fast,” Leonhard said. “He wants 
to go 100 mph the whole time. We’re trying to 
get him to rein that in at times.” 

Leonhard, a record-setting All-America safe- 
ty for the Badgers from 2001 to ’04, said Dixon 
is also learning how to ease up on himself. 

“He’s very humble with his success, but he 
takes the negative hard,” Leonhard said. “I’m 
trying to coach that out of him a little bit. It’s 
OK to be your toughest critic, but it also can’t 
hinder you. You can’t let a bad play on the field 
stay with you for a long time on the field.” 

Musso knows that side of his friend. 

“He’s never satisfied,” he said. 

Caston knows that side of her stepson as 
well. 

“He'll tear himself to shreds to fix what he 
feels he failed at,” she said. 

Which brings us to that one-man, ear- 
ly-morning workout. D’Cota received a 
congratulatory postgame text message from his 
half-brother Daryl that included a critique of his 
tackling form. 

“He called me after the game and said, 
‘Yeah, I know,” Daryl recounted. “That’s the 
maturity part where he’s grown so much be- 
cause, when he was younger, it was everybody 
else’s fault.” 


D’Cota said he had no idea the UW coaches 
were watching him that day. He was just trying 
to get better. 

“Moving forward there are going to be a 
lot more tackles like that, so what do you do?” 
D’Cota asked rhetorically. “I think the best 
thing you do is you put yourself in a better 
position the next time, so you have to practice it 
and rep it out.” 

Caston will get to watch her stepson play for 
the Badgers when Ohio State comes to Madison 
on Oct. 15. Joining her will be her mother, 
80-year-old Sallie Patterson. 

Caston said she’s thankful she was able to 
extract D’Cota and his brother from their awful 
circumstances. In turn they gave her a purpose 
as she managed her disabilities. 

“They gave me the will to keep going and 
carry on,” she said. 

Caston said D’Cota has come a long way. 
The angry youngster has become a man of faith, 
integrity and strength. 

“He’s a tough kid,” she said. “He’s played 
hurt a lot in his life.” 


LINEBACKERS 


UW linebackers can 
play take-away, too 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 20, 2016 


West Lafayette, Ind. — One week earlier 
against Illinois, Wisconsin’s defensive backs 
made the highlights with three of UW's four 
interceptions. 

On Saturday against Purdue, the linebackers 
responded with two of UW’s three interceptions 
in a 49-20 victory. 

“Tt is a fun group to be around,” fifth-year 
senior outside linebacker Vince Biegel said. 
“They are competitive and we have expecta- 
tions as linebackers to go out and perform at a 
high level. 

“When you have that type of commitment, 
that buy-in, it is a winning recipe.” 

Redshirt junior T.J. Watt served as the top 
chef Saturday by returning an interception 17 
yards for a touchdown to help UW take a 14-3 
lead with 8 minutes, 26 seconds left in the first 
half. 

UW had just scored to take a 7-3 lead when 
Purdue took over at its 25 after the kickoff. 

Quarterback David Blough ran a bootleg to 
the left, with tailback Brian Lankford-Johnson 
trying to get out into the flat. Watt read run 
initially but jammed Lankford-Johnson before 
pressuring Blough. 

“T went to leverage him,” Watt said. “Then 
once | felt him try to slip out I tried to hook his 
shoulder and slingshot to the quarterback. 

“T just tried to get my hands up any way 
possible.” 
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The 6-foot-5, 243-pound Watt leaped high 
and batted the ball with his right hand before 
gathering it in with both hands. 

Blough tried to make the tackle, but Watt ex- 
tended his left arm to shove away the quarter- 
back and, with the ball in his right hand away 
from his body, sprinted to the end zone. 

“Once you get turnovers like that,” Watt 
said, “it definitely swings the momentum.” 

Inside linebacker T.J. Edwards loved the 
play but gave his teammate grief about failing 
to protect the ball after making the interception. 

“T was giving myself crap,” Watt said, laugh- 
ing. “I know my ball security was terrible, but it 
won't happen again.” 

Edwards joined the fun later in the quarter, 
minutes after UW built its lead to 21-3. 

Again starting from his 25, Blough looked 
to pass to the right side. Edwards was blitzing 
but realizing he couldn’t get to the quarterback 
in time leaped and got his hands up to obscure 
Blough’s view. 

He battled the ball into the air and the play 
turned into a jump ball. Blough tried to swat 
the ball away, but Edwards fought off Blough 
and UW linebacker Vince Biegel to make the 
interception at the 19. 

UW scored on the next play when Bart 
Houston executed a play-action fake hitting 
fullback Alec Ingold behind the defense. 

The Badgers intercepted 12 passes in 13 
games last season. Safety Leo Musso made a 
leaping interception for UW's third of the game 
Saturday to give the Badgers seven in the past 
two games and 17 overall. 

UW’s linebackers have accounted for four 
— two by Edwards and one each by Watt and 
Ryan Connelly. 

“Our opportunities have been presenting 
themselves, and we've been able to step up and 
make those plays,” said Biegel, who recorded 
one of UW's four sacks. “Early in the season we 
had similar interception opportunities, but we 
fell a little short in the execution part of it. 

“Later in the season — fast-forward to today 
— our defense is executing. We’re making those 


plays.” 


How Vince Biegel 
went from a cranberry 
marsh to mashing QBs 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Nov. 21, 2016 


WISCONSIN RAPIDS, Wis. -- A year’s 
worth of careful preparation has distilled into 
the final few frantic days, and Rocky Biegel has 
disappeared again behind the wheel of his red 
pickup truck, flecks of dirt spraying as he fades 
into the distance toward a water reservoir. 

It is a crisp, chilly October morning, with 
temperatures hovering in the low 40s. For the 
past eight days, Rocky has traversed the roads 
on this 80-acre cranberry marsh constantly. He 
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rises at 4:30 a.m., powered by four hours of 
sleep and the adrenaline of completing what 
could be a record crop during harvest season. 
The berries have colored into a burst of bright 
crimson, ready to be picked while glistening 
beneath the sun, and he must spare no details. 

For Rocky Biegel, the father of standout 
Wisconsin Badgers linebacker Vince Biegel, that 
means funneling water through pipes and out a 
series of bulkheads into his 22 sandy, rectangu- 
lar cranberry beds throughout the day. When 
water rises, berries float to the top and become 
easier to corral, clean and ship off to Ocean 
Spray headquarters in trucks stuffed with 
60,000 pounds of cranberries -- the literal fruits 
of his family’s labor. 

“Harvest is a joyful time,” Rocky said, wear- 
ing blue jeans tucked into neoprene camouflage 
boots, a blue long-sleeve Ocean Spray jacket 
and a camo-colored Wisconsin Badgers trucker 
hat. “That’s probably the best thing about being 
a farmer is the harvest process. Seeing what 
you’ve done over the summer and what God's 
given you.” 

This is the world into which Vince Bie- 
gel was born. Some may know Biegel as the 
mullet-wearing, sack-getting emotional leader 
of one of the toughest linebacker units in the 
country. But there is another side to Biegel, 
that of a fifth-generation cranberry grower 
who spent his adolescent years working on the 
marsh and whose farming background has in- 
fluenced everything about him. So passionate is 
he about the business that he even once started 
a cranberry blog for a college class. 

Rocky and Jamie Biegel are proof of the val- 
ue of maintaining discipline and an unwavering 
work ethic. They continue a tradition that began 
on Jamie’s side of the family back in 1919, when 
the Dempze cranberry marsh produced its first 
harvest. If there is one message they have im- 
parted to their two sons and one daughter, it’s 
that there are no shortcuts in life. Not following 
the necessary steps can lead to consequences 
that affect entire families, and those successes 
or failures hinge on even the most minute of 
chores. 

“Growing up on a farm, it’s not necessarily 
the most flashy of jobs,” Vince said. “You can’t 
cut corners when it comes to growing crops and 
when it comes to farming. That was a big life 
lesson for me. I was very thankful to be able to 
grow up ona cranberry farm, and it’s some- 
thing I cherish and I take seriously. I’m proud 
of being able to be in the cranberry industry 
because it’s shaped who I am today.” 

‘There’s nothing glamorous about a shovel 
and dirt, but what it taught me is if I can do 
this kind of labor, it will set me up for the real 
world.’ 

-- Vince Biegel’s class cranberry blog 

The most miserable days on the marsh left 
Vince Biegel’s hands raw and throbbing. You 
think shedding blocks and sacking quarterbacks 
is difficult? Try standing in a cranberry bed for 
eight to 10 hours on a hot day with nothing but 
a pair of pliers, repeatedly bending over to pull 
hundreds of tiny pine and willow tree seedlings 
off the bottom of the sandy soil. 


Rocky Biegel is a stickler for details, and 
keeping the beds tidy represented not only a 
source of pride but also a necessity for a healthy 
cranberry ecosystem. That job responsibility 
generally fell on Vince and his brother, Hayden, 
who is two years younger. 

“What's hard about this job is you can’t just 
go and snip it,” Vince said. “You have to go 
down to the base of these little trees and pull 
the root out. It’s actually killing and taking 
away nutrients from the cranberry vines around 
it. You can’t cut ends by just cutting it because 
the next year, it'll grow right back. You have to 
meticulously do this for every single one that’s 
on the bed.” 

Once, Vince was put in charge of planting 
roughly 3,000 HyRed cranberry plugs as part 
of a family partnership with the University of 
Wisconsin. He organized a two-day, weekend 
affair in which 20 members of his high school 
football team came over to assist. 

“T’d be like, ‘Hey, my dad will pay you 10, 
15 bucks an hour if you help me plug in all 
these plugs,” Vince said. “We had screwdrivers 
that have a little drilling system to drill it out, 
plug it in, sand it down, and we would do this 
for a while.” 

Vince loved working on welding projects 
in the shed with his father, as they fabricated 
new tools to utilize on the marsh. And the brief 
harvest season represented Vince’s favorite time 
of year. As a child, he would sit in his father’s 
lap while Rocky drove a beater over each bed to 
separate the cranberries from their vines. When 
Vince grew older, he would slide on hip waders 
and stand in the cranberry beds with a boom, 

a floating containment device that collects the 
detached berries, which would be loaded into 
trucks to be pressed for Ocean Spray juice. 

But Vince’s prodigious high school football 
talent eventually precluded him from many 
of his cranberry duties. His father, once an 
all-conference linebacker at BYU, understood 
the rigors required to earn a college football 
scholarship. By the time Vince had turned 16, 
he was one of the best linebackers in the state 
and attending summer camps at BYU, Iowa and 
Wisconsin, among others. 

Despite interest from half the Big Ten and 
three Rubbermaid totes full of handwritten 
letters from coaches, his decision came down 
to two schools: Follow the family footsteps to 
BYU, where his father and uncle had played. Or 
carve his own path at Wisconsin, the home-state 
school he grew up cheering for on the marsh. 

‘Our family is proud to give back to the 
community of Wisconsin Rapids and let the 
community members enjoy what Wisconsin has 
to offer.’ 

Vince and his mother were sitting at the 
family dinner table with BYU coach Bronco 
Mendenhall and a throng of Cougars assistant 
coaches, when a text message popped up on 
Vince's cell phone. The sender: Wisconsin coach 
Bret Bielema. 

There are only so many flights in and out 
of the Madison area, and members of Wiscon- 
sin’s coaching staff had crossed paths on the 
recruiting trail with BYU coaches, who were on 
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their way in to visit Biegel. When news reached 
Bielema, he grabbed his phone to ask Biegel: 
“How’s it going?” 

“Tt was more like, ‘I’m going to pretend I 
don’t know you're meeting with coaches,” Ja- 
mie recalled. “Kind of to feel out Vince for what 
his response was going to be.” 

The following day, Jamie said, Bielema 
showed up at Vince’s high school. There was 
no way he was going to lose one of the state’s 
prized recruits, even if the family ties ran deep 
elsewhere. That 24-hour stretch encapsulated 
the intense recruiting battle for Biegel, who was 
named the state’s Gatorade player of the year 
as a senior. 

“T don’t think he’s looked back since,” said 
Bielema, who became the Arkansas head coach 
in December 2012. “He’s a truly inspirational 
kid on and off the field.” 

But Vince’s decision was about more than 
football. Badgers teammates like to say there 
are three pillars to Vince Biegel: cranberries, 
football and faith, and those three factors guid- 
ed his choice to play for the Badgers. 

“T felt that Wisconsin was the place where I 
needed to be,” Biegel said. “I knew if I went to 
BYU, I would be kind of another Mormon kid 
on campus. But if I went to Wisconsin, I could 
really be someone that could make a difference 
and show the person who I am and have the 
biggest impact.” 

Jamie provides another example to illustrate 
why Wisconsin is so important to Vince. He 
was home on the marsh during the Badgers’ 
bye week a couple of years ago, when a group 
of elementary students walked through the area 
as part of a class field trip. 

Vince was knee deep in cranberries, wader 
boots and a coverall over a black Wisconsin 
sweatshirt, aiding in the annual harvest process, 
when he stopped, stepped out and called them 
over. 

“Hey, I’m Vince Biegel,” he told them. 

“The kids about fainted,” Jamie recalled. 

When Vince returns to town, Jamie said, he 
routinely visits his elementary school. During 
Wisconsin’s bye weekend this season in early 
October, he attended his high school’s Friday 
night football game and spoke to the players be- 
fore they took the field. And it’s a relationship 
that works both ways. When Jamie pulled up 
to the marsh during the October harvest, two 
women were waiting to inquire about Vince’s 
healing process from surgery for a cracked left 
foot. Everywhere the family goes in town, folks 
offer encouragement and show an interest in 
Vince's football career. 

That impact is not lost on Vince. 

“He wants kids in a small town to know that 
dreams are possible,” Jamie said. “If you work 
hard, anything is possible. Just because you're 
in a small town doesn’t mean you can’t develop 
and be somebody. I think that’s what he likes.” 

‘The lessons I learned as a child still follow 
me to this day as I attack my workouts in the 
weight room, on the football field, or even in 
the classroom.’ 

There is no denying Vince could be in the 
middle of an NFL season right now. After sub- 
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mitting his paperwork to the NFL draft adviso- 
ry board last season, the 6-foot-4, 245-pounder 
received a letter that indicated he could be 
drafted as high as the third or fourth round. 

But the letter contained a list of weaknesses 
on which he could improve, and he returned 
to school for his senior season with the same 
mindset he carried on the marsh. Finish what 
you start. Work hard enough, and the results 
will sprout. He needed to elevate his pass 
coverage skills and strength. He wanted to be 
better than a third-team All-Big Ten selection, as 
he was a year ago. 

“We definitely talked about it,” Rocky said. 
“He asked me what I thought. I just said there’s 
something special about playing your senior 
year, having the opportunity to be a captain 
-- all of the things that you don’t necessarily 
get if you come out as a junior. You think about 
the guys who come out early who could have 
stayed an extra year and been able to develop. 
He thinks he can be a higher draft pick.” 

Biegel’s value to the football team is un- 
questioned. The cracked bone in his left foot 
required surgery, and he missed arguably the 
two biggest games of the year against Michigan 
and Ohio State. They represent the Badgers’ 
only two losses of the season. Biegel believes he 
certainly could have helped alter the outcome, 
and teammates don’t disagree given his passion 
and high on-field motor. 

“He definitely brings the juice at all times,” 
Wisconsin safety Leo Musso said. “If momen- 
tum is not necessarily our way, he'll try to cre- 
ate that. Maybe if it’s through a little trash talk, 
maybe if it’s through making a play. He kind of 
does whatever he needs to do to get the defense 
going and get our team going.” 

Before the season, Vince was named a team 
captain, as his father was at BYU. He also has 
better positioned himself to have an opportu- 
nity to do something his father did not. Rocky 
had an NFL tryout scheduled with the Buffalo 
Bills but didn’t pass his physical and went un- 
drafted in 1992. So, he graduated that August, 
moved back to Wisconsin with Jamie, and has 
resided on the marsh ever since. 

Biegel said he “wouldn’t trade any of 
this for the world,” in spite of his injury and 
decreased statistical output. His return for his 
senior season wasn’t just about improving his 
NFL draft stock, but also about enjoying one 
more season at Wisconsin. 

“That's why the guys voted him as a captain 
because they see that’s who he genuinely 
is,” Wisconsin outside linebackers coach Tim 
Tibesar said. “And you can’t help but be around 
him for a little bit of time and you see the true 
passion he has for this place and this football 
team.” 

‘To be completely honest, I thought blog- 
ging was what bored people do on Pinterest. 
However, after spending a whole semester 
blogging about something that I’m passionate 
about and know a great deal, I have learned a 
great deal about myself and the industry.’ 

Ah, yes. The blog. 

Last spring, Biegel took a social media class 
and was tasked with developing a website 


based on a topic for which he felt a real enthu- 
siasm. The kicker: Its subject matter should also 
be something others didn’t already know about 
him. 

Biegel’s choice was a no-brainer. And so, 
https://dempzecranberry.wordpress.com was 
born. 

Over the course of the semester, he created 
10 blog posts, including “Growing up ona 
cranberry marsh,” “Equipment frequently seen 
on the marsh,” “Biegel family’s top 3 cran- 
berry recipes” and “3 things that separate the 
Biegel family from other growers.” He featured 
pictures of his father, as well as an image of 
a 3-year-old Vince with his grandfather, Jim 
Dempze, during the 1996 harvest. 

“T thought that was a perfect opportunity for 
me to share in the class through my peers about 
the side they see less of me,” Biegel said. “They 
see me as a football player, but they don’t see 
this other side of me as a farmer. It was great. 

I was able to share some family recipes, some 
background history on my family, some fun 
things on it.” 

Biegel takes a particular sense of satisfaction 
in educating others about his family’s cranberry 
business and the area where he grew up. Since 
Biegel arrived at Wisconsin, he has hosted a 
Fourth of July weekend gathering for team- 
mates every year at the family marsh. At least a 
half-dozen players drive north to spend a day 
on boats in the Wisconsin River, golf at a local 
course, cook steaks on the grill, play games in 
the front yard and watch fireworks. There is 
good food, lots of laughs -- and plenty of cran- 
berry conversation. 

“We'll just drive around and he'll just talk 
about cranberries,” said Musso, who was Bie- 
gel’s roommate when they arrived on campus. 
“Honestly, he could do it for hours. He’s done 
it multiple times. I’ve heard the same story 
probably five times. I feel like I’ve got a pretty 
good understanding of cranberries now thanks 
to Vince.” 

While on the marsh, Musso said, Vince 
takes each teammate on his own personal tour, 
explaining the process of growing cranberries. 
Even in the locker room, he'll occasionally share 
the latest products his family has produced for 
Ocean Spray. Musso said Biegel has discussed 
owning his own marsh someday, and Musso 
noted that “it’s in his blood.” 

Vince is singularly focused on finishing out 
his final year at Wisconsin for now. Saturday 
will mark senior day for Vince, whose Wis- 
consin team plays host to rival Minnesota in a 
game that can clinch a Big Ten West champi- 
onship and position the Badgers for a potential 
College Football Playoff spot. After the season, 
Biegel intends to pursue a pro football career 
for as long as he can. 

He is only 23 years old, with a world of 
possibilities in front of him. But given how 
much the marsh has shaped his values and his 
genuine passion for the industry and the state, 
he certainly wouldn’t ever rule out a return. 
The marsh, he said, is a way of life. 

His life. 

“Tf the cranberry marsh is in the picture 
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down the road, I'd definitely be interested in 
that,” Vince said. “It’s not just our family, but 
it’s my cousins. I have relatives, aunts and 
uncles, and we're all a big cranberry family. 
I’m sure I'll have some cranberry opportunities 
down the road. We'll see what happens down 
the road, though.” 


Wisconsin’s 
Watt the third 
By Emily Kaplan 


TheMMQB.com 
Oct. 12, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — The breakout star of 
Wisconsin’s overachieving defense joined the 
Badgers in 2013 as a tight end. He injured his 
right knee in 2014, his left knee in 2015. He 
underwent surgery, then rehab, then a position 
change. Fourteen months after “learning the 
basic things, like where defensive players put 
their hands” —his words—he’s one of the Big 
Ten’s most disruptive linebackers. He humbled 
Leonard Fournette in Week 1, tormented Michi- 
gan State in Week 4 and absorbed double-teams 
and protection slides against Michigan in Week 
5, still finishing with 11 tackles, two for loss, a 
sack and a quarterback hurry. 

The ascent of outside linebacker TJ. Watt is 
a rich tale. And by virtue of being a Watt, it’s a 
predictable one. He is the last of the Watt broth- 
ers to come through Madison. Derek, two years 
older, is now a fullback on the Chargers. J.J., the 
eldest, needs no introduction. 

Entering Saturday’s primetime battle 
with No. 2 Ohio State, T.J. Watt leads the Big 
Ten with 5.5 sacks. Two evaluators said that 
if the 6-foot-5, 243-pound junior enters this 
year’s draft, he will have, at minimum, a sec- 
ond-round grade. 

You cannot tell the story of T.J. Watt without 
tracing the paths of his brothers. Take, for 
example, T.J.’s recruitment. “I actually thought 
about some other schools, and I was interest- 
ed in Nebraska,” T-.J. says. “But they kind of 
backed off recruiting me. I think it was because 
of my name. They just assumed a Watt would 
go to Wisconsin.” 

When asked what interested him about 
Nebraska, T.J.’s eyes sink into a robotic gaze. 
He recites an answer so Watt-ish, it could be 
mistaken as a spoof. “Because I heard the only 
thing they have there is football,” he says. 
“Only football.” 

There’s three beats of dead silence. He 
asserts his seriousness. 

“Doesn't that sound great?” 

+e 

Connie and John Watt instilled a work ethic 
in their sons. Connie, who did not attend col- 
lege, became vice president of an independent 
inspections company. John was a firefighter for 
more than two decades. Both are now retired, 
with Connie running J.J.’s foundation, affording 
her time to nurture her youngest son. Pewau- 
kee, the parents’ hometown, is an hour East of 
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Madison, perfect distance for laundry service. 
“Let's just say I misplaced my campus laundry 
card a while ago,” T.J. says. “And I haven’t 
made much effort to find it.” 

As the youngest, T.J. enjoys extra perks— 
like home-cooked meals away from home. 
When Connie visits campus, most fall week- 
ends, she brings trays of chicken fried rice 
and other T.J. favorites, along with takeout 
containers of individualized portions for the 
week. Cooking is central in Watt world. John 
often cooked at the firehouse. Connie wasn’t al- 
ways the best chef, according to T.J., who recalls 
spitting out her ravioli in middle school, but has 
since become “excellent.” Explains T.J., reciting 
what is likely a family mantra: “Shows that if 
you work hard at anything, you can be great!” 

In 2014, when T.J. was nursing a knee injury 
and Derek had a broken foot, Connie and John 
temporarily moved into an on-campus hotel, 
chauffeuring their sons to classes. “I think from 
J.J. they just know how hard it is to get toa 
certain level,” says T.J., recalling how his older 
brother was a walk-on at Wisconsin who need- 
ed to earn his scholarship, and spent summers 
driving Pizza Hut delivery. “And they want to 
make sure we have all the tools. 

“After every injury people ask me if I want 
to play anymore. I think we look at things 
differently. I’m like, are you kidding me? It 
makes me find a new love for the game—a new 
love for practice, a new love for watching film. 
It makes me appreciate football.” 

T.J. is close with Derek, but is a clone of J.J. 
personality-wise. “It’s like we share the same 
brain,” says T.J., who matches his brother’s 
obsession with maximization. He spent his one 
off week this summer crashing at J.J.’s house 
in Houston. There are other perks to being 
J.J.’s little bro: T.J.’s knee surgery in 2015 was 
preformed by Texans team surgeon, Dr. Walter 
Lowe. 

The walls of T.J.’s Madison apartment are 
plastered with motivational quotes. When J.J. 
underwent back surgery last month, T-J. select- 
ed a quote and texted it to him. He has sent one 
nearly every day since. “People who don’t like 
inspirational quotes are the people who read 
them, but don’t actually comprehend them or 
take them to heart,” says TJ. 

That's not the only thing on the Watt broth- 
ers’ text thread. T.J. says he returns to the locker 
room after a Wisconsin game to sometimes 
hundreds of messages — Derek and J.J. com- 
menting and critiquing every single play. 

+e 

When T.J. returned to practice in July 2015, 
coach Paul Chryst suggested a switch from 
tight end to defense—the same move J.J. had 
made seven years earlier. T.J. queued YouTube 
clips of pass rushers like Von Miller, Lawrence 
Taylor and, of course, his brother, and decided 
to give it a go. 

He began fall camp in 2015 on a pitch 
count because of the injury. If the Badgers had 
two-a-days, Watt could only participate in one 
portion. In a 24-period practice, he could only 
go for 16 and needed to spend breaks icing. 

He hadn’t played a live football game since his 


senior year of high school in 2013. “Because 

we had two seniors at his position, we were 
able to bring him along slowly,” says outside 
linebackers coach Tim Tibesar. Four games 

into the year, Watt was folded into third-down 
pass-rushing packages. “Not shockingly, he has 
some natural pas rush instincts,” Tibesar says. 
In some of those situations, Watt was on the 
interior as a nose guard. “And he showed great 
football intelligence,” Tibesar says. “He could 
probably pick up any position.” When an injury 
forced the staff to push outside linebacker 
backer Jack Cichy inside, Watt inherited regular 
playing time. 

“God only makes so many guys who are 
6-foot-5, 240 pounds who can run like he can,” 
Tibesar says. “And then if you have his work 
ethic...” 

T.J. monitors his sleep; he aims for nine 
hours a night. He is keenly aware of every 
calorie he devours. “You don’t need to diet,” 
he says. “Just whole, nutritious meals and not 
junk.” 

“It’s not like he almost has a professional 
mindset about it,” defensive coordinator Justin 
Wilcox says. “It is a professional mindset.” 

Watt claims he has few interests other than 
football. “I don’t go out on weekends,” he says. 
“After games, I'll literally sit in my apartment 
and watch football. I have it instilled in me 
from my brothers, J.J. especially, minimal gains 
and marginal gains, you can be one percent 
better. I honestly believe that if I stay in, there’s 
probably a player from Michigan State or Ohio 
State going out drinking beer, and I have to be 
getting better than him.” 

Watt's arrival this season felt shocking, 
though coaches insist the ascent began last 
spring. Watt is particularly proud of a fourth- 
and-1 stop of Fournette in the season-opener at 
Lambeau Field. “I’m telling you, he was looking 
at me that whole time in the huddle,” Watt says. 
“He was making eye contact with me. I knew 
that Fournette was going to run that ball right at 
me.” Cichy made a good play to pave the way 
for Watt, who took out the first tight end, the 
puller on the play, then tripped Fournette by 
the ankle for the stuff. “If you’re going to stop a 
fourth-down play and everyone knows it’s run 
and they know it and we know it, you have to 
win,” Wilcox says. “And that’s what T.J. does.” 

Watt is constantly obsessing over what he 
can do better. He wants to get lower pad level 
(“of course he does,” Wilcox says, “he’s 6-foot- 
5, but where he’s at is not bad”) and improve 
on pass rush moves. “Jeez, it’s hard to get to the 
passer!” Watt. says. “My brother makes it look 
so easy.” 

Another way T.J.’s life is mirroring J.J.’s: 
Opponents are now game-planning specifically 
to stop him. Michigan was the first game that 
star senior linebacker Vince Biegel missed, and 
in the first 35 to 40 plays, Watt had zero tackles. 
“Tt wasn’t that he was playing poorly,” Tibesar 
says. “The ball just wasn’t going his way.” Wis- 
consin adjusted, Watt began to play more freely, 
and over the next 35 plays he had 10 tackles. 

Though J.J. socializes with celebrities and 
becomes selfie-bait anytime he steps out in 
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public, the spotlight is still uncomfortable for 
T.J., who pulls the brim of his hat low to hide 
his face while walking across campus. 

“There’s one guy in one of my classes who 
sits in front of me and is literally commenting 
on Wisconsin football message boards,” Watt 
says. “I know he writes about me. It’s kind of 
odd.” 

Watt mulls the situation, and decides the 
path of least awkward resistance: “I guess I 
should just go up to him and say, ‘Hey, I’m 
Lye’ 


T.J. Watt carrying on 
a family tradition at 
Wisconsin 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
October 10, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Fourteen months ago, 
T.J. Watt reported to Wisconsin’s fall camp 
without any real grasp of how to play the 
position he was assigned. He was a talented, 
athletic project who had been moved from tight 
end to outside linebacker, and the entry-level 
instruction he received seemed to barrel toward 
him at warp speed. 

This is how you stand. This is how you load 
your weight on the proper foot. This is where 
your hands go. Here’s how to maintain pad 
level and gain leverage on a lineman. 

“We started at ground zero,” Badgers 
outside linebackers coach Tim Tibesar recalled. 
“At that time, even though he was in his third 
fall at Wisconsin, it was kind of like having a 
freshman come in. You're trying to teach him 
for the first time how to play outside ‘backer in 
our system.” 

Those who witnessed Watt’s performance 
last Saturday against Michigan State might find 
it difficult to believe he hasn’t spent a lifetime 
mastering the skills required of an outside 
linebacker. During Wisconsin’s 30-6 romp of 
Michigan State, Watt recorded a career-high 
3.5 tackles for loss and 2.5 sacks. He finished 
with six tackles, two quarterback hurries and 
a pass breakup. For his efforts, he was named 
the Walter Camp Football Foundation National 
Defensive Player of the Week, becoming the 
first Badgers player to earn the honor since 
2004. He also claimed Big Ten Defensive Player 
of the Week honors. 

Watt could again be a major factor when No. 
8 Wisconsin visits No. 4 Michigan on Saturday 
(3:30 p.m. ET, ABC). Through four games this 
season, he leads the Big Ten with 4.5 sacks 
and ranks tied for seventh nationally in that 
category. 

Given where Watt started, that’s pretty 
amazing, right? 

“T think it’d be amazing if it was anyone but 
TJ.,” Badgers linebacker Jack Cichy said. “You 
see it with his brothers. He comes from a foot- 
ball family, and he’s a football player. At first, 
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there was a learning curve, but he’s blown that 
out of the water. He’s matured drastically from 
the time he first came on the defensive side 

of the ball. And he’s just really exponentially 
getting better every week.” 

The Watt name is one that carries significant 
weight in the football world, as many likely al- 
ready know. T.J., a 6-foot-5, 244-pound redshirt 
junior, is the youngest of three brothers, and the 
other two excelled at Wisconsin before becom- 
ing NFL draft picks. Defensive end J.J. Watt was 
a first-round draft pick of the Houston Texans 
in 2011 and has earned three NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year awards. Fullback Derek Watt 
was a sixth-round draft choice of the San Diego 
Chargers this spring. 

Of course, none of their successes guaran- 
teed anything for T.J., who has had to earn his 
own keep. He did not play in each of his first 
two seasons at Wisconsin after suffering debili- 
tating knee injuries. By the time Badgers coach 
Paul Chryst approached Watt during a team 
meeting about a position switch in July 2015, he 
hadn’t been on a football field in three falls and 
was desperate to play. 

Initially, Watt wasn’t sure whether to take 
the defensive plunge. But J.J. partly inspired 
T.J.’s decision-making. He encouraged T.J. by 
telling him he possessed the skill set to be a 
linebacker. That night, T.J. pulled up YouTube 
videos of some of the NFL’s best pass-rushers, 
including plays from his brother, Von Miller 
and Lawrence Taylor. The next day, he told 
Chryst he was ready. 

“T just fell in love with the mentality,” TJ. 
Watt said. 

The biggest selling point, Watt noted, was 
the potential to make an impact on every 
defensive snap. As a tight end, he was forced to 
wait for a play call directed toward his side, and 
even then, there wasn’t any assurance the ball 
would be thrown at him. At outside linebacker, 
Watt’s stamina and natural instincts allow him 
to tackle ball carriers anywhere on the field. 

“He’s an unbelievable worker, and he’s 
smart,” Chryst said. “I think he loves the game. 

“How do you put a timetable on that devel- 
opment? I appreciate it, and it’s been fun to see 
him grow and develop. I still think he could be 
an unbelievably good tight end, too.” 

Last year, Wisconsin's coaching staff opted 
to give Watt a small early-season role as a 
third-down pass-rusher. By the end of the 
season, however, he had progressed so much 
that he was routinely in the game on first- and 
second-down plays. Coaches believed in him 
enough that they named Watt a starting outside 
linebacker to open spring ball, replacing Big 
Ten Linebacker of the Year Joe Schobert, who is 
now with the Cleveland Browns. 

That decision allowed Wisconsin to move 
Cichy to inside linebacker and strengthen the 
entire group. Watt and senior Vince Biegel 
quickly formed a frightening pass-rushing duo 
on a unit that ranks 12th nationally in total 
defense. Biegel, however, underwent surgery 
Thursday night to have a screw inserted into a 
cracked foot, will miss the Michigan game and 
could be out two to four weeks, his father told 


ESPN.com. The injury likely will make Watt’s 
presence even more valuable on Saturday. 

“He’s a big, physical guy and he’s a 
hard-working guy,” Biegel said earlier in the 
week of Watt. “Offseason, you guys don’t see 
it, but in the weight room, in spring practices, 
in the grind season, he’s right at the top. That’s 
what you want. That’s why you come to Wis- 
consin. You want to be able to work out and be 
teammates with guys like that.” 

Watt said one of his biggest challenges 
remained understanding how quickly decisions 
must be made while pass rushing. He is still 
learning many of the same concepts taught to 
him 14 months ago, including slowing his mind 
down and focusing on pad level and leverage. 
Occasionally, he will send his oldest brother 
videos of a pass rush and wait for critiques 
from J.J. on hand placement and footwork. 

Sometimes, he’s his own toughest critic. 

He watched film of his performance against 
Michigan State and noticed several plays he 
didn’t make. 

“It’s definitely encouraging to know that 
there were a lot of plays left out there,” Watt 
said. “But at the same time, it’s also a little bit 
like, ‘Dang it, I could’ve had a couple more 
tackles.’ I think defensively as a whole, we're 
still improving, we're still scratching the surface 
and the sky’s the limit.” 

The same can certainly be said of Watt. 


Watt has waited long 
enough for chance to 
shine 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
August 15, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- It can be a conundrum 
for football coaches and players alike. How 
much do you tackle in practice? And how does 
a tackler get ready to tackle in a game without 
live tackling? 

“In practice, it’s a lot of footwork,” said Wis- 
consin outside linebacker T.J. Watt. “Right now, 
we're getting the feet in the right spot so we’re 
in position to make the tackles.” 

Plenty of thought is given to the tackling 
fundamentals and practice structure with the 
intent of avoiding unnecessary collisions and 
keeping players off the ground and out of the 
training room. 

“You try to set up drills that simulate a 
game situation as much as possible,” said UW 
assistant Tim Tibesar, citing an emphasis on 
individual components of tackling and different 
tackling situations. 

“You drill the heck out of it and keep doing 
it ... that’s the best you can do, and when you 
do get the handful of live opportunities in prac- 
tice, you've got to make the most of it.” 

Tibesar has a wide range of coaching 
experience, including stints in the National 
Football League with the Chicago Bears and the 
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Canadian Football League with the Montreal 
Alouettes. 

“One of the things that we do here that has 
been different from any place I’ve ever been,” 
he said, “is that when we come out of stretch 
we do a tackle circuit, and it’s not just with the 
defense. 

“It’s with all of the offensive guys who will 
be involved in special teams, so they get an 
opportunity to tackle. It just shows the players 
how important it is.” 

There are a variety of ways to hone tech- 
niques. One of the stations on the circuit may be 
reserved for a brightly colored tackling ring or 
donut made of foam and vinyl. 

Usually they’re about 60 inches high, roll 
easily without tipping and present a moving 
target. The ring promotes heads-up tackling 
and accents leg drive, upper body leverage and 
hand placement. 

“We're simulating a back running out (in 
space),” Watt said of the drill. “And you’re try- 
ing to dive for his legs. Wrap and roll.” 

The ring was introduced to the team last 
season. Tibesar gives it a thumbs-up. 

“It’s really hard to simulate a low tackle 
in practice without someone possibly put- 
ting themselves in a position to get injured,” 
Tibesar said. “So the donuts have been a great 
addition.” 

There are other drills involving tackling 
dummies and the one-man sled, Watt’s favorite. 

“As a linebacker, you're going to have a lot 
of one-on-one matchups,” Watt said. “Take a 
shuffle step, go right at it, bring it up and dump 
it on the ground -- simulating again like it was a 
running back.” 

Watt doesn’t have a problem with the 
amount of simulation that takes place in lieu 
of live tackling. “Not if it keeps guys safe,” he 
said. “I’m all for it.” 

Beyond the safety issues, he noted, “All the 
tackling circuit stuff is muscle memory. So once 
it comes to the season, it’s all second nature and 
you won’t have to think about making a tackle 
at all.” 

While Ivy League schools have eliminated 
tackling from practices, most head coaches, 
including 

Wisconsin’s Paul Chryst, believes that some 
full-contact hitting is necessary for develop- 
ment. 

Watt is definitely on board. “At the end of 
the day,” he said, “it’s still football -- Wisconsin 
football -- and we're going to be physical and 
we're going to tackle in practice.” 

It’s just very limited and controlled -- re- 
stricted mostly to scrimmages. 

“We'll talk as a staff, based on everyone's 
health at every position, on how much we'll be 
able to do live,” said Tibesar. “Every team is a 
little different. 

“The more veteran your defense, all you’re 
trying to do is knock the rust off. If you’ve got 
a bunch of new guys who haven’t done it live 
in a game you probably do a little more live 
tackling.” 

Added Watt, “Coach (Chryst) doesn’t want 
to do it a lot -- to keep guys healthy.” 
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After dealing with injuries his first two 
seasons, Watt has never felt healthier. Or better 
about his chances to finally be a steady contrib- 
utor to the defense as the starting boundary 
linebacker. 

“T feel great,” said the 6-foot-5, 243-pound 
Watt. “I feel like I got stronger, faster and bigger 
(over the summer). And I’m just ready. I feel 
more confident. The game is slowing down for 
me more.” 

Watt used the offseason to “jell with a lot 
of the guys on and off the field.” But he made 
a point of working just as hard, maybe harder, 
when he left campus and returned home for the 
weekends. 

“Thad a great summer -- I just felt like the 
workouts went really well,” said Watt, a red- 
shirt junior from Pewaukee. “There was a lot of 
individual work on the weekends. 

“T’d work on my footwork, my drops and 
just keeping my pads low in the run game. 
Because I’m a taller guy at outside linebacker, 

I have to keep my pads low against shorter 
fullbacks.” 

Besides reconnecting with his mom and dad, 
Connie and John, a retired firefighter -- what he 
described as “getting back to the roots with my 
family” -- there were also trips to the Lodge. 

“T would go home to the Lodge -- my broth- 
er’s cabin,” said Watt, one of the Lodge broth- 
ers, along with J.J. Watt of the Houston Texans 
and Derek Watt of the San Diego Chargers. 

Located in Waukesha County, J.J. Watt's 
four-bedroom, three-kitchen log cabin (4,500 
square feet) sits on about 35 acres of land. 

“Td work out with J.J. and Derek if they 
were home or I'd do it by myself,” T.J. Watt 
said. “It was all about getting down to football 
and wanting to get better.” 

Nobody epitomizes that credo better than 
J.J. Watt, the preeminent defensive player in the 
NFL. Meanwhile, Derek Watt is revisiting his 
own roots -- as Melvin Gordon’s blocking back 
with the Chargers. 

“We talk every day, me and my brothers, a 
lot of people don’t know that about us,” said 
T.J. Watt. “We have a big group chat. I send a lot 
of film to my brothers, too.” 

Who wouldn’t want to be critiqued by J.J. 
Watt? 

“Sometimes, it just for fun,” he said. “Other 
times, it’s like, ‘What do you think I could have 
done here differently?’ He'll tell me, mostly on 
the pass rush, because that’s his specialty.” 

T.J. Watt admitted that he watches a “ton” 
of film in general. As the boundary ‘backer, 
his model is Vince Biegel, who has shifted to 
the field ‘backer previously manned by Joe 
Schobert. 

“T watch film of myself, I watch film of 
Vince,” he said. “I'll watch from the last training 
camp to see where I was, then watch it from 
the spring and then watch practices (this past 
week). 

“Tl also watch Vince from the spring and 
Vince from games. I watched the LSU game 
from two years ago and a lot of film on LSU 
from last year.” 

In the 2014 season opener, Wisconsin 


squandered a 24-7 second half lead in a 28-24 
loss to the Tigers. Schobert and Biegel were the 
starting outside linebackers for the Badgers in 
Houston. 

“It’s relatively the same defense,” said Watt, 
acknowledging the offseason transition from 
former UW defensive coordinator Dave Aranda 
(who’s now at LSU) to Justin Wilcox. 

Biegel, who has been named a team captain, 
is well aware of Watt’s study habits. 

“TJ. keeps embracing the roles that he has 
been put into,” he said. “He’s a guy who’s 
very willing and eager to learn ... he’s like a 
sponge.” 

Tibesar has seen the same things in Watt. 

“One week into it, he’s had a great camp,” 
he said. “He definitely looks like a Big Ten 
starter. He’s continuing to take steps with his 
game from where he was at the end of spring to 
where he is now. 

“He’s gaining confidence, which is always 
big part of anybody’s play. 

“T expect him to be an impact player for us.” 

Derek Watt’s graduation has impacted T,J. 
Watt. They were UW teammates for three years. 

“Derek was a big motivator for me,” he said, 
“because I saw how hard he worked and how 
hard he wanted to make the team better in any 
way that he could. He would do anything. 

“That really opened my eyes. I want to get 
on special teams and help this team in any way 
possible, too. That’s why I was playing nose 
(guard on pass downs last year) just to get on 
the field.” 

T.J. Watt had a flashback to his freshman 
season which was erased by injuries to both 
knees. Back then, he was struggling to make an 
impression as a tight end. 

“At media day, Derek was always the one 
sitting in the chair (for interviews),” he recalled. 
“And I was the one going, ‘God, I wish I was the 
one in the chair getting interviewed.” 

Recently, he got his wish; he got to sit in his 
own folding chair on the Camp Randall Stadi- 
um turf and he got to answer questions about 
his emergence and not just his brothers’ careers. 

“I’m going to miss Derek,” he said. “But he’s 
on to better things.” 

So is T. J. Watt, who concluded, “I’m just 
trying to make them proud.” 

You can probably guess who makes up 
“them.” 


Biegel says it felt good 
to be back on field 


By Jason Galloway 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Oct. 23, 2016 


IOWA CITY, Iowa — With just one tackle in 
the University of Wisconsin football team’s 17-9 
victory at lowa on Saturday, outside linebacker 
Vince Biegel didn’t exactly make a splash in his 
return from a fractured foot. 

Working back into the lineup, though, 
was a massive step for a senior captain whose 
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pass-rushing prowess could be vital to any 
playoff push UW makes over the next six 
weeks. 

“Tl continue to shake off the rust,” Biegel 
said. “I feel very fortunate, 23 days off surgery, 
for me to be out there and make some plays for 
my team. 

“Tt feels very good to be back out there. I’m 
not the type of guy who’s in favor of watching 
any football game at home or on the sideline.” 

Biegel missed the Badgers’ only two losses 
of the season — a 14-7 defeat at Michigan and a 
30-23 overtime slugfest against Ohio State last 
week at Camp Randall Stadium. 

He said his foot began hurting early in the 
season but the pain wasn’t serious enough to 
stop playing on it. Three days before the Mich- 
igan game, he decided it was finally time for an 
X-ray, which showed a slight fracture. 

Biegel faced the prospect of surgery with a 
modest recovery time or continue playing on it 
and risk a break sidelining him for the remain- 
der of the season. 

“There was a lot of praying, a lot of family 
talk that Wednesday night, but I felt very 
confident after praying and a lot of talk with 
some family and friends that the surgery was 
the right route for me,” Biegel said. “I feel con- 
fident. I feel that was a good decision, and I'll 
continue to get better the rest of the season and 
focus on getting stronger as well. It feels great 
right now. I feel good cutting on it. I was able 
to practice on it all (last) week. Tuesday and 
Wednesday are our big, heavy days. I was able 
to practice both days.” 

UW limited Biegel’s reps in his first game 
back Saturday. He started in his usual spot 
opposite T.J. Watt, but outside linebacker Garret 
Dooley said he, Biegel and Watt all played close 
to an equal amount of snaps. 

Biegel isn’t second-guessing his decision to 
get midseason surgery, even if he could have 
made a difference in those two close losses. 

He played it safe, and now he has the rest 
of the season to help the Badgers make a run 
at the Big Ten Conference title and a possible 
playoff berth. 

“All of our goals are still in sight,” Biegel 
said. “Obviously, we have two losses, but win- 
ning the Big Ten West is still a reality. We have 
Nebraska next week. The Big Ten Champion- 
ship’s still in sight, and who knows, the College 
Football Playoff potentially. 

“T don’t have any regrets at all. Everything 
happens for a reason. I’m a true believer in that. 
Obviously, would I have loved to be out there 
for the Michigan and Ohio State games? Ab- 
solutely. I would have killed to be out there. I 
came back (for my senior year) for those games. 
But I knew that the surgery had to be done.” 
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Biegel’s eccentricity 
masks passion 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
August 27, 2016 


Madison - Vince Biegel has never worried 
about masking his eccentric side. 

The fifth-year senior linebacker has a 
fondness for mullets, including one style that 
features Wisconsin’s motion W cut above his 
ears. 

What? You expected a block “M” for Mich- 
igan? 

During the summer of 2013, he and 
then-teammate Derek Watt filmed a Vine video 
that featured Biegel rollerblading near their 
apartment. 

Nothing unusual about that, right? 

Well, Biegel wore a blond wig, blue-jean 
shorts, a sleeveless white T-shirt, sunglasses 
and a baseball cap, worn backward, of course. 

The quirky behavior can mask Biegel’s pas- 
sion for football and his desire to win. 

That is why Biegel eschewed entering the 
2016 National Football League draft. He chose 
to return UW so he could become a more dom- 
inating player to improve his draft stock and 
help lead UW to greater heights. 

“T think any player — good, bad, first-year, 
fifth-year — everybody can get better,” he said. 

Biegel’s play last season was overshadowed 
by the work of Joe Schobert, who garnered 
All-American honors. Yet Biegel enjoyed his 
best overall season and finished second on the 
team in sacks (eight), tackles for loss (14) and 
quarterback hurries (nine) and third in total 
tackles (66). 

The result: Biegel was a consensus third- 
team all-Big Ten pick. 

He viewed that honor as a slight and didn’t 
hide his feelings. In December he called being 
placed on the third team a slap in the face and 
he still remembers. 

“The chip on my shoulder is kind of a per- 
sonal thing,” he said. “It is definitely something 
I’ve used as motivation for me to stay focused. 

“And to be completely honest, it is one thing 
to say that you are focused. But to be a senior 
and to know that this is your last season, your 
last go-round, it puts a different perspective on 
things. 

“And I’ve attacked the game and every 
single aspect of my life —- whether it is my 
nutrition, whether it is my running, my lifting — 
every part of my game.” 

Biegel and outside linebackers coach Tim 
Tibesar sat down after UW's victory over USC 
in the Holiday Bowl and devised a game plan. 

Tibesar wants to see the 6-foot-4, 245-pound 
Biegel improve as a pass-rusher and in pass 
coverage. 

“He's got a great understanding of our 
defense,” Tibesar said. “He really knows what 
is going on. The next step is to get even better 
at coverage and then to take that energy that 


he does bring and that effort that he does bring 
and continue to hone his craft. 

“Be not a good run defender but a great run 
defender. Be not a good pass-rusher but a great 
pass-rusher.” 

Biegel was asked to drop into coverage at 
times last season because UW’s defensive staff 
wanted foes to have to guess whether Schobert 
or Biegel would be coming after the quarter- 
back. 

“T thought he got significantly better in his 
coverage technique,” Tibesar said, “which is 
something that prior to last year he was never 
really asked to do a whole lot. 

“T think that allowed us as a defense to be 
more effective.” 

Biegel last season lined up at boundary 
linebacker, on the short side of the field. This 
season he will be at field linebacker, on the 
wide side of the field, and be asked to drop 
more frequently into coverage. T.J. Watt is set to 
start in Biegel’s old spot. 

“T've been here for a while and I’ve played a 
lot of games,” Biegel said, “but there’s always, 
always things I can work on...I think the best is 
yet to come.” 

One of only three seniors on the No. 1 
defense, Biegel will also have to fill a leadership 
void. 

Anything but demure, Biegel doesn’t have a 
difficult time leading by word. But it is his work 
ethic that is more infectious. 

“One of the things that has stood out to me 
about Vince,” first-year defensive coordinator 
Justin Wilcox said, “is when he practices he is 
one of the first guys we’re showing, in our unit 
meetings, running to the ball and the effort that 
he plays with.” 


Dooley grows into role 
that continues to 
expand for UW defense 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 12, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Outside linebacker 
Garret Dooley had no trouble remembering the 
record-setting performances of Illinois quarter- 
back Wes Lunt and wide receiver Zach Grant 
from their prep days. 

Five years ago, Lunt completed 31-of-39 
passes for 506 yards and Grant had 13 catches 
for 259 yards in the Illinois High School Associ- 
ation Class 4A championship game at Memorial 
Stadium in Champaign. 

Lunt and Grant, both seniors, paved the 
way for a second consecutive state title for the 
Rochester High School Rockets, who held on 
for a 42-39 win over Richmond-Burton on Nov. 
25, 2011. 

Dooley, then a junior, was the leading rush- 
er for the Rockets. 

“Obviously, when teams were zeroing in 
on the pass game,” he said, “it opened the run 
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game a lot, so whenever the passing wasn’t 
working, the run was. It was a lot of fun playing 
with them.” 

Dooley rushed for 1,209 yards during the 
2011 season (including 13 carries for 42 yards 
and a touchdown in the victory over Rich- 
mond-Burton). He also had 146 tackles, 21 
tackles for losss and 6 sacks. 

Following the graduation of Lunt (who went 
to Oklahoma State) and Grant (who went to 
Illinois), Dooley became a bigger factor in the 
Rockets’ offense, rushing for 1,436 yards and 
32 TDs. 

Along with 34 catches during his senior 
year, Dooley had 132 tackles and 14.5 sacks as 
an all-state middle linebacker who was also the 
Player of the Year in his conference (Central 
State Eight). 

Dooley never took an official visit to Illinois. 
But he knew his way around the campus. He 
also knew that Wisconsin had a lot to offer 
and picked the Badgers over Penn State and 
Vanderbilt. 

“From the beginning,” Dooley said, “Wis- 
consin was my No. 1 choice.” 

Over the years, Dooley has stayed in touch 
with Lunt and Grant. 

“My parents are friends with Wes’s parents 
and Zach’s parents,” he said. “I haven't talked 
to Wes in a little bit, but I know that he has had 
some injury problems.” 

Lunt started five games as a true fresh- 
man at Oklahoma State before transferring 
to Illinois. Over the last two seasons, the 6-5, 
225-pound Lunt has started 19 of 20 games at 
quarterback. 

In 2015, he threw for 2,761 yards and 14 
touchdowns. Against the Badgers, he was 22-of- 
43 for 278 yards. Michael Caputo picked off one 
of his passes, one of six on the season for Lunt. 

This year, Lunt started the first five games 
before injuring his back on Oct. 8 against Pur- 
due. He has yet to return to action. Jeff George 
Jr., has started the last three games for the Illini. 

George is the son of the former IIlinois quar- 
terback and No. 1 overall pick in the 1990 draft. 
One of his targets is Grant, who had career 
highs in catches (3) and receiving yards (37) last 
Saturday. 

Dooley is looking forward to renewing 
his friendship with Lunt and Grant, who has 
17 receptions in 22 career games for the Illini. 
Eight of those catches have come in the last 
three games. 

The Rochester Rockets will obviously be 
well represented Saturday at Camp Randall 
Stadium. “I know there are a lot of people who 
want to come up for the Illinois game,” Dooley 
said. 

If they make the four-hour drive from Roch- 
ester, they can be guaranteed seeing Dooley on 
the field in a prominent role. That hasn’t always 
been the case during his Wisconsin career. 

Injuries slowed his development. He red- 
shirted in 2013 and didn’t play in 2014. 

Last season, Dooley was on special teams 
and had three tackles in 11 games. He also had 
three through the first three games this season 
and three in the Big Ten opener at Michigan 
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State. 

Dooley’s life changed shortly after outside 
linebacker Vince Biegel had foot surgery. That 
put Biegel on the sideline for a couple of games 
and Dooley in the starting lineup. 

In his first career start, Dooley had seven 
tackles at Michigan. He matched that total in 
wins over Iowa and Nebraska. Through nine 
games, he has 33 tackles, 5.5 TFLs and 2.5 sacks. 

“T definitely think I’ve become a lot more 
comfortable over the last few weeks,” said the 
6-3, 247-pound Dooley, who’s now wearing No. 
5 on his jersey after starting the season with 
No. 55. 

“Getting a lot more playing time has 
allowed me to grow as a player, teammate and 
leader. My coaches and teammates can count 
on me. Just like I can count on them.” 

No matter how much practice time you 
might get from week to week, Dooley agreed 
that there are some things that you can learn 
only by playing in the heat of the battle on 
Saturdays. 

“Playing a few snaps in the LSU game, I was 
pretty nervous,” he said of the opener. “I’ve 
noticed since then I’ve grown tremendously 
from getting reps in game, the big-time games 
we've played.” 

From the start, Biegel has been helpful to 
Dooley from a motivational standpoint. It’s re- 
ally keeping in character for Biegel, who doesn’t 
shy away from expressing himself. 

“Especially after he got hurt and right before 
Michigan, he helped me keep my head,” Dool- 
ey said. “He just told me to go out and play 
football. I didn’t have to do anything extra. 

“He told me I didn’t have to be a hero or 
anything like that.” 

Biegel, Dooley and outside linebacker T.J. 
Watt, who have grown closer together off the 
field, have been causing headaches for a lot of 
offensive tackles and quarterbacks. 

Last Saturday, Dooley was credited with 
only two tackles in the 21-7 win at Northwest- 
ern. But they were both impactful plays. He had 
a hurry and a TFL. 

While he had his arms around quarterback 
Clayton Thorson’s legs, nose tackle Conor 
Sheehy jarred the ball from his grasp and safety 
D’Cota Dixon recovered for a critical fourth 
quarter turnover. 

“It’s always a team effort,” Dooley said. 
“Even if someone makes a mistake, someone 
else has their back. As a defense, we know we 
can trust each other. That’s crucial playing in 
these games.” 

Asked if he could single out anyone as the 
potential Most Valuable Player on a defense 
minus injured linebackers Jack Cichy and Chris 
Orr, he said, “I don’t think so. It’s definitely 
everyone. 

“Whether it’s the D-line, the linebacker 
corps or the back end, everybody plays their 
role. And everybody does it really well. We fly 
around and play football. That’s what everyone 
enjoys.” 

Like all his UW teammates, Dooley gets the 
same questions. What has made this Wisconsin 
defense so special? Why are the Badgers among 


the national leaders again? 

“T’ve told someone this before,” he said, 
“our defense is extremely gritty. Everyone 
likes hard-hitting football and they like putting 
their body out there for this team and program. 
Nobody is selfish.” 


Setback won't stop Orr 
from making an impact 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
September 28, 2016 


MADISON, Wis.— All told, the mourning 
process for Chris Orr lasted only a minute or so. 
It’s all he would allow. 

There was a 30-second burst of woe-is-me 
when Orr, the sophomore inside linebacker for 
the Wisconsin football team, was told that he 
wouldn’t be able to return to action against LSU 
in the season opener on Sept. 3. 

Orr had injured his right knee on the first 
defensive play from scrimmage for the Badgers 
during the Lambeau Field College Classic in 
Green Bay. 

Sitting inside the visitor’s locker room, Orr 
said he initially took the news hard before his 
father Terry — who had come down from the 
stands — helped clear the fog of disappoint- 
ment. 

“You know what you have to do,” the for- 
mer NFL tight end told his son. 

“Yes, sir,” Chris replied. “Get back out there 
and help my teammates as much as I can.” 

Orr dutifully returned to the bench, where 
he could be seen and heard exhorting the un- 
ranked Badgers to a major upset. 

A day later, after UW claimed a 16-14 
victory over the then-fifth-ranked Tigers, Orr 
got confirmation that he had torn his anterior 
cruciate ligament and would miss the rest of the 
season. 

“As soon as I got hit with the news, I proba- 
bly had about 30 seconds to mourn — sob about 
it — and then 1 saw my teammates and I was 
like, ‘You know what? I’m just going to work 
hard in this prehab and rehab after surgery,” 
Orr said. 

The same day he got the diagnosis, Orr 
popped his head into the Camp Randall Stadi- 
um office of UW coach Paul Chryst. 

“JT just want to make sure you saw me smil- 
ing today,” Orr told him. 

Yes, Orr is a unique character. 

“Tt doesn’t do any good if guys see me down 
as one of the leaders on this team,” he said. 

“Tf they see me down — see me hurt, see me 
defeated — then what does that show to them? 
It shows that I don’t practice what I preach. 

“T’ve just got to embrace this. We all have a 
plan in life, but it’s all about reaction to what 
happens.” 

Orr's response to misfortune can be seen 
every day and not just behind the scenes. 

When he’s not in class, receiving treatment 
or in the weight room, Orr is playing an uncom- 
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mon role. 

He’s meeting daily with first-year UW 
defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox to go over 
preparations for the upcoming opponent. Not 
only is Orr doing research and sitting in on 
position meetings, he’s on the sideline during 
games, wearing a headset that connects him to 
Wilcox up in the press box. 

Injured players typically don’t travel with 
the team, but Orr is an exception. 

He was there last week when UW opened 
the Big Ten Conference season with a resound- 
ing 30-6 victory over Michigan State in East 
Lansing, Michigan. 

His presence will continue Saturday when 
the eighth-ranked Badgers (4-0 overall, 1-0 in 
the Big Ten) face fourth-rated Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

“T’ve always been impressed with Chris’ 
knowledge of the game, and he has been help- 
ful,” Chryst said. 

“Chris is a real smart guy,” Wilcox said. “He 
gets football. He studies it. He loves it. He likes 
to come up and ask, ‘Why are we doing what 
we're doing this week?” 

Orr’s curiosity could involve the makeup of 
personnel groupings or formations or defensive 
calls. When not attending class — he’s a life 
sciences communication major — he’s a fixture 
in the football offices and in video sessions. 

Orr served as a sideline liaison during the 
home opener on Sept. 10 vs. Akron — a 54-10 
victory — and the assignment grew from there. 

“That's his way of helping the team,” Wilcox 
said. 

The arrangement evolved out of discussions 
between Orr and Wilcox. Chryst ultimately 
gave his blessing. 

“T told him I want to become a better foot- 
ball player any way I can so when I do come 
back — or when I’m watching the games now 
or helping out at the games now — I’m going to 
have a good idea what he’s going to call,” Orr 
said of Wilcox. 

“It’s good for him and I think it’s good for 
our linebacking group and I think it’s good for 
our defense,” Wilcox said. 

Orr brings more than knowledge to the 
project. 

“Chris plays a vital role on this team, and 
not just on the field, but off the field for us,” 
UW senior outside linebacker and captain Vince 
Biegel said. 

“He exudes a certain energy and charisma 
about him. It’s one of a kind. For him to be able 
to be with us on Saturdays, it’s special for us.” 

Orr’s presence and influence were on 
display during preseason training camp. When 
two altercations brought an abrupt end to a 
practice — an irritated Chryst made everyone 
run wind sprints — Orr asked to address the 
team. He delivered a message of unity. 

“He’s really wise beyond his years,” Biegel 
said. 

Orr, from DeSoto, Texas, played in 10 games 
as a true freshman, starting six. His role was 
expected to be more pronounced this season, 
but fate had other plans. 

“Tjust want to help as much as I can,” he 
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said. “I’m always going to bring energy no 
matter what. 

“T still look at myself as a leader on this 
team. Maybe not on the field, but I can still 
provide some leadership when guys are down 
or maybe when we hit some adversity.” 

Wilcox wants Orr to “be another set of eyes 
and ears” on the sideline. Wilcox oversees 
inside linebackers, but he wants Orr to provide 
insight and feedback to the outside linebackers 
as well. 

“He might pick up things that even Coach 
Wilcox isn’t seeing that he can use,” UW junior 
outside linebacker T.J. Watt said of Orr. 

Such as? Watt mentioned the fatigue factor 
as well as getting first-hand thoughts from the 
players as to what’s working and what tenden- 
cies are being exposed. 

Watt likes having Orr on the mix for his 
personality as well. 

“He’s just loose,” Watt said. “He'll joke 
around on the sidelines to loosen you up a little 
bit.” 

Orr is scheduled to have surgery Oct. 5 
— UW has a bye that weekend — and begin 
rehabilitation as soon as possible. He said he 
intends to keep handling his new assignment 
— home and away — although it could mean a 
temporary seat in the press box. 

“Tf Ican still go on the sidelines, I’ll go 
on the sidelines,” Orr said. “Of course I'll be 
(standing) back a little bit more because I can’t 
move as much, but I'll still be there.” 

Asked if he plans to be fully healed in time 
for spring practice, Orr demurred. 

“I’m shooting to be back as soon as pos- 
sible,” he said. “Whenever I’m the strongest, 
whenever they say I’m the healthiest, whenever 
they say I’m ready, I'll be ready.” 

Wilcox said Orr may not be playing this sea- 
son, but he’s still improving his stock by being a 
central figure on game day. 

“He said, ‘Since I’m not playing, how can I 
get an edge?” Wilcox said. “That was some- 
thing he wanted and I was all for it.” 

Not only does Wilcox want Orr close to the 
action, his teammates feel the same way. 

“Chris Orr is a great guy to have on the 
sidelines,” Watt said. 

“We want Chris to be on this journey with 
us,” Biegel said. “He’s one of us. He’s put in the 
blood, sweat and tears in the offseason and it’s 
only right for him to come with us.” 


Change? UW players 
embrace opportunity 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 9, 2016 


Madison — T.J. Edwards and Ryan Connelly 
played quarterback in high school. 

Now they are Wisconsin’s starting inside 
linebackers. 

Leo Musso rushed for 5,531 yards and 87 
touchdowns at Waunakee High School and 


helped the Warriors win three consecutive 
WIAA Division 2 state titles. 

Now he is preparing for his 13th start at 
safety. 

David Edwards was an option quarterback 
in high school but moved to tight end after he 
arrived at UW and then to the offensive line last 
summer. 

Now he is preparing for his third consecu- 
tive start at right tackle. 

Those are some, though not all, of the 
players who have made position changes since 
arriving at UW and have helped the Badgers 
(7-2, 4-2 Big Ten), who host Illinois (3-6, 2-4) at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday. 

“J think it is just recruiting guys that love the 
game of football,” Musso said when asked to 
pinpoint the reasons players make such transi- 
tions successfully. “You could go up and down 
our roster and find guys that have switched 
positions. That is a testament to the coaches for 
recruiting dudes that love playing football and 
playing for this school. 

“Tf the coaches are trying to move you to 
anew spot, then they have a vision for you to 
succeed at that spot. It’s not taking anything 
away from you. It is giving you the opportuni- 
ty.” 

Dare Ogunbowale got his opportunity to 
switch positions early in the 2014 season. 

Then-coach Gary Andersen asked Ogun- 
bowale, buried on the depth chart at corner- 
back, if he wanted to give tailback a shot. 
Ogunbowale jumped at the chance. 

He rushed for 819 yards and seven touch- 
downs and added 299 receiving yards and a 
touchdown in 2015, his first full season at the 
position. Ogunbowale this season has 350 rush- 
ing yards and two scores and 84 receiving yards 
and a touchdown. 

Musso also was asked by Andersen if he 
wanted to try tailback. Despite the fact he was 
playing mostly on special teams at the time, 
Musso told Andersen he preferred to stay put. 

“T love playing defensive back,” said Musso, 
who is third on the team in tackles with 47. “I 
love playing on this defense. 

“T didn’t say no. I said I would (move) but I 
still wanted to play defense.” 

T.J. Edwards was a dual-threat quarterback 
who played three games on defense as a senior 
at Lakes Community High School in Lake Villa, 
Il. 

He was brought to UW to play linebacker. 

“T think they just have to be open to 
change,” he said when asked about the key to 
succeeding after a position switch. “There are 
so many times where a freshman comes in and 
they’re playing a position they never played 
before. 

“As long as you are open to coaching, be- 
cause they obviously see something in you that 
should you be able to compete.” 

Edwards redshirted in 2014 and worked 
on the scout team. He hasn’t forgotten battling 
linemen like Rob Havenstein and Kyle Costigan 
in practice. 

“I was taking some beatings for sure,” he 
said. “I think that helped me so much.” 
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T.J. Edwards was skeptical when told that 
teammate David Edwards, now 6 foot 7 and 295 
pounds, played quarterback in high school. 

Forget skeptical. T.J. Edwards didn’t believe 
it. He demanded to see the video. 

“That is amazing to me,” T.J. Edwards said. 

David Edwards assured his teammate he 
could play the position. He rolled up more 
than 2,000 yards of total offense as an option 
quarterback. 

“Tt was tons of fun,” he said. “I had a great 
time.” 

David Edwards still reminds the staff — 
playfully — he once played the position. If Alex 
Hornibrook or Bart Houston throw a bad pass 
in practice, Edwards volunteers his services. 

The coaches’ playful response, according to 
Edwards: Shut up. 

David Edwards understands his future is at 
tackle and embraced the move from tight end. 

“Tt is being selfless,” he said. “For me, I was 
always willing to do whatever Coach Chryst 
and the offense really needed me to do. 

“You come in with the mind-set that I’m go- 
ing to do whatever they ask me to do. I’m going 
to shut my mouth and work hard.” 


Connelly worthy of 
teammates’ confidence 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
September 7, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- After starting lineback- 
er Chris Orr was injured on Wisconsin’s first 
defensive snap of the game Saturday against 
LSU -- a serious knee injury that has since been 
diagnosed as a torn ACL -- Ryan Connelly 
didn’t have time to contemplate his fate or Orr’s 
miserable luck. 

“T didn’t really have time to get nervous, 
which was probably a good thing, a blessing in 
disguise,” said Connelly, a 20-year-old redshirt 
sophomore. “You just had to go out there and 
do the job like we’ve been preparing for. So it 
was easier in a way than starting (the game).” 

Connelly didn’t waste any time getting 
involved. On his first play, he forced tailback 
Leonard Fournette out of bounds. “I realized, 
‘OK, I can do this. It’s no different than any- 
thing we’ve done before,” he said. “I gained a 
whole lot of confidence after the first series. It 
kind of settled me down.” 

Inside linebacker Jack Cichy was also good 
for his nerves. “I was constantly talking with 
Jack,” he said. “He’s pretty steady on the 
sidelines and that definitely helped to keep me 
calm throughout the whole game. All of the 
inside linebackers are pretty close, we’re always 
helping each other out.” 

Cichy didn’t mince words, either. “When 
Chris was down on the field and Ryan came 
into the huddle, I looked at him and said, ‘We 
got this,” Cichy recalled. “I was confident in 
him. I knew that he knew what he was sup- 
posed to do and I just told him, ‘Be calm and 
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execute.” 

Respectful encouragement. “As the game 
progressed,” Cichy continued, “when we got 
back to the sidelines, we’d recap what went 
on, what went good and what went bad. After 
we started getting some series together, it was 
pretty normal. I talked to him like I would talk 
to T.J. (Edwards) or Chris.” 

After Orr returned from the locker room, he 
addressed Cichy and Connelly on the sideline. 
“He put it on us to pretty much go out there 
and finish what we started. He said, ‘You guys 
can do it,” Connelly recounted. “I talked to him 
after the game and your heart just breaks for 
him.” 

An energetic and enterprising sophomore, 
Orr will be relegated to a season of rehab. “It 
was pretty crazy that it can happen that quick,” 
said Connelly. “You hate to see one of your 
friends go down like that. If anyone is going to 
be back, it’s going to be Chris.” 

In his absence, Connelly acquitted him- 
self well. Of his seven tackles, second only 
to Cichy’s eight, none was bigger than his 
fourth-quarter stop on Fournette on third-and-8 
from the LSU 33. Connelly limited Fournette 
to a 3-yard gain on a screen that had big gain 
written all over it. 

“T started on my pass drop and I saw the 
center (Ethan Pocic) and the running back 
(Fournette) running the same way,” Connelly 
said. “When that happens, it’s a big indicator 
for screens, so I just said, ‘I’m going to run full 
speed at this and see what happens.’ 

“Coach (Justin) Wilcox always stresses a 
‘bait and slip’ move that we’ve actually prac- 
ticed. It was risky because if I don’t get it, then 
it was going to be a pretty large gain. But I took 
my chance. If you take it, you've got to make 
it.” 

Connelly took an angle to the ball that 
decoyed Pocic into thinking that Fournette 
was not where he anticipated that he would 
be on the screen. He then corrected his course. 
“And once you get to him (Fournette),” he said, 
“you ve got to hold on for dear life and hope he 
goes to the ground.” 

Down goes Fournette. That forced a punt 
and set up the UW’s game-winning drive. In 
retrospect, Cichy was not surprised by anything 
that he saw from Connelly. “Ryan brings a 
tenacity,” he said. “When Ryan pulls his trig- 
ger, Ryan is as fast and as violent as just about 
anyone on the team.” 

Former Wisconsin defensive coordinator 
Dave Aranda, now calling signals for LSU, 
recognized Connelly’s potential last season. In 
a telling statement, Aranda advised the local 
media corps, “Connelly is a guy that I trust. He 
has a great football savviness to him. I’m a big 
fan of his.” 

Aranda also raved about his toughness. 
That was evident throughout his prep career at 
Eden Prairie (Minnesota) High School, one of 
the most successful programs in the Midwest. 
Connelly was a member of three straight Class 
6A state championship teams coached by Mike 
Grant. 

As a sophomore, he was a backup quarter- 


back, mostly a spectator on the varsity. As a 
junior, he wound up playing defensive end in 
the state playoffs. And that was a story in itself 
that would warm the heart of any Minnesotan, 
including Grant's father, the iconic ex-Vikings 
head coach Bud Grant. 

“They moved me to the D-line by accident,” 
Connelly said. 

The original intention was to move a Con- 
nor, a Connor Johnson, to the defense line but 
the assistant coach thought he heard Connelly 
instead of Connor in a staff meeting. “So the 
next practice, they moved me,” Connelly said, 
“and I ended up playing there and starting for 
the playoff run.” 

Connelly took it all in stride knowing that 
he would be returning to his preferred position, 
quarterback. As a senior, he didn’t disappoint, 
either. He threw for 14 touchdowns and had 
zero interceptions. Not that he threw it much. 
He attempted only seven passes in the title 
game. 

“We always joke at Eden Prairie that the 
most passes that you're going to throw are 
during warmups,” said Connelly, whose first 
cousin Anders Lee is a center iceman with 
the New York Islanders of the NHL. “We're a 
Wing-T offense and we like to run the ball. I 
was a run-first quarterback.” 

He was also a midfielder in lacrosse on a 
state title team. “Defensively, it’s pretty similar 
to basketball in a way; it relates to linebackers,” 
he said of a sport that he had played since the 
third grade. “You have quick guys who can 
make a move at any moment. It’s definitely a 
hard-hitting sport.” 

Connelly had the black and blue arms, the 
bruises to prove it. What he didn’t have was 
any scholarship offers to play football. There 
was some interest from small programs, but 
nothing that could dissuade him from walking 
on at Wisconsin. “I was going to come here for 
school regardless,” he said. 

His patience and persistence earned him a 
scholarship. “The best part about that,” Connel- 
ly said of UW coach Paul Chryst’s announce- 
ment to the full team, “was how everyone stood 
up and started yelling. That probably meant 
the most to me, how everyone was genuinely 
happy that I got it.” 

It was a pretty unforgettable moment. Sort 
of like Saturday’s win over LSU at Lambeau 
Field. “I grew up as a Packer fan,” confessed 
Connelly, whose parents are Cheeseheads; his 
dad (Steve) is from La Crosse and his mom 
(Christi) is from Madison. “I stayed true.” 

He also stayed true to himself by making 
sure that he was prepared for the game, know- 
ing the adage about being one snap away from 
playing; the first snap as it turned out. He was 
ready when called, a good starting point. 

“Tt was probably one of the best experiences 
of my life,” Connelly said. 


CLIPS 


Jacobs happy to be 
contributing again 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 17, 2016 


Madison — Wisconsin’s Leon Jacobs hasn’t 
enjoyed football this much since...last season, 
when he started three games at inside lineback- 
er and played in four overall before suffering a 
season-ending foot injury. 

“Tt feels good,” the junior said this week. “I 
love this school. And when you put in so much 
work that when you finally get to put it out 
there it means a lot more.” 

Jacobs opened the 2016 season as UW's No. 
3 fullback. 

He was moved to offense in the spring 
because UW was loaded at inside linebacker 
and the staff hoped to find a position at which 
Jacobs could contribute. 

That experiment ended after the season 
opener. Chris Orr suffered a season-ending 
knee injury against LSU and starter T.J. Ed- 
wards was still working his way back from a 
broken foot suffered in the summer. 

Head coach Paul Chryst and defensive co- 
ordinator Justin Wilcox decided to move Jacobs 
back to defense. 

“You don’t want someone to get hurt,” 
Jacobs said, “but when Coach Chryst called me 
I was excited about the opportunity.” 

Edwards made his season debut in Week 2 
against Akron and returned to the starting line- 
up in Week 3 against Georgia State. He leads 
the team in tackles with 61. 

With Jack Cichy out since suffering a sea- 
son-ending injury at Iowa, the staff has rotated 
Ryan Connelly and Jacobs next to Edwards. 

Jacobs has 24 tackles, including a sack. Con- 
nelly has 37 tackles, including 4% for loss. 

Earlier this season Jacobs received a medical 
waiver for last season and will be a senior in 
2017. 

He doesn’t regret missing most of the ‘15 
season for only one reason. UW finished 10-3, 
capping the season with a victory over USC in 
the Holiday Bowl. 

“T think it would be more difficult if we had 
a bad year,” he said. “Since we had a good year, 
I was happy for the team and for my friends.” 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


No praise needed, 
D-line gets it done 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 10, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Any definition of “un- 
selfish” in the dictionary should include a photo 


47 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


of a Wisconsin defensive lineman. It could 

be any of the starters: Chikwe Obasih, Conor 
Sheehy or Alec James. It could be either of the 
back-ups: Garrett Rand or Billy Hirschfeld. Or it 
could be the injured Olive Sagapolu. 

“With the group we've got, it comes 
natural,” said Wisconsin D-line coach Inoke 
Breckterfield. “They understand their job, they 
get it. They just really buy into the whole team 
philosophy, ‘This is my job, I’m 1/11th (of the 
defense). Play great technique and the plays 
will come.” 

In last Saturday’s win at Northwestern, 
Conor Sheehy was easily the most productive 
down lineman with five tackles, a sack, 1.5 tack- 
les for loss, a forced fumble and a quarterback 
hurry. Sheehy, a junior from Milwaukee, had 
his own thoughts on whether you can coach 
“unselfishness.” 

“T think the type of player that Wisconsin 
recruits typically is an unselfish player,” said 
Sheehy, a first-team all-state selection out of 
Marquette High School. “And we all try to play 
unselfishly. A lot of guys are definitely happy 
to see other guys be successful and do well.” 

Take it from smallest player on the defense, 
safety Leo Musso, the success of the unit re- 
volves around the sacrifices of its biggest play- 
ers on the line of scrimmage. “Our linebackers 
and DBs get a lot of the credit,” Musso said. 
“But really it’s their names (the D-line) that 
should be written in the papers.” 

With all due respect, they say thanks, but no 
thanks. “We take pride in what we do and we're 
not worried about anyone else noticing it,” said 
Sheehy, who doesn’t mind taking on blockers 
so the linebackers and safeties can run to the 
ball and make plays. “They’d do the same thing 
for us.” 

Where does that attitude come from? “My 
whole family has always been team first and 
family first, all that kind of stuff,” said Sheehy, 
whose dad, Tim, was a baseball player at Wis- 
consin. “You worry about yourself last. That’s 
definitely something that has been part of my 
life.” 

Sheehy’s sister, Anna, competed in crew at 
Duke, though her career was cut short by some 
back problems. She’s now working for Delta Air 
Lines in Atlanta. His older brother, Ryan, 24, is 
in the army and stationed in upper New York 
state. He just got back from a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan. 

“I’m very proud of everything he has done,” 
Conor Sheehy said. “I definitely look up to him 
a lot. He has been a huge influence on my life 
and a really big reason why I’ve been success- 
ful. He has always taught me to work. He’s 
definitely an unselfish guy. Obviously, it comes 
with what he does.” 

Breckterfield appreciates Sheehy’s versatili- 
ty. He can play an outside technique or over the 
center, a nose tackle assignment that he has tak- 
en on since Sagapolu went to the sideline with 
an injury. Sheehy’s toughness is also a big part 
of who he is, and how he plays in the trenches. 

“He’s playing with a broken thumb. He 
opted out of surgery to finish out the season 
with a cast on and he hasn’t missed a beat,” 


said Breckterfield. “He’s a throwback kind of 
guy. Tough as nails. Hard worker. Smart. He’s 
all about business. That’s kind of his approach 
to things.” Breckterfield was quick to note, “We 
have fun. Don’t get me wrong.” 

Obasih makes sure of that, in concert with 
his co-conspirators, James and Sheehy. “Those 
guys are constantly getting after each other,” 
Breckterfield said. “It could be a play in practice 
and the jokes start coming. Or it could be any 
little thing. It’s non-stop between those three.” 

Their experience can’t be overlooked. 
They’ve all played in 36 career games. Obasih 
has 26 starts, Sheehy has 16 and James has 10. 
“We're getting to that point where guys know 
when and when they can’t take a chance,” 
Breckterfield said. “I’m trusting them a lot 
more. If it’s there, take a shot.” 

In each of his last two postgame press 
conferences, wins over Nebraska and North- 
western, UW head coach Paul Chryst has made 
special mention of the play of the defensive line. 
In each instance, he said, “They’re a founda- 
tional piece of our defense and a really big part 
of our team.” Wisconsin athletic director Barry 
Alvarez also took notice last Saturday against 
Northwestern. 

“They were moving the line of scrimmage,” 
Alvarez said. “I was a little concerned when 
our big guy (the 340-pound Sagapolu) got hurt 
because he didn’t give any push in there and 
that allowed the linebackers to run. But Sheehy 
loves to play and he’s tough at the nose tackle.” 

Alvarez noticed something else about the 
group. 

“They can all run,” he said. “That’s what I 
like — D-linemen that can run.” 

Breckterfield likes the same thing. “They all 
have a good feel, schematically, where people 
are, so they can cut it loose,” he said. “But it’s 
not just the D-line. Our whole defense has that 
feel. It’s like, ‘Hey, if we just run, we don’t have 
to be right all the time. The pursuit and angles 
will erase mistakes.” 

Mobility can cover up a lack of size. Obasih 
is 267 pounds, Sheehy is 288, James is 266. 
“We're undersized,” said Breckterfield, a third- 
team All-America defensive end at Oregon 
State. “But they each play with such great 
technique and pad level. That wins out. 

“As a coach,” he went on, “you're proud of 
the way they’re playing, especially when you 
turn the film on and everything you’ ve worked 
on during the week is being executed on game 
day. Watching these guys make plays is awe- 
some to see because you know how much work 
they’ve put in.” 

The work ethic meshes nicely with their 
execution of the fundamentals and unselfish- 
ness. “We want to help everybody out,” Sheehy 
said of the mindset. “So everybody is always 
hustling to the football. That’s the main thing 
— how you play good defense. You have to run 
to the ball.” 

It helps explain the run that the Badgers are 
on. They’ve allowed 11 touchdowns in nine 
games. 

“They’re eating up two or three blockers at 
a time and they’re still making plays,” Musso 
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said of the defensive linemen. “They’re very 
special from that aspect; very tough, very 
smart. It’s kind of a thankless position. But we 
wouldn’t have the success our defense has had 
without them.” 


Embracing challenge 
of position, Alec James 
comes into his own 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 22, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — After injuring his knee 
against Hawaii in the final non-conference tune- 
up before the 2015 Big Ten opener, Wisconsin 
defensive lineman Alec James was a spectator 
for last season’s lowa game; an understandable 
downer for the only player on the UW roster 
from the Hawkeye state. 

James was born in Cedar Rapids, lowa, 
which is 235 miles from his current home in 
Brookfield, Wisconsin, 164 miles from the 
Madison campus and 29 miles from Iowa City. 
James, who was 6 years old when his family 
moved to Wisconsin, was recruited by the 
Hawks. But he didn’t get a scholarship offer. 

On Saturday, he will return to Kinnick Sta- 
dium for a second time. His first trip was a team 
success — Wisconsin won 26-24 in 2014. But it 
was uneventful homecoming from a personal 
standpoint for No. 6. That was the duplicate 
number that James shared with tailback Corey 
Clement. 

Since then, James has switched to No. 57 
and established an identity on the D-line. 

“My confidence,” he said, “has grown so 
much in the past two years.” 

Over his first 26 games, James had one 
quarterback sack. 

Through the first six games this year, he has 
three sacks, second to T.J. Watt’s 5.5. 

On the first one against LSU, James said, “I 
just worked an inside move on the guard.” (His 
only other sack prior to 2016 had come against 
another SEC opponent, Alabama.) 

Against Akron, James tackled quarterback 
Thomas Woodson in the end zone for a safety. 
“It was a hard slide, I threw him inside (the 
blocker) and went around him,” he explained. 

At Michigan, he remembered, “The quar- 
terback (Wilton Speight) was rolling out and I 
ran and cut him off. Me and (Jack) Cichy were 
both there. I got the stat (sack), so I was happy 
about that.” 

It’s not like James lives on the edge. On 
the contrary. He’s attacking from an inside 
technique. 

“It’s not easy,” he said. “The main thing is 
to have relentless effort. That’s one thing coach 
Nokes (D-line coach Inoke Breckterfield) talked 
about when he first got here. He talked about 
having that continual motor of always pressing 
and always trying to push the pocket.” 

But doing so, he added, while staying in 
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your pass rushing lane. 

“Tf you keep working,” James said of sacks, 
“eventually they will come.” 

But it can be more challenging for a down 
lineman in a 3-4 defensive alignment. 

“That’s when you have to use that effort,” 
he said. “That fanatical effort.” 

Relentless effort. Fanatical effort. 

“You have to give it all you’ve got,” James 
said. 

Physically, James has much more to give 
than he did as an incoming freshman from 
Brookfield East when he was an outside line- 
backer and weighed around 225-230. He’s now 
up to 267. 

“T’ve gotten a lot stronger,” he said. “Coach 
Kolodziej has done a fantastic job. All the credit 
goes to him.” Ross Kolodziej, a former UW de- 
fensive lineman, is the football strength coach. 

“The first thing about his system is just 
the passion that he has for it,” James said. “In 
school, whenever you have a professor who 
loves the subject, you kind of feed off that. It’s 
the same with Coach Kolodziej for lifting. The 
second thing is his intelligence. He’s always 
doing some kind of research.” 

In all facets of James’ makeup, there has 
been steady growth and maturity. 

“Each year as you get older and learn the 
system, you have more freedom to kind of do 
what you want,” James said. “The first year, it’s 
more do your job and don’t get yelled at. Stay 
in your gap. Now, if you see a guy overcommit 
on a block, maybe you throw him ...” 

And take a chance on making a play that 
maybe you wouldn’t have taken earlier in your 
career. “You have to know your strengths as a 
player and what you can do and you have to 
know your limits,” said the undersized James. 
“Playing inside, I have to rely on quickness and 
technique.” 

Here’s where Breckterfield has made the 
biggest impact on his development. 

“He has helped me grow so much as a 
player,” James said. “I remember when he first 
got here in the spring, we could work on only 
one move in one-on-ones. We were kind of mad 
about that at first, because it wouldn’t work all 
the time and some guys didn’t trust it. 

“But it taught us to focus on the techniques. 
Once you get one move down, that’s your bread 
and butter and you can pull that on anyone. 

It kind of showed us that if you focus on one 
thing at a time and not the huge picture all the 
time, you can add things to your game slowly, 
but surely.” 

Although the Badgers will be without 
starting nose guard Olive Sagapolu at lowa — 
freshman Garrett Rand will be the beneficiary 
of more playing time — the D-line will rally 
around its veteran leaders: James, Chikwe 
Obasih (Brookfield Central) and Conor Sheehy 
(Milwaukee Marquette). 

They’re all from the Greater Metro Confer- 
ence, a bonding element. 

“Coach Nokes has helped me, Chikwe and 
Conor develop into who we are today,” said 
James. “The type of physicality we play with 
and all our stats are attributed to him. We’re not 


the biggest D-line in the Big Ten by any means. 
But we pride ourselves on our physicality and 
our quickness.” 

Injuries have forced the Hawkeyes to juggle 
combinations on the offensive line. 

“But they’re running the same stuff,” James 
said. “They’re running it because it works. The 
big thing about their offensive unit is execution. 
When they take their zone steps, they’re all in 
sync, the whole line. And that just shows how 
well-coached and disciplined they are.” 

The offensive catalyst is quarterback C.J. 
Beathard, who’s 18-4 as a starter. 

“He’s got some sauce,” James said. “We 
were watching film from last year where he 
broke Chris (Orr) off and made him fall. We 
were laughing about that. He has got some 
moves. So, we'll have to stay in our pass rush 
lanes and try to affect the quarterback.” 

Running the ball. Stopping the run. The keys 
rarely change in the Wisconsin-Iowa series. 

“It’s fun knowing you're going against one 
of the best O-lines in the Big Ten,” said James. 
“T know the fans are right there (at Kinnick 
Stadium) — pretty much close enough to 
touch you. They'll be yelling stuff. It’s a crazy 
stadium. I like it a lot. Plus, I’m from there. It’s 
pretty cool.” 


Breckterfield’s bunch 
has built a bond 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Sept. 23, 2016 


They make up the least publicized, least 
recognized, least scrutinized position group. 

But they are not the least valued or appre- 
ciated. 

“They are workers and grinders,” said Wis- 
consin defensive line coach Inoke Breckterfield. 
“They take pride in what they do. They enjoy 
the grind. They love studying the game. 

“We know that they’re not going to be 
talking about the D-line. 

“We're the unsung or whatever ... And they 
get it.” 

And they don’t mind it. 

“T always feel the D-line has the strongest 
bond on this team,” said defensive end Chikwe 
Obasih. “I know all the position groups will say 
what they will (about that point), but I feel we 
have the most collaborative personality on the 
team.” 

Interesting statement, isn’t it? All for one? 
One for all? 

“Instead of a bunch of individuals,” Obasih 
said, “we're all doing what we need to do.” 

As one. As a group. An unheralded position 
group. 

“We lead quietly,” Obasih said. 

Six Strong. 

Obasih. Olive Sagapolu. Conor Sheehy. Alec 
James. Garrett Rand. Billy Hirschfeld. 

Wisconsin will travel with six defensive 
linemen to Michigan State. 


CLIPS 


Three starters, three reserves. 

(James is technically a starter in a three-man 
rotation with Obasih and Sheehy.) 

“Small but strong,” Obasih said of the 
numbers. 

Zander Neuville could move back to the 
D-line, if needed. He knows the plays. That’s 
where he lined up last season. In training camp, 
he was converted into a tight end where depth 
was also an issue. 

The Badgers are redshirting freshman 
Isaiahh Loudermilk, who mimicked Michigan 
State’s Malik McDowell on the scout team this 
week. McDowell is 6-foot-6, 276. Loudermilk is 
6-7, 277. And still growing. 

So is Rand, a 6-2, 274-pound freshman nose 
tackle out of Arizona. But his learning curve is 
different from Loudermilk’s in that he’s getting 
invaluable game reps as Sagapolu’s backup. 

“He (Rand) has come a long way,” said 
Breckterfield. “I’m happy where he’s at. His 
reads are better and he’s always playing hard. 
This is a game where he’s going to get some 
snaps.” 

Rand, a 500-pound bench presser, has been 
adjusting on the fly. 

“It’s fast, it’s real fast,” he said of the college 
game. “The teaching here has helped me adjust 
to the speed and just the intensity and how fast 
it really is. It’s a step up from high school.” 

To date, Obasih has been encouraged by 
what he has seen out of Rand. “He brings a lot 
of energy,” he said. “He’s like us when we were 
sprightly and young freshmen.” 

Obasih, a redshirt junior, is only 21. 

“But I’ve had a lot of snaps,” he countered. 

Obasih has 22 career starts. 

By comparison, Sheehy is the second-most 
experienced D-lineman with 10 starts. 

“We have stuff to clean up, but I like the 
way they’re playing,” Breckterfield said of 
the group as a whole. “They’re playing hard, 
they’re playing tough, they’re playing with 
great technique. 

“Now, there are always little details to fix 
-- always something to get better at. But I like 
their approach and how they prepare. They 
study film, take notes and are engaged in 
conversation. 

“That's what I appreciate about these guys. 
They’re attentive and take to coaching. And the 
way they prepare all week is the best that I’ve 
been around.” 

Six Strong. 

Breckterfield had some kinds words on each 
of his starters. 

“Chikwe is a grinder but he’s cerebral,” he 
said. “He’s got a question for everything, which 
is cool. But I do enjoy sometimes telling him, 
‘Be quiet.’ He’s fun to be around and loves the 
game.” 

Whereas Obasih is from Brookfield Central, 
James is from Brookfield East. 

“Alec has learned how to play the run and 
that has given him more snaps,” Breckterfield 
said. “He’s got juice, he’s quick, he’s got a 
motor. He wants to be good and he has been 
working his butt off.” 

James, a prep linebacker, has been steadily 


49 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


putting on weight. He’s up to 266. 

“He became more confident in what he was 
doing,” said Breckterfield, “at the end of last 
year.” 

James has carried that momentum into this 
season with sacks in each of the first two games. 

Because the Badgers have faced spread 
offenses against Akron and Georgia State, it has 
limited Sagapolu’s playing time. He comes off 
the field in the nickel package. 

“His number has not been called much 
the last two weeks,” Breckterfield said. “But I 
thought he played his butt off (against LSU). He 
held that middle tight and it showed on film.” 

Early in his career, Sheehy got a taste of nose 
tackle. 

“Conor is a throwback,” Breckterfield said 
of the 6-4, 288-pound junior from Milwaukee 
Marquette. “Conor is old-school. He’s tough, he 
grinds and he doesn’t say much.” 

Although he has seen limited action, 
Hirschfeld is getting closer to contributing 
more. “He got 19 to 20 snaps against Akron,” 
Breckterfield noted. “He has earned time.” 


QUARTERBACKS 


Houston’s game plan: 
Smile and wave 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 21, 2016 


Madison — To appreciate how quarterback 
Bart Houston has handled the public accom- 
plishments and disappointments during his 
final season at Wisconsin you need to know 
a bit about the four cute penguins who first 
appeared in the DreamWorks film “Madagas- 
car” in 2005. 

“They’re doing something devious,” the 
redshirt senior explained, referring to a scene 
during which the penguins are trying to escape 
the Central Park Zoo. “They’re trying to dig out 
and then it is: ‘Oh, people are here. Smile and 
wave boys.’ ” 

The penguins are Skipper, Kowalski, Rico 
and Private. 

Houston is the fifth penguin. 

“Smile and play,” he said, chuckling. “Smile 
and wave. I’m really weird with all that kind of 
stuff.” 

Houston’s point is that he, like the penguins, 
has kept smiling through a difficult situation as 
No. 6 UW (9-2, 6-2 Big Ten) has marched closer 
to the West Division title. A Nebraska loss Fri- 
day at Iowa or a UW victory over Minnesota on 
Saturday will send the Badgers to the Big Ten 
title game Dec. 3 in Indianapolis. 

“Tt is the last kick of the can so you've got to 
take advantage of any reps that you can,” Hous- 
ton said. “That is what I have been doing.” 

After redshirting in 2012, Houston spent 
the last three seasons as a backup. His most 


extensive action before last season came not at 
quarterback but as a rugby-style punter in 2014. 

He beat out redshirt freshman Alex Horni- 
brook for the starting quarterback job in August 
but saw Hornibrook take over as the starter for 
the Big Ten opener. 

Houston did not play in the next three 
games and finally returned in a reserve role 
Oct. 22 at Iowa. 

UW coach Paul Chryst has used both play- 
ers in each of the last five games. 

“With any season and for any player there 
are ups and downs,” Houston said. “And mine 
have just been in the public eye being on the 
field, off the field and back on. I’ve been han- 
dling it well and it goes to show what kind of 
inner circle that I have.” 

Houston acknowledged that his father, Guy, 
struggled to adjust to the quarterback change. 

“He got caught up in the outside noise,” 
Houston said. “He was just reading all the blogs 
and he was freaking out a bit. ... It is good one 
day and bad the other. He got caught up in it. I 
just told him to stay away from all of it.” 

Houston focused on practice and staying 
ready in case he was needed. 

Chryst decided before the lowa game he 
wanted to use Houston’s talents and ease the 
workload for Hornibrook. 

“T think they have to focus on being the best 
that they can be and putting their energy into 
different areas that they can control,” Chryst 
explained. “They don’t have to carry the whole 
load and they know they’re going to be contrib- 
utors.” 

In the five games he has played as the No. 

2 quarterback, Houston's play has been more 
efficient. 

He completed 61.9% of his passes (44 of 71) 
as the starter. He had two touchdowns and 
two interceptions and averaged 7.4 yards per 
attempt. 

He has completed 70.0% of his passes (16 of 
26) as the backup. He has three touchdowns, 
one interception and is averaging 11.4 yards per 
attempt. 

“T never know when I’m going in, which 
I love,” he said. “It keeps me focused on the 
game. I’m not hoping, not waiting.” 

Hornibrook and Houston were outstanding 
last week at Purdue, combining to complete 12 
of 15 passes for 191 yards and two touchdowns. 
Hornibrook completed 7 of 9 attempts for 89 
yards and a score; Houston was 5 of 6 for 102 
yards and a score. 

In the last five games, the quarterbacks have 
completed 61.4% of their passes for an average 
of 159.2 yards per game, with six touchdowns 
and two interceptions. 

“He has been a great teammate,” Chryst 
said of Houston. “And I think that he has taken 
the approach, which is easier said than done, 
about being all he can be for this group.” 

Houston can’t believe his final home game is 
set for 2:30 p.m. Saturday. 

His plan: Smile and wave. 

“It is really cool seeing the seniors run on 
the field for the last time,” he said. “Now it is 
here for me. 
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“Tn the past, I was trying to do everything 
I could on the sideline. Now I may get a series 
here or there or maybe five in a row. Who 
knows? It is whatever I can do on such a special 
day.” 


Wisconsin may tinker 
with parts of two 
quarterback system 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Oct. 30, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Bart Houston can admit 
now that when coaches informed him last 
month he was being replaced as Wisconsin’s 
starting quarterback, he thought his days on the 
field were done for good. 

Redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook had 
taken the reins from Houston, a fifth-year 
senior, midway through the third game of the 
season against Georgia State. Each quarterback 
soon learned Hornibrook would be the starter 
the following week against Michigan State. And 
even though Badgers coach Paul Chryst contin- 
ued to express the importance of having both 
quarterbacks ready, Houston remained dubious 
at the prospect of him actually playing. 

“T didn’t really think so,” Houston said this 
week. “But also I didn’t know what they meant 
when that happened. Now I kind of know what 
it means. They’re just going to throw me into 
the fire whenever they feel like they want me to 
do it. So I’m pretty cool with that.” 

After being sidelined for 3 1/2 games, Hous- 
ton entered in a scoreless contest against lowa 
last Saturday early in the second quarter. He 
promptly led an eight-play, 58-yard touchdown 
drive to give Wisconsin a 7-0 lead. Houston 
capped the series with a 17-yard touchdown 
pass to tight end Troy Fumagalli, in which 
the quarterback faked out Iowa’s defense by 
looking to his left before shifting to the middle 
of the field. Houston led one more eight-play 
drive in the second half that resulted in a punt. 
He finished 4-of-6 for 59 yards and threw the 
only Badgers touchdown pass. 

There is no genuine quarterback contro- 
versy, as Hornibrook remains the starter. But 
Chryst and his staff will have to decide how 
best to utilize Houston, if at all, during the 
team’s five remaining regular-season games. 
That begins when No. 11 Wisconsin (5-2, 2-2 Big 
Ten) plays host to No. 7 Nebraska (7-0, 4-0) at 7 
p.m. ET Saturday at Camp Randall Stadium. 

Chryst didn’t divulge much regarding 
how he plans to implement Houston in the 
future. He said he had rarely used any type of 
two-quarterback system during his time as a 
college coach and cited one particular instance 
at Oregon State more than a decade ago. But he 
remained steadfast in the value of having each 
quarterback impact the game. 

“Even this last week, I thought both really 
contributed positives and both did some things 
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where we can clean it up,” Chryst said. “A part 
of me is like, ‘You know what? Don’t put it all 
on one guy. Let them share it.’ I think it might 
be good for this team.” 

Two years ago, under then-head coach Gary 
Andersen, Wisconsin used Joel Stave and Tan- 
ner McEvoy during various portions of games. 
However, they possessed completely different 
skill sets, with Stave serving as the primary 
drop-back passer and McEvoy as a runner a 
few times per game. 

Hornibrook and Houston are more similar 
in their ability as pro-style quarterbacks, the 
biggest difference being that Hornibrook is 
left-handed while Houston is a righty. Houston 
likened himself to a relief pitcher in baseball 
and indicated that coaches installed a specific 
package for him against Iowa, which included 
the touchdown pass to Fumagalli. 

“He wouldn’t run that play,” Houston said 
of Hornibrook. “I would. It was a little package 
for me. It’s a run-pass option. Apparently, I can 
run kind of. It’s awkward, but I can do it.” 

The two quarterbacks were locked ina 
lengthy competition during fall camp, which 
Houston ultimately won. But he struggled to 
help Wisconsin score touchdowns early in the 
season, and Hornibrook’s more consistent deep 
throws helped him take the job after he led a 
fourth-quarter comeback against Georgia State. 

Houston’s numbers overall this season 
have been slightly better, although three of 
Hornibrook’s four starts thus far have come 
against top-10 teams, while Houston started 
against one top-10 team in LSU. Houston has 
completed 62.3 percent of his passes with three 
touchdowns and two interceptions. Hornibrook 
has completed 56.5 percent of his passes with 
five touchdowns and six interceptions. 

Hornibrook, for his part, said he would use 
the occasional series on the sideline, if neces- 
sary, to learn the game better from a different 
angle. He also noted that he and Houston main- 
tained a good working relationship. 

“T think we both help each other a lot,” 
Hornibrook said. “Whether it’s film room or on 
the field, just both of us are doing it together. 
When I see something on the field, I'll talk to 
Bart. If I’m on the field playing and I don’t see 
something, he'll be able to tell me.” 

Any type of two-quarterback system creates 
the possibility for dividing a team. But Badgers 
players insist that won’t be the case moving 
forward -- even if they don’t know exactly 
what that two-QB system might look like on 
Saturdays. 

“This team is full of a bunch of cats who 
aren't selfish,” Houston said. “Very unselfish 
people. Whoever’s in at quarterback, it doesn’t 
matter. Heck, we had eight offensive linemen, 
too, this past game. It didn’t strike anybody, ei- 
ther. Eight guys catching the ball. It didn’t mess 
with anybody, either. It’s whoever on the team 
can help the offense move the ball forward. 
That's really all that matters.” 


A tale of two QBs: 
Wisconsin’s choice 
for its starter is full 
of plot twists 


By Erin Barney 
Land of 10 
Sept. 23, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Bart Houston throws 
with his right hand. Alex Hornibrook, with his 
left. Houston is a fifth-year senior from Dublin, 
Calif. Hornibrook, a redshirt freshman, hails 
from West Chester, Pa. 

Wisconsin's quarterbacks are on opposite 
ends of most spectrums, but one is far more 
crucial than others for Badgers center Michael 
Deiter. 

“Bart is a really good euchre player,” Deiter 
said. “Alex thinks he’s a really good euchre 
player, but he’s actually pretty bad at it.” 

Deiter joins a group of Badgers who play 
cards every Friday night on the road and his 
choice for a partner is obvious, but the same 
can’t be said for his starting quarterback. 
That’s head coach Paul Chryst’s trump to call, 
although so far all he has done is renege. 

Both have seen time through three games 
— Houston with the majority, including three 
starts — but Chryst gave the nod to Hornibrook 
for Wisconsin’s Big Ten opener at Michigan 
State on Saturday. 

The limited sample size makes it hard to 
know how impactful the differences between 
Houston and Hornibrook are. It’s clear the dif- 
ferences are there, though, and they’re stark — 
like the one between winning and losing. 

Hornibrook is young, and it finally showed 
Tuesday. When a group of reporters asked if 
he would be starting Saturday — an announce- 
ment that wasn’t officially made until Thurs- 
day — he said the one thing he was probably 
instructed not to say: 

“That's what I’ve heard, yup.” 

He excused himself briefly from the inter- 
view to consult the athletic communications 
staff on answers to the inevitable follow-ups 
and came back with Chryst’s message from the 
previous day. 

“Coach is getting us both ready to go.” 

Asked to bail his team out against Georgia 
State in front of nearly 80,000 fans, the kid 
didn’t flinch. 

We'll chalk up this slip to youthful exuber- 
ance. 

That’s not to say Houston couldn’t have 
done the same thing. In fact, according to 
Deiter, he is the likelier of the two to be candid 
— especially when it’s least expected. 

“Thad a bad snap against USC (during last 
year’s Holiday Bowl) when Bart came in for Joel 
(Stave) for a few plays, and he made fun of me 
for it,” Deiter said. “I’d do that to someone else, 
so I thought it was hilarious. 

“Most people wouldn't do that midgame, 
but he turned around and grilled me for it, and 


CLIPS 


I forgot about the bad snap.” 

Hornibrook is more calculated on the field. 
He’s intentional and concise with his words in 
the huddle — the play call, followed by a quick, 
“Let’s go, guys” — and equally thoughtful with 
his passing. 

Brandon Williams, former Wisconsin 
All-America wide receiver and NFL alum, said 
Hornibrook never takes a snap without a plan 
in place. 

“Alex is very cerebral,” Williams told Land- 
of10 over the phone. “You can see he under- 
stands the game even at a very young age.” 

Williams compared the two quarterbacks to 
himself and Lee Evans, another of Wisconsin’s 
former wide receivers and Williams’ teammate. 
Williams was outspoken, and Evans processed 
things internally. Williams showed a range of 
moves while Evans stuck to traditional routes. 

In other words, one danced, and one didn’t. 

“Some guys crack jokes and dance on the 
field, which is how I was,” Williams said. 
“Some guys just go out and play and don’t say 
much.” 

Between hosting shows on ESPN Wisconsin 
and appearing on the Big Ten Network, Wil- 
liams makes it to Badgers practices to see the 
quarterbacks’ techniques up close. 

“Bart has that laid-back, Cali gun-slinging 
thing,” he said. “And Alex throws the receiv- 
er open as opposed to waiting for him to get 
there.” 

But the throw shouldn’t affect the catch, 
Williams said. Wisconsin wide receivers coach 
Ted Gilmore won’t allow it to. 

And anyone who dares to find a big differ- 
ence between a ball from a lefty (Hornibrook) 
and a righty (Houston) better keep his struggles 
to himself. 

“That’s nonsense,” Gilmore said with a 
laugh. “Catch the ball. That’s what I’m saying 
to them. 

“T don’t know a quarterback who, if a guy 
don’t make that play, won’t throw it to the next 
guy.” 

The quarterback-receiver connection might 
see the most action it has all season against the 
Spartans. The Badgers, who typically favor their 
run game, listed three of their four game-tested 
running backs as questionable for Saturday — 
Dare Ogunbowale being the only one left off the 
injury report. 

Michigan State also happens to have the 
eighth-ranked run defense in the country. 

Deiter, a sophomore, knows better than 
most what Hornibrook should expect Saturday. 
He started all 13 games last season as a redshirt 
freshman. 

“(Starting early) only helps you grow as a 
player,” Deiter said. 

Call Hornibrook young, but don’t say he’s 
green — especially during Michigan State week. 

This isn’t the first and won't be the last big 
game he will play in. 

“It’s all about the experience,” Deiter added. 
“You get thrown into the fire, which is kind 
of scary, but really cool. It forces you to grow 
up fast and forces you to see things you didn’t 
think you could see yet.” 
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‘Sponge’ Hornibrook 
goes about business 
in a humble way 


By Jim Polzin 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Sept. 29, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — She was 700-plus miles 
away and, for most of the week anyway, shut 
off from contact with the sibling who had de- 
cided the best way to eliminate distractions was 
to put his cell phone on airplane mode. 

No calls, no texts. Not even a congratulatory 
group FaceTime chat with his parents, brother 
and sister after letting his family know, with 
zero fanfare, that he’d been named the starting 
quarterback of the University of Wisconsin 
football team. “Sorry,” Alex Hornibrook texted 
them before going into shut-down mode as he 
prepared to step onto the biggest stage of his 
life to date, “I’m going to watch film.” 

So Mackenzie Hornibrook watched it all 
play out from afar, the big sister growing more 
proud by the moment. 

There was Alex on Saturday afternoon, 
doing his part to help the Badgers remain un- 
beaten with a 30-6 romp at then-No. 8 Michigan 
State. The left-hander played 67 snaps in all, 
looking nothing like a redshirt freshman mak- 
ing his first career start. 

And there he was on SportsCenter the 
following morning, doing a phone interview to 
recap the Badgers’ second victory over a Top 
10 opponent in a span of 22 days to start the 
season. 

What you could gather from watching 
Hornibrook during his 192-minute debut at 
Spartan Stadium or listening to him during 
his brief appearance on ESPN was he is poised 
beyond his 19 years. 

Where does that composure come from? 
He'll tell you it helps to have good bloodlines. 

His uncle was a quarterback at Miami (Fla.). 
Google “Gator Flop” and you'll see a play in 
which almost the entire Florida defense takes 
a dive during a game in 1971. The beneficiary 
of that bizarre move — Florida wanted to get 
quarterback John Reaves back on the field so he 
could break Jim Plunkett’s NCAA passing yard- 
age record — was one John Hornibrook, who 
took the snap from center and trotted into the 
end zone untouched for an 8-yard touchdown. 

Hornibrook’s aunt, Megan Davis (nee Mc- 
Gonagle), played soccer and lacrosse at Rutgers 
and later served as the head coach in both 
sports at Marist. Her husband, Ben Davis, was 
the No. 2 overall pick in the 1995 Major League 
Baseball first-year draft. 

Jeff Hornibrook, Alex’s father, was an 
offensive lineman at Temple before a back 
injury ended his career. His wife, Dawn, played 
basketball at Gettysburg College. 

Mackenzie, who is 19 months older than 
Alex, is a senior on the Penn State women’s 
swimming team and, according to Alex, “prob- 
ably works harder than anybody I know.” Their 


youngest sibling, Jake, is the starting right tack- 
le at Malvern Prep, the same Philadelphia-area 
program where Alex was a standout. 

Jeff and Dawn encouraged their children to 
participate in several sports. No pressure, just 
have fun. 

“Our parents have always encouraged us 
to work hard and be humble,” Mackenzie said. 
“Believe in yourself.” 

That explains why Alex, the quiet middle 
sibling, shrugged off the pomp and circum- 
stance last week and went about getting ready 
to do his job. 

“It’s just funny now to see the difference in 
him and how much he’s grown up,” Macken- 
zie said. “I still think of him as my goofy little 
brother.” 

Bye, bye, baseball 

That goofy little brother appeared headed 
for a career in baseball until he quit the sport 
after his freshman year in high school. 

“T was better at baseball when I was young- 
er,” Hornibrook said. “Even when I stopped 
playing I was better at baseball, but I just liked 
playing football a lot more.” 

Hornibrook’s parents were shocked and 
asked him to reconsider. “It was like, did he 
have to give up one to do the other?’ ’” Dawn 
said. “He felt like he had to.” 

Jeff admits he didn’t take the news too well 
— “Couldn’t put that one in print, wouldn’t be 
politically correct,” he said — but Uncle Ben 
may have been more crushed than anybody. 

Davis, who like Alex had been a star at 
Malvern Prep, appeared in 486 games over 
seven seasons in the majors from 1998 to 2004. 
A catcher, Davis’ best season came in 2001, 
when he hit .239 with 11 home runs and 57 
RBIs with the San Diego Padres, the team that 
drafted him. 

The scouting report on Hornibrook as a 
baseball player, according to Davis: very fluid 
first baseman who was solid around the bag, 
solid hitter and a good pitcher. 

“But he just loved football so much and he 
shut baseball down,” Davis said. “I said, ‘Are 
you kidding me?’ The only good thing that 
happened was my son, who’s also left-handed, 
got Alex’s brand-new Rawlings first baseman’s 
mitt. So we made out in the deal.” 

Davis said he wasn’t all that surprised Alex 
walked away from baseball. 

“T was thinking he was going to have a fu- 
ture in baseball, but he chose a different path,” 
he said. “That's all he ever thought about was 
football and wanting to be a quarterback.” 

Even Jeff, who fought the decision at first, 
had to agree his son was right on this one. 

“Great move,” he said, “no question.” 

‘He’s a sponge’ 

Roughly 2% years after deciding to focus on 
football, Hornibrook had another life-altering 
decision to make: Where to play that sport in 
college? 

Hornibrook had committed to Pittsburgh 
over scholarship offers from UConn, Rutgers, 
Akron and Yale, but he wavered on that deci- 
sion after coach Paul Chryst left the Panthers to 
return to UW, his alma mater. 
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Time was running out. It was mid-January, 
and Hornibrook already had delayed his early 
enrollment at Pitt by a couple of weeks. 

“Tt was the 11th hour and his classes were 
picked out and his dorm was assigned and he 
had a student ID,” Dawn said. “Deep down, 
he felt so much trust for coach Chryst and the 
staff and who he was as a person. You're not 
supposed to go for the coach, but ...” 

But the connection between Chryst and 
Hornibrook was that strong. 

“(Chryst) was kind of a laid-back guy,” said 
Hornibrook, who enrolled at UW in January 
2015. “He didn’t hype anything up or he didn’t 
try to sell anything. He just kind of told you 
how it was, and if you liked it, you liked it. And 
I bought it.” 

Aaron Brady, who coached Hornibrook 
at Malvern Prep, believed Hornibrook would 
excel in Chryst’s pro-style offense in time. 

“Super leader,” Brady said. “One of those 
guys you want to hang out with. Great team- 
mate. Always got the best out of anyone around 
him. You can see now, he’s very in control of 
the situation and shows great confidence. But 
it’s not to the point of being arrogant. It’s just 
he’s a very confident person.” 

Malvern ran the Wing T offense when 
Hornibrook was a junior. Then Brady arrived 
from Gonzaga College High School in Washing- 
ton D.C. and installed a spread offense, which 
excited Hornibrook for obvious reasons. 

“That adjustment is tough for anybody,” 
Brady said. “But he handled it well. He’s 
one of those guys you have to kick out of the 
office. He’s a sponge, he just wanted to know 
everything. Anytime you wanted to meet, he 
was ready.” 

During the 2015 season, Brady had five for- 
mer quarterbacks at Division I programs: Kevin 
Hogan at Stanford; Nick Johns at Virginia; 
Connor Ennis at Washington State; Hornibrook; 
and Christopher Schultz at Bryant College, a 
Football Championship Subdivision program. 

Brady said Hornibrook and Hogan, who 
was a fifth-round draft pick of the Kansas City 
Chiefs and is now on the Cleveland Browns’ 
practice squad, have a similar mental makeup. 

“Kevin wasn’t a big rah-rah guy. He was 
quiet, like Alex is,” Brady said. “But on the 
field, they knew when it was time to assert him- 
self and take charge. They knew when it was 
time to go. Guys would follow him. To have 
talent and also have that kind of an ‘it’ factor, 
that’s the difference.” 

Next step 

Dawn cried when she saw her son running 
onto the field last Saturday at Spartan Stadium. 
She became emotional again earlier this week 
while telling the story. 

She couldn’t help think back on all the hard 
work, all the early mornings. 

There was some reluctance on the part of 
Hornibrook’s parents to be interviewed for this 
story. They were nervous about coming off as 
overzealous parents, concerned attention on 
their son would overshadow the efforts of his 
teammates. 

So if you're wondering how Hornibrook has 
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been able to remain humble as the spotlight 
has gotten brighter, start with the people who 
raised him. 

“To handle himself the way he did, it just 
speaks volumes about his character and what 
he’s made of internally,” said Davis, his uncle. 
“Tf there’s one kid who’s going to stay ground- 
ed, it’s Alex.” 

Jeff encouraged his son to follow the same 
plan as last week as the No. 8 Badgers (4-0, 1-0 
Big Ten) prepare for a game at No. 4 Michigan 
(4-0, 1-0) on Saturday: no calls, no texts. 

“It’s just daunting because there’s a lot 
ahead,” Dawn said. “One day at a time.” 


‘Same old’ Hornibrook 
lifts Badgers in new 
role as starter 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Sept. 24, 2016 


EAST LANSING, Mich. -- To fully appre- 
ciate the unique rhythms of Alex Hornibrook, 
you should know he zonked out like an ex- 
hausted toddler Friday night. 

On the eve of his first career start for the 
Wisconsin football team, the redshirt freshman 
quarterback did no tossing or turning, no fid- 
geting or fretting. 

Hornibrook and his roommate, sophomore 
fullback Alex Ingold, watched the latest Jason 
Bourne movie and drifted off. 

“Slept really well,” Hornibrook said. 

You couldn’t tell that the 11th-ranked Bad- 
gers were about to stare down the business end 
of a high-stakes Big Ten Conference rivalry with 
eighth-rated Michigan State at Spartan Stadium. 

You couldn’t tell that Wisconsin was an 
underdog and about to play in a place where it 
last won in 2002. 

You couldn’t tell that Hornibrook was about 
to start the opener of a scheduling gauntlet that 
features three consecutive top-10 opponents. 

You couldn’t tell that UW was depleted by 
injury on defense and special teams and that 
its offensive line was significantly reconfigured 
due in part to health issues. 

“Same old Alex,” Ingold said. “I couldn’t tell 
the difference.” 

This is just how Hornibrook rolls. 

“T think I do a pretty good job of not 
thinking about stuff too much when I’m going 
through it,” he said. 

Nothing changed once Hornibrook stepped 
into the huddle this day and began authoring a 
debut for the ages. 

Led by the unflappable kid from West Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania, the Badgers exorcized a lot of 
demons and sent a message booming across the 
college football landscape with their 30-6 rout 
of Michigan State. 

Hornibrook, a left-hander, completed 16 of 
26 passes for 195 yards and a touchdown, suf- 
ficiently justifying the decision UW coach Paul 


Chryst made earlier this week to slide Horni- 
brook ahead of fifth-year senior Bart Houston 
on the depth chart. 

One of the reasons Chryst made the change 
-- Houston started the first three games -- had to 
do with his desire for more consistent accuracy, 
success and assertiveness in the passing game. 

Sift through Hornibrook’s debut as a starter 
and you'll see he was 9-for-13 for 136 yards on 
third down. Six times he moved the chains. 

Scratch a little deeper and you'll see that 
Hornibrook was 6-for-6 for 100 yards on third- 
down plays covering 10 yards or more. There 
were four conversions. 

“Tt was kind of a big thing this week,” 
Hornibrook said of converting on third down, 
something UW did to the game-changing tune 
of 7-for-16. “I felt really good about the plays 
that we had. I felt really good with what we 
were expecting from a defensive perspective.” 

Hornibrook did all this operating behind 
a revamped line. Sophomore Brett Connors, a 
versatile backup, made his first career start as a 
center. Sophomore Michael Deiter, who started 
the first three games at center, slid over to left 
guard in part because sophomore Micah Kapoi 
and redshirt freshman Jon Dietzen are hobbled. 

Hornibrook loved how his line performed 
against the defending Big Ten champion Spar- 
tans. 

“They were beating them up all game,” he 
said. 

Connors was the talk of the day. 

“It’s the next-man-up mentality and it’s real- 
ly cool to see,” Ingold said, noting that Connors 
is “always the last one out of meetings” and 
“knows every single position” and is “always 
prepared.” 

Outside of a false start penalty assessed to 
Deiter that Connors said was his fault, the day 
went pretty well against a front seven adver- 
tised as one of the most athletic and physical in 
the nation. 

“T definitely had some pregame jitters, but I 
just told myself to be confident,” Connors said. 

The outing for Connors, from New Berlin, 
came 18 days after he quietly went on scholar- 
ship. He went into a team meeting as a walk-on 
and headed out to practice on a full ride. 

“Tt was real laid back,” Connors said of the 
notification. “Coach Chryst just likes to let you 
know and go about your business.” 

The last time the Badgers won here -- a 42-24 
decision Oct. 26, 2002 -- Chryst was coaching 
tight ends under then-coach Barry Alvarez 
and secondary coach Jim Leonhard was in the 
process of leading the nation in interceptions as 
a UW sophomore safety. 

Hornibrook was 5, Ingold 6 and Connors 7 
that day. 

“T was playing on the playground some- 
where,” said Ingold, who grew up Green Bay. 

Wisconsin (4-0 overall, 1-0 in the Big Ten) 
had lost four straight here until the streak end- 
ed on a cool, mostly sunny day. 

Hornibrook doubled the membership of 
an exclusive club at UW. He joined Brooks 
Bollinger as the only quarterbacks to make 
their first starts on the road against a ranked 


CLIPS 


opponent and win. 

Bollinger did it in 1999, knocking off 
12th-rated Ohio State 42-17 in Columbus. That 
version of the Badgers went on to win a sec- 
ond-consecutive Big Ten title and Rose Bowl. 

Coincidentally, Hornibrook and Bollinger 
crossed paths when the latter was the quarter- 
backs coach under Chryst at Pittsburgh in 2012. 
Hornibrook committed to Pitt, but changed 
course when Chryst returned to his alma mater 
in 2014. 

“Thaven’t talked to him since,” Hornibrook 
said of Bollinger. 

They'd have a lot to chat about right now 
because they seem to have a lot in common. 
Bollinger was known for his poise, leadership 
skills and maturity even as a redshirt freshman 
starter. 

“He hasn't surprised anyone with the way 
he’s been playing,” Ingold said of Hornibrook. 
“Everyone expects that out of him. 

“He was ready to go. He definitely put his 
work in in the week so he could come out here 
and play like he did. 

“He’s been around the block. It’s cool to see 
him be the same guy in practice as he is on the 
field.” 

For all his highlights, Hornibrook had some 
plays he’d like back. He fumbled once and 
threw an interception -- both in the first half, 
with the fumble leading to a field goal for the 
Spartans -- and was sacked twice. 

“T feel like I definitely could have done a 
lot of things better. I was happy with the score 
for sure -- a win’s a win; it’s awesome -- but 
personally I feel like I could do a lot better.” 

Asked if he was referring to the turnovers, 
he demurred. 

“Obviously the (fumble) was holding onto 
the ball too long. The other was just kind of 
throwing it up there,” Hornibrook said. 

“Other than those, I was thinking more of 
just executing on some more plays, some in- 
completions that could have been completions. 
That the ball could have gone to somebody 
else.” 

Coupled with their 16-14 victory over 
then-fifth-ranked LSU to open the season, the 
Badgers have knocked off two top-10 teams for 
the first time since 1962. That club won a Big 
Ten title. 

The scheduling buzz saw gets cranked up 
again Saturday when UW plays at Michigan 
(4-0, 1-0). The Wolverines were ranked fourth 
prior to their 49-10 whipping of Penn State on 
Saturday. 

Following a bye week, the Badgers host 
second-ranked Ohio State, which was idle on 
Saturday. 

“You hear a lot of talk about how our sched- 
ule’s really tough and everything, but we just 
prepared and we had confidence in our team 
and our leaders stepped up when they needed 
to,” Ingold said. “It was pretty special.” 

One of those leaders was Hornibrook, who 
withstood the heat of an aggressive Michigan 
State pass rush. 

“T feel like he handles that so well,” Ingold 
said. “He stands in the pocket with ice in his 
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veins and he’s going to hold that ball until he 
can get it out to an open receiver.” 

The win brought an end to an eventful week 
for Hornibrook. During a media session on 
Tuesday, he inadvertently confirmed that he’d 
been named the starter. 

“T honestly thought it was a public deal,” 
he said. 

“T probably could have communicated a 
little better before the interview, but Coach 
laughed at it. It wasn’t that big of a deal.” 

His debut as a starter was a much bigger 
thing. 


Named Badgers’ 
starting quarterback, 
Houston has his day 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Aug. 26, 2016 


There are nine tables, a bunch of chairs, a 
small refrigerator, five dry erase boards, a pull- 
down projector screen, a digital clock and two 
wall hangings in Team Room 3328. 

This is the man cave for Wisconsin’s quar- 
terbacks. 

Wide receivers are welcome. There’s ample 
floor space and seating to accommodate them. 

When you walk in the door, your eyes 
are drawn to the Player Oath: Smart, Tough, 
Dependable. 

Right next to the sign is a quote from Dr. 
Archibald “Moonlight” Graham (Burt Lancast- 
er), who bears his soul to Ray Kinsella (Kevin 
Costner) in the 1989 release of Field of Dreams: 
“Tt was like coming this close to your dreams 
and then watching them brush past you like 
a stranger in a crowd. At the time, you don’t 
think much of it. 

“You know, we just don’t recognize the most 
significant moments of our lives while they’re 
happening. Back then, I thought, ‘Well, there 
will be other days.’ I didn’t realize that was the 
only day.” 

There are two mug shots accompanying the 
quote on the wall. One is of Graham; the other 
is of former UW quarterback Scott Tolzien, now 
with the Indianapolis Colts (whose “moments” 
came in Green Bay after Aaron Rodgers got 
injured). 

In the film, Graham laments, “I never got to 
bat in the major leagues. I would have liked to 
have had that chance. Just once. To stare down 
a big league pitcher. To stare him down... “ 

He later pleads and asks of Costner’s char- 
acter, “That’s my wish, Ray Kinsella. That’s my 
wish. And is there enough magic out there in 
the moonlight to make this dream come true?” 

Bart Houston walked into the room late 
Thursday afternoon and took a seat. 

“T’'ve seen the movie,” he said, looking up 
at the quote. “You've got to take advantage of 
your opportunities because you never know; 
you could have just one day ... like he had. 


“He got called up for one game. The ball 
was never hit to him in the field. And he didn’t 
have an at bat. And that was his opportunity. 

“T actually kind of think of me. You’ve got 
one opportunity, one last kick at the can. This 
might be it. I think it does fit me.” 

eeee 

Earlier in the day, Wisconsin coach Paul 
Chryst called Houston into his office and 
informed the fifth-year senior that he would be 
the starting quarterback in the Sept. 3 opener. 
Dream come true. 

“Bart gives us our best chance against LSU,” 
Chryst said. “He earned the right to be the 
starter.” 

Since last spring, Houston has been locked 
in a competitive battle for the No. 1 job with 
redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook. How did 
Houston react when he got the good news? 

“T kept it inside,” said Houston, a career 
backup who will be making his first start at 
Wisconsin. “I was excited. But then, it was like, 
‘All right, let’s get to it. Let’s go watch some 
LSU film.” 

But first he called his parents, Guy and Inge, 
in San Ramon, California. 

“My mom went ...” said Houston, making a 
shrieking sound. “She went crazy.” 

“My dad just said, ‘Good job. We’re proud 
of you. All you needed was an opportunity and 
a chance. Now do something with it.” 

Moonlight Graham could not have put it 
better. 

Bart Houston was named after Guy Hous- 
ton’s all-time favorite player: Bryan Bartlett 
Starr. 

Bart is short for Bartlett, and now he will be 
starting on Starr’s former turf in Green Bay. 

Another dream come true. Another Field of 
Dreams. Lambeau Field. 

“No way,” Bart Houston protested Thurs- 
day. “I didn’t think that would ever happen.” 

Not ever. Not when he was growing up in 
Dublin, California, where his father was the 
mayor (and later a state assemblyman). Not 
when he was going 38-1 as the starter at De La 
Salle (in Concord). 

Not then, but not now, either? Maybe not, 
maybe he didn’t think that would ever happen 
— not after struggling in the first scrimmage of 
the 2016 training camp. 

“T wasn’t happy, I wasn’t playing the game 
like I usually play the game and, that is, just 
going out there and playing the game,” said 
Houston, who by his own admission was 
“pressing” too hard. 

“T was getting too focused on what hap- 
pened on the last rep and I let it affect me on the 
next rep.” 

Houston needed to clear his head. So that 
same night he rode his scooter to the Wisconsin 
marching band’s Walnut Street practice field on 
the southwest shore of Lake Mendota 

“That’s my quiet zone,” Houston said. “I sit. 
I walk around a bit. I stare at the stars. It was a 
beautiful night.” 

But he was there for a reason — “To think 
about it hard (how he was playing) and wash 
it out.” 
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He was searching for a new persona, he 
said. And he found it. 

“T decompressed a bit,” he remembered. “I 
said, ‘OK, let’s go back to the (Bret) Bielema 
mindset of ‘1-0’ — only we'll make it for the rep 
instead of the day.” 

What should we call it? An epiphany? 

“T guess you could call it a reboot,” Houston 
suggested. 

The following day, he added, “I felt better. 
But I still had more work to do.” 

But his play definitely picked up in practice. 
If he made a bad pass, he was on to the next 
rep. 
1-0. 

“You can’t make the game bigger than what 
it already is,” Houston said. “You can’t think 
about the stuff you can’t control. 

“The ball was coming out crisper and more 
on time. The decision-making was a lot better, 
too. I wasn’t trying to force too many balls.” 

Did Chryst notice the change in Houston? 

“T thought he performed better,” he said. “I 
just thought he was trying to do too much.” 

He told him as much. He also told him 
Thursday what he expected out of him. 

“With every player, you want them to be 
themselves,” Chryst said. “We talk about ‘Being 
you. But be the good you.’ With some of his 
competitiveness, the way he plays, he can’t 
change. 

“The worst thing you could do for anyone is 
try to make them be something they’re not.” 

Houston got the message. 

“T feel that I was picked because of the way 
Ido play,” he said, “and the way that I kind of 
bring energy to the team and the offense. 

“It’s different than anybody who has been 
through here. At least that’s what Coach Chryst 
says. I may be similar to some guys in the past. 
But the way I do things is different. I’m my own 
guy.” 

Nine days from kickoff, Chryst decided the 
timing was right to announce his starter. 

“T thought it would be good for everyone as 
we get ready prepping for LSU,” he said. “It’s 
kind of where we're at with everything. I didn’t 
think we'd do anything that would change the 
situation. 

“What I was happy to see is that both truly 
got better in fall camp. Both focused on improv- 
ing and being the best they could be knowing 
there was a competition, but I didn’t feel they 
were in one as much as they were competing 
with themselves. 

“One didn’t give it to the other. I was glad to 
see that. They both competed. And through that 
competition, we got better (as an offense).” 

Hornibrook didn’t necessarily see it unfold- 
ing this way. 

“T felt throughout camp, I definitely could 
be the starter; I think I performed well enough 
to be,” he said. “At the same time, I understand 
what Coach was saying and where he was 
coming from. 

“Tf it’s best for the team, then it probably is. 
I’m not going to complain. That’s not me. I'll 
just work harder.” 

That doesn’t mean Hornibrook was happy 


54 


WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 2016 


with Chryst’s choice. 

“Tt got me a little angry when I heard about 
it,” he admitted. “But there are no negatives 
that will come from me. I think it’s going to be 
all positive.” 

Chryst was pleased with Hornibrook’s 
reaction. 

“T love that about him,” Chryst said. “It 
shows you his mindset. He was competing and 
seeing himself as (the starter). I know he will 
continue to work. I think he’s got a chance to be 
really good.” 

Houston shared the sentiment. 

“T expected that out of him — out of any 
competitor, and he’s a competitor,” he said of 
Hornibrook’s disappointment. “He’s going to 
be a great quarterback.” 

Chryst has never ruled out the possibility of 
using two quarterbacks in any one season. 

“Right now, we’re not looking at how to 
divide it up,” he said. “We’re naming who’s the 
starter for LSU and not trying to get ahead of 
ourselves.’ 

Chryst has a plan to allocate the practice 
reps between Houston and Hornibrook. 

And it will be different from last season 
when Joel Stave got a majority of them. 

“There are so many lessons learned,” Chryst 
said. “Maybe I didn’t give Bart enough reps 
during the season. But it was a little different. 
Joel was getting back into a new system and 
needed more. 

“T think that’s one area where we can get 
better, maybe giving our twos across the board 
a little more work weekly and quarterback 
would be a part of that. Certainly, Bart will get 
what he needs.” 

Hornibrook, meanwhile, has been down this 
path before in high school. 

“When I was a sophomore, it was almost the 
same exact situation,” said Hornibrook, a native 
of West Chester, Pennsylvania. “They named 
the senior the starter and I played on JV that 
season.” 

It is much different today in that Chryst has 
confidence in Hornibrook playing right now. 

“T love what he does,” Chryst said. “I love 
where he’s going to go.” 

From this standpoint, Hornibrook will take 
a healthy approach to his backup role. 

“Even though I’m not going to be starting in 
that first game,” he said, “I still have to put my- 
self in those situations and prepare like I am the 
starter. I’m in the same state (of mind) as I was 
before. I’m going to do everything I can to play 
and I’m going to be ready when called on.” 

December 17, 2011. 

That was the last time that Houston was 
called on to start a game. He threw for 181 
yards and one touchdown and also ran for two 
scores as De La Salle crushed Westlake, 35-0, in 
the CIF state championship game. 

“T remember the feeling and what it meant 
to me,” said the 23-year-old Houston, now a 
graduate student in kinesiology. “I don’t know 
what starting feels like yet here, but I know 
what playing feels like. 

“You always wish it would happen earlier. 
But it’s college football. I’m just glad it’s finally 


here. And I’m ready. I’m ready for the chal- 
lenge.” 


RUNNING BACKS 


Ground game shifts 
into high gear for 
Wisconsin 


By Dennis Semrau 
Associated Press 
Nov. 14, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — The running game is 
shifting into high gear at No. 6 Wisconsin. 

Coach Paul Chryst said the team’s depth at 
running back, which helped net 363 yards rush- 
ing and four touchdowns in 64 attempts against 
Illinois last week, is the key to providing more 
consistency for the offense. 

“T really mean it when I say we’re going to 
need everyone this season,” Chryst said Mon- 
day. “We've been lucky around here and every- 
one who’s followed (Wisconsin football) knows 
how important it is to have multiple backs.” 

Corey Clement is the workhorse starter, 
while Dare Ogunbowale is a change-of-pace 
and third-down back. Freshman Bradrick Shaw 
could be the lead back of the future, and even 
sophomore Taiwan Deal, who figures to get 
more snaps next season, got a few carries last 
week against Illinois. 

Win their last two regular season games — 
Saturday against Purdue and next week against 
Minnesota — and the Badgers (8-2, 5-2 Big Ten, 
No. 7 CFP) will be heading to the league cham- 
pionship game. Chryst said the Badgers’ depth 
bodes well for the stretch run. 

“T think they all bring a little something 
different which is good,” he said. “There aren’t 
many positions we have on this team where 
we've got depth so any time you have it you're 
very thankful for it.” 

Wisconsin recorded another stellar defen- 
sive effort in its 48-3 victory over Illinois. The 
Badgers are tied for third in the FBS in scoring 
defense (12.7 points per game). 

Ogunbowale said working against the 
Badgers’ dominant defense in practice also has 
aided the improvement of their running game. 

“Those guys have been making us better. 
We hope we’ve been making them better, also,” 
he said. 
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Finishing strong is 
the mission for 
Corey Clement 


By Lee Barfknecht 
Omaha World-Herald 
Oct. 22, 2016 


IOWA CITY — While much of the coun- 
try praised Wisconsin for taking then-No. 4 
Michigan deep into the fourth quarter on the 
road a few weeks ago before losing 14-7, Badger 
running backs heard a far different message 
behind closed doors. 

A net 71 yards rushing that day left position 
coach John Settle unsettled. 

“Coach ‘Set’ said in the meeting room that 
everybody was fighting for his job after that,” 
said starting tailback Corey Clement, who had 
68 of those yards on 17 carries. 

“As a senior, I really took that to heart be- 
cause this is my last go-round. I have something 
to lose. So need to help us put a final state- 
ment on my career. That’s my edge the rest of 
the season.” 

Consider that message received, and Clem- 
ent’s mission full on. 

In the next game, Clement gashed No. 2 
Ohio State’s top-10 defense for 164 yards in 25 
carries, including a 68-yard burst, in Wiscon- 
sin’s 30-23 overtime loss. 

The 5-foot-11, 227-pound back from Glass- 
boro, New Jersey, followed that up Saturday by 
hammering out 134 yards in 35 carries in a 17-9 
victory at Iowa. 

It wasn’t all pretty against the Hawkeyes. 
Clement lost a fumble going into the end zone 
in the second quarter from the 1-yard line, and 
bobbled the ball briefly on a 1-yard touchdown 
run in the third quarter. 

But when Wisconsin needed a long drive 
late in the fourth quarter to kill clock and score 
a clinching field goal, Clement was nails. He 
went left for 6 yards, up the middle for 3, left 
for 34, up the middle for 4 and up the middle 
for 3. 

That set up a field goal for a 17-6 lead with 
1:24 left. Game over. On to Nebraska. 

“We've been looking forward to Nebraska,” 
Clement said. “It’s another undefeated team.” 

Clement takes every snap this season with 
purpose, but derives special pleasure from 
high-ranked matchups like this Saturday’s. 
(Wisconsin beat Iowa on the road and fell 
from 10th to 11th, while Nebraska rose from 
eighth to seventh after struggling at home with 
Purdue.) 

It’s because of what he missed in 2015. 

Last season was when Clement was sup- 
posed to take over for Melvin Gordon — sorry, 
Husker fans, for that memory — rush for 2,000 
yards and be an early entrant into the NFL 
draft. But a sports hernia slowed him from fall 
camp on. He underwent early-season surgery in 
Germany and eventually played in three games, 
gaining 205 yards. 

A sprained ankle has slowed Clement this 
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season. But he has shown more burst and 

jump-cutting ability the past two weeks, and 
those efforts have moved him to 26th on the 
national rushing chart at 102.8 yards a game. 

“Thave to finish strong,” Clement said. “If I 
have to take 50 carries a game, so be it.” 

Clement is working behind an offensive 
line that Wisconsin insiders all said before the 
season was a year away from being its best. 
Adding to the woe up front has been a series of 
injuries. 

At Iowa on Saturday, Wisconsin beat writers 
would watch the offense come on the field, grab 
binoculars and try to see who was playing and 
at which position. It changed that often. 

The combined offensive line injuries at Wis- 
consin, Nebraska and Iowa are well into double 
digits. Some of the Big Ten West race will come 
down to luck, depending on whom you play on 
what day and who is healthy. 

Is it difficult for Clement to get a rhythm go- 
ing when the offensive line changes sometimes 
from series to series? 

“Yes,” he said, matter-of-factly. “But those 
things aren’t really going to play into how a 
running back is going to play. I have to utilize 
my time in practice to get to know who is block- 
ing and how they like to block, and then use my 
style from there.” 

The emergence of Wisconsin’s running 
game the past two weeks has noticeably im- 
pacted the offense. The Badgers gained 450 total 
yards on Ohio State and 423 on Iowa. What's 
left to clean up are some failures to convert in 
the red zone. 

Wisconsin is expanding its offense as the 
season goes on. 

Against Iowa, the Badgers added a package 
of plays for senior quarterback Bart Houston, 
who started three games before giving way 
to freshman Alex Hornibrook. Houston led a 
58-yard touchdown drive utilizing more rollout 
passes and read-option looks than Hornibrook, 
who hangs in the pocket forever. 

Also, two freshman receivers who had 
touched the ball a combined five times before 
Saturday produced gains of 23 and 57 yards. 
Other reserves also saw meaningful playing 
time in both lines and the secondary because of 
injuries. 

“We need everybody in that room, and then 
some,” Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst said. “The 
kids put it all out there.” 

The Badgers have put it all out there all 
season with a schedule that has included LSU, 
Michigan State, Michigan, Ohio State and lowa, 
with Nebraska and Northwestern up next. 

“We're just playing,” Clement said. “We 
don’t care who is next. It’s been smash-mouth 
football with no cakewalks. But we just love to 
play football, and the brotherhood on this team 
is through the roof.” 


Clement focused 
on opportunity for 
a fresh start 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
August 6, 2016 


On first glance, Corey Clement's tweet was 
curious and cryptic. 

“T got Him and He got Me ... Coming soon, 
Real soon.” 

The Wisconsin tailback was asked to explain 
the Twitter message that he posted on Aug. 3. 

“It’s all about having one another's back,” 
said Clement, a senior from Glassboro, New 
Jersey. “Coming off last season everyone could 
tell that was kind of a downfall for me.” 

A sports hernia kept Clement out of eight 
games and limited his effectiveness against 
Alabama, Rutgers and Northwestern. An ankle 
injury knocked him out of the Holiday Bowl in 
the second half. 

That encapsulated his physical challenge. 
But the aforementioned “downfall” embodied 
something else, something less visible; and 
engendered the “backside” or trust reference. 

“Tt was the communication between me and 
Coach,” Clement revealed. “We picked it up 
over the spring and this summer and I think 
we're both back on the same page with one 
another.” 

The coach in question was UW head coach 
Paul Chryst. 

“Throughout the whole fiasco that I was 
involved in,” Clement said of an off-field 
incident that resulted in him not traveling with 
the Badgers for their game at Minnesota, “there 
were some iffy moments. 

“Having lied to him, I had to gain his trust 
back. Me and him have to see eye to eye for this 
team to be as good as we want to be. 

“That's all I’ve wanted to do is to get back 
on the right page with him. I’ve worked to get 
to this point -- to get his trust -- and I’m not 
going to let him down.” 

On Sunday, the Badgers will open their 2016 
training camp with a media availability and the 
annual Family Fun Day at Camp Randall Stadi- 
um. Clement can’t wait to get started -- what he 
sees as a fresh start. 

“T don’t think I left anything behind this 
summer,” he said. “I accomplished everything 
I put on my agenda. I didn’t let up at all and 
fought through some of the pain I was still kind 
of going through. 

“I’m very proud that I PR’ed in most of my 
lifting and squatting and running tests. Me 
and Coach Kolodziej have had this mindset of 
putting it all out there.” 

Ross Kolodziej, a former UW defensive 
lineman, oversees the football weight room. 
Throughout the offseason, Clement tried to 
draw strength from Chryst, Kolodziej and run- 
ning backs coach John Settle. 

A big part of Clement’s focus was on his 
inner strength. 
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“T have been trying to make better decisions 
on and off the field -- just being more account- 
able for my actions,” he said. “Being on the 
same page with one another is always a great 
thing.” 

In turning the page and writing a new chap- 
ter, Clement has utilized different motivations. 
Some have surfaced on his Twitter account @ 
CoreyClement_6. He has 32.3 thousand follow- 
ers. 

Here are some examples. 

Clement's tweet (July 28): “Remember to 
embrace the grind, never look back and say “If 
only I had just ...” 

That sounds pretty self-explanatory given 
his disappointing 2015 season. 

“They’re my inner thoughts that I’ve been 
going through with this whole process,” he 
said. “I’m just thankful I will get a chance to run 
again. I can’t take anything for granted. 

“Thave to lay it out there and whatever 
comes, it comes. I’m motivated by the guys 
around me. Vince (Biegel) is a great guy who 
believes in karma. If you do the right things on 
and off the field, good things will come in your 
favor. That relates to any aspect of what you're 
doing.” 

Outside linebacker Vince Biegel is a defen- 
sive catalyst and vocal leader of the senior class. 
Biegel, like Clement, also had aspirations of 
leaving school early and declaring for the NFL 
draft. 

Clement's tweet (July 26): “Proud of @ 
DGO23_! Speech was excellent! Nice job repre- 
senting both the university and who else? The 
RB’s HaHa?” 

Senior tailback Dare Ogunbowale was 
the keynote speaker at the Big Ten Kickoff 
Luncheon. Ogunbowale, Biegel and cornerback 
Sojourn Shelton represented the Badgers in 
Chicago. 

The year before, Clement attended the 
event -- along with safety Michael Caputo and 
quarterback Joel Stave -- underlining the high 
expectations that everybody had for him as a 
junior. 

Was Clement disappointed that he didn’t 
get a chance to go back? 

“No, not at all,” he said, turning his 
attention to Ogunbowale’s speech. “It was 
phenomenal. Clean and well-spoken. It’s what 
you would expect from Dare. I didn’t expect 
anything less.” 

What stood out for Clement was Ogunbow- 
ale’s call for unity. As a team. As a society. 

Clement's tweet (July 16): “Watching old 
high school film right now sure brings back 
memories ... The good ole GBoro? Really had 
fun.” 

Clement was a dominating running back 
at Glassboro High School. As a senior, he set 
the New Jersey state record by rushing for 479 
yards on just 18 carries against Gloucester City. 

“I just wanted to look back (on his prep 
career) and remind myself to keep having fun 
playing the game and not worry about anything 
else until after the game,” Clement said. “Be in 
the moment.” 

During his final season in South Jersey, he 
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averaged 40.91 yards on his 34 rushing touch- 
downs. 

Clement's tweet (July 13): “The number 
can’t play for you. So all that don’t matter ... 
FOCUS” 

During spring practice, Clement changed his 
jersey number. He went from No. 6 to No. 24. 

“That was just being stupid,” admitted 
Clement, who quickly switched back. “Why 
would I go away from the number I’ve been 
wearing since I was 5 years old?” 

A rhetorical question. 

“T’m not playing against numbers,” he went 
on. “I’m playing against human beings.” 

Clement may have been suggesting that you 
can’t put a number on performance -- perhaps 
his way of rejecting the notion that if he doesn’t 
rush for 1,000 yards, it would be a letdown. 

“T can’t buy into it,” he said. 

LSU tailback Leonard Fournette put up huge 
numbers last season. Fournette led the nation 
in rushing with a 162.8 average per game. By 
comparison, Heisman winner Derrick Henry 
averaged 147.9. 

On July 25, Clement retweeted Fournette: “I 
only want positive people around me.” 

Clement definitely bought into that senti- 
ment. 

“That's the kind of message that you want to 
give,” he said. “We already have enough stress 
in this world and you don’t need any more by 
bringing any negativity around yourself. 

“Even though we're battling each other 
in the first game,” Clement said of the Bad- 
gers’ opener against LSU at Lambeau Field, 

“T retweeted that out of respect because he is 
giving the right message.” 

Clement has watched a lot of film on Four- 
nette. 

“You'd have to be blind not to see the skill 
set that he brings to the table,” Clement said. “I 
actually got a chance to message him his fresh- 
man year and just wished him good luck.” 

In mid-July, a couple of days apart, Clement 
retweeted two NFL players. 

One was former UW teammate Melvin Gor- 
don: “Never let no man break you mentally!!!” 

Gordon, a first-round draft choice, is 
entering his second year with the San Diego 
Chargers. Gordon fell well short of his own 
expectations and what others had for him as a 
rookie. 

Clement also retweeted New York Giants 
wide receiver Odell Beckham, Jr.: “Never take 
anything for granted ... It could all be gone 
tomorrow. Always remember that.” 

That really hit close to home for the 5-11, 
227-pound Clement. 

“T was thinking that I was going to have one 
of the best seasons of my career last year,” he 
said. “And, then, it was taken away from me 
due to injury and off-the-field issues as well.” 

Maybe the most telling Clement tweet was 
posted in early May. 

It may have been a declaration and a warn- 
ing, “Oh please don’t sleep on me.” 

When asked about it, he singled out the Bad- 
gers as a whole and noted that you won't find 
Wisconsin listed among the top teams in college 


football going into the season. 

“Tt’s motivation,” he insisted. 

You won't find Clement listed nationally 
among the top tailbacks, either. 

“Last year, I was in the Top 10,” he pointed 
out. “This year, I’m barely mentioned.” 

He can’t control the preseason player rank- 
ings, not coming off the season that he just had. 

But if people are “sleeping” on him, he has 
four words for them. 

“T haven't left yet,” he said. 


Ogunbowale’s stirring 
speech comes as no 
surprise 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
July 26, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Hang out with Dare 
Ogunbowale for any length of time and you'll 
notice that things seem to come naturally to 
him. 

He’s best known for being the senior tail- 
back for the Wisconsin football team. Five years 
after showing up in Madison as a last-minute 
walk-on and two years removed from being 
a reserve safety, Ogunbowale is one of the 
signature pieces of a club that quietly, earnest- 
ly believes it will be a force when the season 
begins Sept. 3. 

The profile of Ogunbowale has grown so 
during his time with the Badgers that the for- 
mer Milwaukee Marquette High School product 
was chosen to deliver the keynote address Tues- 
day at the Big Ten Football Kickoff Luncheon at 
the McCormick Place. 

His audience included fellow student-ath- 
letes, powerful coaches and administrators, 
national media and fans. His message was 
powerful. His performance was what you’d 
expect from an uncommon guy who seems 
comfortable in any social setting. 

Ogunbowale made his audience laugh — 
noting that he set a personal record by having 
his name pronounced differently during every 
game last season — but mostly he made those 
packed into the immense ballroom think. 

“There are forces throughout our society 
acting to pull us apart — or remind us of how 
different we are from one another,” Ogunbow- 
ale said, his cadence quick, but controlled. “The 
coaches and players in this room, and beyond, 
are blessed with a different perspective, though. 

“Every day we come together and have the 
opportunity to see past the differences on the 
surface and truly understand the ties that bind 
us all together as we pursue a common goal. 

“In our world, the things that make us dif- 
ferent, the unique things that each member of 
our teams bring to the table, aren’t things that 
divide us — they’re the pieces that fit together 
to make us complete. Pieces that make us a 
team. 

“Why not take that mindset beyond the 
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locker room? Beyond the stadium? Continue to 
carry it with you in your everyday life, but now 
encourage others to share the same view.” 

Among those listening to Ogunbowale was 
Big Ten commissioner Jim Delany, arguably the 
most powerful figure in college athletics, and 
Kirk Ferentz, whose 18-year run at lowa makes 
him the longest-tenured coach in the league. 

“He hit it out of the park,” Delany said. 

“He did a fantastic job,” Ferentz said. 

The presentation — its content and its calm 
delivery — is another example of what makes 
Ogunbowale such a unique character. 

“Tf there’s one person in this world to crush 
a speech, it’s him,” childhood acquaintance 
Matt Ross said. 

“T think it would be impossible for him 
not be successful at whatever he does,” friend 
Aaron Moesch said. 

Few have a better read on Ogunbowale 
than his roommates from the 2015-16 school 
year. Ross, who played golf for the Badgers, 
and three members of the UW men’s basketball 
team — Moesch, Matt Ferris and Zak Showalter 
— shared an apartment with Ogunbowale at 
1022 West Johnson St. 

It was no ordinary place. Teammates, fellow 
UW student-athletes and friends from all walks 
of campus were drawn there. Video games, TV 
listings, conversations and laughter were high 
on the activity list. 

“T don’t think our door to the apartment was 
ever locked,” Moesch said. “I hope that we’ve 
never been robbed.” 

Ogunbowale was a prime draw. 

“Dare knew everyone from pretty much 
every level,” Ferris said. “Just a very friendly, 
very easy-going guy. It’s hard not to get along 
with him.” 

How many people across campus does 
Ogunbowale know? 

“T would challenge him to say he would 
know at least couple thousand people by name 
on campus,” Moesch said. 

C’mon. Really? 

“T couldn’t give you a number, but it’s pretty 
high,” Ferris said. “He’s got friends all over the 
place.” 

Thousands? 

“Oh, for sure,” Ferris insisted. “A couple 
thousand.” 

The fact Ogunbowale serves as president 
of the Beyond the Game program surely helps. 
It’s an endeavor overseen by the UW Office 
of Student-Athlete Development whereby all 
student-athletes have access to networking and 
career-building opportunities. 

But it seems Ogunbowale is a natural when 
it comes to making friends regardless of the 
setting. 

“He'll meet someone for the first time and, 
two weeks later, he'll see them and know their 
name,” Moesch said. “He’s interested and he 
wants to get to know everybody. It’s something 
he was raised with and it speaks volumes about 
his character.” 

Ogunbowle is the son of educators who sat 
in the audience Tuesday afternoon and beamed. 
His father, Gregory, is a high school principal 
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who came to the U.S. from Nigeria to pursue 
advanced degrees. His mother, Yolanda, is 

an elementary school teacher. Their son is on 
pace to graduate from UW in December with a 
degree in economics. 

Making friends — being a friend — requires 
effort and a certain attitude. Ogunbowale seems 
blessed in that regard. 

“T’ve never seen him have a bad day,” Ferris 
said. 

“A lot of being a professional is who you 
know and how you make relationships,” 
Moesch said. “That’s something he’s got. It’s 
something you’re either born with or not.” 

Ogunbowale, who led the Badgers in 
rushing in 2015, also seems to have a knack for 
putting people at ease. 

“He doesn’t come across that he’s better 
than you,” Ross said. 

“It’s something cool to watch, him meet- 
ing someone for the first time and making it 
seem like they’ve known each other 10 years,” 
Moesch said. “He could probably call my 
grandma right now and have a conversation 
with her for two hours even though he’s never 
talked to her before.” 

Moesch said a year living with Ogunbowale 
prompted Moesch to become more outgoing 
and to embrace his heightened profile as a UW 
student-athlete. 

“We have a platform we can use to do things 
and there are certain people who like to pro- 
mote themselves and promote things,” Moesch 
said. “Watching him use that platform to spread 
joy and happiness to people just by meeting 
them is really something.” 

Ogunbowale has other gifts. 

“We'll be hanging out at the apartment and 
he'll hear a jingle or hear a song and he'll be 
able to, within about 5 minutes, be able to play 
that song on the piano,” Ross said. 

That skill was on display during a raucous 
performance at the Buckinghams earlier this 
year. Ogunbowale and Ross opened the talent 
show/awards show for UW student-athletes by 
playing dueling pianos and singing. 

“One of the better nights of my college 
career,” Ross said. 

“T have that video on my phone and when 
I get bored I go watch it because it was so awe- 
some,” Moesch said. 

“Tf you could have a microcosm of Dare, just 
watch that performance. He makes everyone in 
the crowd laugh. Everyone’s loving what he’s 
doing. It’s the perfect microcosm of who he is 
and how he is as a person.” 

Showalter said one of the reasons he'll 
cherish the year he lived with Ogunbowale — 
the parties are scattering — has to do with the 
example that he set. Showalter believes that 
being around people with “goals and ethics” 
rubs off on their acquaintances. Showalter mar- 
veled at how much work Ogunbowale put into 
football — film study and conditioning — while 
handling academics and other pursuits. 

“He’s really caring,” Showalter said of his 
friend. “He’s passionate about everything he 
does. He’s not going to do anything half-heart- 
ed. He'll do it the right way.” 


Ferris, Moesch and Showalter will continue 
as roommates in the fall, but Ogunbowale will 
live alone because he'll graduate in December 


and then begin gearing up for a shot at the NFL. 


Ross, meanwhile, is on his own, selling comput- 
er software in Texas. 

What will Ogunbowale be doing 10 years 
from now? His friends are curious. 

“Being successful somewhere somehow,” 
Mosech said. 

“Doing something cool, something import- 
ant,” Ferris said. 

Showalter and Ogunbowale took part in an 
internship at Merrill Lynch this summer. Show- 
alter came to one conclusion. 

“T would love to be working with him in 10 
years,” he said. 

“Tf he’s not in the NFL, he’d be a good guy 
to have on your team in any area of life. That 
would be a pretty good guy to go to work with 
every day and try to solve the world’s issues.” 

To that end, Showalter said Ogunbowale 
put a lot of thought into his speech, one that 
concluded with a nudge to his peers. 

“We are all leaders,” Ogunbowale said. “So 
the next time you hear someone react to what’s 
going on in the world by saying, ‘Somebody 
should do something,’ know that you have 
everything it takes to be that somebody.” 


All the world’s a stage 
— and piano man Dare 
Ogunbowale is shining 
under spotlight 


By Sean Keeler 
LandOf10.com 
August 4, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- John Legend is the port 
of call, most days. Or wherever the muse hap- 
pens to take him, pushing the soul the way an 
ocean breeze does a sail. 

Dare Ogunbowale’s happy place runs 88 
keys wide. And like the man himself, it runs 
hard and fast and might turn on a dime. 

“There'll be times that I'll just go to the 
piano,” Wisconsin's senior tailback said with a 
grin, “and realize that I’ve been trying to learn 
a song for a couple hours. You know, it’s just 
so much fun to me. And I still can’t believe my 
sister and brother quit. I just don’t get it. I have 
so much fun doing it, I don’t know why they 
quit. It’s all right. I usually play for them when 
Igo home.” 

A keyboard rests in one corner of the apart- 
ment, a stack of economics treatises in another. 
The truth about Ogunbowale — pronounced oh- 
goon-buh-WAH-lay - lies in the middle there, 
somewhere, note for note. 

“T think at the University of Wisconsin, 
especially, we’ve got well-rounded young men 
who are talented at what they do on the field,” 
teammate Vince Biegel noted. “But are (also) 
extremely talented and well-educated young 
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men off the field.” 

The narrative would border on the cliché, if 
it weren’t so totally real. A multi-sport standout 
at Milwaukee’s Marquette High, Ogunbowale 
walked on to the Badgers as a defensive back in 
2012, spurning opportunities for more playing 
time at smaller institutions. After building up 
a portfolio of special-teams and nickel package 
work, then-coach Gary Andersen, hurting for 
not-hurting ballcarriers in the early part of the 
2014 season, asked if Ogunbowale would like to 
try his luck at tailback. 

His old roommate, Badgers speedster Mel- 
vin Gordon, tutored him through film sessions 
and walked him through the process. The les- 
sons stuck. And when starter Corey Clement's 
2015 season went to hell in a handbasket be- 
cause of injuries and brain cramps, Dare stuck, 
too. As a redshirt junior, the 5-foot-11 Milwau- 
kee native topped the Badgers in rushing yards 
(819), rushing touchdowns (seven) and yards 
from scrimmage (1,118). 

An economics major, Ogunbowale gets it, 
however you choose to define the latter. He’s 
the co-president of the athletic department's 
“Beyond the Game” program, designed to 
elucidate student-athletes on a future outside of 
sports. He spent the past few months interning 
with Merrill Lynch along with Biegel, the Bad- 
gers’ high-motor outside linebacker. 

“It’s been very beneficial. It’s something I 
want to do,” Ogunbowale explained. “So I’ve 
been making sure I’m learning a lot throughout 
the whole thing. It’s been fun. Me and Vince 
get to do some golfing, meet some important 
people around Wisconsin. And it’s been good 
for us. 

“Vince is a communications major. As far as 
my major, it’s definitely something that’s on the 
track for me, to be able to do stuff like that. I’m 
not sure Vince (has looked) to go into that. But 
it’s a good learning experience and something 
that’s good to have on the resume.” 

The football side of the resume is on the 
uptick, too. NFLDraftScout.com lists Ogun- 
bowale as the 13th-best running back prospect 
in the Class of 2017, with the sort of hands and 
run-and-catch combo that translates well to the 
West Coast offensive schemes still prevalent in 
most NFL playbooks. 

And yet, as strong as Ogunbowale came off 
as a runner last fall, he looked even stronger on 
July 26, raising the roof — and the discourse — 
at the Big Ten Kickoff Luncheon with a keynote 
address in Chicago that touched on race, broth- 
erhood, and civic responsibility. 

“Well, I mean, I didn’t always have football 
to identify with,” Ogunbowale said. “It just 
happened to be so recently that I started to 
make a big impact on the field. So I’ve been 
president of (Beyond the Game) for a couple 
years now and I'd like to be viewed as a guy 
(who) makes sure I stay on top of my grades.” 

Hockey assists to Mom and Dad there. Fa- 
ther Gregory, a high school principal, grew up 
Nigeria. Mother Yolanda played softball at De- 
Paul and teaches at a local elementary school. 

“So the grades part of it, at least the aca- 
demics, that comes from there,” Ogunbowale 
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explained. “They’re not going to let me slip up 
in that. But I guess they exposed us to a lot of 
things where (they) were going to give us the 
chance to stick with whatever we liked and 
drop whatever we didn’t. And I stuck with 
more things.” 

Which more or less brings us back to the 
piano thing. A neighbor offered the family 
lessons, and Ogunbowale took it up at the age 
of seven, along with his older brother, then 13, 
and his younger sister, then 4. That younger 
sister, Arike, the one who bailed, now plays 
basketball at Notre Dame. 

“So we all started playing at the same time,” 
the Badgers’ tailback said, “but for some reason 
I’m the only one that stuck with it.” 

Which he did through the start of high 
school, before football and basketball and track 
ate up more of what was left of the datebook. 
He'll still play at City of Praise church in Mil- 
waukee. Or on the road, if the Badgers roll up 
to a hotel with a baby grand next to the lobby. 

In fact, Ogunbowale and former quarterback 
Joel Stave, another budding pianist, used to 
take turns entertaining the throng. 

“(If) we got to the hotel, they’d see a piano, 
they’d (yell), ‘Joel, get over here and play.’ And 
Corey would always come and try to sing and 
mess it all up. But before that, it (was) always a 
good time. 

“We would alternate. Joel, he would play a 
little Billy Joel or something, and stuff like that, 
and I would basically play more contemporary 
songs.” 

All the world’s a stage. And Ogunbow- 
ale killed it this past spring at Wisconsin’s 
annual Buckinghams program — a showcase 
of student-athletes’ off-field achievements — 
by performing a dueling piano set with men’s 
golfer Matt Ross. 

“Now football has become No. 1, just 
because of how important it’s been and much 
time it takes and the future I could have with 
it,” Ogunbowale said. 

“But like you said, there are a lot of things 
that I’m interested in. And a lot of things that I 
like to do that I’m not going to forget about.” 

One more ride, one more chance to prove 
that he can carry a tune. And, if necessary, an 
offense on his back. 


Bradrick Shaw's 
emergence could cause 
opponents trouble 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Nov. 17, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Bradrick Shaw’s natural 
gifts as a powerful, athletic strider have made 
him an unexpected contributor this season in 
Wisconsin’s offensive backfield. But in order 
to reach this point, Shaw admits he needed to 
hone his football IQ. Or, more specifically, he 
needed to pass teammate Dare Ogunbowale’s 


unofficial offseason football quizzes. 

Allow Shaw to explain. 

“Dare would come over to my place,” he 
said. “We'd just be doing something, hanging 
out and talking. He’d randomly ask me what 
I’ve got to do on this play or that play and I 
would have to answer. You don’t want to let 
him down because sometimes if I get it wrong, 
he'll ask me that same question that next week, 
so I don’t want to mess up.” 

Those study sessions, in part, helped pave 
the way for Shaw to become the player he is 
today. He has gone from what Ogunbowale 
termed as “one-dimensional” to someone who 
better understands the team’s offensive con- 
cepts: where to block, how to read defenses and 
when to hit the hole. 

His emergence could spell trouble for 
opponents as Wisconsin nears a Big Ten West 
championship and a possible College Football 
Playoff berth. No. 7 Wisconsin (8-2, 5-2 Big Ten) 
plays at Purdue (3-7, 1-6) at noon ET Saturday, 
and Shaw is likely to see a significant number of 
snaps in a suddenly-loaded running back group 
that includes seniors Ogunbowale and Corey 
Clement. 

“T really mean it when I say we’re going to 
need everyone as we finish this season, and 
Bradrick certainly is a big part of that,” Wiscon- 
sin coach Paul Chryst said. “I just love the way 
he approaches each day. I think he’s gaining 
confidence with the experiences that he’s had. 
I'd like to say we're going to need him, and I 
believe that. How many carries? I don’t know.” 

Last week, Shaw earned 19 carries and 
ran for 80 yards -- both season highs -- with a 
touchdown during Wisconsin’s 48-3 decimation 
of Illinois. Sixteen of those carries came in the 
second half with the game in hand, but they 
served to validate why coaches think so highly 
of the redshirt freshman. In total, Wisconsin 
rushed for 363 yards -- the most during the 
Chryst era -- and four touchdowns. 

Through Wisconsin’s first eight games, 
Shaw carried a total of 28 times for 173 yards 
with two touchdowns. In the last two contests 
against Northwestern and Illinois, Shaw has 
carried 30 times for 134 yards with a touch- 
down. That progression has allowed Chryst to 
rotate his tailbacks more and keep players fresh. 
Ogunbowale, for example, has garnered only 10 
carries the past two games. 

Ogunbowale said he knew Shaw possessed 
the traits necessary to be a special player while 
watching him a year ago during Shaw’s redshirt 
season. The biggest question was when would 
Shaw grasp Wisconsin’s playbook -- which is 
part of why Ogunbowale took it upon himself 
to help his teammate during the offseason, 
in addition to group film study with running 
backs coach John Settle. 

“He's definitely been growing as a player,” 
Ogunbowale said. “He’s been put into different 
situations now for him to do different things 
rather than just run the ball. That was probably 
the biggest limitation for him early is kind of 
being one-dimensional. But now he’s starting 
to grow as a player and is doing a lot of things 
well.” 
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Shaw’s smooth, striding running style 
serves as a perfect complement to Clement and 
Ogunbowale. Clement is more of a batter- 
ing ram, while Ogunbowale’s shiftiness and 
pass-catching ability present defenses with 
different problems. 

Shaw, a 6-foot-1, 205-pounder from Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, sustained a knee injury 
against Georgia State in Week 3, just as it 
appeared he was about to become a key compo- 
nent to the offense. He missed Wisconsin’s first 
two Big Ten games against Michigan State and 
Michigan. 

When Shaw returned, he carried only four 
times over a three-game span against Ohio 
State, lowa and Nebraska. But he busted open 
a huge 21-yard touchdown run early against 
Nebraska to give the Badgers a 7-0 lead, which 
allowed him to have a bigger role the following 
week against Northwestern. 

“T’'ve seen nothing but patience, toughness 
and the will to do whatever he can to put points 
on the board or get us another first down,” 
Clement said. “He gallops. When Brad breaks 
into the open field, he has great speed, great 
patience and his vision is awesome. I call him 
the quiet storm. Brad brings a lot to the table. 
Once he gets that ball, there’s no telling what he 
can do.” 

Shaw said he was prepared for a larger 
workload if the opportunity presented itself 
over the next few games and had gained con- 
fidence as coaches entrusted him with more of 
the offense. If nothing else, he has positioned 
himself to be a star in the backfield next season 
with a group likely featuring Taiwan Deal and 
Pittsburgh transfer Chris James. 

He can credit an increased football knowl- 
edge as an important reason for that ascension. 

“With Bradrick contributing to the running 
back group, it’s only making us better,” Clem- 
ent said. “It’s making us compete more and 
really letting us know that we have another guy 
who’s going to carry the torch when me and 
Dare leave. ... He’s really going to be a great 
contributor. Brad is actually going to be able to 
teach somebody else rather than being taught.” 


Three’s not a crowd 
as Shaw grabs role in 
UW backfield 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 15, 2016 


Madison — Wisconsin's tailback duo has 
officially morphed into a trio. 

Welcome to the club, Bradrick Shaw. 

“Everybody has a role on the team,” the red- 
shirt freshman said after UW's 48-3 victory over 
Illinois. “And before the season I didn’t really 
know what my role would be.” 

He does now. 

Shaw rushed 19 times for 80 yards against 
the Illini, both season-high marks. 
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His gradual improvement has led to a 
combined 30 carries for 134 yards and a touch- 
down in the last two games, and has helped 
ease the workload for both Corey Clement and 
Dare Ogunbowale. All three should get work 
Saturday when UW (8-2, 5-2 Big Ten) faces host 
Purdue (3-7, 1-6), which is 13th in the league 
against the run at 248.8 yards per game. 

“As an offensive line we have complete 
confidence in all three of those guys,” center 
Michael Deiter said. “They have all proven 
themselves to us and they are all making 
us look good at times. We just have to keep 
running with those guys and building that 
confidence with them.” 

Clement rushed 25 times for 123 yards and 
three touchdowns against the Illini. Ogunbow- 
ale, battling a tender knee, added 103 yards on 
just seven carries. Shaw’s contributions gave the 
trio a combined 306 yards and four touchdowns 
on 51 carries, an average of 6.0 yards per carry. 

Clement is averaging 27.2 carries and 121.8 
yards over the last five games. 

Ogunbowale, whose elusive style com- 
plements Clement's ability to hammer away 
between the tackles, has broken the 100-yard 
mark in two of the last three games. 

Shaw, who runs with power inside and is a 
long-strider who can run away from defenders 
if he gets into the open field, has more carries in 
the last two games than he had in the first eight 
combined. He has pushed his season totals 
to 307 yards, 5.3 yards per carry, and three 
touchdowns. 

“He is a very athletic guy, but now he is 
becoming a runner,” Ogunbowale said. “Coach 
has given him the confidence to put him in 
passing situations now. And that was the big- 
gest thing with him — the confidence. 

“Tt was real tough for him to get up to speed 
with the offense, but now he is doing it and 
people are seeing how special of a running back 
he can be. 

“He is a very legitimate guy with the ball in 
his hands regardless of the situation. We'll be 
seeing a lot more of him.” 

Shaw, 6-foot-1 and 211 pounds, needed to 
redshirt in 2015 to feel more comfortable with 
the offense. 

His progress this season was stunted be- 
cause he missed UW’s first two Big Ten games 
after suffering a knee injury against Georgia 
State. Shaw rushed 15 times for 62 yards and a 
touchdown in that game and appeared on the 
cusp of contributing more regularly. 

“He is becoming more ... relaxed in a good 
way to where he is not feeling so jittery every 
time he gets the ball,” Clement said. “He is 
more confident with his run tracks and know- 
ing what to do.” 

Running backs coach John Settle, who has 
balanced the workload of three backs before 
at UW, said before the Illinois game Shaw was 
ready for an expanded role. 

“Every time he touches the ball something 
good happens,” Settle said. 

Shaw carried just three times for 8 yards in 
the first half against Illinois but added 72 yards 
and a touchdown on 16 carries in the second 


half. 

“It’s been a while since I got that many 
carries,” he said. “My legs are a little tired so I 
have to rest up for next week. ... 

“My mind-set is to not let any one person 
bring me down and try to break as many tack- 
les as I can and get positive yards.” 

UW safety D’Cota Dixon, who has faced 
Shaw in practice since camp in August, is not 
surprised to see his emergence. 

“Yeah, yeah, yeah,” he said, grinning. “Brad 
is a horse, man. This dude, he runs like that in 
practice. That is what is cool to see. 

“Tam proud of him.” 


Wisconsin fullbacks 
making huge impact 
despite minimal 
attention 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Dec. 19, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- To watch Austin Ra- 
mesh and Alec Ingold shred defenses across 
high school football fields in Wisconsin was 
to witness athleticism, brute force and sheer 
dominance rarely seen in the state. By the time 
they finished their respective prep careers, the 
pair had rushed for an astounding 10,147 yards 
and 121 touchdowns combined. Even video 
gamers would have a hard time replicating 
such success. 

That both Ramesh and Ingold are college 
teammates playing the same position at the 
University of Wisconsin isn’t a surprise. The 
real intrigue lies in the fact that position isn’t 
running back. Instead, they are fortunate to 
earn two carries per game as the primary 
fullbacks in the Badgers’ punishing, downhill, 
pro-style offense. 

Taking on a role that primarily features 
blocking for someone else to gain all those 
yards and touchdowns requires selflessness and 
a team-first attitude that suits both players. It 
also has made a tremendous difference in the 
Badgers’ rise to a New Year's Six bowl. 

“It’s definitely a humbling experience to 
play the position,” Ramesh said. “We’re not 
recognized that much on TV, but we get a lot of 
praise around the locker room.” 

Ramesh and Ingold have become two of the 
most important pieces to Wisconsin’s success, 
even if their contributions aren’t particularly 
well known to Big Ten fans. The fullbacks will 
once again be a significant part of the game 
plan when No. 8 Wisconsin (10-3) plays No. 

15 Western Michigan (13-0) in the Goodyear 
Cotton Bowl Classic on Jan. 2. 

Ramesh finished his high school career 
in 2013 with 5,939 rushing yards, the third 
most in state history, while Ingold was named 
Wisconsin’s Gatorade Player of the Year in 2014. 
But Wisconsin recruits some of the top running 
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backs in the country each year, and both players 
initially projected out as linebackers for the 
Badgers. 

Their toughness and knack for understand- 
ing the game prompted Wisconsin coaches to 
use them at fullback, and they have thrived 
with the responsibility. Each of the Badgers’ 
previous two starting fullbacks, Bradie Ewing 
and Derek Watt, were NFL draft picks. And the 
value placed on playing the position at Wiscon- 
sin is not lost on Ramesh and Ingold. 

“T feel like in a lot of places, the fullback is 
kind of a spot where a kid doesn’t want to go 
to, doesn’t want to play it,” Ingold said. “And 
here you have such a rich history of so many 
guys going to the next level playing fullback 
that coaches might take a scout-team guy who’s 
really showing some promise and say, ‘Hey, 
we can use you at fullback and you can be a big 
part to our team.’ 

“T think that’s where it kind of gets a little 
more special because coaches see you perform- 
ing and put you there because they respect you 
-- not because it’s like a shameful position to 
play.” 

Fullbacks in the Badgers’ offense generally 
play half the team’s offensive snaps. Ramesh 
and Ingold then split those snaps evenly 
by rotating series. The bulk of playing time 
requires taking on huge linemen or linebackers, 
and there is constant pressure to perform. One 
missed block can ruin a potentially big play 
and call attention to the fullback at inoppor- 
tune moments. But Wisconsin's coaches also 
have wisely utilized both players in various 
short-yardage situations this season, taking 
advantage of how successful they were as high 
school tailbacks. 

Ramesh, a junior, averages only 1.6 carriers 
per game. Ingold, a sophomore, averages 1.4 
carries per contest. And collectively, they av- 
erage 2.7 yards per attempt. Still, the results of 
those touches have made a substantial impact 
on Wisconsin’s offense. Ramesh and Ingold 
have carried the ball a combined 34 times this 
season. Of those plays, 19 carries have resulted 
in either a first down or a touchdown. 

“I’m pretty confident when it’s third-and-1, I 
know who’s getting the ball,” Badgers running 
back Corey Clement said. “So we'll just give 
them a little belly [handoff], make them feel 
good. And that’s what you want. You want 
to make them feel involved and a part of this 
team, too.” 

Ingold, in particular, has been dominant 
in short-yardage situations. He has carried 18 
times this season, and 14 of those rushes have 
come in situations that required him to gain no 
more than 2 yards. During a four-game stretch 
against Northwestern, Illinois, Purdue and 
Minnesota, Ingold carried the ball 10 times. He 
gained first downs on seven carries and scored 
touchdowns on two other carries. Once, he re- 
corded a first down on six consecutive rushing 
attempts over three games -- another reason the 
Badgers lead the FBS in time of possession. 

“T think it’s just the mentality our team 
has when it’s third-and-1,” Ingold said. “Our 
team isn’t about the flashy plays, but it’s about 
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first downs and moving the chains. When it 
gets down to a third-and-1 situation, it’s make 
or break. Between our offensive line and our 
backfield, I feel like we kind of thrive under that 
pressure to get what we need to get.” 

Wisconsin offensive coordinator Joe Ru- 
dolph joked that giving Ramesh and Ingold the 
ball proved playing their position wasn’t an 
entirely thankless job. But he commended both 
players on their ability to flourish in all areas 
-- catching the ball out of the backfield, pass 
protecting, run blocking and ball carrying. 

“They kind of fit in right with the O-line and 
the tight ends at times,” Rudolph said. “You’ve 
got to be consistent, and that’s the grind to get 
there and it’s each play. But I really like what 
those two have done this year, and you've 
got those guys back. I expect that continued 
improvement.” 

The gaudy, video game-like numbers from 
high school are gone. But Ramesh and Ingold 
continue to excel, having accepted a less 
attention-grabbing -- though equally important 
-- role for the Badgers. 

“Those guys come in every day, bang their 
heads against some other linebacker and we're 
the ones barely getting touched because they’re 
doing such a great job of making sure the hits 
stay off of us,” Clement said. “They really are 
the ones that face the most injuries because 
they’re getting the stingers. They’re getting 
rolled up. They’re sacrificing their bodies. Those 
guys are definitely underrated.” 


Need a first down? 
Ingold is your man 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 19, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — It’s the quickest of 
quick hitters when only a yard or two is needed 
to move the chains. It’s also one of the most 
reliable, high-percentage plays in the Wisconsin 
playbook. 

In the offensive huddle, quarterback Alex 
Hornibrook will call the play for the fullback 
and then turn to his roommate, Alec Ingold, 
and say, “All right, Alec, let’s go get it.” 

No more encouragement is needed than 
knowing it’s all on you. Take it from the 6-foot- 
2, 238-pound Ingold, who says, “I like that 
feeling. It’s my turn to contribute and get a first 
down.” 

How does it feel to execute the assignment 
and keep a drive alive? It’s a fair question for 
Ingold, who has gone 5-for-5 over the last two 
games. Five carries, five first downs. 

“It’s a big win for me,” he responded. “It’s 
like scoring a touchdown from last season.” 

As a true freshman, Ingold made the tran- 
sition from backup linebacker to short-yardage 
tailback and rushed for six touchdowns, only 
one fewer than the team leader Dare Ogunbow- 
ale. 

Ingold didn’t get his first carry until late 


September and the fourth game of the 2015 
season against Hawaii. In his college debut, he 
had seven rushes for 60 yards, punctuated by a 
26-yard burst. 

With an injured Corey Clement limited 
to only four games, Ingold developed into a 
valuable asset. To suggest that he was respon- 
sible for grinding out “tough” yardage is an 
understatement. 

He averaged 2.7 yards per carry; much less 
(1.7) minus the Hawaii numbers. 

Ingold was most productive during a three- 
game span in October when he had 8 carries 
for 14 yards against Nebraska; 9 for 19 against 
Purdue; and a career-high 13 carries for 26 
yards against Illinois. 

That stretch was punctuated by at least one 
rushing touchdown in each game, including the 
first and last score in Wisconsin’s 24-7 win over 
the Boilermakers at Camp Randall Stadium. 

Ingold finished the season with 49 rushes 
for 168 yards. With the graduation loss of Derek 
Watt, he was moved to fullback last spring 
to help fortify the position along with Austin 
Ramesh. 

In the Holiday Bowl win over USC, Watt 
had an unprecedented five carries which per- 
haps foreshadowed how UW coach Paul Chryst 
was planning on utilizing Ramesh and Ingold. 

Although Ingold had just one touch in the 
2016 season opener against LSU — a 2-yard 
pass reception — it didn’t matter since the 
Badgers won and he was playing in hallowed 
Lambeau Field. 

It was the ultimate thrill for the Bay Port 
High School product. 

“Tt almost seems like it wasn’t a part of this 
season just because it was so long ago,” said 
Ingold, who has experienced some highs and 
lows since that Sept. 3 game in Green Bay. 

“Tt has been a battle trying to stay in the 
rotation; trying to contribute to the team. Early 
in the season I was contributing and then I fell 
off a little bit in the middle of the season and 
had to refocus.” 

Asked about that mid-season lull, he said, “T 
had a little scare, a little neck issue.” 

During practice before the Oct. 22 lowa 
game, Ingold got a stinger, a relatively common 
injury to the neck and shoulder that can result 
in burning or stinging and some temporary 
numbness. Protocol was followed and every 
precaution was taken by the Wisconsin athletic 
training staff to ensure his safety. 

“Tt was like a stinger for the ages,” said 
Ingold, who has dealt with them in the past, 
just not to the same degree. He didn’t play at 
Iowa. “I had to get through that and just focus 
on the details.” 

Ingold returned to practice the following 
week and got one carry against Nebraska. 
Unlike most of his runs, which usually come on 
third down, this one came on a second-and-8. 
He got 1 yard. 

“It’s my first year playing in a game situa- 
tion at fullback — and it’s difficult, it’s physical, 
it’s tough,” said Ingold, a prep quarterback. 
“But it’s definitely rewarding and I’m learning 
a lot from it.” 
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He has applied some of those lessons the 
last couple of games. 

At Northwestern, he had two rushes for 5 
yards and two first downs. 

In the second quarter, on third-and-2 from 
the NW 49, he picked up 3. 

In the third quarter, on third-and-1 from the 
NW 37, he picked up 2. 

Against Illinois, he had three rushes for 8 
yards and three first downs. 

In the first quarter, on third-and-1 from the 
UW 36, he picked up 3. 

In the second quarter, on third-and-1 from 
the UW 49, he picked up 2. 

In the third quarter, on third-and-1 from the 
Illini 37, he picked up 3. 

“T know what I've got to get,” he said. “Ill 
draw the line in the sand and I'll go get it. 

“You have one or two guys that you have 
to read and you just have to throw it in there,” 
Ingold said of his specialty. “Sometimes, you're 
not going to make the right read, but you still 
have to stick your nose in there and get the first 
down. You have to trust yourself and trust your 
teammates that they’re going to be where they 
need to be.” 

Ingold might buy into what the legendary 
John Wooden once said: “Be quick, but don’t 
hurry.” 

“You definitely have to take your time, but 
it’s fast,” he said of the quick-hitting fullback 
dive plays. “You get a half-second to see a hole 
and read where everyone is going. 

“We practice it a lot and you get your look 
(at the defensive scheme or alignment). And, 
hopefully, in the game situation you're going to 
get the same look, so you know what to do.” 

Ingold nearly broke a long run — substan- 
tially longer potentially than his current 2.8 
yards-per-carry average — by “bouncing” the 
play outside against Illinois. 

“But I got tripped up a little bit, my feet got 
tangled up,” he said. “We're working on that 
this week, keeping my feet, keeping my bal- 
ance, one of these times it will break open.” 

Ingold has expanded his game this season to 
where he’s also a receiving option. He has five 
catches and one score. But leading interference 
and blocking for the tailback is still the No. 1 
priority. 

Along the way, the job description has 
evolved into the fullback picking up a tough 
yard or two when needed. That also goes for 
Ramesh, who has 14 carries for 44 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

“It’s definitely about keeping your feet mov- 
ing, keeping your head up and just muscling 
through it,” Ingold said of moving the pile. “I 
guess it’s just a lot of grit and a lot of will to get 
those two yards. 

“Whether you're pushing through one guy, 
or three guys, it doesn’t matter. The mindset 
that you must have is to go and get it for your 
team.” Ingold, a high school wrestler, could 
care less about his personal rushing statistics. 

“It’s about the wins and it’s about the first 
downs — anything to help the team,” he said. 
“Fullback isn’t about numbers and I didn’t 
come to Wisconsin for recognition.” 
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But he deserves some. So does Ramesh for 
reshaping the position. 


TIGHT ENDS 


For Wisconsin tight 
end Troy Fumagalli, 
amputated finger is 
no big deal 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Nov. 3, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- When Doug Fumagalli 
coached his son’s youth football games, he 
couldn’t help but notice that Troy Fumagalli 
possessed a special talent. Even at a level at 
which athletic development can lag far behind 
desire, Troy was a natural pass-catcher. 

“You could basically throw a football 
anywhere,” Doug said. “He catches it with one 
hand. And he picks up the ball in flight very 
well. On some of those things, you can’t work at 
it. You either have it or not, and he just had it.” 

For years, that skill set has been the first 
thing people see when they watch Wisconsin’s 
Troy Fumagalli on the football field from afar. 
In May, ESPN draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr. even 
listed him as the fourth-best underclassman 
tight end prospect for the 2017 NFL draft. But a 
closer look reveals the truly remarkable breadth 
of his ability, as Fumagalli has excelled despite 
playing with nine fingers. 

Fumagalli was born with amniotic band 
syndrome, caused when fibrous amniotic bands 
wrap around fetal parts and cut off circulation 
to limbs or digits while a baby is in the womb. 
His father said Troy’s left index finger was so 
underdeveloped that it required amputation 
days after he was born. Troy also has scars on 
four other fingers from the same surgery to 
ensure they would receive proper circulation. 

“Tt hasn't bothered me,” Fumagalli said. 

“T don’t care if anyone asks me about it. I 

guess I’ve just been used to it my whole life. It 
happened at birth, so I don’t know any better. If 
you were to ask me if I imagined a finger on my 
left hand, I feel like that’s in the way of things. I 
wouldn’t want it there. It’s kind of weird, if you 
think about it like that.” 

Fumagalli, a 6-foot-6, 247-pound redshirt 
junior, already has caught more passes this 
season than he did a year ago. He leads the 
Badgers with 29 receptions, good for 351 yards 
and a touchdown, and will be a key part of the 
passing game when No. 8 Wisconsin plays at 
Northwestern on Saturday (noon ET, ABC). 

The Badgers, who still harbor College Football 
Playoff aspirations, haven’t won in Evanston 
since 1999. 

Wisconsin running back Dare Ogunbowale 
said the most unbelievable aspect of Fuma- 
galli’s success isn’t simply that he has nine 


fingers. It’s that he doesn’t have one of the most 
critical fingers necessary to corral a football. 

“When you catch a pass, you're using most 
of your thumbs and your index finger,” Ogun- 
bowale said. “So you say nine fingers, oh you 
can do it. But the thing is he’s missing one of his 
index fingers. So it’s amazing. ... He’s a great 
blocker, great pass-catcher. He does everything 
that we need a tight end to do, and he’s doing it 
with nine fingers. It’s impressive how he does 
it.” 

Fumagalli, 22, grew up the youngest of three 
brothers, and football ran in the family. Drew, 
29, played football for five years at Dayton as 
a linebacker. Ross, 27, played linebacker at 
Dayton. Their father was a member of the Holy 
Cross football team. While the older brothers 
were participating in team sports as kids, 

Doug and his wife, Char, wondered whether 
their youngest son’s hand would hinder him 
athletically. 

“At first, I didn’t know,” Doug said. “We’d 
have to wait and see over time. It probably 
bothered me more because I was a little bit 
more self-conscious about it. So after a while 
you get over that, and he turned out to be just a 
very good athlete in general.” 

Doug said concerned parents would occa- 
sionally approach him during games when they 
saw Troy’s hand and inquire about the back- 
story. But Troy grew up with the same circle 
of friends in Naperville, Illinois, and neither he 
nor his family members can recall any instances 
in which his hand was the source of criticism 
or jokes from others. Perhaps that has been 
due, in part, to Troy’s sense of humor about the 
whole thing. Oldest brother Drew said he could 
remember Troy joking with friends about it as 
early as kindergarten or the first grade. 

“Honestly, I just marvel that it’s never been 
an issue, really,” Drew said. “So I guess if 
anything, I marvel at his mental approach to the 
whole thing. It doesn’t even faze him.” 

Ross added that he hadn’t engaged in any 
conversation with Troy about his hand, mostly 
because Troy has never considered it to be a 
disadvantage. Ogunbowale noted that Fuma- 
galli’s hand has been discussed so infrequently 
among the Badgers that Ogunbowale recently 
was talking to a teammate who didn’t know 
Fumagalli was missing a finger -- a teammate, 
Ogunbowale said, who had been on the team 
for three years. 

The only instance in which Fumagalli 
references his hand is when the topic of base- 
ball surfaces in the locker room. Sometimes, 
Fumagalli will show teammates how he used 
to grip the ball as a left-handed pitcher in high 
school. Because he was missing his index finger, 
the baseball came out of his hand with natural 
movement and made him difficult to hit. 

“T couldn’t throw anything straight,” Troy 
said. “It would always move. I think that 
helped me out. They say when you throw a 
curveball, all the pressure comes off the middle 
finger and you kind of play around with that. 
That helped me out a bunch.” 

Fumagalli briefly considered a college 
baseball career. But he underwent growth plate 
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surgery on his left elbow during high school 
and soon turned his attention to football, where 
he thrived as a two-way player. He caught 64 
passes for 1,770 yards and finished with 172 
career tackles. He used to play with a special 
glove with the left index finger slot sewn shut. 
But in recent seasons, he has taken to cut- 

ting the gloves with scissors because he goes 
through a new pair every Saturday. 

Fumagalli turned down full-ride scholarship 
offers at other programs to accept a grayshirt 
offer from Wisconsin, which meant he would 
have to wait at least one or two years to earn 
a scholarship. Even during his redshirt season 
with the team in 2013, however, it was clear that 
he had the potential to be a special player, and 
he has since earned that scholarship. 

“Everyone knew when Troy came in he was 
going to be a really good pass-catcher,” said 
Badgers linebacker T.J. Watt, who arrived as a 
tight end in Fumagalli’s class. “He was really 
good at running routes. It was hard to compete 
against him in that area.” 

Fumagalli played in all 14 games as a red- 
shirt freshman in 2014 and made two starts. He 
has developed as a blocker and become a more 
complete player. Now the Badgers’ go-to tight 
end, he certainly appears to be the next ina 
long line of Wisconsin stars at the position. 

In the meantime, Fumagalli will continue 
to do what he has done since youth football. 
And that is catch passes without ever giving a 
second thought to potential physical barriers. 

“It’s not really a topic that comes up often,” 
Ogunbowale said. “Maybe if he starts dropping 
passes, we might bring it up. But until then, 
nothing’s different.” 


Fumagalli becomes a 
go-to guy for Badgers 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
September 7, 2016 


The night before a game, Wisconsin quar- 
terback Bart Houston will play cards for an 
hour or so to take his mind off football. Outside 
linebacker Vince Biegel is usually his euchre 
partner. 

QBs don’t miss a trick; euchre also happens 
to be the card game of choice of the Badgers’ 
offensive line. 

“T learned it when I got here,” said Houston, 
a Californian. 

During Saturday’s season opener, LSU 
learned the hard way that Houston’s “right 
bower” -- the highest trump card -- on the field 
was tight end Troy Fumagalli, an imposing 
target. 

“When Bart put the ball on me,” he said, 

“it was perfect, it was right there. Timing was 
great.” 

Six of Fumagalli’s career-high seven catches 
went for first downs in the Badgers’ 16-14 win 
over the Tigers. His 100 receiving yards were 
the most by a UW tight end in six years. 
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It was also Fumagalli’s most productive 
outing in the last five games, or since last 
October when he caught five passes -- four from 
Houston who was in relief of injured Joel Stave 
-- ina win at Illinois. 

Houston and Fumagalli definitely appear to 
have “it” on the field. 

“T think we do,” Fumagalli said. 

“And it’s very good,” Houston confirmed. 

But how would they describe “it?” 

“T don’t even know (how to),” Houston 
admitted. “Really nobody knows.” 

Fumagalli has known that “it” didn’t just 
come about. 

“T thought that we’ve kind of had a connec- 
tion for a little bit now,” he said 

Chemistry. That’s “it.” 

“It’s just the timing,” Houston said. “It’s just 
knowing where he’s going to be at all times.” 

Plus, it’s knowing that Fumagalli will gener- 
ally find a way to get open. 

“T’ve kind of had a natural instinct for that,” 
Fumagalli said. 

Practice also makes perfect. 

“We've been working together for awhile 
now on the second and third teams,” Fumagalli 
explained. “Jacob Pedersen, Sam Arneson and 
Austin Traylor got to work with the ones.” 

All are former UW tight ends who were 
ahead of Fumagalli on the depth chart. 

“T was always working with Bart,” Fuma- 
galli said. “Just working on our timing.” 

It doesn’t hurt the chemistry that they’re 
roommates on the Friday night before games. 

“We kind of keep it loose,” said Fumagalli. 
“We just kind of talk.” 

Before taking on LSU, they both talked 
about how anxious they were for the start of the 
season. 

“T was tired of playing my own team,” 
Houston said. “We were joking how prepared 
we were for the game,” Fumagalli chimed in. 

A lot of time was spent reviewing old prac- 
tice film to prepare for LSU’s defense. 

More specifically, it was to prepare for Dave 
Aranda’s defense. 

“We were seeing old faces -- all of the old 
films had (Michael) Caputo on it,” Houston 
said. 

Aranda was Wisconsin's defensive coordi- 
nator before taking the LSU job last January. 

Caputo was a starting safety on those Aran- 
da-coached defenses with the Badgers. 

“We'd been practicing against that defense 
for three years now,” Fumagalli pointed out. 

The film was a refresher to give them a feel 
for Aranda’s schemes and play-calling. 

“Tt was something we were really confident 
in,” Fumagalli said. “We knew what we had to 
do.” 

Last Friday night, they just wanted to go out 
and do it. 

“Tt was just time to go hit somebody else ina 
different jersey,” said Houston. 

“We were excited to get on the big stage,” 
Fumagalli said. “But trying not to get over- 
hyped.” 

You can’t argue with Saturday’s results. 
Especially the Houston/Fumagalli connection. 


“T probably could have trusted him a little 
bit more,” Houston suggested. “I could have 
leaned on him more. He gets open. He works 
his route. He works his technique. He’s a good 
ballplayer. 

“Whatever chemistry is,” he said, still un- 
sure of the definition, “we've got it.” 

eoeee 

Although he was a pitcher in baseball, Fum- 
agalli never aspired to be a quarterback. 

He wasn’t interested in being a running 
back or a wide receiver, either. 

His older brothers, Drew and Ross, were 
linebackers at the University of Dayton. Fuma- 
galli always looked up to them. In a figurative 
sense. Both are 6-footers. 

“They were both built different than me,” 
said the 6-6 Fumagalli. “I got all the height.” 

And he did play some defensive end in high 
school (Waubonsie Valley in Aurora, Illinois), 
but from the earliest age, he always gravitated 
to one position. 

Tight end. 

“Tt has kind of been my natural spot,” he 
said. “In high school, I played it for four years.” 

It was always a fit even though, he said, 

“In youth football, I was a little shorter and 
stockier.” 

Like most young athletes, he had his role 
models. In his case, they were tight ends. 

“Growing up,” Fumagalli said, “I liked look- 
ing at Jeremy Shockey.” 

Shockey was the leading receiver on the 
2001 Miami Hurricanes national championship 
team. He went on to become a first-round draft 
pick of the New York Giants. 

“T just kind of fell in love with the position,” 
Fumagalli said. 

Because of his training, all those years at 
tight end, he has developed instinctive skills. 

“When the ball is in the air,” said Wisconsin 
tight ends coach Mickey Turner, “he has a good 
knack for putting his body in the right position. 
That’s something you can try and drill over and 
over. 

“But some guys have it. And some guys 
don’t.” 

A different application of “it.” 

“Does he need to keep making strides in a 
lot of other areas?” Turner posed rhetorically. 
“Yeah, and he’s going to keep pushing himself 
to do that. 

“A lot of times when you see him make a 
tough catch, that’s just something he takes pride 
in. He’s competitive when the ball is in the air 
and he'll go get it. 

“He has learned a lot since he got to college 
about how coverages work and how to threaten 
someone’s leverage ... one of his best character- 
istics is he’s hungry and he wants to get better.” 

That was the first point that Turner made 
about Fumagalli. 

“He kind of embodies what a lot of good 
players here have done which is always push 
themselves to get better,” said Turner, a former 
tight end and fullback for the Badgers. 

“Where he is now is a change from where 
he was in the spring which was a change from 
where he was last fall. Everything he has 
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brought to the table inherently, he has kept. 

“But he has taken it upon himself to say, 
‘This is where I need to improve.” 

That type of approach or self-scouting has 
been important to his development. 

“As a coach,” Turner said, “I don’t want to 
pat him on the back for the good things he has 
done. I want to show him the other areas where 
he can keep getting better and better. 

“That’s where he will feel challenged. He’s 
not a guy who will say, ‘Hey, look, did you see 
what I did? Did you see the catch?’ He doesn’t 
want a pat on the back, he wants to be coached 
hard.” 

Wisconsin head coach Paul Chryst is fluent 
in tight end. 

Nobody speaks the language better. 

“Immediately after he (Chryst) came back 
(from Pittsburgh), all of the guys reached out 
to me — Pedersen and Arneson,” Fumagalli 
remembered. 

“They said, ‘You’re going to love Coach 
Chryst. He does great things for the tight 
position.’ It’s just the way he thinks. He’s got a 
pro-style mind.” 

Chryst, a former UW tight end, coached the 
position group with the San Diego Chargers. 

“What his goal is,” Fumagalli said, “is find- 
ing that best one-on-one matchup on the field 
and then taking advantage of it.” 

Chryst is also very adept at utilizing mullti- 
ple tight ends -- juggling strengths. 

“He (Chryst) has a good knack for feeling 
if a guy is good at something but struggles 
somewhere else,” Turner said. “Another tight 
end might be the reverse of that. 

“He'll use both and put them in good situ- 
ations. You see that with our tight ends now. 
There is not one that is a clone of the other. 
They’re all a little different and bring something 
different.” 

The lone senior is Eric Steffes, the best block- 
er. Zander Neuville, a redshirt sophomore, is 
being groomed for a comparable role after mak- 
ing the transition from defensive end in training 
camp. Kyle Penniston, a redshirt freshman, also 
got some exposure against LSU. 

Upon further review of Fumagalli’s perfor- 
mance last Saturday, only his seventh start in 26 
career games, Turner said, “He looked like the 
same old Troy catching the ball.” 

He made that comment knowing that 
Fumagalli was playing with a swollen right 
hand. During training camp, he got stepped on, 
resulting in 30 stiches, 15 on either side of his 
hand. 

“He never batted an eye,” Turner reported. 
“He never said it was bothering him.” 

Fumagalli shrugged. 

“Been swollen for a little while now ... two 
weeks,” he said Monday. 

Originally, though, he was concerned. 

“You could see both tendons,” he said, “and 
I was kind of freaked out.” 

But there was no nerve damage. So it wasn’t 
something that he couldn’t overcome. 

“Second nature for me,” said Fumagalli, 
who had his left index finger amputated at 
birth because of a congenital disorder called 
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Amniotic Banding Syndrome. “Helped me out 
playing baseball.” 

Remember, he was a pitcher. 

But he was born to be a catcher, a tight end, 
as far as he was concerned. 

“He knows what he’s doing,” Houston said. 

2435? 

That was the math and what was on the 
table for Fumagalli, the college prospect. 

Two years as a walk-on, three as a scholar- 
ship player. 

“That's what they offered me,” he said. 
“That’s what I agreed on with Coach (Bret) 
Bielema.” 

Fumagalli verbally committed to the Bad- 
gers the second week of September, 2012. 

Former defensive coordinator Chris Ash 
was the principal recruiter. Fumagalli also was 
pursued by some MAC schools like Northern 
Illinois and Toledo. 

“T could have gone to other places,” he said. 
“But this is where I really wanted to be.” 

His mom and dad, Char and Doug, who 
played at Holy Cross, supported his decision to 
walk on. 

“T believed that I could play at this universi- 
ty,” he said, “and they stood by that.” 

Fumagalli was planning on playing for 
tight ends coach Eddie Faulkner, a former UW 
tailback. 

Three months after committing, Bielema 
took the Arkansas job. Ash went with him, 
while Faulkner and offensive coordinator Matt 
Canada joined Dave Doeren at NC State. 

“T got to know Coach Doeren,” Fumagalli 
said of Bielema’s former defensive coordina- 
tor with the Badgers. “And I had developed 
relationships with Coach Faulkner and Coach 
Canada. 

“When he (Bielema) left, I went and visited 
them (at NC State). That was another tough 
situation. But I still felt at home here. I still felt 
this was the place for me.” 

Utah State’s Gary Andersen, who replaced 
Bielema, gave him the same walk-on offer. 

Fumagalli accepted and signed in February 
of 2013. 

A month later, Andersen’s tight ends coach, 
Jay Boulware, left for Oklahoma. 

“He (Boulware) only visited me one time 
at my house and there were a couple of phone 
calls,” said Fumagalli. “I didn’t get to know him 
very much.” 

Jeff Genyk replaced Boulware. 

All things considered, it all worked out for 
Fumagalli, now a redshirt junior. 

“T walked on for a full year,” he said of his 
freshman season on campus. “And he (Anders- 
en) gave me a scholarship the second summer I 
was here.” 

And then Andersen was gone by the end 
of the 2014 season. So was Genyk after Chryst 
took over for Andersen. Turner is Fumagalli’s 
fourth tight ends coach; only the second he has 
played for. 

“T love Coach Turner,” he said. “He’s a 
younger guy who has been in the program and 
he truly understands what it takes. And he’s 


willing to work with you. 

“T meet with him one-on-one almost 30 
minutes every day. I go through different 
things with him on what he thinks. We’ve been 
developing a personal relationship, and that 
goes a long way.” 

Sounds like they have “it.” 

Chemistry is catching. 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Wheelwright, Peavy 
make Wisconsin and 
each other better, one 
trash-can basketball 
game ata time 


By Erin Barney 
LandofTen.com 
September 16, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin’s Rob Wheel- 
wright and Jazz Peavy are close. 

And not just the kind of close that warrants 
an extra embrace or pat on the back with a 
greeting. 

We're talking a multi-step-handshake type 
of close. 

The Badgers’ top wide receivers might be at- 
tached at the hip if they weren’t too busy trying 
to outrun each other. 

“Rob tries to compete in anything he can, 
honestly,” Peavy said. “Even if it’s just trying to 
shoot a water bottle in a garbage can. It’s always 
something like that, some little thing.” 

Neither can help himself. 

“(Peavy) works, he competes, and he hates 
losing,” Wheelwright said. “That’s one thing 
that I tend to find myself being friends with, 
people who hate losing. Doesn’t matter what 
it is, l hate losing sometimes more than I like 
winning.” 

It’s all about bragging rights with these 
two, but hey, the Badgers aren’t complaining. 
Regardless of who loses their little battles, 
Wisconsin ultimately wins the war. Coaches 
and teammates agree the duo’s competitiveness 
raises everyone’s game to another level, theirs 
included. 

Take last Saturday, for example. Wheel- 
wright and Peavy took turns catching rocket 
balls from quarterback Bart Houston until 
Wisconsin topped Akron, 54-10. 

Peavy had a career-high seven receptions 
for 100 yards and two touchdowns. Add that 
to Wheelwright’s 99 yards, plus a few from the 
tight ends and running backs, and the Badgers 
had themselves a ballgame. 

“T see Rob doing big things and it makes 
me want to do things, too,” Peavy said after the 
game. 

It was the first time since 1996 the Badgers 
recorded more than 290 yards both on the 


CLIPS 


ground and through the air, but that’s not what 
the postgame chatter was about. 

“Today (Wheelwright) tells me I had 100 
yards and he was only at 99,” Peavy said. “He 
was a little upset about that, but we always try 
to push each other, be better than the other.” 

And push they do, to a point that would 
break most bonds. But not theirs. Wheelwright 
and Peavy find ways to win, even at something 
as scoreless as friendship. 

“Tf one’s not doing something, the friend- 
ship has got to be such that you can tell him 
that, and (say), ‘Because we’re so close, I hope 
he can respond and not be offended when I tell 
him that,’ ” said Wisconsin wide receivers coach 
Ted Gilmore. 

“A true friend will tell you what you need 
and not what you want to hear. They’ve been 
good for each other (in that way),” he added. 

By Gilmore’s standards, Wheelwright and 
Peavy have been on the same team for three 
years, but teammates for just one. 

Peavy came onto campus with a tight-knit 
group of friends from his hometown, Kenosha, 
Wis. Gilmore said Peavy was closer with them 
than the team, especially after spending his first 
season on the sideline as a redshirt. 

Wheelwright was the first to reach out and 
pull him into a college football team’s most 
important traditions. 

“You never used to see (Peavy) in a dance 
video,” Gilmore said, laughing. “And now he’s 
showing up in the videos and hanging out with 
his teammates.” 

There is no stronger bond than one formed 
dancing in hula hoops. 

Wheelwright and Peavy’s bond has with- 
stood pickup basketball games, cone drill races, 
and all the highs and lows of being roommates 
on the road. 

“He probably complains about me being 
on the phone,” Wheelwright said. “But then he 
wakes up early and then I complain about him 
waking up early and waking me up.” 

Peavy is willing to let it slide. 

“Rob’s one of those guys you love to be 
around,” he said. “He’s always creating energy 
and I feed off his energy and hope he feeds off 
mine.” 

Their competitiveness is infectious. Defen- 
sive end Alec James said when Wheelwright 
makes a play in practice, he’s the first to let the 
defense know. Preventing future celebrations 
is motivation enough to work harder and get 
better. 

Wheelwright and Peavy fuel the type of 
constant progress head coach Paul Chryst 
demands. The man could have the national 
championship trophy in his hands and would 
probably still talk about room for improvement. 

That's fine by Peavy and Wheelwright. The 
bar is high, but the two have probably already 
bet on who can get to it first. 

“At the end of the day, I won’t go with any- 
one, I'll just go with Jazz,” Wheelwright said. “I 
know he’s going to push me as hard as I'll push 
him and it works out well. 

“It'll be the receivers versus everyone. That's 
when we come together and beat everybody.” 
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LSU and Akron know what he’s talking 
about. You're up, Georgia State. 


Wisconsin’s 1-2 
receiver duo confident 
they can erase 
question marks 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
September 11, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Rob Wheelwright and 
Jazz Peavy have heard chatter since their first 
days on campus about the perception of their 
position group. They know Wisconsin’s offense 
has been built on the strength of massive 
offensive linemen, powerful running backs and 
versatile, pass-catching tight ends. 

They also know that when discussion shifts 
to the Badgers’ wide receivers, it usually comes 
with a high level of skepticism. Where are the 
wide receivers? Are there even two who can 
become consistent, reliable downfield threats? 

“Tn the past, I always noticed that,” Peavy 
said. “It was always a question mark on us. We 
always kind of made it a thing to make sure we 
answered those questions.” 

Wheelwright and Peavy hope their perfor- 
mance on Saturday goes a long way toward 
quelling those concerns this year. 

During Wisconsin’s 54-10 victory against 
Akron at Camp Randall Stadium, Peavy and 
Wheelwright each set career highs for receiving 
yards. Peavy caught seven passes for 100 yards 
with two touchdowns, while Wheelwright 
hauled in four passes for 99 yards. Those num- 
bers might not be considered a big deal in some 
pass-happy offensive schemes. But in Wiscon- 
sin’s pro-style, traditionally run-heavy system, 
it’s noteworthy because it indicates the Badgers 
might finally have the type of balance they’ve 
been seeking for years. 

“The question mark is always the wide 
receivers,” Wheelwright said. “And when I’m 
done playing my career here, I want them to no 
longer have that question mark. And when Jazz 
leaves the team next year, I just want them to be 
like the receivers got it. We’re not the question 
mark this year.” 

Wisconsin very nearly finished with two 
100-yard receivers in a game for the first time 
since a 45-38 loss to Oregon in the 2012 Rose 
Bowl -- a span of 56 games over five seasons. 

In that contest, Jared Abbrederis amassed 119 
yards receiving, and Nick Toon tallied 104 
yards. 

It is no coincidence that is also the last 
season in which the Badgers had two truly dy- 
namic, playmaking receivers in the lineup. That 
season, Abbrederis finished with 933 receiving 
yards and Toon tallied 926. Abbrederis shined 
for two more seasons after Toon used up his 
eligibility, but he found minimal help from his 
fellow receivers. When Alex Erickson replaced 


Abbrederis’ production in 2014 and 2015, he 
also didn’t have the benefit of much receiver 
assistance. 

Consider these numbers: Over the past four 
seasons, Wisconsin’s top receiver has averaged 
64.8 catches and 917.0 yards. The team’s No. 

2 wide receiver has averaged 19.5 catches and 
246.3 yards. 

With Wheelwright and Peavy on the field to- 
gether, the Badgers believe they have the talent 
to close that gap. 

“When those guys are on and we have the 
run game going, this offense is capable of some 
pretty special things,” Badgers center Michael 
Deiter said. 

On Saturday, Peavy caught the first two 
touchdown passes of his career. His 13-yarder 
in the second quarter gave Wisconsin a 23-0 
lead. He collected a 34-yard touchdown catch 
over the middle less than three minutes later to 
put the Badgers in front 30-7. 

For Peavy, the moment was especially 
rewarding. Last season as a sophomore, he 
appeared to catch the game-winning 1-yard 
touchdown with 30 seconds remaining against 
Northwestern in the exact same end zone. But 
the call ultimately was overturned in contro- 
versial fashion -- referees ruled he did not com- 
plete the catch despite taking four steps in the 
end zone before being pushed out of bounds 
-- and Wisconsin lost the game. 

“Tt feels real good,” Peavy said Saturday. 
“Finally got that off my chest and know what it 
feels like now. Hopefully I can just stack them 


up.” 

Wheelwright was on his way to a solid 
junior campaign a year ago before he suffered a 
leg injury against Illinois in October and missed 
the rest of the regular season. Now that he is 
fully healthy, he is showcasing the gifts that 
made him a four-star recruit from Ohio. He 
registered the longest play from scrimmage for 
the Badgers against Akron, when he caught a 
screen pass in the left flat and ran 47 yards after 
being sprung by a Peavy block. 

“T thought both played well,” Badgers coach 
Paul Chryst said. “Rob, a couple of those [were] 
just off the little run-pass option. I thought 
Jazz did a nice job of blocking on it and came 
up with some big plays, both of them. And we 
need that. We’re still I think finding our identity 
on offense and certainly it was big when Rob 
and Jazz came through.” 

Badgers quarterback Bart Houston said he 
noticed Akron’s defense attempted to dou- 
ble-team tight end Troy Fumagalli, who caught 
seven passes for 100 yards in the season opener 
against LSU. That left either Peavy or Wheel- 
wright in 1-on-1 situations, and Wisconsin took 
advantage of the mismatch. 

The possibility of two legitimate deep 
threats also opens up the entire offense. Badgers 
running back Corey Clement, who rushed 
for 111 yards and two touchdowns in the first 
half, said Akron couldn’t load the box to stuff 
the run because it had to respect the Badgers’ 
receivers. 

Wheelwright and Peavy will need more 
solid performances this season to validate the 
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Badgers’ passing attack. But they are encour- 
aged about finally providing a 1-2 combination 
that eases years of questions about their unit. 

“T feel like we're here now,” Peavy said. “I 
feel like you can’t question us now. We're doing 
our thing. We're going to keep doing our thing, 
and hopefully we can just keep building on 
everything every week.” 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Wisconsin offensive 
line’s heavy lifting 
instrumental in team’s 
rise up rankings 


By Jason Galloway 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Nov. 19, 2016 


It was only one game. The University of 
Wisconsin offensive line knows as much. 

When the Badgers pushed Illinois around 
for 363 rushing yards last week, the most since 
Paul Chryst became the football coach in 2015, 
the performance was encouraging yet some- 
what expected against an abysmal defense. 

The goal now — starting with today’s game 
at Purdue and possibly through the Big Ten 
Championship Game in two weeks — comes 
from sustaining that level of play after a second 
straight season of mostly uneven outings. 

If UW is to elevate itself from fringe playoff 
candidate to true national title contender over 
the next three weeks, the young and ever-grow- 
ing offensive line will have to be a major reason 
for it. 

“Whenever an offensive line is clicking and 
they’re playing to the best of their ability, you’re 
going to have a successful offense,” UW center 
Michael Deiter said. “That leads to good pass 
protection. That leads to good run blocking. 
Obviously, those are crucial. If we can be on, we 
know that we can get the offense on. We have 
the playmakers around us to make things go. 
We just have to make sure it does.” 

Defense has carried the Badgers (8-2, 5-2 Big 
Ten) to their No. 7 slot in the College Football 
Playoff rankings, but they may need more than 
that to win a Big Ten championship or have any 
chance to advance past the final four. 

Before the 363-yard outing last week, there 
also was the loss at Michigan in which UW 
gained just 71 rushing yards and couldn’t 
protect quarterback Alex Hornibrook. In games 
against Michigan State and Iowa, the Badgers 
averaged less than 3.5 yards per carry and 
relied on other areas of the team to come away 
with a victory. 

UW’s issues offensively aren’t limited to the 
five up front, but offensive coordinator Joe Ru- 
dolph and players agree that consistency at the 
position could open up a new outlook for what 
can be accomplished on that side of the ball. 
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“T think they just need to keep maturing, 
and then with the maturity comes consistency,” 
said Rudolph, who also is the offensive line 
coach. “Can you play your best against the best 
in the toughest of situations? That’s maturity 
and consistency. That comes from just continu- 
ing to grow and get better. It’s areas such as 
fundamentals. It’s areas such as confidence. It’s 
areas such as your strength and your power. I 
think they’re making that climb. They’re fight- 
ing through some things, but they’re fighting 
through them.” 

The group itself consists of quite a hodge- 
podge of players at different points in their 
careers. Junior left tackle Ryan Ramczyk, a 
UW-Stevens Point transfer, hadn’t played a 
Division I snap before this year but is now 
projected as a possible first-round NFL draft 
pick. Redshirt sophomore Michael Deiter 
has emerged as a leader and quality player 
at center, and sophomore right guard Beau 
Benzschawel is continuing to improve after 
taking over as a starter midway through last 
season. 

Then there’s the two redshirt freshmen. Left 
guard Jon Dietzen has only started four games 
after missing time due to an injured right leg 
and hasn’t found enough consistency in his 
game. Right tackle David Edwards wasn’t even 
an offensive lineman until switching from tight 
end before fall camp. He’s also had to experi- 
ence some growing pains after seeing his first 
action against Ohio State on Oct. 15. 

“At times, I am really excited about what 
you see,” Rudolph said. “And at times, when 
you don’t reach those expectations or you don’t 
see them, you get frustrated. But they do, too. 
If they're able to work through those and work 
on the things that they need to do to make those 
improvements, in a year, that’s the growth that 
you need to have to kind of get to where you 
want to get.” 

This line may indeed be better in a year, but 
UW has an opportunity to accomplish a rare 
feat over the next few weeks of making the 
College Football Playoff. 

A recent decision to stick with those same 
five guys could bring hope that the now-en- 
trenched starters can finally build continuity 
with each other and sustain the high level of 
play they showed against Illinois. 

Earlier in the season, Rudolph opted to 
rotate at multiple positions. Sophomores Brett 
Connors and Micah Kapoi saw heavy minutes 
in September and October, while Edwards ro- 
tated with starter Jacob Maxwell, a sophomore, 
before Maxwell suffered an injury and Edwards 
took over. Rudolph said he not only wanted to 
see competition among the group, but that he 
often uses substitutions to calm down young 
players and allow them to see what's happen- 
ing from the sideline. 

For the majority of the past two games, how- 
ever, the Badgers have stuck with the same five 
for every meaningful series. 

“J think that you kind of know what each 
player looks for in a block or how to help them 
out,” Edwards said. “One guard may prefer 
something as opposed to another guard ona 


gap block. So just helping each other out in 
different ways is the biggest difference. 

“T think that’s definitely helped us. I think 
the reps in the game as well as in practice 
together have been huge for us.” 

UW will likely run the ball well again 
against a Purdue team that has allowed more 
than 40 points in each of its past three games. 

The real tests for this offensive line are likely 
to come in the coming weeks, and only time 
will tell whether the group will be prepared to 
elevate the offense against top competition. 

“T think the whole idea is that they’ve got a 
long way to go,” Rudolph said. “It’s not all bad 
when you're talking about two freshmen, two 
sophomores and a first-year junior. They’ve got 
a lot of reps to still get in, and I think there’s 
a lot more in their tank from the standpoint 
of improving and growing. I like the group, 
and I think we’re making steps. The only thing 
you think about is helping them to be as good 
as they possibly can be, and all I know is we 
haven't reached that yet.” 


Ramczyk continues to 
show he’s a potential 
first-round draft pick 


By Jason Galloway 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Nov. 24, 2016 


David Edwards recalls one particular 
young-player team drill session after the 
University of Wisconsin football team’s normal 
practice schedule last season. 

A tight end at the time, Edwards’ respon- 
sibility on a play was to combine with tackle 
Ryan Ramczyk to clear a down lineman out of 
the way. As Edwards sprinted off the line at the 
snap, though, there wasn’t anything he could 
do to help Ramczyk. 

“He just blew his guy off the ball,” Edwards 
said. “I didn’t even touch him. He manhandled 
him himself. He just tossed the guy and I went 
up to the linebacker, and it was just like, ‘OK.’” 

Each Badgers player seemingly had a dif- 
ferent “wow” moment with Ramczyk while he 
was sitting out last year after transferring from 
UW-Stevens Point. 

For left guard Jon Dietzen, it was the very 
first day he lifted weights with the team. Out- 
side linebackers Vince Biegel and Joe Schobert 
had plenty of them throughout the season when 
Ramczyk played on the scout team, leading 
Schobert to say at the NFL combine in February 
that Ramczyk was the best tackle he faced last 
year. 

The redshirt junior’s play in games this 
season at left tackle could be sending Ramczyk 
to next year’s NFL combine as a potential first- 
round pick. 

“Tt didn’t take more than one practice to 
notice that he was going to be a special talent 
here,” center Michael Deiter said. “He just real- 
ly pops off the film at you right away. 
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“He’s super strong. He’s powerful. If you 
mix that with the athleticism that he’s got, you 
see a first-round pick. He’s got that type of 
size, he’s got that type of strength and he’s got 
crazy athleticism. He’s playing with it, and it’s 
showing up.” 

Ramcezyk’s unusual path to UW has been 
well-documented. The Stevens Point native 
turned down a late scholarship offer from 
Pittsburgh — then coached by current Badgers 
coach Paul Chryst — to remain closer to home 
and play football at NCAA Division IIT Winona 
State (Minn). 

After about a week and a half on Winona 
State’s campus, Ramczyk decided to give up 
football completely and began taking welding 
classes at Mid-State Technical College in Wis- 
consin Rapids before joining his old high school 
coach at UW-Stevens Point. 

The completion of his second fantastic year 
at the NCAA Division III level coincided with 
Chryst taking the coaching job with the Bad- 
gers, and Ramczyk made the transfer. 

“T thought there was something there 
(coming out of high school), for sure,” said UW 
offensive coordinator and offensive line coach 
Joe Rudolph, who was at Pitt with Chryst for 
three years. “He obviously needed to take the 
journey he needed to take. 

“T think he took the time he needed to be 
where he’s at right now, and he’s making the 
most of it.” 

Ramcezyk has dominated at left tackle since 
UW’s season-opening win over LSU on Sept. 3. 

He’s coming off a game at Purdue in which 
Pro Football Focus ranked him as the top offen- 
sive tackle in the country for the week. 

Heading into that game, the site had rated 
him as the 13th-best tackle in the country for 
the season. 

It didn’t take more than a handful of games 
for draft experts to take notice, and some began 
placing a first-round projection on the 6-foot-6, 
314-pound Ramczyk. 

“Tt was kind of shocking, to be honest with 
you,” Ramezyk said. “Coming from a Division 
III program and then coming here and play one 
year and get that kind of recognition is pretty 
special. It’s pretty shocking.” 

Ramczyk said he hasn’t decided whether 
hell leave UW a year early to pursue a career 
in the NFL, even if he is expected to be a first- 
round pick. 

Whether he plays one year or two for UW, 
he certainly isn’t regretting the decision to 
renew his football career at UW-Stevens Point 
three years ago. 

“He might have been a really good welder,” 
Deiter said, “but he’s probably a better football 
player.” 
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Wisconsin OL Ryan 
Ramczyk made right 
choice for football 
over welding 


By Jesse Temple 
ESPN.com 
Nov. 11, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- One of the best stories in 
college football is a 6-foot-6, 314-pound offen- 
sive lineman who attended four schools before 
ever seriously considering Division I football. 
He is someone who quit the sport and thought 
he might become a welder or a law enforcement 
member. He is an absolute force who has risen 
from obscurity into one of the superior players 
at his position in the country. 

He is Wisconsin left tackle Ryan Ramczyk. 
And if you do not yet know the name, you soon 
will. Ten weeks ago, Ramczyk (pronounced 
RAM-check), was preparing to play the first 
FBS game of his college career. Now, many NFL 
scouts believe he is a bona fide late first-round 
draft pick this spring -- if he decides to leave 
school a year early. 

It is a path Ramczyk can only describe as 
“crazy.” 

“T don’t know if you can find too many guys 
that have gone to four other schools before they 
end up here,” he said. 

Ramczyk’s play is a big reason the Badgers 
have improved their rushing attack dramatical- 
ly in recent weeks. His skills will be on display 
again when No. 7 Wisconsin (7-2, 4-2 Big Ten) 
plays host to Illinois (3-6, 2-4) on Saturday at 
Camp Randall Stadium (3:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2). 

The winding tale began after Ramczyk was 
named first-team all-state as a senior at Wiscon- 
sin’s Stevens Point Area Senior High School in 
2011. Current Badgers coach Paul Chryst left 
his position as Wisconsin’s offensive coordi- 
nator weeks later to become head coach at the 
University of Pittsburgh and offered Ramczyk a 
scholarship. But Ramczyk didn’t want to travel 
that far from home and declined the offer. 

Wisconsin’s coaching staff was in the midst 
of considerable turnover and lost offensive line 
coach Bob Bostad, so Ramczyk slipped through 
the school’s recruiting cracks. He signed with 
Division II Winona State University in Minneso- 
ta but didn’t stick around long enough to play. 
He felt burned out, skipped a year of football 
and attended Madison Area Technical College 
and Mid-State Technical College in Stevens 
Point for one semester each. His father, Randy, 
thought Ryan’s football career was done. He 
suggested he pursue welding because it was 
“a pretty high in demand occupation that pays 
pretty well.” 

“Tnitially, I was like, ‘You know, maybe 
football is not for me,”” Ryan Ramczyk said. 
“Tt’s not what I want to do. But just being out of 
the game made me realize how much I really do 
love it and wanted to be back.” 

Ramczyk returned to football in his home- 


town by attending Division III University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point for two seasons, where 
he dominated and earned first-team all-confer- 
ence honors as a sophomore. He started con- 
templating the move up to Division I around 
the same time Chryst came back to become 
Wisconsin’s head coach in December 2014. The 
stars had aligned, Ramczyk thought, and soon 
he was on his way to Madison as a Badger. 

Wisconsin center Michael Deiter said 
Ramczyk’s natural gifts were obvious from his 
first days on campus during summer workouts 
in 2015. 

“Right away, you could tell he was an ath- 
letic freak,” Deiter said. “It was like, ‘Holy s---, 
that’s the new guy? Where’d he come from?’ ... 
I couldn’t believe it. I thought we were halfway 
athletic for our size. And then Ramczyk came 
in and blew us out of the water. That’s been the 
standard for us ever since. We’re just trying to 
get to Ramczyk’s level.” 

Ramczyk was forced to sit out last season 
under NCAA transfer rules, but coaches knew 
they were sitting on a gold mine. He was imme- 
diately penciled in as a starter for 2016. In the 
span of two months this season, Ramcezyk has 
become the Badgers’ most consistent, dominant 
lineman. 

“When you look at his eyes in the huddle, 
he’s determined to put somebody on his butt,” 
Badgers running back Corey Clement said. 

According to ESPN NFL draft analyst Steve 
Muench and Pro Football Focus analyst Steve 
Palazzolo, Ramczyk projects as a potential late 
first-round pick in the 2017 draft. Palazzolo 
released a midseason NFL mock draft board 
last month and listed Ramczyk as the No. 29 
overall pick. 

Only one other offensive tackle, Notre 
Dame’s Mike McGlinchey, was listed ahead 
of Ramczyk. Other tackles fighting for draft 
position include Alabama’s Cam Robinson and 
Florida State’s Roderick Johnson, although both 
are underclassmen like Ramczyk and could 
return to school. Ramczyk could be helped by 
what is considered to be a weak class of offen- 
sive linemen, the scouts said. 

Palazzolo noted Pro Football Focus has a 
computerized system that tracks every snap, 
assigning positive and negative grades for each 
play. Ramczyk has graded out as one of the 
top-rated run blockers and best tackles. His 
agility and versatility for his size makes him a 
rare commodity. 

These days, Ramczyk doesn’t spend much 
time contemplating the big picture of his ascen- 
sion at Wisconsin. But sometimes, he admits, 
he'll talk to his girlfriend and marvel at how far 
they’ve come. 

“Tt’s like, ‘Remember when we talked about 
this when we were in high school? What if we 
could both go here?” Ramczyk said. “And now 
it’s real. So it’s pretty crazy.” 

In the coming months, Ramczyk will have 
a difficult, albeit exciting, decision to make. He 
has only just arrived at Wisconsin, can earn 
a degree with another year of school and has 
room to improve on the football field. At the 
same time, not many humans on the planet 
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have the talent and potential to be a first-round 
NFL draft choice, and the window of opportu- 
nity to capitalize is short. 

At the very least, one of the best stories in 
college football has a few more chapters to 
write as Wisconsin pursues a Big Ten West title 
and a potential College Football Playoff berth. 
And then? 

“Tl talk about it with my parents or coach- 
es, and we'll see what's the best option for me,” 
Ramczyk said. “Talking about a first-round 
pick, it would be tough. But right now, the 
focus is really just on the season.” 


Ramczyk lets his play 
do the talking 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
September 14, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. -- Wisconsin offensive 
tackle Ryan Ramezyk gave some high marks to 
one of his summer school classmates who was 
a part of the same project team for a sociology 
course. After getting to know each other, they 
found some common ground as fellow students 
despite their age difference. 

Ramczyk is 22. 

Tony Granato is 52. 

“Going in there,” Ramczyk said, “I didn’t 
know him.” 

Granato is easy-going and very good at 
making friends. 

“He came up and introduced himself,” he 
said, “and we worked on a couple of projects.” 

These were group projects that included UW 
defensive back Serge Trezy, among others. 

And it didn’t take long for the 5-foot-11 
Granato to make an impression on Ramczyk. 

“Awesome guy,” he said. 

Granato has that impact on people. 

“T’ve heard a lot of great things,” Ramczyk 
said, “about his coaching and his legacy here.” 

Maybe that’s when it all began to register 
that his project partner and sociology classmate 
was a married father of four and had an office 
at the Kohl Center, a five-year contract and 
would be going home to his family and not the 
dorms or a campus apartment at the end of the 
day. 

“Tt was kind of different,” Ramczyk conced- 
ed, “working with the head hockey coach.” 

Hired last spring to run the Wisconsin men’s 
program, Granato is in the midst of completing 
his undergraduate degree in human develop- 
ment and family studies, a contingency of his 
employment. He’s not only a former UW wing- 
er, but a former Olympian and NHL player, 
assistant and head coach. 

If you're wondering, Ramczyk knows the 
difference between an O-line and a blue line. 

“T played hockey until I was in the eighth 
grade,” he said. 

Skating on some youth travel teams, the 
Ice Hawks in his hometown of Stevens Point, 
Ramczyk was a defenseman and obviously 
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much smaller back then. “When high school 
rolled around, I definitely outgrew it,” he said. 
“And I really liked football more than hockey at 
the time.” 

Although he obviously chose the right sport 
-- he has taken over as the Badgers’ starting 
left tackle -- he has taken a circuitous path to 
the lineup; a winding road that has led from 
Stevens Point High School to Winona State to 
Mid-State Technical College to UW-Stevens 
Point to Madison. 

The journey has finally begun to register. 
“T’m 22 and just starting here,” said Ramczyk, 
reflecting on the steps that he has taken since 
transferring, including a 2015 redshirt. “I’ve 
traveled a long road in football. It’s good to 
finally have a secure home where I can finish off 
the next two years.” 

Ramczyk doesn’t waste much energy talking 
about himself. He’s polite but reserved. On the 
other hand, linebacker T.J. Edwards, quarter- 
back Bart Houston and head coach Paul Chryst 
were more than willing to talk about Ramczyk. 

“He’s a beast -- the ‘Ram’ we call him -- he’s 
just a solid player and a solid guy; he’s a great 
addition to our team,” said Edwards, UW's 
leading tackler last season as a redshirt fresh- 
man. “You see his size and strength and he uses 
it well on the field. He’s a freak of an athlete. 

“You wanted to go up against him in prac- 
tice (last year) just because he was the best guy 
on the scout O-line and we knew that he’d be 
playing for us the next year. He’s a quiet guy. I 
think that’s why so many people like him. He’s 
quiet and he just gets his work done. 

“T think he’s got a really cool story. He 
realized that he could probably play Division I 
football and he came here and now he’s playing 
with the best. He’s one of us. He’s just a big 
dude that you want to have on your team.” 

A year ago, Houston didn’t have much con- 
tact with Ramczyk. But he absorbed what Vince 
Biegel was saying. “I heard great things about 
him from Vince,” he said. “You’d never think 
a scout team player was going to beat Vince or 
Joe Schobert. But if he’s beating them, I couldn’t 
wait until he played.” 

Houston remembered Ramczyk for being 
“very quiet” and having a “big ol’ beard.” 

There were some other distinguishing 
characteristics beyond his big ol’ size (6-foot-6, 
314 pounds). 

“He has a 34-inch vertical, which is way 
higher than mine, way higher than a lot of the 
athletes on this team,” Houston said. “He can 
move like he’s a little guy. He’s very technically 
sound. He’s very solid. I don’t get hit much 
from the backside. That's always a good thing.” 

Chryst has always respected Ramczyk for 
who he is. “I love Ryan -- he’s authentic,” he 
said. “He’s a straight-shooter and a worker. I’ve 
always liked the guy a ton. He’s got strength. 
He's got feet. He’s got good awareness. He’s 
a really good athlete. Ryan’s story doesn’t 
surprise me.” 

That’s because Chryst and his offensive co- 
ordinator and O-line coach, Joe Rudolph, were 
trying to get Ramczyk to accept a scholarship to 


the University of Pittsburgh after he graduat- 
ed from Stevens Point Area Senior High. “We 
thought a lot of him in high school,” Chryst 
said. 

Ramczyk wasn’t ready to commit to a Power 
Five program. So he went to Winona State, a Di- 
vision II school in Minnesota. He was there for 
only a couple of weeks before he grew home- 
sick, returned to Stevens Point and enrolled at 
Mid-State Technical College. He was thinking 
about becoming a welder. 

“T’ve always liked hands-on work,” 
Ramczyk said. 

He had taken some shop classes in high 
school and liked them, plus his uncle was a 
builder. But he changed his career direction 
once he got to UW-Stevens Point and majored 
in sociology. “I was thinking about going into 
law enforcement,” he said. “But they didn’t 
have a specific law enforcement degree.” 

Sociology was the next best option. 

“T usually enjoyed the classes,” said 
Ramczyk who transferred from Stevens Point 
to Wisconsin after two years. “I had a bunch 
of sociology credits that transferred over and 
I wanted to continue with that major and then 
maybe get the law enforcement certificate here 
if I can fit that in.” 

Between his third-semester Portuguese class 
and a lifting session, Ramczyk made some time 
Monday to discuss his ongoing transition. “I 
haven’t been overwhelmed,” he said. “But it’s 
definitely different going from the scout team 
and knowing that you can’t play to be in that 
starting role. 

“Obviously, there’s going to be more 
pressure associated with that and a lot more 
preparation that needs to be done. But I’ve 
gotten more comfortable in the role -- settling 
down and relaxing when I’m out there. It has 
been a good start so far.” 

Especially since his starting point was a 
dramatic win over LSU at Lambeau Field. 

“Tt was kind of surreal being out there,” he 
said, “getting ready for that first play.” 

All he could think of was, “Wow.” 

Over the years, Ramczyk had gone to a lot of 
Packers games. Now he was on center stage. 

“Words can’t even describe the feeling,” he 
said 

Last Saturday, he made his playing debut at 
Camp Randall Stadium. 

“That was awesome, too,” he said. 

A year ago, he dressed in sweats and stood 
on the sideline during home games. 

“Running out of the tunnel with the pads on 
this time was cool knowing I was going to be 
playing,” said Ramczyk, anticipating the best 
is yet to come for the O-line. “As far as running 
the ball, there are little things that we can im- 
prove on. If we do, the 10- and 15-yard runs can 
go to the house.” 

A loud statement from someone so soft-spo- 
ken. 
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Thanks to Sam: 
Tragedy tightens bond 
between specialists 


By Andy Baggot 
UWBadgers.com 
Oct. 29, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — The gift of perspective 
is not something you unwrap and put away for 
safe keeping. 

It’s meant to be used over and over again. 

It’s intended to be shared as much as pos- 
sible. 

It’s designed to adapt to any circumstance. 

So it goes for Rafael Gaglianone, the junior 
kicker for the Wisconsin football team whose 
gift arrived amid tragedy and whose sense of 
perspective has since been redefined. 

On the night of July 23, Gaglianone lost two 
close friends when Nebraska punter Sam Foltz 
and former Michigan State punter Mike Sadler 
were killed in a one-car accident in Waukesha 
County. 

The three were serving as student instruc- 
tors at a kicking camp in Wales, Wisconsin. 
Foltz, who would be a senior, and Sadler, who 
graduated in 2015, were driving to the home 
of former UW punter Drew Meyer in nearby 
Hartland when Sadler lost control of the car on 
a rain-slicked road and struck a tree. 

The episode will be revisited Saturday night 
when UW hosts seventh-ranked Nebraska in 
a pivotal Big Ten Conference game at Camp 
Randall Stadium. 

It will be the first time Gaglianone and his 
fellow veteran UW specialists — senior kicker 
Andrew Endicott, senior long snapper Connor 
Udelhoven, sophomore punter P.J. Rosowski 
and redshirt freshman holder Connor Allen 
— will see Foltz’s family and friends since the 
summer. 

Gaglianone, Meyer and Udelhoven attended 
the funeral and remain in touch with Foltz’s 
teammates and parents. 

“The kicking world — kickers, punters and 
long snappers — we're a close-bonded group,” 
Gaglianone said. “We're friends of everybody. 
“It’s definitely a very emotional game, every- 
thing about it. It hits close to home because he’s 
not going to be here. 

“We're going to try to do our best, as tough 
as it is, to make this game a celebration of his 
life more than anything else. That’s the way he 
would have wanted it to be.” 

Gaglianone will bring a unique overview to 
the moment. 

Shortly after the accident, he changed his 
number from 10 to 27 to honor his friend, then 
connected on seven of his first eight field-goal 
attempts. 

But Gaglianone underwent surgery Sept. 29 
to repair a herniated disk in his back and will 
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miss the rest of the season. 

Make no mistake, Gaglianone would like to 
be in uniform, contributing to a club preparing 
to face its fifth top-10 opponent of the season. 

“T wish I was playing Nebraska,” he said. “I 
wish things were different circumstances.” 

Here’s where the gift of perspective retains 
its enduring value. A temporary health issue is 
nothing compared to losing a cherished friend 
at the tender age of 22. 

“It’s changed my point of view on football 
and given me a perspective on life and the little 
issues,” Gaglianone said. “Just the mentality of 
seeing another day. I still get to go home and 
talk to my family and talk to my friends. 

“You have to be thankful for the things we 
have and not be dwelling on the things we 
don’t. 

“I’m blessed to be part of another day and 
still be a part of this great university and still be 
able to play.” 

That perspective is shared by Endicott, 
who’s 5-for-7 on field goals since taking over for 
Gaglianone. 

Both misses came last Saturday during a 
17-9 win over Iowa. The 11th-ranked Bad- 
gers (5-2 overall, 2-2 in the Big Ten) prevailed 
despite a series of struggles on special teams, 
including poor decisions by returners, sub- 
standard punting and a 77-yard kickoff return 
allowed to the Hawkeyes. “Losing a friend like 
that puts everything in perspective,” Endicott 
said of Foltz. 

“You miss two field goals in a game and 
you're feeling really low and it’s like, ‘Oh, how 
could this be worse?’ 

“Well, there’s a lot more to life than a 
football game, so that’s definitely kept things in 
perspective for me and (Rafael), too. 

“At times football can consume your life and 
if football’s going well, then life’s going well. So 
when a tragedy like this happens, everything 
is put in a new perspective. You wake up every 
morning being a lot more thankful for what you 
have.” 

There were times before and after back 
surgery that Gaglianone fretted about not 
being able to kick again. Those fears have been 
dispelled. 

“Tt gives me a kind of peace of mind that 
this situation is not as bad,” he said. “I’m hun- 
gry to come back and help my team.” 

Those who knew Foltz speak of him in 
reverent tones. 

“You meet him one time and he’s like that 
old friend from middle school,” Endicott said. 
“Just an awesome guy like that. 

“Tt speaks for who Sam was as a person that 
he had such an impact on so many people.” 

Udelhoven fondly recalled hanging out 
with Foltz and others at Meyer's house during 
summer kicking camps. 

“He treated you the same way if you’d been 
best friends his whole life or just met him for 
the first time,” Udelhoven said. 

The last time Udelhoven said he saw Foltz 
was at a kicking camp in Whitewater prior to 
the one in Wales. Their farewell focused on their 
Big Ten game slated for Halloween weekend. 


“T said, ‘We'll see you when we're both 
undefeated,” Udelhoven said. 

The Cornhuskers (7-0, 4-0) are off to their 
best start in 15 years. Udelhoven smiled at the 
notion that Foltz has a hand in that. 

“He’s had a great seat at every single game,” 
he said. 

Gaglianone said he and Meyer intend to 
visit the Nebraska specialists at the visiting 
team’s hotel on Friday. Gaglianone also plans 
to spend time with the Foltz family before and 
after the game. 

“They’re such great people,” he said. “That’s 
why Sam was who he was. It’s truly going to be 
special having them here.” 

When Gaglianone kicked a 46-yard field 
goal with four seconds left to hand the Corn- 
huskers a 23-21 setback last season, one of the 
first to congratulate him afterward was Foltz. 

Now it’s Endicott playing that role on the 
big stage. 

“He was the kind of guy who’d root for you 
no matter what team you were on,” he said of 
Foltz. 

Gaglianone said seeing the Nebraska 
specialists — kicker Drew Brown and backup 
Spencer Lindsay were particularly close to Foltz 
— will be emotional. 

That will give way to a pregame gesture to 
honor Foltz, with Gaglianone joining the Husk- 
ers’ specialists in carrying a No. 27 Foltz jersey 
onto the field at Camp Randall Stadium. 

“It’s special to come together in a matchup 
like this,” Gaglianone said. “It’s all about cele- 
brating Sam.” 


Emotions abound for 
kicker Endicott 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
September 29, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — After taking over the 
placekicking duties from Rafael Gaglianone, 
who won't kick again this season, Andrew 
Endicott has been straddling the line between 
dutiful teammate and concerned friend. 

“My heart obviously goes out to him,” said 
Endicott, a 21-year-old senior. “I saw a lot more 
of what Raf was going through and working 
towards in the offseason than a lot of other 
people did. 

“T know how hard he worked. He really 
wanted to have the best year that he has had 
here and he was working towards that in the 
spring and summer. 

“For something like this to happen to him ... 
it’s terrible.” 

That was the concerned friend talking from 
his heart. 

“T also need to get ready to play on Satur- 
day,” he said. 

That was the dutiful teammate accepting the 
challenge. 

Endicott has been trying to strike a delicate 
balance since Gaglianone injured his back, 
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missed the Big Ten opener at Michigan State 
and was declared out for the season. 

UW head coach Paul Chryst made the an- 
nouncement Thursday. 

Gaglianone, a junior from Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
had gotten off to a blazing start. Through the 
first three games, he had converted on seven 
of eight field goals, including the game-winner 
against LSU. 

“I’m not here to replace Raf and what he has 
done,” Endicott said. “I’m here to fill in a gap 
that is unfortunately there.” 

On one hand, he’s all business. On the other, 
he can’t help but think of Gaglianone. 

“T’ve kind of been going back and forth, over 
and back of that line,” he said. “I feel terrible for 
him, but I also need to get my head right and 
realize it’s bad what happened to him but .... 

“Thave to be ready to go.” 

Endicott has been juggling emotion and 
“turning that on and off” since last week. 

“When I’m at practice, it’s 100 percent 
(football) and all I’m thinking about doing is 
just helping the team win. As soon as I step off 
the field, Raf is not just a teammate, he’s one of 
my best friends. 

“So, OK, when I get out to practice, it’s 
about making kicks. But once I’m back in the 
locker room, I’m texting him seeing if there is 
anything that he needs or how he’s doing.” 

Along with the rest of his teammates, End- 
icott got the disappointing news Tuesday that 
Gaglianone would be sidelined for the remain- 
der of the season. He immediately texted him. 

“T told him I loved him and I’m thinking 
about him and my family’s prayers are with 
him as well,” Endicott said. “He basically told 
me that he obviously didn’t want this to happen 
but he had faith in me and I should feel ready 
and prepared. 

“He said a lot of nice things about how I 
was pushing him in (training) camp and how I 
should feel really prepared.” 

Endicott knows that he can’t replace Gagli- 
anone’s “energy and charisma” so he’s not 
trying to. “Because that’s something you can’t 
replace,” he stressed. “It was noticeable last 
Friday at dinner.” 

(Gaglianone didn’t make the trip to East 
Lansing.) 

Before the start of the season, Gaglianone 
switched from jersey No. 10 to No. 27 to honor 
the memory of former Nebraska punter Sam 
Foltz, who was killed in a car accident on July 
23. 

Foltz and former Michigan State punter 
Mike Sadler, who was also killed, were attend- 
ing a kicking camp in Waukesha. LSU’s Colby 
Delahoussaye was in the car and survived the 
crash. 

Would Endicott consider wearing No. 27 out 
of respect to Foltz and Gaglianone? 

“It’s a thought that has crossed my mind,” 
said Endicott, who wears No. 37. 

Over the last few months, Endicott has 
grown close with Nebraska placekicker Drew 
Brown. 

“We've been talking a lot more lately,” En- 
dicott said, “and I want to be respectful to him, 
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as well. I don’t want to overstep my bounds or 
anything like that. 

“As an entire (specialty) unit, we’ve been 
talking about doing something to pay our 
respect to Sam. As far as switching numbers, I 
don’t think it’s something I'll do. 

“But I’d love to honor his legacy somehow.’ 
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Last Saturday, Endicott made his college 
debut as a placekicker. 

Up until then, he had been used solely as a 
kickoff specialist at Wisconsin. 

In that role, he had kicked off 184 times in 
32 career games prior to this season. As a soph- 
omore, he had 28 touchbacks on 90 kickoffs, in- 
cluding six touchbacks against Bowling Green. 
Last season, Endicott was one of three players 
who handled kickoffs. 

During training camp, P.J. Rosowski, a red- 
shirt sophomore from Stoughton, won the job. 
And he has been among the best in the nation 
in that specialty. Rosowski has 15 touchbacks 
on 25 kickoffs. 

Opponents are averaging only 14.6 yards on 
returns. 

“Now that’s a leg that is tough to compete 
with,” Endicott said of Rosowski. “He’s got a 
cannon as a leg, probably one of the strongest 
in the country. It was easy to pass the torch to 
him.” 

Prior to Michigan State, Endicott was on 
the field just once — for a kickoff against LSU. 
Because he had become such an afterthought, 
what kept him going during the first three 
games of the season? 

“Obviously, my role had changed a lot from 
the first three years to this year,” said the 5-9, 
173-pound Endicott. “And there was definitely 
some disappointment. 

“But I thought about it in two ways. I could 
mope all season. Or, I could really try to adapt 
to a new role as a leader for the specialists in 
that unit. 

“So for the first couple of weeks of camp 
and the season, I adapted to being a leader and 
trying to motivate and show the new guys what 
we expect out of their performance on and off 
the field. 

“That really kept me involved.” 

During this period, Endicott got a note from 
Taylor Mehlhaff, a quality control assistant with 
the special teams and a former All-American 
placekicker for the Badgers. 

Mehlhaff is not allowed to coach, but he can 
still inspire. 

“He wrote that somewhere along the line, 

I was going to play an important role on this 
team,” Endicott said. “It was a role I wasn’t ex- 
pecting in Week 4 — to be the new placekicker.” 

After making his first extra point against the 
Spartans, he missed his second try. 

“Tt was nothing with the operation,” said 
Endicott, excluding long snapper Connor 
Udelhoven and holder Connor Allen from any 
accountability for the miss. “They're doing a 
great job. 

“When [hit the first one, there were a lot of 
nerves, but I put it through. I think I just got a 
little complacent. I was still a little nervous. It 
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looked to some like I was trying to kick not to 
miss. 

“T didn’t want to overthink it. But I probably 
didn’t finish the swing and was trying to push 
it through and get out of there.” 

Resiliency is arguably the most important 
quality for a kicker. And Endicott showed his 
by not only making the next two PATs, but by 
nailing a 41-yard field goal in the third quarter. 

“My career long,” he said. 

That drew a grin since it was only the third 
field goal that he has ever attempted. The other 
two attempts came in December of 2012 during 
the Optimist All-Star Football Classic in Sacra- 
mento, California. 

Kicking for the North squad, Endicott made 
them both. 

“One was from 35, one was from 30-ish,” he 
said, jogging his memory. 

At Jesuit High School, Endicott didn’t 
attempt a field goal. He was a kickoff specialist 
and punter. 

“T was a decent punter, but I knew I wasn’t 
going to be a Division I punter,” he said. “It 
was just something I could always put on the 
resume in an emergency.” 

Endicott was set to walk on at Nevada. But 
he got wind of the program giving a kicker in 
his recruiting class a scholarship and he didn’t 
want to “fight an uphill battle the whole time I 
was there” for playing time. 

So he began looking around at other schools. 
That entailed placing phone calls to prospective 
recruiters, one of which was Jeff Genyk, who 
had joined the Nevada staff in January of 2013. 

Less than two months later, Wisconsin’s 
first-year head coach Gary Andersen hired 
Genyk to fill the vacancy created when tight 
ends and special teams coach Jay Boulware left 
for Oklahoma. 

When he heard back from Genyk, Endicott 
didn’t hesitate to commit to the Badgers. His 
mom is from Chicago and a graduate of North- 
western. “I’ve got that Big Ten blood,” he said. 

His grandmother lives in Chicago and has a 
condo in Lake Geneva. Endicott fondly recalled 
family trips there. “I loved the summers (in 
Wisconsin),” he said. “I didn’t experience the 
winters.” 

Beyond that, he was cognizant of the UW's 
reputation for academics and athletics. 

“Tt was a no-brainer,” he emphasized. 

Four years later, after highs and lows, he 
didn’t fold when he didn’t have a role. 

“The biggest thing for me was keeping a 
positive attitude through everything that has 
happened,” he said, “and it has made me more 
ready for this moment.” 

He didn’t quit on himself, or the team. 

“I’m a firm believer in a positive attitude 
and how everything happens for a reason,” he 
said. “That’s what I told Raf the other day, too. 
You might not know why this has happened. 

“But we will sooner or later. 
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UW's Rosowski giving 
opponents the boot 


By Jeff Potrykus 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Nov. 16, 2016 


Madison — Wisconsin's P.J. Rosowski hasn't 
scored a point this season. 

He has one assisted tackle. 

He has been on the field for 54 plays 
through 10 games, an average of 5.4 plays per 
game. 

Yet those numbers can’t begin to measure 
the contributions the redshirt sophomore 
has made in his first season as UW's kickoff 
specialist. 

“What he’s done truly has been really big 
for our team,” said UW coach Paul Chryst. “So 
often you hear about hidden yards, and I think 
that is an area.... 

“We knew he had a strong leg and certainly 
put himself in position to have those opportuni- 
ties. But you don’t know until they do it.” 

UW (8-2, 5-2, Big Ten) enters its game 
Saturday at Purdue (3-7, 1-6) 15th nationally in 
kickoff coverage, allowing an average of 17.6 
yards per return. 

Rosowski, a walk-on from Stoughton High 
School, has recorded touchbacks on 62.9% of his 
kickoffs (34 of 54). That is the No. 2 mark in the 
Big Ten behind Iowa’s Ron Coluzzi (69.4%) and 
a significant increase from UW's mark of 18.3% 
last season (13 of 71). 

“PJ. has done a really good job kicking it 
out of the back of the end zone,” outside line- 
backer T.J. Watt said, “and I know it frustrates a 
lot of good returners.” 

Rosowski, 6-foot-3 and 211 pounds, beat out 
Andrew Endicott for the job in camp. 

He has recorded touchbacks on at least 50% 
of his kickoffs in nine of UW's 10 games this 
season. That includes at 67% mark last week 
against Illinois (6 of 9). 

Opponents have just one return of 30 or 
more yards. That came on Oct. 22 at lowa, when 
Desmond King got loose for a 77-yard return. 
UW entered that game allowing just 14.7 yards 
per return, the best mark in the nation. 

Opponents’ average starting position after 
UW kickoffs is the 24-yard line. 

Driving 76 yards for a touchdown against 
a UW defense that has limited foes to a 26.9% 
conversion rate on third downs and forced 
three-and-outs on 37.4% of opponents’ posses- 
sions isn’t easy. 

“Tt is hard for opponents to drive the whole 
field on us,” senior cornerback Sojourn Shelton 
said. “He has put so many touchbacks. I think it 
gives us a really good chance to put the ball in 
the offense’s hands, which we have done a lot 
this year.” 

Rosowski kicked off eight times last season 
as a redshirt freshman. He recorded just one 
touchback. 

During the offseason, he worked on three 
areas to improve his kickoffs. 
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First, he had to slow his approach toward 
the ball. 

“Tt is almost like a driver,” he said, referring 
to golf. “You try to swing too fast and you're 
not going make that good contact that you 
want.” 

Second, he had to learn to keep his eyes 
focused on the target area of the ball. 

Third, he needed to hit the ball up toward 
his ankle rather than the middle area of his foot. 

“On kickoffs, you want to hit it up almost on 
your ankle,” he said. “That is one of the hardest 
parts of your foot. 

“Tt feels like you are making better contact 
overall. I noticed the change.” 

Chryst sees Rosowski as an example of a 
player who has done whatever has been needed 
to contribute to a team chasing a Big Ten cham- 
pionship. 

“IT know guys on the team appreciate what 
he is doing,” Chryst said. “He works at it, takes 
it serious. 

“Tt is fun seeing him have his niche. He is 
truly contributing and in many ways ina big 
way.” 

That was Rosowski’s goal as he prepared 
for 2016. 

“T know a lot of guys find their different 
niche,” he said. “I think that is what makes the 
team special, just guys find their job and do it to 
the best of their abilities.” 


Udelhoven a quiet 
artist of the snap 


By Mike Lucas 
UWBadgers.com 
Nov. 24, 2016 


MADISON, Wis. — If you didn’t know 
better, you’d have guessed that Wisconsin long 
snapper Connor Udelhoven was campaigning 
to be a linebacker based on watching him de- 
liver blows to a hand-held blocking pad during 
practice. This was above and beyond more 
conventional foot work drills for his specialty. 

“T wasn’t recruited to be a linebacker or 
any other position other than long snapper,” 
assured Udelhoven, who has been tapping into 
the expertise of a “personal trainer” — UW spe- 
cial teams coordinator Chris Haering, a former 
linebacker at West Virginia and linebackers 
coach at Pitt. 

“He’s coaching up every spot on special 
teams, so he doesn’t have one specific position 
player. And I’ve been kind of fortunate in get- 
ting a lot of one-on-one work. He was a pretty 
solid linebacker back in his day. And he has 
been able to teach me a lot of his philosophy to 
help with long snapping.” 

The 49-year-old Haering has been a good 
resource for Udelhoven, who will be among the 
seniors recognized before Saturday’s kickoff 
and Border Battle against Minnesota at Camp 
Randall Stadium. That the Gophers will be 
on the opposite sideline makes it even more 
special. 


Udelhoven is from St. Paul, Minnesota. And, 
no, he wasn’t a linebacker in high school, either. 
Udelhoven was an undersized center and spe- 
cialist at Cretin-Derham Hall, a tradition-rich 
program that produced one of his mentors, 
James McGuire, a former UW long snapper. 

Udelhoven was intent on enrolling at 
Wisconsin for his schooling, if nothing else. 

His parents are Cheeseheads. His dad Tom is 
from Platteville, his mom Susan is from Eau 
Claire. He was raised as a Badgers fan. So you 
can imagine his reaction when a UW assistant 
called and asked him to walk on. 

“It has always been a dream of mine,” Udel- 
hoven said. 

During Udelhoven’s transition to college life 
and football, McGuire took him under his wing. 

“T didn’t know what to expect,” he said, 
“and it was awesome having that connection. I 
knew him from high school a little bit. 1 knew 
his dad a lot better because he was a teacher. 
Being able to travel my redshirt year to back up 
James was a really cool experience.” 

A year later, McGuire snapped for punts 
and Udelhoven for placements. 

In August of 2014, Gary Andersen, then 
Wisconsin’s head coach, called on Udelhoven 
to answer a question at a “Bucket Hat Trivia” 
night during preseason training camp. Ander- 
sen asked Udelhoven if he knew how many 
walk-ons had been awarded scholarships under 
his watch. 

It was a multiple choice: A) 6 B) 8 C) 10. 

Udelhoven said 6. Wrong. Anderson said 8. 
Check that. He meant 9. 

And he informed Udelhoven, “You’re on 
scholarship.” 

Still living the dream, Udelhoven has been 
snapping for all kicks the last two seasons. 

“T didn’t really know where the journey 
would take me,” he admitted. “I’ve been for- 
tunate enough to play in every game since my 
four years started ticking. I would have never 
imagined that.” 

Udelhoven has played in 50 games, one 
less than co-leaders Vince Biegel and Sojourn 
Shelton. 

“T’ve been fortunate enough to go to all 
14 Big Ten stadiums, which has been neat in 
itself,” Udelhoven said. “On top of being for- 
tunate enough to play, I’m a big fan of college 
football, too.” 

UW head coach Paul Chryst has become a 
fan of the 22-year-old Udelhoven. 

“Obviously, he has done a tremendous job 
doing his job,” Chryst said. “He’s a really good 
teammate, a great person and adds value to the 
team for who he is and what he’s doing on the 
field.” 

Still, there may not be a more anonymous/ 
unsung player than the long snapper. 

“No doubt,” said Chryst. “You're only 
noticed if you’re doing something wrong. But 
you know what? Whatever percentage of fans 
don’t know him, every guy on this team knows 
every bit about him and what he does and what 
he means to us.” 

Conceding that it’s a “unique” job, the 
6-foot, 228-pound Udelhoven said, “I’ve been 
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surprised that a lot more people know what a 
long snapper is. I always kind of like talking 
about long snapping. Anytime someone shows 
interest in it, I’m always up to chat about it.” 

Agreeing with Chryst on the vagaries of 
the position, he added, “That’s not something I 
mind. If I’m doing my job, I’m staying anony- 
mous. And that’s kind of the name of the game. 
You don’t really need people knowing your 
name.” 

The Badgers have had a long history of 
producing quality long snappers. Mike Schneck 
played 11 seasons in the NFL with the Steelers, 
Bills and Falcons. He was named to the 2005 
Pro Bowl. Mike Solwold played four years in 
the league with the Vikings, Cowboys, Bucs, 
Ravens and Patriots. 

“I’m going to go out there for Pro Day on 
campus and see what happens for me,” Udel- 
hoven said. “If I’d be fortunate enough to get a 
call and a tryout that would be awesome. I’m 
definitely going to throw my horse in the race. 
But we'll just worry about Minnesota this week 
and let the rest pan out.” 

Udelhoven has his own theories on what it 
takes to be a trustworthy long snapper. 

“Really, it’s the same snap every time,” he 
said. “There’s nothing that the opposing team 
can do to stop you from what you're doing. 
There’s no way they can block a snap or change 
what you're doing. It’s really just you and the 
ball and I’ve always thought that’s the unique 
thing about long snapping. 

“You have to make sure it’s the same snap 
every time. You can’t worry about what the 
situation is. Whether you're out there for a snap 
in the first quarter, the second quarter, the third 
quarter or the fourth quarter, you need to be on 
the money.” 

Haering, a former high school head coach 
in Pennsylvania (Mt. Lebanon), imparted a bit 
of wisdom that has positively influenced Udel- 
hoven’s mindset. 

“He said, ‘As a specialist, you can’t know 
what's going on in the game,” Udelhoven 
related. “Every time I’m out there, I’m snapping 
the ball 14 yards or 8 yards and nothing really 
changes. The only thing that really changes 
is the added pressure that maybe you put on 
yourself. 

“T kind of have a routine that I do to keep 
me mentally the same all the time. You have to 
do that and focus for 2 to 10 seconds — just be 
locked in for that amount of time for the rep. 
The only guys out there are you and the holder 
and you and the punter.” 

For three seasons, Drew Meyer was the 
punter and the holder. 

Anthony Lotti, a true freshman, has taken 
over the punting duties. 

Connor Allen, a redshirt freshman, is now 
holding for kicks. 

“It has been cool to see everybody in the 
roles that they’ve developed this year,” Udel- 
hoven said. “Connor has really championed the 
role of holding. Every day, I try not to burn my- 
self out with too many snaps, but he’s always 
eager for more tosses, more snaps. 

“T swear the guy gets over 100 holds a day, 
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maybe more sometimes.” 

That begged the question, “How many 
snaps has Udelhoven had at Wisconsin?” 

“T don’t even know if I could put a number 
on it,” he said. “Spring, summer, fall, games 
... Geez, it would have to be somewhere over 
20,000 or so, I would think. It ends up adding 
up over five years.” 

Including his academic investment. Udel- 
hoven, a biological systems engineering major, 
has varied interests. “I’d like to work in the food 
industry,” he said. “People always tell you, ‘Do 
something you like to do (with your degree).’ 
And I’ve always liked cooking and eating 
food.” 

This past summer, he observed the work- 
ings of a local brewery, Karben4. 

“They’re a smaller company and they doa 
little bit of everything,” said Udelhoven, who 
got a taste of the inner sanctum of the business. 
“It’s kind of cool to see how they all work 
together. Just like when you're out on the field. 
Everybody is counting on everybody doing 
their little part.” 

That applies to fellow senior placekicker An- 
drew Endicott, who replaced the injured Rafael 
Gaglianone. That applies to kickoff specialist 
and punter P.J. Rosowski. That applies to Lotti 
and Allen and, of course, Udelhoven, who will 
make his final home appearance here Saturday. 

Running out of the tunnel is akin to what he 
has felt and delivered on every snap. 

“They’ve all felt the same,” Udelhoven said. 
“T always get the chills running through me.” 
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